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Cindy Barber    
  Cindybarber2@gmail.com 

 
Is it really time for another newsletter?  As I write this, the pandemic seems to be getting worse. Okaloosa 
County's hospital beds are in short supply, Walmart and several other major retailers have mandated masks in 
all locations. The Flying J and Pilot truck stops were mandating masks several weeks ago.  
  
I asked each member of the board to write an article for the newsletter. Jodie and Barb's are in this issue. Are 
you "Doing Genealogy"? My cousins and I are starting in again after a hiatus. The heat and humidity of summer 
are driving us inside.  I tell Gerry we are practicing social distancing while being social as we compare notes and 
take the time to work on some of the 'little things' that may produce leads.  
  
If you have a breakthrough, a question, or just want to share, please email Nicki with a blurb for the 
newsletter.  Do you have an idea to keep the Society going while we await a vaccine?  
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Hello everyone, hope you're as busy as I am. I have more than enough time on my hands. Occasionally, I do random 
searches on Ancestry for ancestors that are hard to find information for. Recently, I was looking at my Huff ancestors. My 
grandmother was born Luna Huff. Her father was James Henry Huff and her mother was Victoria WASHINGTON Huff. 
James Henry was born before 1870 so he is listed on the 1870 census as Henry, along with his mother Martha and his 
grandmother Amy WATT Stephens.  

 
     I have always been curious about Martha's and James Henry's father, Tom Huff. Thomas Huff lived next door to a 

man named Moses WATT. This led me to believe he may have been related to Martha's mother or at least come from the 
same plantation/farm on which Amy had been enslaved. I discovered an intricate tree that included Moses WATT. The 
owner of this Ancestry tree posted this detailed story about Moses and his enslaver to include names:  

 

 
 

I have Ancestry/23andMe matches with all the surnames above listed in their trees. I also knew from Martha's death 
certificate that Amy Watt was born in North Carolina. I wish I had looked into Moses Watt more extensively before. After 
digesting this information I went back to the 1870 census and found a Ramsey and Kimbrough living nearby. I found an 
1869 Poll Tax document with Thomas Huff, Daniel Kimbrough, Ephraim Ramsey and Charles Ramsey. I believe Ephraim 
Peters  and Tom Watt changed their names to Ephraim Ramsey and Thomas Huff. I do know that Thomas, who had been 
in Virginia, was reunited with his father, Thomas Sr. This could be the reason for his name change. I do not 
know Ephraim's reasoning, but it was not uncommon for ex-slaves to change their names.  I can't wait to read the will of 
Hugh Boyd Watt to see how much more info I can find. 

 

Discovering the Watt Family   -   By Jodie Biles 
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When I started doing genealogy my mother neglected to tell me things.  When I found her mother in the 1920 census she 
was living with her parents but had a different last name.  Questioning my mother she said oh yes she was married before 
and he died in WWI.  Since we are living in the time of a pandemic I thought it would be interesting to bring up his 
death.  He actually died in England of the flu! 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

“In Memory Of My Dad” by Barbara Bethea 
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     How to Use Directories to find a missing Census: 
https://family-tree-advice.blogspot.com/2020/07/missing-census.html?fbclid=IwAR1gLxtYZvvq079Ed0qYGV-
X2YyjHWMwpiRmqYkl-UfgEZxZbsZ_yeaPWWA 

 

     Familytreewebinars: 
https://familytreewebinars.com/upcoming-webinars-multireg.php 

 

     Free: 
https://familytreewebinars.com/archived_webinars_free.php 

 
https://thegenealogyreporter.com/free-genealogy-webinars-for-april-2020/ 

 
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/premium/best-free-genealogy-websites/ 

 
https://www.pinterest.com/genealogyteach/free-genealogy-forms/ 
 
https://familytreewebinars.com/download.php?webinar_id=1288 
 
https://familytreewebinars.com/download.php?webinar_id=786 

 

     National Genealogical Society: 
https://www.ngsgenealogy.org/free-resources/websites/ 

 

     The Best Genealogy Blogs: 
https://blog.genealogybank.com/list-of-best-genealogy-blogs 

 

     50 Best Family History Blogs: 
http://freepeoplesearch.org/blog/50-best-family-history-blogs.html 
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Check out the website that has an article regarding:  Pensacola during the 1905 Yellow Fever Outbreak and  
    the 1918 Influenza Pandemic:   
 

   https://nwfloridahistory.com/2017/11/06/pensacola-disease-outbreaks-the-1905-yellow-fever-outbreak-the-1918-
influenza-pandemic/ 

 
                                                                                                           Coronavirus Information 
                                           

 

 

https://nwfloridahistory.com/2017/11/06/pensacola-disease-outbreaks-the-1905-yellow-fever-outbreak-the-1918-influenza-pandemic/
https://nwfloridahistory.com/2017/11/06/pensacola-disease-outbreaks-the-1905-yellow-fever-outbreak-the-1918-influenza-pandemic/
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