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GSOC President's Corner 
 

Cindy Barber 
Cindybarber2@gmail.com 

I hope each of you is well and not touched by Covid-19. 
Like most of our neighbors, we used the first weeks 
working in the yard and doing those house chores that we 
always seem to put off. We had our old shed reskinned 
(planned before C-19) and I was so glad Sherwin Williams 
was still open! I called in my order and picked the paint up 
outside the store.  
 

When this started, my first thoughts were about all the 
genealogy work I was going to have time for. But with 
spring weather calling, I spent little time with my research. 
The dogs are enjoying all the playtime and walks, too!  
 

I returned to Genealogy this week. Here are some of the 
things I am doing, maybe they will give you some ideas: 
 

•  Make a word search puzzle -   
    https://thewordsearch.com/maker/  is a simple one.  I 
    found several, so do some searches.  
•  Make a Crossword Puzzle - there are several of these  
    online too.  
•  Create a well sourced tree for some of my Y-DNA 
    matches.  I've discovered that many of the trees of the  
    Y-DNA matches are no better than other trees. This was  
    disappointing to me, as I thought if people Y tested, they 
    would be more 'into' genealogy and have good trees.  
    Was I naive! It's fairly easy to prove the more recent  
    generations, but past that, I am finding people who have  
    NO PROOF of relationships and are very irate that I even  
    asked.  
•  Create an event and sources for at DNA matches who I  
    have placed in my tree, capturing screenshots of each  
    match.  I've attached details in a separate article.  Some 
    of these matches trees are not well sourced, so I made a 
    note to source their line later.  
•  Pick a random person in my tree and check for proper   
    sources.  I liked this one, I flipped through several people  
    I have not looked at in years. I've filled in several years  

    with directories and census records and removed some  
    sources that were obviously for a different person.  I   
    created tasks for more in-depth research later.  I started  
    by picking people with unusual names, like Arilda 
    Matilda.  
•  Verify parentage of people in my database.  This came  
    about when a DNA match had a child attached to the  
    sister of her actual mother.  The tree did not change, as  
    far as parents, and she quickly fixed her tree when I sent  
    her my sources.  I started with my immediate family and  
    this is going quickly.  It's also a good way to review my  
    research for missing sources.  For each person my  
    question is:  "How do I KNOW that they are his/her  
    parents?", or for those more BCGgy.... "What evidence  
    do I have proving that XX is the parent of YYY?"  
•  Learn new software.  I bought Deedmapper and learned  
    to plat metes and bounds deeds. This led to a HUGE  
    hint.  One of my most ancient ancestors actually lived on 
    the COAST, 30 miles from where we assumed he lived!  
    When he died his sons moved inland. I can't wait to get  
    to Baltimore and look at the old maps! 
•  Watch webinars.  There are lots of free ones out there  
    now - I watched one on Lucid chart, my favorite drawing  
    program for charts. I try to watch at least one a week.  
    My favorite site is: https://familytreewebinars.com/.  
 

There are many other sites as well, check out 
https://thegenealogyreporter.com/ for a list.  
 

>https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Family_History_Li
brary_Classes_and_Webinars 
 

>https://www.newyorkfamilyhistory.org/blog/upcoming-
free-webinars#upcoming 

 
We are looking forward to the library opening and re-
strictions easing so we can come together again.  

Stay safe! 

 

 The Genealogical Society of Okaloosa County, Florida 
April 18, 2020 
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(Mike Kleypas-Program Chairman) 
 

May 23rd  - The Border Reivers – Anglo-Scottish Border 
                   1350-1650 by Thomas Rutledge 
Jun 27th   - Research Logs and Citations 
                   by Kristina Clever 
 

Due to the present health risks, we had to cancel our 
programs scheduled for March and April.   Kristina Clever, 
was scheduled for our March presentation, and 
fortunately has agreed to reschedule for Jun 27th. John 
Marshall’s presentation was to be part of DNA Month and 
hopefully it can be rescheduled for a later date.   
 
In May, Thomas Rutledge, who was born in England and is 
presently stationed at Eglin, will discuss “The Border 
Reivers”. They were the families that fought on the 
Scottish, English border and defined a nation.  After 300 
years of blood and strife most were executed or deported 
to Ireland, then on to America.  There were approximately 
77 surnames classed as Border Reivers, with some stronger 
in numbers than others.  Tom, along with other Routledges 
founded the Routledge Clan Society which now has over 
100 members: www.clanroutledge.com.   Tom’s program 
will be interesting both from a historical and a genealogical 
perspective as several of our members can trace some 
Scottish Heritage. 
 

Program also to be rescheduled: 
African American History: The Challenges and Rewards 
By Jodie Biles 
 

African American Genealogy: How to Navigate the 
Obstacles by Jodie Biles which was scheduled for 18 April 
at the Crestview Library has been rescheduled for 
Saturday, 20 June 2020. 
 

A lot of interest in this subject was generated during our 
meeting in February.  I will be meeting with the staff in 
Crestview as soon as the library reopens to discuss where 
we want to take this program.  I will be helping anyone 
who wants to learn about records and organizations 
specific to African American Genealogy.  
 

GEDmatch recently started an Ancestry Project entitled: 
Enslaved and Enslavers DNA Project.  Anyone looking to 
discover more about their enslaved ancestors or who 
descended from a slave holding ancestor willing to share 
information about the enslaved is welcome to join the 
project. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Diahan Southard is the owner of yourDNAguide.  She 
started working with DNA in research labs 20 years ago 
and has been working in the genealogical community since 
the beginning.  This book is only about autosomal DNA.  
 

Written in a very personal style that I appreciated when I 
started, it quickly lost its appeal by page 6.  The grammar 
was off putting, sentences exceptionally long, and the 
speech was 'in my face'. For example, on page six, I was 
told to "put this book down right now..." in the middle of a 
single sentence that took up more than three lines of the 
paragraph.  
 

Forging ahead, because Diahan is an expert and I wanted 
to get to the 'meat' of the book, I found myself on page 20 
looking at a two-page graphic.  This is an overview of "The 
Plan". I realized it is an attempt to document her process 
flow.  The boxes have cryptic names like "MM.28", which 
refer to parts of four categories of steps. There are a lot of 
black, red and green arrows that seem to dance all over 
the pages.  
 

"Working your plan" explained the four concepts very well, 
but several places referred me to distant pages, and I 
quickly found myself flipping back and forth through the 
book while trying to follow the original paragraphs.  
 

Page 34 is the start of a section about searching for 
grandparents. On this single page (that is not even a full 
page), I was referred to three other pages.  Those pages in 
turned referred me to other pages. I was quickly lost. 
 

I often flip to the back of a book when checking it out. I am 
glad I did.  Page 100 is the start of the Learning Guides. 
Each chapter addresses a different topic, some very lightly 
and others more in-depth.  Her explanation of endogamy 
was quite easy to understand.  I suggest you explore these 
guides.  
 

I closed the book. I assume Diahan's process works, but 
let's be truthful here.  There is basically one process when 
working with autosomal DNA matches.  It is simple - you 
work to find a common ancestor.  Techniques for doing 
that are probably buried in this book. There may be gold 
hidden inside, but between the generous use of 
prepositional phrases, long sentences, style of speech and  
the helter-skelter instructions, I will not find it.  
 

UPCOMING SCHEDULE/RESCHEDULE 
OF PROGRAMS/ACTIVITIES 

Book Review – Cindy Barber 
Your DNA guide - the book 

by Diahan Southard 
 

http://www.clanroutledge.com/
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Hello everyone, hope you are all well and keeping busy 
during this challenging time.  I am thankful that I have a 
passion that keeps me entertained.  I sent out a reminder 
at the beginning of March about GSOC membership   >>>  

 

renewal.  I want to thank everyone for their timely 
responses.  We understand that these are not normal 
times and we are willing to adapt to the circumstances. 
Those of you who indicated that they wanted to pay at the 
next meeting, we will be happy to collect your dues and 
renew your membership at that time.  Until then keep 
researching and stay safe. 

 

https://thewordsearch.com/maker/ - to make up your own wordsearch puzzle! 

 
 

The April GSOC meeting is canceled.  

We hope it will be safe to gather for a meeting soon. 

 

Membership 
By Jodie Biles 

 

https://thewordsearch.com/maker/
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How to Create Sources to Document a DNA Match 

 
 

Finding the Most Recent Common Ancestor (MRCA) with a DNA match is always exciting!  Figuring out how to properly 
document that match has been a struggle.  I use four steps to 'source' an autosomal DNA match.  All screen shots are in 
Legacy, but you should be able to adapt this to whatever software you use.  
 

Step One:  Using the tree supplied by the match, I add their line to my tree.  I do this in a 'quick and dirty' fashion, using 
only the direct line and their spouses from the match to the MRCA.  I put birth and death dates if given.  I may put a 
state, but unless the name is quite common, I do not bother with places.  I estimate the birthdates of descendants based 
on their parent's dates.  
 

Why don't I type in the matches entire tree?  First, because our 'blood' relationship at this point is only on one line and 
second, because I want the online databases to generate hints for me.  It is my lazy way of building sources for the tree.  
 

 
How do I deal with usernames and private parents?  I will put in as much information as I can figure out.  The graphic 
below is an example of how I deal with private parents.        
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Free Internet Genealogy Magazine: 
https://internet-genealogy.com/New_Issue/IG_March2020.pdf 

 

     
 

https://internet-genealogy.com/New_Issue/IG_March2020.pdf
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