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JUNE 22, 2019, 10:30 AM 
Presentation by Cindy Barber: 

 
  

   

Ancient Diseases 

Many of our ancestors faced diseases we no longer think of as life-
threatening. The GSOC June presentation will explore some of 
these diseases, how they may have affected our ancestors and tips 
for finding information.    
 

 
 

 

GSOC President's Corner 
June 2019 

I hope all of you are staying cool this year. It’s certainly a hot spring! Mike and I held the first session of the Beginners 
DNA workshop in Niceville on 11 June. We had 10 people attend. The questions were great, and we hope we helped the 
attendees gain some understanding of their tests. Session 2 is the 18th. The Library staff had cookies and coffee for us! 
We hope to do more evening events there.  
  
As Father’s Day is here, I can only reflect on my new cousin who now knows who her father was and was welcomed into 
her stepbrother’s family with open arms. It was certainly an emotional few weeks for all of us. Her father was quite the 
character. Learning about him has broadened all our genealogy skills! I know Father’s Day is special for her this year. Her 
brother is the oldest direct line ancestor we have located. His gift to me was an autosomal AND Y-DNA test! 
  
Our Library Journal Project is almost complete. We only have a few more to index. A few books are in for repairs, as well. 
Hopefully, the library will get our labels printed and we can finish the Journal project up in July. 
  
We need Library Volunteers for the July 10, 24th and 31st. Please help us in the library. I’ll have the signup sheet at the 
meeting, but if you cannot come to the meeting, please email me to sign up.  
  
If you have suggestions for a workshop or presentation topic, please let us know. 
  

From our President, Cindy Barber Cindybarber2@gmail.com 
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Today, on the National Geographic Society’s Genographic Project page, we find this announcement: 

 

This is a sad day indeed. 

Effective May 31, 2019, you can no longer purchase Genographic kits. 

If you currently have an unsubmitted kit, you may still be able to submit it for processing. See this link for more 

information about your specific kit. 

The Genographic website will be taken down December. 31, 2020. Your results will be available for viewing until then, 

but not after that date. 

Data will be maintained internally by the Genographic project for scientific analysis but will not be otherwise available. 

Please Transfer Your DNA Results 

The original Genographic project had two primary goals. The first being to obtain your own results, and the second being 

to participate in research. 

If you are one of the 997,222 people in 140 countries around the world who tested, you may be able to transfer your 

results. 

Depending on which version of the Genographic test you’ve taken, you can still preserve at least some of the benefit, for 

yourself and to scientific research. 

• If you tested before November 2016, Family Tree DNA processed your kit for the Genographic Project, and you 

can transfer your results to Family Tree DNA for free by clicking here. 

• If you tested internationally after November 2016, your kit was processed by Family Tree DNA and you can 

transfer your results for free to Family Tree DNA by clicking here.  

• Note that only Y and mitochondrial DNA results can be transferred, because that’s all that was tested. How 

much information can be transferred is a function of which level test you initially took, meaning the version 1 or 

version 2 test. 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT  

https://genographic.nationalgeographic.com/faq/sales-shutdown-previous-kits/
https://affiliate.familytreedna.com/idevaffiliate.php?id=336
https://affiliate.familytreedna.com/idevaffiliate.php?id=336
https://www.familytreedna.com/landing/nat-geo-transfer.aspx#/verify
https://affiliate.familytreedna.com/idevaffiliate.php?id=336
https://affiliate.familytreedna.com/idevaffiliate.php?id=336
https://www.familytreedna.com/landing/nat-geo-transfer.aspx#/verify
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• If you tested within the US in November 2016 or after, you tested on the Helix platform and your results cannot 

be transferred to Family Tree DNA. 

• If you have already tested your Y (males only) and mitochondrial DNA at Family Tree DNA, there is no need to 

transfer Genographic data. Family Tree DNA information will be more complete. 

 

 

 

Salvage as Much as Possible 

As a National Geographic Society Genographic Project Affiliate Researcher and long-time supporter, I’m utterly heartsick to 

see this day. 

Please transfer what you can to salvage as much as possible. We already lost the Sorenson data base, Ancestry’s Y and 

mitochondrial DNA data base along with YSearch and MitoSearch. How much Y and mitochondrial DNA information, critical to 

genealogists and the history of humanity, has been lost forever? 

Let’s not lose the Genographic Project information too. Please salvage as much as possible by transferring - and spread the 

word. 

Please feel free to repost or preprint this article. 

 

https://affiliate.familytreedna.com/idevaffiliate.php?id=336
https://affiliate.familytreedna.com/idevaffiliate.php?id=336
https://affiliate.familytreedna.com/idevaffiliate.php?id=336
https://dna-explained.com/2015/05/15/rip-sorenson-a-crushing-loss/
https://dna-explained.com/2014/06/05/ancestry-com-discontinues-y-and-mtdna-tests-and-closes-data-base/
https://dna-explained.com/2014/06/05/ancestry-com-discontinues-y-and-mtdna-tests-and-closes-data-base/
https://dna-explained.com/2018/05/14/world-families-network-ysearch-and-mitosearch-bite-the-dust-thanks-so-much-gdpr/
https://www.familytreedna.com/landing/nat-geo-transfer.aspx#/verify


 

4 

 

This aid may help in your research: 
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KILROY WAS HERE! 

"Kilroy was here" messages were scrawled on surfaces 
throughout the world during and following World War 
II. They even appeared in Calhoun county (MS), where I 
grew up, during and after the war. The photo here 
shows it inscribed on the WWII Memorial in 
Washington. 

The strongest claim to who Kilroy was came from a 
contest by the American Transit Association to find the 
REAL Kilroy, offering a prize of a real trolley car to the 
person who could prove himself to be the genuine 
article.  

Almost 40 men stepped forward, but only James Kilroy 
from Halifax, Massachusetts had evidence of his 
identity. He was a welding inspector at a shipyard, and 
his job was to check the work done by others on the 
inner bottoms and inside the tanks of ships being 
manufactured there. He became frustrated with bosses 
who would not believe he had checked all the work 
areas. In a fit of pique one day, as he emerged from the 
hatch of a tank he'd just inspected, he scrawled in 
yellow crayon on its top, where the boss could easily 
see it, "Kilroy was here." To help prove his authenticity, 
James Kilroy brought along officials from the shipyard 
and some of the riveters. He won the trolley car.  

 

So the phrase that would quickly travel the globe and 
be found in unexpected places was born. As for the 
graphic that came to be associated with the phrase, it's 
not clear how the two came to work together. The little 
drawing of a man peeking over a wall, with just his eyes 
and nose (and sometimes his fingers) showing, began as 
a British cartoon.  

Kilroy’s "trademark" was seen by thousands who 
boarded the troopships the yard produced. They spread 
it all over and began placing the graffiti wherever they 
landed, claiming it was already there when they arrived. 
Kilroy became the Super-GI who always had "already 

been" wherever GIs went. It became a challenge to 
place the logo in the most unlikely places imaginable.  

As the war went on, the legend grew. Underwater 
demolition teams routinely sneaked ashore on 
Japanese-held islands in the Pacific to map the terrain 
for the coming invasions by U.S. troops (and thus, 
presumably, were the first GI's there). On one occasion, 
however, they reported seeing enemy troops painting 
over the Kilroy logo! In 1945, an outhouse was built for 
the exclusive use of Roosevelt, Stalin, and Churchill at 
the Potsdam conference. The first person inside was 
Stalin, who emerged and asked his aide (in Russian), 
"Who is Kilroy?" 

Editor’s Note: Thanks to Jim Young for this short version 
of an article from the March 2012 GSOC Newsletter. 
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Call to order: 10:34 am  
 

Approval of March Minutes: Val moved to approve the 
minutes as written. 
 

Finance Report – Phil – Bank Balance: $2041 with blue 
box balance of $678. 
  
Membership Report – Jerry – 67 paid/life members. 4 
more people haven’t renewed. 
  
Correspondence – Val – No report. If you aren’t getting 
her emails let her know. 
 
Newsletter – Ed – If you didn’t get a newsletter, he 
needs your email address. Visitors get 3 months of the 
newsletter by email. If you have anything for the 
newsletter it can be added. 
  
Genealogy Report – Margaret – No queries lately. 
  
Project Lead - Donna Elliot, Beverly Gross – Donna sent 
Cindy a report - the quick sheet is still a work in 
progress. They hope to have a draft finished in June.  
 
Website – Jim – For new members there is a website 
with lots of past information and upcoming events. Jim 
can give you the password to the Members Only Area. 
  
Presidents Report:  
 

• Book donation to Library from Tom Sajwaj – 
Legacies of our Great Grandmothers: Early 
Tennessee Women. 

  

• Book buy: 10 used books were purchased at a 
cost of $47. 

  

• Volunteers for Library: 1-4 on Wednesdays - 
passed signup sheet around. Starting to get 
some interest.  

 

• Day of DNA - 22 people attended. One no-show. 
4 new members gained. We made a profit of 
$163.32 

 
 

• Upcoming events: o 11 & 18 June: 6:00-7:30 pm 
– Basic DNA hands-on Workshop at the Niceville 
Library. Bring your laptop. Call the library to 
reserve a seat. You must have a reservation. 

 

• Fall Crestview Program - suggestions? Let Cindy 
know. 
  

Other Reports:  
Caroline Webber – taken custody of father’s 
genealogical data. 
 
Presentation:  
 

Google For Family History by Leslie Dannelly. Google 
can be an effective tool in your genealogical research. 
New information is added daily to millions of websites. 
Google helps you sift through all that information to 
find family history treasures! We will discuss what to 
use, how to use it and the expected results.  

 
mldannelly@gmail.com – email her with questions. 

 
Leslie was given local honey as a gift. 
  
Door prizes: Won by Judi, Jodi, and Barbara. 
 
Next meeting: June 22. Program to be announced later. 
  

Meeting adjourned: 11:42 am. 

Genealogical Society of Okaloosa County (GSOC) Meeting Minutes 

 25 May 2019  
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Officers for 2019 
President, Cindy Barber 
1st Vice President (Programs), Mike Kleypas 
2nd Vice President (Membership), Jerry Rush 
Treasurer, Phil Hoge 
Recording Secretary, Barbara Bethea 
Corresponding Secretary, Val Moreland 
 

Appointees: 
Immediate Past President, Jon Sheperd 
Journal Editor, Cindy Barber 
Genealogist, Margaret Harris 
Publicity Chairperson, Val Moreland 
Newsletter Editor, Edward Crosby 
Webmaster, Jim Young 

 
Addresses 

P.O. Box 1175, Fort Walton Beach, FL 32549-1175 
Email:  gsocokaloosa@yahoo.com 

Newsletter Editor: edcrosby@valp.net 
GENIE Section: EditorGSOCFLnews@gmail.com 

Genealogy Special interest Group: GSOCSGSIG@gmail.com 
 

Membership 
     Annual membership dues are $24 for individual and $35 for 
individual and spouse at same address. You can obtain a membership 
form from our web site or use the copy included in this newsletter. 

 
The Newsletter 

   The GSOC Newsletter is now published on or before the third 
weekend of each month. Suggestions for articles are welcome. The 
editor, Edward Crosby, can be contacted by phone at (850) 678-5423 
or by email at edcrosby@valp.net.   Letters to the editor are welcome 
and may be published. 

 
 

 
The Journal 

   The GSOC Journal, A Journal of Northwest Florida, is published once 
each year. The 2018 issue was published and distributed in 
September 2018 and has been mailed to all GSOC members.  The 
theme of the 2018 issue is the “Why did I come here”.  If you are a 
member and didn’t receive your copy, please contact us. 

  
NOTICE:  Web Site has been restored: 

http://www.rootweb.ancestry.com/~flocgs    
   The site is updated frequently and contains information 
about future GSOC meetings, minutes of past meetings, copies 
of the newsletters, articles and items of genealogical and 
historical interest, and much more. 
 

GSOC on Facebook 
http://www.facebook.com/okaloosagsoc 

   The address to the official page of the Genealogical Society of 
Okaloosa County is shown above; or you can go to your Facebook 
account and search for Genealogical Society of Okaloosa County.  
This page provides the latest information about our future meetings 
and other news that is important to members or prospective 
members.   There is also a Facebook group.  It is useful for exchanging 
information about your research and getting help with questions you 
may have about the Society or resources available to you.  You can 
find it by going to your Facebook account and searching for Friends 
of the GSOC 

The GSOC Books 
The five GSOC cemetery, marriage, and funeral books are all out of 
print, but are now available on the GSOC web site for reading on line 
and for downloading as searchable PDF files, at no charge. Please 
note that all these GSOC books are copyrighted by The Genealogical 
Society of Okaloosa County and may be only used for personal use. 
Reproduction is prohibited without the permission of the GSOC. 
Go to the web site, scroll down and click on the GSOC Books link, click 
on the name of the book to access, and read it on line. Save it to your 
computer to download it. Because of the size of these books, it may 
take them a few minutes to display (depending on the speed of your 
internet connection.)

GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY OF OKALOOSA COUNTY 
Web Site has been restored: www.rootweb.com/~flocgs   E-mail: gsocokaloosa@yahoo.com 
I hereby apply for membership or the renewal of my membership in the Genealogical Society of Okaloosa County 

 
ANNUAL DUES (Membership Year 1 Jan-31 Dec)  

Individual $24.00 Family $35.00 (For Individual & spouse at the same address) 
Please PRINT or TYPE all information: 

Name(s): ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:____________________________________________________________________________ 

Preferred Telephone (Home/Cell): ______________________E-Mail: _____________________________        Date: ______   

Can information be shared with other members? Name: Yes/No, Address: Yes/No, Phone: Yes/No, Email: Yes/No 

Your level of experience:  Beginner __   Intermediate __   Advanced ___    Family Genealogist __   Professional __ 
Please indicate areas of GSOC in which you would like to serve or contribute: 

Newsletter Editor__   Write Newsletter Articles__   Webmaster__   Journal Editor__   Journal Staff Member__   Write Articles for 
Journal__   Serve on Short-term Committee__   Nomination Committee__   Organize Field Trips__   Christmas Party Organizer__   
Give Genealogy Presentation__   Workshop Leader__   Workshop Volunteer__   Special Event Organizer__   Special Event 
Volunteer__   Librarian__   Publicity__   CD Sales__ 

Research: Name of families and states you are researching 
Surname State or Area  Surname State or Area 

     

     

     

PEASE MAIL FORM (ALONG WITH CHECK) TO THE GSOC P.O. ADDRESS ABOVE (OR BRING FORM AND CHECK TO NEXT SOCIETY 
MEETING)

Events and Information of GSOC Interest 

 

mailto:gsocokaloosa@yahoo.com
mailto:edcrosby@valp.net
mailto:EditorGSOCFLnews@gmail.com
mailto::%20GSOCSGSIG@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/okaloosagsoc
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Our next meeting will on Saturday, 

June 22th, at 10:30 am. 

 

 

Featuring: 

                              “ Ancient Diseases ” 

                                           presented by Cindy Barber                      
  
   
 

Fort Walton Beach Library 
185 Miracle Strip Parkway SE,  

Fort Walton Beach, Florida   32548 
 

“Whatever you know, whatever you learn – Pass it On!” 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Genealogical Society of 

Okaloosa County (GSOC) 
P.O. Box 1175 
Fort Walton Beach, FL  32549-1175 

 

 

 

 




