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                                                     NOVEMBER 12, 2018 
        

     

November 17, 2018 10:30 AM at GSOC 

 

The Journey of Man Part II

 
 

The November meeting will be a week earlier than normal to avoid a 

possible Thanksgiving weekend closure like last year.  
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The program will be the second half of the Journey of Man. Using 

genetics, this DVD presentation examines how the human race 

populated the world. We saw the first half in November 2016 when 

Charlene Grafton introduced it. 

 

The November meeting is also when the annual election of officers is 

to be held. 

 

Around 200,000 years ago, a man--identical to us in all important 

respects--lived in Africa. Every person alive today is descended from 

him. How did this real-life Adam wind up father of us all? What 

happened to the descendants of other men who lived at the same 

time? And why, if modern humans share a single prehistoric ancestor, 

do we come in so many sizes, shapes, and races? Showing how the 

secrets about our ancestors are hidden in our genetic code, Spencer 

Wells reveals how developments in the cutting-edge science of 

population genetics have made it possible to create a family tree for 

the whole of humanity. We now know not only where our ancestors 

lived but who they fought, loved, and influenced. 

 

Informed by this new science, The Journey of Man is replete with 

astonishing information. Wells tells us that we can trace our origins 

back to a single Adam and Eve, but that Eve came first by some 80,000 

years. We hear how the male Y-chromosome has been used to trace 

the spread of humanity from Africa into Eurasia, why differing racial 

types emerged when mountain ranges split population groups, and 

that the San Bushmen of the Kalahari have some of the oldest genetic 

markers in the world. We learn, finally with absolute certainty, that 

Neanderthals are not our ancestors and that the entire genetic 

diversity of Native Americans can be accounted for by just ten 

individuals.  
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GSOC Christmas Party,  

December 15th 
  Our December meeting will be at the Ft Walton Beach Yacht Club on December 15th.  Our choices will be 

from a limited menu: For $16 there will be pork tenderloin/chicken/ham choice with small garden salad, sweet 

potato casserole, green beans, and dinner rolls/butter.  For $25 there will be a fish or steak option with 

roasted fingerling potatoes, and green bean almandine, and dinner rolls/butter.  As in years past we will also 

have some kind of entertainment or games, conduct a meeting, and install the 2019 officers.  More 

information to come, but please mark your calendars for the 15th. 

 

January 26, 2019, 10:30 AM 

 

MAJOR PUBLIC LAND LAWS 

In the United States 

Presented by Hank Klein 

 

Most of us have heard of the Homestead Act of 1862. While that law opened 

much of our new nation to settlement, especially in the south, mid-west, and 

west, there were many other Land Acts that were both national and regional in 

nature. Destin historian and author Hank Klein will present historical 

information about the difference between Public vs. State owned land, Patent 

Deeds, the Public Land Survey System, the division of public land into 

Townships, Ranges, & Sections, and more. Learn about Veterans Subdivisions that were made available for 

Homesteading in Northwest Florida as late as the mid-1950s. 

Mr. Klein has long been interested in the history of Destin, Florida, and the genealogy of his father-in-law's and 
mother-in-law's families (Marler and Shirah). Both came from pioneer Destin families and both were related to 
Leonard Destin, the original founder of Destin, Florida. Hank's father-in-law's aunt, Emma Marler, married 
George Destin, the first-born son of Leonard and Martha Destin. While Hank's mother-in-law's sister, Alice 
Shirah, married George D. Destin the son of George Destin and grandson of Leonard and Martha Destin 
 
Klein has written books documenting his and his wife's family genealogy, and he has also had a monthly 
HISTORY MYSTERY column in The Destin Log newspaper since 2013. He recently published two books including 
newly discovered historical facts about early Destin titled: DESTIN Pioneer Settlers...A Land History of Destin, 
Florida from 1819-1940 and DESTIN'S Founding Father...The Untold Story of Leonard Destin 
 
Klein lived for many years in both Okaloosa and Bay Counties. He is now retired from his credit union 
management career, and he and his wife (the former Muriel Marler of Destin, Florida) live in North Little Rock, 
Arkansas. He can be contacted at klein@aristotle.net or at 501-256-7474.  

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
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Genealogical Society of Okaloosa County (GSOC) Meeting Minutes, 27 October 2018 

  

 
The meeting opened with 17 members present.  There were no visitors.  President Jon Sheperd welcomed 

everyone to the October GSOC meeting. 
 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 
 

 

Minutes: The minutes from the September Meeting were in the October GSOC Newsletter (thank you to Ed 

Crosby for assembling and publishing the newsletter!).  No one had suggested changes or additions, so they 

were approved as written. 
 

2018 Journal:  The Genealogy Society of Okaloosa County’s 2018 Journal has been passed out to individuals 

who came to the meeting or mailed.  Everyone present said they had their copy. 

  

2019 Elections:  Jon reminded the attendees that we are looking for volunteers for three of our officer 

positions for 2019.  These are President, 1st VP for Programs, and Recording Secretary.  Jim Young, who is 

charge of the nominating committee, has had no volunteers.   The President and VP positions are critical in 

order for the society to function and continue.  Jon said he would ensure that everyone who volunteered 

would receive training and assistance so there would be a smooth transition.  

 

PLEASE CONSIDER RUNNING FOR ONE OF THESE POSITIONS AND CALL JIM YOUNG 

 

Pensacola Field Trip:  GSOC is planning a field trip to Pensacola on Saturday, Nov 10th.  The plan is to depart 

mid-morning via car pools, if desired.  We would drive to Pensacola and eat around 11:00 at BJ’s restaurant 

which is near the Pensacola State College, and then spend the afternoon at the West Florida Genealogy 

Branch Library.  The library is open 10 am to 6 pm on Saturdays.  There were five people interested in the trip. 
 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 

 

Door Prize:   There were three door prizes.  Ed Crosby donated home-grown honey (won by Hilma Jenus) and 

Val Moreland donated a jar of “cowboy candy” (won by Keith Latimer) and a jar of raspberry fig jam (won by 

Kathie Sheperd).  Thank you so much to Ed and Val for their generous time and efforts.  If anyone has 

something they want to donate, please let Jon know. 

 

Monetary Donation to Bay County Genealogy Society:  Due to the extensive damage caused by Hurricane 

Michael, Val Moreland proposed our society donate $100 to the Bay County Genealogy Society.  Bay County, 

in turn, would in turn give the money to a person or people in their society to help them get back on their feet.  

The GSOC Board members all agreed with this proposal to support our sister society.  The proposal was then 

presented to those members present for a vote.  All were in favor of donating $100 to the Bay County 

Genealogy Society for their distribution of a needy individual adversely affected by the hurricane.  Thank you, 

Val, for your suggestion. 
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Monetary Donation to Ft Walton Beach Library:  The Ft Walton Beach Library has been cataloging many of 

the donated genealogy books on their shelves.  We gave a $100 donation to them earlier in the year to help 

with this cost.  We will have other books to catalog, so Jon proposed we give them another $100 at the end of 

the year. Val made a motion to approve and Phil seconded.  All present were in favor and the motion was 

approved.  
 

Christmas Party, Dec 15th:  Our December meeting will be at the Ft Walton Beach Yacht Club on December 

15th.  Our choices will be from a limited menu: For $16 there will be pork tenderloin/chicken/ham choice with 

small garden salad, sweet potato casserole, green beans, and dinner rolls/butter.  For $25 there will be a fish 

or steak option with roasted fingerling potatoes, and green bean almandine, and dinner rolls/butter.  As in 

years past we will also have some kind of entertainment or games, conduct a meeting, and install the 2019 

officers.  More information to come, but please mark your calendars for the 15th. 

 

Lunch at local restaurant:  The group went to the Olive Garden restaurant in Fort Walton Beach. 

 
  
REPORTS: 
 

 

1st VP:  The November meeting will on November 17th which is a week earlier than normal to avoid 

Thanksgiving weekend closure like last year.  The program will be the second half of “The Journey of Man”.  

Using genetics, this DVD presentation examines how the human race populated the world.  We saw the first 

half in November 2016 when Charlene Grafton introduced it.  We will also hold elections for 2019.  

 

2nd VP Jerry Rush:  Jerry followed up with a couple of members who did not renew.  One will re-join as a 

family next year.  
 

Treasurer Phil Hoge: Our balance as of October 27th is $1518.96.  This includes $959.08 from the blue box 

donations towards library books/support. 

  

Recording Secretary Kathie Sheperd:   Kathie reported on the Library Book order for the Fort Walton Beach 

Library.  All the formerly owned/donated GSOC genealogy reference books were cataloged by the FWB Library 

and GSOC put them back on the library shelves.  We then examined the books and developed an initial 

purchase list to improve and update the library holdings.  This list is under review and by the library team of 

Mike Kleypas, Val Moreland and Kathie Sheperd.  A final update will be made at the November meeting.  

  

Corresponding Secretary Val Moreland:  Please let Val know if your email or address should change.  
 

Newsletter, Ed Crosby:  Nothing sufficient to report. 

 

Webmaster, Jim Young:  Nothing sufficient to report. 

 

Genealogist, Margaret Harris:  Jon reported that Margaret is still trying to get better.  Please keep her in your 

thoughts and prayers. 
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PROGRAM: 

 

The following members gave “Show, Share, and Tell” presentations: 

 

• Jon Sheperd shared his father’s military shadow box, shaped with 5 sides like a pentagon.  His father, 

LtCol Olen D. Sheperd was a veteran of WWII and a B-25 navigator in the China Burma India Theater.  

Jon showed a framed B-25 aircraft with his dad’s unit patches that he had made and given to his dad.  

The shadow box commemorated 22 years of active duty service in the Army Air Corps and Air Force 

and another almost 38 years of civil service at the Pentagon.  Olen saw a number of historical things in 

his life, one of which was to fly Admiral Wainwright, Commander of Allied forces in the Philippines, to 

witness the Japanese surrender on the USS Missouri.  

 

• Jerry Rush brought three things that were part of his family history:  First, he brought a section of the 

New York City “The Sun” newspaper which was printed on the day his dad was born, 26 August 1913.  

Second, he brought an original 1879 “McGuffey Reader” English language book which was an 

elementary school “primer” for students.  In America, it was the standard book which school children 

learned from for over 120 years.  Third, Jerry brought an old book called “American Tutor’s Assistant, 

which was an early mathematics school book.  It shows standard currency in schillings & pounds and 

dollars & cents because it was printed 33 years after the American independence.  

 

• Phil Hoge gave a brief PowerPoint presentation about the travels of Reverend W.G McLaren, one of his 

relatives.  Phil researched this man’s history.  The family with Phil’s dad came to the US in 1921.  But 

another branch of the family, Rev McLaren, immigrated in 1883 from Aberdeen Scotland.  McLaren 

went to the Moody Bible Institute, became a church pastor, and later moved to Portland Oregon 

where he founded the Albertina Kerr Adoption Center.  Now, this organization has a staff of over 600 

people and over 300 volunteers over the age of 65.  It has a $22M budget and operates 65 homes.  

 

• Val Moreland brought a unique and special item.  She brought her mother’s childhood cereal bowl, 

which was made of a thick, heavy ceramic.  Her mother, Evelyn Helton Waldron was born in 1914.  The 

cereal bowl has an advertisement on the side: “Nettles Grocery Store” and this store was in Tunnel 

Springs, Arkansas. 
 

• Barbara Bethea talked about her great grandfather, Philip Yancey Bethea, who lived in 1849-1929.  Mr. 

Bethea made a historical genealogy of his family which was hand written in 1916.  He had many 

writings, including a long reminiscence of the time when General Sherman and his soldiers went 

through South Carolina during March 1865.  Mr. Bethea was about 15 years old at the time.  Barbara 

found these writings and stories in an old handwritten ledger book.  She has published these as 

written.  Her website is barbarabethea.info and she said to click on “genealogy”. 
 

• Kathie Sheperd brought an early 20th century pottery pitcher holding about 1 dozen old cooking 

utensils belonging to her grandmother, May Poindexter, born in 1905.   May was born into a large NW 

Arkansas family and her job was making/baking the breakfast biscuits, starting when she was 5 years 

old.  May was a good cook and Kathie loved her grandmother’s fried chicken, homemade biscuits, 

coleslaw, mashed potatoes and chicken gravy.  When her grandmother passed away, Kathie asked for 
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the May’s cooking utensils, ceramic pitcher, and a small wooden box of recipes.  She was looking for 

the recipes of her favorite meal, but alas, the box contained about 20 pickle recipes and 20 desert 

recipes only! 
 

• Chuck Licari shared a large framed campaign poster of his grandfather, Jerome J. Licari (1878-1951), 

who ran for Congressman in the 3rd Congressional District.  The poster says: “Able, Upright, Fearless” 

and “endorsed by Independent Democrats” and the “National Union for Social Justice”.  Jerome 

emigrated from Sicily in 1897 and put himself through college in Manhattan, graduating 1903.  He 

went to law school at night and completed it in 1913.  Jerome wanted to help immigrants and he 

became an assistant DA in 1920, returning to private practice in 1925.  He ran for Magistrate in 

Brooklyn in 1934 as a Democrat.  But in 1936, he changed parties, ran as a republican and came in 2nd 

place.  He later became a judge. 

 

• Betsy Christianson told of her 3rd Great Grandfather, Thomas Pogue and the story of “no more Pogues 

in Green County Tennessee.” She also told about some of her family history in Webster County, north 

Mississippi.  Betsy had a number of family members who were involved in a murder (of a husband and 

a father) and how the wife and daughter stood trial for murder, with the end result of two hung juries.  

Betsy discussed how DNA testing helped her find a 3rd cousin, Cora McCain. 
 

• Judy Rehn discussed a recent DNA test discovery for a second cousin match that she was excited 

about.   Judy also used Facebook to find the memorial of a lost relative, Wanda, and through the 

memorial, discovered Wanda’s maiden name (Armstrong) and used Family Search obtain a birth 

certificate for Wanda. 
 

• Hilma Jenus brought two shadow boxes containing precious heirlooms of her dad & mom.  On the back 

of each, Hilma described the contents, the full name of the owner, the date the boxes were assembled 

and the reason why the trimming/boarder material was selected.   Her advice: when you have stuff in a 

drawer, make it into a shadow box.  Give it to your child at Christmas; they can’t refuse!  Hilma also 

brought a book from a cousin’s son in Norway, which was about her family Norwegian history going 

back hundreds of years.  Although it was written in Norwegian, the parts in English were submitted by 

Hilma and her Canadian relatives. Hilma showed a scrap book containing collection of newspaper 

cartoons. Her family loved these cartoon “funnies” and related to them personally.  Hilma had saved 

them and included the stories of the family relationships to the cartoons, and they are a treasured 

pastime for her kids and grandkids to read. 

  

CLOSING: Jon thanked everyone for coming and especially thanked all the presenters. 

  

The next meeting will be here on November 17th at 10:30 am when we will see the second half of the 

Journey of Man.  We will also do elections.  

  

           /s/ 

Kathie Sheperd 

GSOC Recording Secretary 
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Officers for 2018 
President, Jon Sheperd 
1st Vice President (Programs),  
2nd Vice President (Membership), Jerry Rush 
Treasurer, Phil Hoge 
Recording Secretary, Kathie Sheperd 
Corresponding Secretary, Val Moreland 
 

Appointees: 
Immediate Past President, Sue Basch 
Journal Editor, Cindy Barber 
Genealogist, Margaret Harris 
Publicity Chairperson, Val Moreland 
Newsletter Editor, Edward Crosby 
Webmaster, Jim Young 

 
Addresses 

P.O. Box 1175, Fort Walton Beach, FL 32549-1175 
Email:  gsocokaloosa@yahoo.com 

Newsletter Editor: edcrosby@valp.net 
GENIE Section: EditorGSOCFLnews@gmail.com 

Genealogy Special interest Group: GSOCSGSIG@gmail.com 
 

Membership 
     Annual membership dues are $24 for individual and $35 for 
individual and spouse at same address. You can obtain a membership 
form from our web site or use the copy included in this newsletter. 

 
The Newsletter 

   The GSOC Newsletter is now published on or before the third 
weekend of each month. Suggestions for articles are welcome. The 
editor, Edward Crosby, can be contacted by phone at (850) 678-5423 
or by email at edcrosby@valp.net.   Letters to the editor are welcome 
and may be published. 

 
 

 
The Journal 

   The GSOC Journal, A Journal of Northwest Florida, is published once 
each year. The 2018 issue was published and distributed in 
September 2018 and has been mailed to all GSOC members.  The 
theme of the 2018 issue is the “Why did I come here”.  If you are a 
member and didn’t receive your copy, please contact us. 

  
NOTICE:  Web Site has been restored: 

http://www.rootweb.ancestry.com/~flocgs    
   The site is updated frequently and contains information 
about future GSOC meetings, minutes of past meetings, copies 
of the newsletters, articles and items of genealogical and 
historical interest, and much more. 
 

GSOC on Facebook 
http://www.facebook.com/okaloosagsoc 

   The address to the official page of the Genealogical Society of 
Okaloosa County is shown above; or you can go to your Facebook 
account and search for Genealogical Society of Okaloosa County.  
This page provides the latest information about our future meetings 
and other news that is important to members or prospective 
members.   There is also a Facebook group.  It is useful for exchanging 
information about your research and getting help with questions you 
may have about the Society or resources available to you.  You can 
find it by going to your Facebook account and searching for Friends 
of the GSOC 

The GSOC Books 
The five GSOC cemetery, marriage, and funeral books are all out of 
print, but are now available on the GSOC web site for reading on line 
and for downloading as searchable PDF files, at no charge. Please 
note that all these GSOC books are copyrighted by The Genealogical 
Society of Okaloosa County and may be only used for personal use. 
Reproduction is prohibited without the permission of the GSOC. 
Go to the web site, scroll down and click on the GSOC Books link, click 
on the name of the book to access, and read it on line. Save it to your 
computer to download it. Because of the size of these books, it may 
take them a few minutes to display (depending on the speed of your 
internet connection.)

GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY OF OKALOOSA COUNTY 
Web Site has been restored: www.rootweb.com/~flocgs   E-mail: gsocokaloosa@yahoo.com 
I hereby apply for membership or the renewal of my membership in the Genealogical Society of Okaloosa County 

 
ANNUAL DUES (Membership Year 1 Jan-31 Dec)  

Individual $24.00 Family $35.00 (For Individual & spouse at the same address) 
Please PRINT or TYPE all information: 

Name(s): ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:____________________________________________________________________________ 

Preferred Telephone (Home/Cell): ______________________E-Mail: _____________________________        Date: ______   

Can information be shared with other members? Name: Yes/No, Address: Yes/No, Phone: Yes/No, Email: Yes/No 

Your level of experience:  Beginner __   Intermediate __   Advanced ___    Family Genealogist __   Professional __ 
Please indicate areas of GSOC in which you would like to serve or contribute: 

Newsletter Editor__   Write Newsletter Articles__   Webmaster__   Journal Editor__   Journal Staff Member__   Write Articles for 
Journal__   Serve on Short-term Committee__   Nomination Committee__   Organize Field Trips__   Christmas Party Organizer__   
Give Genealogy Presentation__   Workshop Leader__   Workshop Volunteer__   Special Event Organizer__   Special Event 
Volunteer__   Librarian__   Publicity__   CD Sales__ 

Research: Name of families and states you are researching 
Surname State or Area  Surname State or Area 

     

     

     

PEASE MAIL FORM (ALONG WITH CHECK) TO THE GSOC P.O. ADDRESS ABOVE (OR BRING FORM AND CHECK TO NEXT SOCIETY 
MEETING)

Events and Information of GSOC Interest 

 

mailto:gsocokaloosa@yahoo.com
mailto:edcrosby@valp.net
mailto:EditorGSOCFLnews@gmail.com
mailto::%20GSOCSGSIG@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/okaloosagsoc
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Our next meeting will on Saturday, 

November 17nd, at 10:30 am. 

 

 

Featuring: 
 

               “The Journey of Man Part II” 

                              

   
 

Fort Walton Beach Library 
185 Miracle Strip Parkway SE,  

Fort Walton Beach, Florida   32548 
 

“Whatever you know, whatever you learn – Pass it On!” 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Genealogical Society of 

Okaloosa County (GSOC) 
P.O. Box 1175 
Fort Walton Beach, FL  32549-1175 

 

 

 

 


