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THE  

GSOC   

NEWSLETTER 

 

Next GSOC Meeting 
 

October 13, 2012 
 
Beverly Gross will be presenting the 
program at the October meeting.  The 
program will be based on information 
obtained from the 2012 Conference of the 
Federation of Genealogical Societies held 
recently in  Birmingham. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GSOC Meeting Minutes 
September 8, 2012 

Mary Ellen Ahlstrom, Recording Secretary 
 
The September meeting of the Genealogical Society of 
Okaloosa County was held at the Heritage Museum in 
Valparaiso with President Donna Elliott presiding. The 
meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. Mrs. Elliott 
welcomed 19 members, three guests and the speaker. 
 
Mrs. Elliott called for a motion to approve the minutes of 
the August meeting as printed in the current newsletter. 
Ken Elliott made a motion to approve and it was seconded 
by Sue Basch. The motion passed. 
 
Ken Elliott, Vice-President and program chairman, was 
called on to report on the upcoming programs. Beverly 
Gross will be presenting the program at the October 
meeting based on information obtained from the recent 
FGS Conference in Birmingham. Ken also gave a report on 
the condition of a speaker that had been previously 
scheduled to speak and the possibility that he could speak 
at a later date. 
 
Sue Basch, membership chairman reported on the status 
of the Society’s membership. There are currently 60 
members, including 4 organizations.  
 
Bob Basch, Treasurer reported the balance in the Treasury 
is $2,467.22. He passed around the Blue Box for donations 
that  are used to purchase  books for three local libraries 
with genealogy collections.  
 
Newsletter Editor, Jim Young announced he had placed 
several newsletters from other societies at the rear of the 
meeting room.  

 
A copy of an announcement of this society meeting was 
passed around for viewing.  Gena Marini of the Heritage 
Museum had sent this out as part of the newsletter of the 
museum.  
 
Announcements:  Mrs. Elliott reminded the members of 
the Camp Walton 100th Birthday celebration being held 
today if anyone could stop by.  She also noted the seminar 
to be sponsored by the Bay County Genealogical Society in 
Panama City on 20 October from 9:00 to 3:30 at the cost 
of $20.00 to include lunch.  
 
Other seminars of interest in the near future are: West 
Florida Genealogical Society on 3 November and Florida 
State Genealogical Society 8-10 November. Other 
information of interest is printed each month in this 
newsletter. 
 
Mrs. Elliott reported on a recent trip to Birmingham to 
attend the seminars of the Federation of Genealogical 
Society.  Members attending were Ken Elliott, Beverly 
Gross, Martha McDonald, Glenda Manis, and Mrs. Elliott. 
 
Due to cancellation of the November Pioneer Day where 
the society normally participates, a regular meeting will be 
held.  
 
Malcolm Flanagan, Nominating Committee Chairman, 
reported on the chosen slate of officers for 2013. 
 

President, Donna Elliott 
Vice-President, Kenneth Elliott 

2
nd

 Vice-President, Suzanne Basch 
2

nd
 Vice-President Assistant, Carol Lessard 

Treasurer, Bob Basch 
Corresponding Secretary, Jim Young 

Assistant Recording Secretary, Frances Hoge 
 
There was no selection for Recording Secretary and Mrs. 
Elliott asked for a volunteer. Pat Pruett volunteered, 
completing the slate of officers.  Ken Elliott made a motion 
to accept the proposed slate.  Beverly Gross seconded the 
motion and the motion passed. 
 
Mr. Elliott will check into a location for the December 
meeting as the Heritage Museum is not available.  
 
He then asked who would care to go to lunch following 
this meeting.   
 
In conclusion, Mr. Elliott reported that he had collected a 
number of items from the seminar in Birmingham and had 
prepared three door prizes to be awarded today. The 
lucky numbers drawn went to Del Lessard, Mary Ellen 
Ahlstrom and Sue Basch. 
 
This concluded the business session and Mr. Elliott, as 
program chairman, introduced the speaker, Charlene 
Grafton, who presented a program on DNA and 
how it can be used in genealogical research for family 
members. 
 
The meeting was adjourned by Mrs. Elliott at 11:35 AM..

The Genealogical Society of 

Okaloosa County, Florida 

 

October 5, 2012 
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FIRST FLORIDA FEDERAL CAVALRY 
by Mark Curenton, Apalachicola, Florida 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Growing up in north Okaloosa County I have heard stories 
all my life about my great grandfathers who served in the 
Confederate army. One story told of a grandfather being 
shot through the body and having a silk handkerchief 
pulled through him to clean out the wound. Another 
grandfather reached into a wagon full of com shucks 
looking for something to eat and pulled out a human hand 
that had been amputated. But there was one of my great-
great grandfathers whom I never heard any stories about. 
I always assumed that he had not served during the Civil 
War, but about a dozen years ago I learned different. He 
had served in both, first in the Confederacy - 1862-?, but 
also in the Union Army in the First Florida Federal Cavalry. 
I began to study this regiment, and this is what I have 
learned.  
 
West Florida and South Alabama were known as areas of 
loyalist sympathy from the earliest days of the war. 
Walton County, Florida, was one good example. It elected 
two delegates, A. L. McCaskill and John Morrison, to the 
state secession convention who were opposed to leaving 
the Union. They cast two of the seven votes against 
Florida's ordinance of secession. For this the county was 
called "Lincoln County" by the other delegates to the 
secession convention. One of the infantry companies 

raised in the county to fight for the Confederacy was 
known as the "Union Rebels".  
 
Many of the men in the area were reluctant to fight for a 
government they did not support and many of them fled 
their homes rather than submit to being drafted when the 
Confederacy instituted conscription in 1862. Those that 
were drafted frequently deserted at the first opportunity. 
Soon the woods and swamps in West Florida and South 
Alabama were full of disaffected southerners who had 
either deserted from the army or were hiding from 
conscription. As early as April 1862 the governor of Florida 
was complaining about disloyal elements in portions of 
the state, and by 1863 the governors of both Alabama and 
Florida were appealing to Confederate authorities for 
assistance in controlling the bands of deserters and draft 
dodgers who had established themselves in the area.  
 
Many of these men and their families found their way to 
safety behind Union lines at Pensacola. To these men the 
Union garrison offered the safest refuge from Confederate 
authorities. To the Federals, however, these men offered 
a potential pool of recruits. The Federal commander at 
Fort Barrancas recommended that they be recruited into 
the Union Army.  
 
By late 1863 the military situation in West Florida had 
settled into something of a stalemate.  
 
The Union forces held the Navy Yard at Pensacola and the 
forts protecting it. The garrison, much reduced by the 
demand for troops for the campaigns along the Mississippi 
River and further north, consisted of just two regiments of 
infantry, two companies of artillery and one company of 
cavalry.  
 
The major Confederate force in the area consisted of 
Clanton' s Alabama brigade of cavalry, infantry and 
artillery. They were posted to guard the railroad from 
Mobile Bay to Montgomery, skirting Escambia County to 
the north. Morale in the brigade was low and during the 
winter of '63-64 some of the troops mutinied. This 
resulted in the brigade being broken up and the regiments 
reassigned to separate commands. They were replaced by 
more reliable troops.  
 
When Brigadier General Alexander Asboth arrived to take 
command of the Union garrison at Fort Barrancas in 
November 1863, he carried orders authorizing him to 
organize the First Florida Cavalry. Asboth was a Hungarian, 
having served in the failed revolution of 1848 before being 
exiled to America. At the outbreak of the Civil War he 
joined the Union Army, serving in Missouri as chief of staff 
to General Fremont. An ambitious man, Asboth saw the 
assignment to West Florida as a chance to distinguish 
himself in an independent command, while earning 
recognition and advancement. Organizing a new regiment 
would add to his meager garrison and enable him to 
accomplish greater military feats.  

Preface 
It is not commonly known that, in addition to the 
Confederate units that were raised in Florida 
during the Civil War, two regiments of cavalry 
were organized in the state to serve in the Union 
Army.  
 
These units, the First and Second Florida Cavalry 
Regiments, consisted of elements from Florida's 
sizeable pro-Union minority, along with disaffect-
ed ex-Confederates. A large percentage of the 
men were deserters from Confederate service, 
while many of the unit's officers came from 
outside of the state. 
 
The First Florida Cavalry was organized at Fort 
Barrancas (Pensacola) from December 1863 to 
August 1864. The unit operated in west Florida 
and southern Alabama during its enlistment. 
Elements of the First Florida Cavalry participated 
in various scouts and expeditions, among which 
were actions at Camp Gonzalez and near Pollard, 
Alabama; the expedition to Marianna, Florida; and 
the campaign against Mobile, Alabama. The regi-
ment was mustered out of service in November 
1865. 
 
The following article, extracted from the GSOC’s 
 A Journal of Northwest Florida, Summer 1999 
issue, was written by Mark Curenton who has 
done extensive research on the First Florida 
(Federal) Cavalry. 
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General Alexander Asboth 
 
Recruitment for the First Florida Cavalry went well at first. 
Drawing initially on the men who had already entered the 
Union lines, Asboth also sent out expeditions to gather 
recruits from the surrounding areas. By January 10, 1864, 
over 120 men had enlisted. A recruiting camp was 
established at Point Washington in what is now south 
Walton County, but it was abandoned when the garrison 
and recruits were captured while attempting to capture a 
Confederate cavalry company on the Choctawhatchee 
River. Another camp was soon established at East Pass 
(Destin). By the beginning of March 1864, 300 recruits 
were present and, on March 27, the first battalion of the 
regiment (Companies A, B, C, and D) was mustered into 
service.  
 
The steady stream of men defecting to the Union Army 
did not go unnoticed. The Confederate took measures to 
clamp down on the flow of men into the Union lines. 
Clanton's brigade was replaced by troops from Tennessee 
and Mississippi considered more loyal to the South. 
Patrols were established along the north shore of 
Choctawhatchee Bay to prevent men from reaching the 
Union recruiting camps. When six loyalists were 
discovered in Boggy Bayou trying to cross Choctawhatchee 
Bay to East Pass, the rebels fired upon them, killing three 
and wounding two.  
 
There were probably many reasons why men enlisted in 
the First Florida Federal Cavalry.  
 
Some of the men professed love for the Union, many 
more were probably running from the Confederate Army, 
but the most tangible reason, in my belief, was the $300 
bounty offered for enlistment. General Asboth wrote, 
"Considering the general destitution ofthe people here, it 
would be an act of humanity, as well as good policy, to 
grant advance payment of the bounty." Later he reported, 
"Enlistments in the First Florida Cavalry still continue, 
although the inability to pay the recruits the advance 
bounty has a tendency to check it." Many of the men 
deserted shortly after enlisting, once they had the bounty 
in their hands.  
 

Although the flow of recruits diminished, enough men 
were enlisted to form new companies.  
 
There were some serious concerns about the quality of 
the men in the regiment. Colonel William Holbrook, 
ironically the man who evidently had first suggested the 
recruitment of the regiment, considered the southern 
refugees gathered at the Navy Yard to be "an ignorant, 
lazy, and worthless lot." Seventeen years after the war he 
wrote, "It was not altogether safe, however, to rely too 
much upon troops made up from such an element. They 
were not entirely loyal, and hence were unreliable and 
untrustworthy."  
 
The officers selected to command these men were a 
mixture of foreigners, northerners promoted from the 
ranks, and southerners. Many of the officers were 
Hungarians who had fought with Asboth in 1848. Some of 
them, such as Major Albert Ruttkay, seemed to get along 
well with the enlisted men of the regiment, but others, 
such as Captain Alexander Gaal, knew little English, and 
made poor commanders.  
 
As Colonel of the new regiment General Asboth appointed 
a former comrade from Missouri, Eugen Von 
Kielmansegge. Kielmansegge had emigrated from 
Germany at the beginning of the Civil War and accepted a 
commission as major of the 4th Missouri Cavalry. 
Ambitious like his benefactor, Kielmansegge took a sick 
leave and went to Washington, where he used political 
influence to receive a better commission as colonel of 
another regiment. Once his commander in Missouri found 
out about this, he was livid. He demanded that the War 
Department make an example of Kielmansegge. This 
resulted in Colonel Kielmansegge being dismissed from 
the service.  
 
Many of the southern officers were former officers in the 
Confederate Army who had either resigned or deserted.  
For example, Lieutenant Joseph G. Sanders, a millwright 
from Dale County, Alabama, enlisted in the Confederate 
Army in late 1961.  He was elected captain of his company 
and fought at Sharpsburg, Fredericksburg, Chancellors-
ville, and Gettysburg.  Then in a disagreement with his 
aristocratic colonel, he resigned his commission and 
returned to Alabama.  As an able bodied male, he was 
subject to conscription back in the Confederate Army as a 
private if he stayed at home.   
 
In January 1864 Sanders enlisted at Fort Barrancas in the 
First Florida Cavalry and was appointed a 2nd Lieutenant.  
In February 1965 he left Fort Barrancas on a raid into 
Walton County and was told to return to the fort within 14 
days.  However, he disobeyed those orders and led his 
little command into southeast Alabama where they joined 
forces with a group of deserters and engaged in looting 
the surrounding countryside.  He didn’t return to the fort 
until after the end of the war whereupon he was arrested 
for desertion and allowed to resign “for the good of the 
service.” 
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Pioneers of Paradise  
The ChamblessFamily  

From the Destin History & Fishing Museum, September 2012 Newsletter 
 

 
The first record of the Chambless family living in Destin is 
in the early 1920s. Originally from Geneva, Alabama, 
Benjamin H. and Roxie Chambless were parents to four 
boys and two girls. Their children were S.A. (Slick) the 
oldest, Edward Lee, R.E. (Rex), Winnie, Sammy and Mary.  
 
Lee and Slick were the first of the family to make their way 
to Destin to seek employment as fishermen. They traveled 
by skiff down the Pea River and Choctawhatchee River 
into Choctawhatchee Bay and then 30 miles on to Destin.  
 
In 1928, at age 13, R.E. (Rex) followed his two older 
brothers to Destin. Walking from Samson, Alabama Rex 
found employment with several people including Spence 
Brothers Seafood in Niceville and Ben Marler in Destin.  
 
By the early 1930s, all three brothers had obtained their 
Masters Captain License and became Captains of some of 
the original “Head” boats in Destin. In 1935, the brothers 
had saved enough money to return to Alabama and bring 
their mother, baby brother and two sisters to live in 
Destin.  
 

 
 

In 1940, Rex married Martha Agnes Young.  
 
In 1943, Rex enlisted in the U.S. Army. He participated in 
many of the major battles in Europe. On leaving the Army 
in 1948, Rex immediately returned to his home and family 
in Destin. During the 1950s, Rex was employed by 
Coleman Kelly on his fleet of recently built “Head” boats.  
 
Beginning in the 1950s, Rex became a personal 
advertisement for Destin and the great fishing here. He 
loved it so much he wanted everyone to know about 
Destin. During the 60s,70s and 80s, he traveled all over 
the United States passing out literature about Destin and 
its wonderful fishing. This was all done at his own 
expense.  
 
Much of his time during these years was also devoted to 
entertaining our American Veterans. For this work, Rex 
was honored by President George H. Bush who called him 
a bright point of light.  
 
Captain Rex passed away on October 2, 2008 at the age of 
93. He had lived in Destin for 80 years. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to the Destin Fishing and History Museum for permission to use this article

Capt. Rex Chambless at Key West in 
1941 doing some work for the U.S. 
Navy 

Rex Chambliss and Martha Agnes Young 
were married in 1940 

Captain Rex Chambless with a 
large tarpon, circa early 1950s 
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Civil War 
Sesquicentennial 

 

Selected Highlights of  
October 1862 

 
http://blueandgraytrail.com 

 
 
October 1  David Dixon Porter is given command of the 
Mississippi Squadron   
 
October 1  Abraham Lincoln visits Harper's Ferry on his 
way to Antietam 
 
October 2  Abraham Lincoln arrives at George McClellan's 
headquarters in Sharpsburg 
 

 
 
This Civil War classic photograph was taken by Alexander 
Gardner. It shows a confident, but anxious President Abraham 
Lincoln standing between Allan Pinkerton (Lincoln's 
bodyguard) of the Pinkerton Detective Agency and General 
John A. McClellan at Antietam just a few weeks after the 
bloodiest battle of the Civil War had taken place. Lincoln had 
gone to Antietam to urge General George McClellan to take 
his now much-superior army on the attack against Lee. 
 
October 4  Battle of Corinth, Earl Van Dorn [CS] and 
Sterling Price [CS] attack William Rosecrans [US] northern 
perimeter, driving it back to a reinforced line. Rosecrans 
successfully defends the city   
 
October 4  Richard Hawes is inaugurated as Confederate 
governor of Kentucky. Braxton Bragg attends. 
 
October 5  Battle of Hatchie Bridge [US]  Battle of 
Metamora [CS],  Edward Ord [US] discovers Confederates 
retreating from Corinth. When Ord was severly wounded 
fighting paused as command passed to Stephen Hurlbut 
[US].  Sterling Price [CS] was able to escape.  
 
October 8  Battle of Perryville, Braxton Bragg [CS] and 
Don Carlos Buell [US] fight the largest battle on Kentucky 
soil. The battle is generally regarded as a draw, although 

Buell claimed victory. Less than half of Buell's men 
participated because he did not know a major battle was 
taking place less than 2 miles from his headquarters 
 
October 16  Six men: Wilson W. Brown, Daniel Dorsey, 
Martin Hawkins, William Knight, John Porter, John 
Wilson, John Wollam and Mark Wood escape from the 
Fulton County Jail in Atlanta, Georgia. As members of 
Andrew's Raiders they would all receive the Medal of 
Honor.  
 
October 16  Major General Ulysses S. Grant is given 
command of the Department of Tennessee.  
 
October 18  Battle of Lexington,  John Hunt Morgan's [CS} 
raiders captured a federal garrison before moving to the 
southwest  
 
October 23  Bragg moves south through the Cumberland 
Gap, essentially escaping the Army of the Ohio 
 
October 24  Don Carlos Buell [US] is relieved of command 
from the Army of the Ohio for his failure to pursue Bragg 
[CS] following the Battle of Perryville. William Starke 
Rosecrans is ordered to replace him. 
 
October 24  The XIV Corps, better known as the Army of 
the Cumberland, is created from the Army of the Ohio. 
 
October 25  Major General Ulysess S. Grant assumes 
command of the 13th Army Corps and the Department of 
Tennessee 
 
October 26  Major General Samuel Heintzelman [US] is 
put in command of Union forces protecting Washington 
D. C., replacing Nathaniel Banks 
 
October 30  Major General William Rosecrans assumes 
command of the Army of the Cumberland 
 
October 30  Major General Ormsby Mitchel [US] dies 

from yellow fever 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Major General Mitchel 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

He who feels no pride in his ancestors is 
unworthy to be remembered by his descendants. 

                                                                          Major David F. Boyd 
                                                              9th Louisiana Infantry, CSA 
 

http://blueandgraytrail.com/
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SPACE IS LIMITED! 
 

Call (850) 678-2615 today to reserve your space! 
 

 

 

Pine 
Needle 
Basketry 
 
Early 
Native 
Americans 
in the 
region 
wove 
abundant 
longleaf 
pine 
needles 
into beautiful and useful baskets.  
Learn an age-old tradition and create your own pine 
needle basket. 

 
 

Date/Time: (2-part class) Tuesdays, 
Oct. 23 & 30  5pm -8pm 

Fee:  $55; $50 for Museum Members 
 

 
Destin History & Fishing 

Museum  
108 Stahlman Avenue,  

adjacent to the Destin Community Center 
 
 Experience the feeling of swimming in the Gulf of 
Mexico with award winning examples of fish caught in 
Destin. This exhibit is displayed on a 100 feet of wall 
space depicting the Gulf floor.  
 View a large collection of antique fishing rods and reels, 
the most unique is constructed of split bamboo with an 
original Penn Reel, that belonged to Ernest Hemingway.  
 Get an idea of life in Destin before the arrival of 
electricity in the 1930s.  
 Visit the original Destin Post Office building located 
adjacent to the property.  
 See the oldest seine fishing boat still in existence, The 
Primrose, built in 1925.  
 Enjoy vintage photographs of early Destin settlers, boat 
captains and their boats, beach scenes, businesses, and 
much more. 

EDEN  REEF 
The Destin History & Fishing Museum’s newest exhibit, 
Eden Reef, is now completed and ready for visitors. The 8 
ft. X 11 ft. dry aquarium exhibit was constructed to comp-
lement the existing shark tank at the entrance to the 
museum. The exhibit area construction was sponsored in 
part by the State of Florida, Department of State, Division 
of Cultural Affairs, the Florida Council on Arts and Culture 
through a grant. Exhibit sponsor Bass Pro Shops com-
pleted their portion of the work on the reef tank by 
completing a beautiful recreation of a reef ecosystem 
with a white sand Gulf floor. Over twenty fish mounts, 
numerous shells, and other marine creatures inhabit the 
dry aquarium exhibit. 
 
The museum is open Tuesday through Saturday from 
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. during the Fall and Spring. 
Admission Costs: Adult $5; Seniors & Military $4; Children 
$3; Children under 6 are Free 
 

Support the Museum by Parking 
for the Destin Seafood Festival 

 
The Destin History and Fishing Museum will provide 
parking for the Destin Seafood Festival visitors for a 
donation of $10 per car. Parking will be provided at the 
two parking lots adjacent to the Museum’s 108 Stahlman 
Avenue location behind WhatABurger on Highway 98. 
Alan Laird of AJ’s Seafood and Oyster Bar is donating the 
use of his lot in support of the Museum.  
 
Parking spaces will be available Friday, October 5 from 3 
PM to 9:00 PM, Saturday, October 6 from 9 AM to 9 PM 
and Sunday, October 7 from 10 AM to 4 PM.  Each car 
parked will receive two “2for1” museum admission 
coupons, a $5 coupon redeemable at AJ’s Seafood and 
Oyster Bar, and a Harry T’s Lifetime Membership Silver 
Keychain good for Happy Hour drink prices and top of the 
list seating. The Museum is a 501 C3 Non-Profit 
Foundation. For more information call 837-6611 or email 
kathydestinhistory@gmail.com. 
 

 Traditional Basket 
Weaving 
 
Learn a new skill and 
create something 
uniquely yours.  
Beginners and 
advanced weavers will 
make a Small 
Sewing basket.   Make 
it for yourself or for a 
gift.   
 

Date/Time:  Sat. October 20, 9 am. 
Fee:  $30; $25 for Museum Members 
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Life in Holt, Florida 
 
Holt is a small community in Okaloosa County in northwest 
Florida. In the early 1900's, many families in this commun-
ity depended on the dense virgin pine forests for survival. 
The pine tree produced turpentine, lumber, cross ties (for 
the railroad) and tar products.  
 
Turpentining was a process in which a few inches on the 
side of a pine tree would be de-barked and have two 
gashes forming a ''V'' about one-fourth inch deep and one 
inch wide cut into the tree. A new ''V'' was cut just above 
the last ''V'' when the flow of sap slowed. This caused the 
sap or turpentine to ooze out into containers ("cups") 
attached to the trees. The cups were emptied with a small 
hand scoop into a five gallon bucket which, when full, 
would be poured into 55 gallon wooden barrels on a wag-
on. The wagon pulled by mules or oxen would then be 
taken to a local distillery ("still") for processing the tur-
pentine.  
 
Two families, the Ewings and the Mitchems, each had 
turpentine "stills" in 1903. After distillation the turpentine 
product was sold to companies for use in medicines, paint 
thinners, solvents, etc.  
 

 
Ewing Turpentine Still, Holt, Florida - About 1900 

L-R: Bud Ewing, Wade Ewing, and P. T. Ewing, Sr. 
John Pippins is on scaffold. 

 
In the years following turpentining, pine trees were cut for 
lumber and cross ties. Other trees, cypress and gum were 
also used for railroad cross ties.  
 
The railroad provided a great deal of employment for this 
area: purchasing wood for fuel for the train engines, 
buying cross ties on a continuing basis, as well as providing 
transportation for shipment of blue berries which grew in 
abundance here. Sixty cents a cord was paid for ''lighterd'' 
(lightwood) for use in the train engines.  
 
Years after the trees had been cut, "tar wooders" (naval 
stores operators) would unearth the pine stumps which 

were rich in tar and haul them by truck or ship them by 
train to naval stores businesses in Pensacola. Two local 
naval stores operators were Jack Johns and Harvey 
Williamson.  
 
In the earliest years of the tar-wooding or "stump-
wooding" industry, the stumps were unearthed by digging 
beside them (about two feet deep), boring a one inch hole 
in the lower part ofthe stump (with a six foot auger) and 
placing a four to six inch stick of dynamite in the stump. 
Then, a "detonating" cap was fitted with a twelve-fifteen 
inch fuse and pushed into the end of the dynamite stick. 
The next step was to light the fuse with a match and ''head 
for the hills." Sometimes the stump would be blown into 
splinters sending pieces as far as a hundred yards.  
 
When processed, these pine stumps yielded a resinous 
substance used to make tar, pitch, medicines, anti-freeze, 
alcohol, etc.  
 
Closely associated with the railroad was a sawmill business 
in Holt. Not only could the sawmill ship lumber by rail, 
cross ties could be produced there. The mill provided more 
jobs for local men.  
 
The Holt area was well suited for blue berry production.  
 
Northern markets would buy all the berries they could get. 
Persons picking blue berries (by hand) received 2-3 cents 
per quart for their tedious labor in the 1920's and 1930's.  
 
Gopher pulling was another means of "putting meat on the 
table." This gopher was a hard-shelled, highland tortoise 
common to the Southeastern U.S., mostly found in Florida, 
Alabama, and Georgia. These gophers were strict 
vegetarians, clean and edible. Their home was a hole 
which they dug slanting about 20-25 feet in the ground. 
Locals learned to use a wild grapevine with a hook on the 
end to pull the gophers from their holes. As this was during 
President Hoover's Administration, the gopher came to be 
known as ''Hoover Chicken."  
 
According to one old timer, gophers were sold to a local 
store or traded for store goods. The store had a large box 
for gophers  holding as many as 50-100. When enough 
gophers had accumulated the store would send them to 
market. A customer could exchange a large gopher for a 
pair of overalls, or a sack of flour and get two small 
gophers in change. 
 
Trapping provided income, and in some cases, food, for 
local residents.  Fox, coons, rabbits, possums, wildcats, and 
skunks were trapped for their furs.  A solid black skunk 
hide (with fur) brought as much as $5.00, while a black and 
white one was only worth fifth cents. 
 
Written by Donald A. Reeves, Baker FL, and included in The Heritage 
of Okaloosa County, Florida, Volume 1, Okaloosa County Heritage 
Book Committee and Heritage Publishing Consultants, Inc., 2004 
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Events, Groups, and Sites of GSOC Interest 
 

Saturday,October 13 
Laurel Hill FL Hobo Festival 

 
Gene Clary Park, Laurel Hill 
Laurel Hill turns out for a free 
community celebration on the 
second Saturday of October. Ven-
dors offer food, arts and crafts, 
and more. Activities for children 
are available. Enjoy live enter-
tainment. Learn more at: 

 
www.laurelhillnow.com/hobo_festival.htm 

 
 

Friday - Sunday, October 19-21 
36th Annual  

Boggy Bayou Mullet Festival 
Family fun, entertainment, fine art, home handcrafts, and 

a staggering array of food concessions.  Mullet fans will 
enjoy this humble fish that has played such an important 

role in our local history, economy, and nutrition. 
http://boggybayoumulletfestival.info/ 

Saturday, October 20 
Bay County Genealogical Society 

Fall Seminar:  Genealogy Teams Up with Technology 
9:00 am till 3:30 pm, Bay County Public Library  

898 West 11th St., Panama City, FL 
 

Cost: $15 BCGS members, $20 non-members, includes lunch, 
juice, water, coffee, pastries, handouts, and door prizes. 

Experienced Florida genealogists will introduce you to 
family history discovery techniques, tips, important 

resources, repositories, and references. 
For more details and registration forms, see:  

www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flbcgs/seminar/index.html 
 
 

Saturday, November 3 
Baker Block Museum, Baker FL 

Annual Heritage Festival 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Demonstrations that reflect the history/culture of our 
area – whittling, farm machines, butter churning, soap 
making, shucking corn, quilting, wood products. . .  
 
Vendors with items that reflect local products – honey, 
jams/jellies, flour sack creations, fire wood, syrup, gourd 
products, crochet, knitting, pecans. . . 

Saturday, November 3 
West Florida Genealogical Society, 2012 Seminar 

 
Theodore B.D. Bennett Auditorium at  

Booker T. Washington High School 
6000 College Pkwy., Pensacola, FL, 32504 

Registration: 8 am- 9 am       Seminar: 9 am- 4 pm 
Preregister: Members: $35.00; Non-Members: $40.00  

On-Site Registration: $45.00.   
Continental Breakfast Included 

 
Megan Smolenyak will present Right Annie, Wrong Annie 

and Trace Your Roots with DNA. After a lunch break (lunch 
on your own), Megan will speak on Find That Obituary!, 

Online Newspaper Research, and Honoring Our Ancestors.  
 

Click here for the Info & Registration Form 
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flwfgs/ 

 

 
Thursday - Saturday, November 8, 9, & 10 

Florida State Genealogical Society 2012 Conference 
 

The 2012 FSGS Annual Conference, “The Best of Times:  
Genealogy + Technology” will be held at the  Hilton 

Deerfield/Boca Raton in Deerfield Beach, Florida. The 
Hilton is located between Ft. Lauderdale and Palm Beach 

next to the Deerfield Country Club and an 18-hole 
executive golf course just off I-95. 

www.flsgs.org 
 
 

Saturday, November 10 
Genealogical Society of Okaloosa County 

Monthly meeting for November 
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flocgs/ 

 
 

Saturday, December 8 
Genealogical Society of Okaloosa County 

Annual Holiday Party and Installation of Officers 
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flocgs/ 

 
 

Saturday, December 8 
Heritage Museum of Northwest Florida, Valparaiso FL 

Yule of Yesteryear Holiday Celebration and Victorian Tea 
www.heritage-museum.org/ 

 
 

Saturday, January 12, 2013 
Genealogical Society of Okaloosa County 

First meeting in 2013, monthly meeting for January. 
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flocgs/ 

 
 

Welcome new member Cheryl Brown of Niceville!  
She is researching Bowman and Phillips families in 

Alabama and Georgia 
 

http://www.laurelhillnow.com/hobo_festival.htm
http://boggybayoumulletfestival.info/
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flbcgs/seminar/index.html
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flwfgs/flyers/Smolenyakpgs1-2.pdf
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flwfgs/
http://www.flsgs.org/
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flocgs/
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flocgs/
http://www.heritage-museum.org/
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flocgs/
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GSOC INFORMATION 

Officers for 2012 
President, Donna Elliott 

1st Vice President (Programs), Ken Elliott 
2nd Vice President (Membership), Sue Basch 

2nd Vice President (Membership) Asst, Carol Lessard 
Treasurer, Bob Basch, 

Recording Secretary, Mary Ellen Ahlstrom 
Corresponding Secretary, Jim Young 

Immediate Past President, Malcolm Flanagan 
Journal Editor, Beverly Gross 

Historian, Sue Basch 
Genealogist, Margaret Harris 

Publicity Chairperson, Pat Pruett 
Webmaster & Newsletter Editor, Jim Young 

 
(Elected, Appointed, and Ex Officio positions) 

 
Addresses 

P.O. Box 1175, Fort Walton Beach, FL  32549-1175 
Web Site:  http://www.rootsweb.com/~flocgs 

Email:   gsocokaloosa@yahoo.com 
Newsletter Editor:  youngjmy@cox.net 

 

Meetings and Membership 
     Regular meetings of the GSOC are held at the Heritage 
Museum of Northwest Florida, 115 Westview Avenue, 
Valparaiso, FL, at 10 AM on the second Saturday of each 
month. There is no admission charge and all are welcome. 
The meetings are usually followed by an optional Dutch treat 
lunch at a nearby restaurant. 
 
     Annual membership dues are $24 for an individual and $35 
for an individual and spouse at the same address. If you 
would like to become a member, want to renew your 
membership, or want to update your membership record, 
please go to the GSOC web site and get one of the 
appropriate forms. 
 

The Newsletter 
     The GSOC Newsletter is published on or before the first 
Friday of each month.  Suggestions for articles are welcome.  
The editor, Jim Young, can be contacted by phone at 850 862-
8642 or by email at youngjmy@cox.net.  Letters to the editor 
are welcome and may be published. 

 
The Journal 

     The GSOC Journal, A Journal of Northwest Florida, is 
published once each year.  The 2011 issue, Volume XXXII, 
Issue 100, was published and distributed in November 2011.   

 
The Web Site 

The GSOC web site is hosted by Rootsweb at: 
 http://www.rootsweb.com/~flocgs    

     The site is updated frequently and contains 
information about future GSOC meetings, minutes of 
past meetings, copies of the newsletters, articles and items of 
genealogical and historical interest, and much more. 

 
The symbol on the left is the QR code for the 
address of the GSOC web site.  Scanning this 
symbol with properly equipped mobile 
devices will connect that device to the GSOC 
website. 

 

Meeting Location 
 

Arrow indicates the 
door to the room 
used for GSOC 
meetings at the 
Heritage Museum of 
Northwest Florida 

 
 

 

 
GSOC Publications   

 

Volume I (out of print), 
Cemeteries of Okaloosa County, Florida 
24 cemeteries east of the Yellow River & north of 
the Shoal River 

 
Out of print 

but available 
on CD, see 

below 
 

Volume II (out of print), 
Cemeteries of Okaloosa County, Florida 
26 cemeteries north and east of the Yellow River 

 
Out of print 

but available 
on CD, see 

below 
 

Volume III 
Cemeteries of Okaloosa County, Florida 
11 cemeteries south of the Shoal River 

 
$5.00 

plus $3.00 
postage 

 

 
Funeral Records of Okaloosa County 
Records from McLaughlin Funeral Home, 
Crestview, FL, from 1927 - 1984. Over 11,000 
entries. Includes the names of the deceased and, 
when given, the names of parents. Deceased are 
listed alphabetically, parents names are indexed. 

 

$5.00 
plus $3.00 
postage 

Santa Rosa County Marriages 
1869-1906 
Over 7,000 names with every-name index, 123 
pages. 

 
$5.00 

plus $3.00 
postage 

 

Walton County Marriages (out of print), 
1895-1915 
Over 10,000 names with every-name index, 165 
pages. 

 
Out of print 

but available 
on CD, see 

below 
 

 
The GSOC Publications Disk 
This compact disk (CD) contains searchable PDF 
files containing the books listed above: 
Cemeteries of Okaloosa County, Volumes I, II, and 
III; Funeral Records of Okaloosa County; Santa 
Rosa County Marriages 1869-1906; and Walton 
County Marriages 1885-1915 

 

$15.00 
plus $2.00 
postage 

 
Please send your order information with your check to  

GSOC, P.O. Box 1175, Fort Walton Beach, FL  32549-1175 
and mark your envelope “Book Sales”  

 

http://www.rootsweb.com/~flocgs
mailto:gsocokaloosa@yahoo.com
mailto:youngjmy@cox.net
mailto:youngjmy@cox.net
http://www.rootsweb.com/~flocgs
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The October GSOC meeting will be on Saturday, October 13, 
2012, at the Heritage Museum of Northwest Florida at 10 
A.M. 
 
The program will be presented by Beverly Gross who will 
discuss some of the information provided at the recent 2012 
Conference of the Federation of Genealogical Societies which 
included discussions of Indians, Squatters, Settlers & 
Soldiers in the "Old Southwest” and presentations by 
leading national genealogists. 

 
 

          “Whatever you know, whatever you learn – Pass it On!” 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Genealogical Society of 
Okaloosa County (GSOC) 
P.O. Box 1175 
Fort Walton Beach, FL   32549-1175 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


