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At our March meeting on March 27, Janeen Bjork gave a fascinating presentation on 
how to “Create a Book” about your family and your history.  Her handout is attached at 
the end of this newsletter.  We hope it inspires you to create something that you and 
your family will enjoy.  It may seem  to be an overwhelming idea, but Janeen’s notes 
and suggestions make it very “doable.”   

The Monthly DNA Special Interest Group meetings have been discontinued.  If you have a specific question or 

concern, Immediate Past President Cindy Barber has graciously offered to assist.   

Saturday, April 24 — “How to Get the Most from Your atDNA Results” (More info on Page 2) 

Saturday, May 22—We’ll have a video presentation entitled “Home of the Brave—Land and Military Re-

search.”  This  is the first part of a two-part session, and this one focuses on Alabama genealogy and land 

research, but will have information that could be helpful in your own research topics.   (More info on Page 

5.) 



 

 

Program Details:  DNA has be-

come an important piece of ev-

idence to supplement our doc-

ument research. Join us as 

Kristina explains the benefits 

of using DNA, provides ideas 

to keep those cousin lists orga-

nized, and introduces some 

must-have tools to help it all 

make sense.  

 

Speaker Bio:  Kristina Gow Clever is a Professional Genealogist in 

Eufaula, Alabama, and founder of Clever Genetic Ancestry. She has 

been researching her family for over 30 years and has been using ge-

netic evidence to help people discover their biological roots for nearly 

10 years. She received the Boston University Certificate in Genealogical 

Research, participated in the ProGen Study Group, and has completed 

several advanced courses at genealogy institutes. She is a member of 

the Association of Professional Genealogists and has applied for certifi-

cation with the Board for Certification of Genealogists. Kristina also 

serves as President of the West Florida Genealogical Society in Pen-

sacola.  



Dues have been suspended for 2021 because of the pandemic.   



 

Genealogical Society of Okaloosa County 

Zoom Meeting Minutes 

GSOC Meeting: 2021_03_27 

Call to Order:  10:30 am 

Attendees: 

8 - Barbara Bethea, Jodie Biles, Jim Young, Cindy Barber, 

Margaret Harris, Sue Basch, Eppi Azzaretto, Betsy Christian-

son 
8 - Visitors: Janeen Bjork, Auriette Lindsey, Doug McCown, 

Steve and Linda Lant, Judy Jehn, Pam Murray, Martha Wood-

cock 

Presidents Report: 
(Margaret Harris) 

One of our members Jerry Rush passed away March 10. 

Membership Report: 
(Jodie Biles) 

59 members 

Programs Report: 
(Jodie Biles) 

April program: Kristina Clever, President of the West Florida 

Genealogy Society “Getting the Most from Your atDNA Re-

sults”. 
  
Working on May program for a geographical location.  Jodie 

has several different Alabama genealogy programs in mind.  A 

time of 30-45 minutes was suggested. 

Recording Secretary: 

(Barbara Bethea) 

Approval of February 2021 Minutes – Jodie moved we approve 

the minutes with the change to 60 members in and Eppi se-

conded.  All approved. 

Corresponding Secretary: 
(Donna Elliott) 

Nothing to report. 

Treasurer: 
(Phil Hoge by Barbara) 

Financial Report for board meeting: 
    Blue Book Balance:         $884.82 
    Treasury:                      $1,056.43 
    Bank Balance               $1,941.25 
Expenses since my last report are as follows: 
    Reimburse Phil Hoge $14.99 for monthly zoom payment 

from his credit card 
Deposits since my last report as follows: 
    Received donations from Sue Basch ($25.00) and Gail Meyer 

($24.00) of $40.00. 

Newsletter: (Eppi Azzaretto) Nothing to report 

Website: (Jim Young) Nothing to report 

Sig Reports: 

23&Me - Jodie - 1st Monday 6pm 
Family Tree Maker - Cindy- 1st Wednesday 6pm 
Family Search - Margaret - 3rd Wednesday 6pm 

Presenter: 
Janeen Bjork - You Should Write a Book: Writing your Family 

Story.  There is a handout in the chat. 



 

 

Questions Asked: Lots of questions were asked. 

Meeting Adjourned: 12:17 am 

  
  
  
  
 
                  

We’ll watch this 28-minute video together as a group, and then discuss 

ways in which the concepts presented might be helpful to each of us in 

our own research.   

The following four pages are the handout from Janeen Bjork, who was 

our March presenter.   










