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SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT  

GSOC will NOT be having an April meeting at Fort Walton Library. Instead, we are hosting an all-

day seminar on DNA Testing in Crestview. Kristina Clever and John Marshall will be our speakers. 

Come learn about DNA Testing and what to do with your results. Seating is limited, so register 

soon! 
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April Newsletter 

President’s Corner 

 

April 25th commemorates the day in 1953 when 

Nature published the papers of James Watson, 

Francis Crick, Maurice Wilkins, and others on the 

discovery of DNA’s double helix and the completion 

of the Human Genome Project in 2003. We decided 

to celebrate with the Day of DNA on 27 April in 

Crestview. There will not be a meeting in Fort 

Walton Beach this month. 

The library volunteers have been really busy! Many 

of the Journals/Magazines have been indexed and 

the library will be making labels for the magazine 

boxes they are in. We've put the books from 

Valparaiso and Pensacola on the shelves. The 'non-

state' books are on the rear shelves. We are working 

to make this area look neater and get some signage.  

What do we need? We need volunteers! Can you 

give an hour of your time on a Wednesday to work 

in the Library? We are there to help library patrons 

with questions on Genealogy and to work in the 

collection. I used some of my volunteer time this 

week to research my own family.  We have openings 

on May 1, 15, 22, and 29.  

Don't have an hour, or not available on 

Wednesdays? Please help with the Quick Sheet 

Project! Donna and Beverly can tell you what 

information they need.  

If you have ideas for programs or workshops, please 

let Mike know.  

I will see a lot of you in Crestview on the 27th!  

Happy DNA Day!  

Cindy Barber 

(cindybarber2@gmail.com).  

863.307.2300 

 

 
 
 

 

May 25th “Google & Other Search Engines” presented by Leslie Dannelly 

 
As Program Chairman, I am attempting to research topics and speakers that will broaden our knowledge and advance 
our goals as a society.   Fortunately, we are blessed with members that possess a wealth of knowledge on many subjects 
and I would like to draw on some of that knowledge to share with all our members.  If anyone wishes to make a 
presentation, recommend topics or speakers please let me know.   
Mike Kleypas 
Program Chairman 
 
 

SPECIAL REPORT FROM MAGARET HARRIS 

Books I Own, Volume 1 

 

And "Yes", I will do lookups!  Please e-mail me: margaret.harris@gmail.com 
1.  Telephone Directories: 

• November 1965; Columbia, Mississippi; Published by Southern Bell 

Upcoming Programs 
 

 

mailto:cindybarber2@gmail.com
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• February 1970; Andalusia, Alabama; Published by General Telephone Company of Alabama.  Includes Brantley, 

Dozier, Gantt, and Red Level 

• October 1966; Columbus, Georgia (with Phenix City, Alabama); Published by Southern Bell  

• April 1969; Ozark, Alabama (with Ariton, Banks, Brundridge, Clio, Daleville, Echo, Louisville, and Newton); 

Published by General Telephone Company of Alabama 

2.  The Yellow River Railroad by Adrienne Clements; Published by Patagonia Press, Bagdad, Florida, 2004. 

3.  Lamar County Heritage by Leonard L. Slade, Sr.; Published by Gateway Press, Inc.; Baltimore, 1978; Pineywoods of 

South Mississippi, etc. 

4.  Okaloosa County Florida Cemeteries, Vol. III; Compiled by The Genealogical Society of Okaloosa County; Printed by 

CCP Bayou Print Shop 1996 

4.  Okaloosa County Florida Cemeteries Volume 1, Compiled by the Genealogical Society of Okaloosa County 

5.  A Look Back at the Way We Were, 1950-1996; Centel Phone Company.  Photos with names.  Okaloosa County, 

Florida.  There is no index, so rather than doing a look up, I can just bring this to pass around at a GSOC meeting, and/or 

at your request. 

6.  The Florida State Genealogical Society, Inc.  Surname Directory 1995; Compiled by Linda Pazics Kelback; Published by 

The Florida State Genealogical Society, Inc.; 1995. 

7.  AGS Magazine; Volume 39 (Spring/Summer 2007); Publication of the Alabama Genealogical Society, Inc.; Website: 

http://www.algensoc.org/ 

 

All these publications may be available in other places.  Check your search engine of choice (Google?) for PDF or 

digitized copies. 

 

Check the Library of Congress, the University of West Florida Archives, Worlcat.org, FamilySearch.org (Books), and our 

own website for the Genealogical Society of Okaloosa County https://sites.rootsweb.com/~flocgs/. 

 

 

REPORT FROM QUICK SHEET COMMITTEE 

 

The “Quick Sheet” Committee has been visiting local resources to determine what is available for use in researching your 

family history.  The following is how to use family history and local historical information on file at the Heritage Museum 

of Northwest Florida: 

• The Archives Room at the Heritage Museum, located in Valparaiso, Florida, contains two bookcases (14 & 15) 

that contain 3-ring, white binders, of Family History filed by surname.  Some of the binders contain extensive 

family histories and genealogies, while others consist only of photos or newspaper clippings.  

• Bookcases 1 – 4 contain published works and other compilations of local history from Okaloosa, Walton, and 

Santa Rosa Counties that may be of value when “filling in the blanks” and creating a more complete picture of 

the life and times of your ancestor.  

• The contents of Bookcases 1 – 4 and 14 and 15, will be available in the “Members Only” section of the GSOC 

website.  

• The Archives Room is only available with an appointment.  Call 850-678-2615.  The best time to research is on 

Fridays from 10:00 – 12:00.  

 

If you would like to help with this project and “check out” local resources, please contact Donna Elliott at 850-585-

1739, or delliott66@cox.net. 

http://www.algensoc.org/
https://sites.rootsweb.com/~flocgs/
mailto:delliott66@cox.net
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INFORMATION FROM THE EDITOR 

Here are three genealogy organizations you may want to join to help in your family research: 

1. The National Genealogy Society. Web address - https://www.ngsgenealogy.org/ 

Has a Free Resources section 

Membership cost:  

• Individual $70 (1 year), $130 (2 years), $190 (3 years), $2,500 (Life member) 

• Family $90 (1 year), $170 (2 years), $250 (3 years) 

2.  The American Ancestor Organization. Web site - https://www.americanancestors.org/index.aspx 

• Free On Line Family Tree available 

• Membership cost: Individual $94.95 a year, Family $119.95 a year. Free Guest Membership (limited data 

access) 

3. Florida Genealogy Society. Web address - https://flsgs.org/ 

Membership cost: Individual $25 a year, Family $35 a year 

OR Search for any state genealogy society 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Corrected minutes of the 23 February 2019 GSOC meeting are available on the web site: 

http://www.rootweb.ancestry.com/~flocgs 

 

 Call to order: 10:36 am 

Welcomed: Betsey Plantholt, winner of GSOC membership at the FHF and Jodie Miles, another new member.  

Lots of visitors were present.  

Genealogical Society of Okaloosa County (GSOC) Meeting Minutes 

 23 March 2019  

 

https://www.ngsgenealogy.org/
https://www.americanancestors.org/index.aspx
https://flsgs.org/
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Approval of February Minutes: Jon Sheperd had a correction about the lunches. He read his change and presented it to 
Barb to correct the minutes. Phil moved the minutes be approved as amended. They were approved.  

Finance Report-Phil: Bank balance: $1206.90 with blue box balance of $678.90.  

Membership Report-Jerry (from email): Looks like almost everyone has renewed.  

Correspondence -Val:  If you have changed your email please let Val know.  

Newsletter – Ed: He has updated the look for the newsletter.  

Genealogy Report: Margaret brought the banner today. It has been to several conferences and the conference disks are 
attached. We will try to find a way to hang it at the meetings. 

Quick Sheet Project: Donna and Beverly updated us on the Quick Sheet. They finished the section on the Heritage 
Museum. They found a lot of GSOC journals and scrapbooks that she brought to the meeting.  

Website – Jim: Nothing new  

Other Reports: Dean Debolt was a surprise guest. He presented us with a digital copy of our scrapbooks. Marion Roberts 
donated several Louisiana Journals to our collection.  

President’s Report: 

• Cindy passed around information on State Library & Archives of Florida Presentation: “20 Things You Didn’t 
Know You Would Find at the State Library”. 

• Library Volunteers: Wednesdays 1-4 Volunteers signed up for manning the library. GSOC will make volunteers 
available each Wednesday to help patrons and assist the library with the Genealogy books and questions. 
Volunteers who can answer DNA questions will be identified so the library can make patrons aware of when this 
help will be available.  

• Library - We have plenty of shelf space in the library. We are trying to get donations from other libraries. 
Members are also encouraged to donate.  

• Day of DNA – April 27 – Flyers were placed in each Okaloosa County library and sent to all area libraries and 
Genealogical Societies. Dean DeBolt took some for the Archives. Crestview Library has received some which are 
being sent down here. Registrations are coming in. 

Presentation: 

Tom Sajwaj - What have I accomplished? or What Am I Gonna do with my Genealogy Stuff? 

Information was presented on possible final products for your genealogy (comprehensive books, scrapbooks, working 
binders, dedicated websites, etc.). Several options were presented on what to do with the final products you create.  

Tom passed out many handouts including “My Genealogical Will for Preserving My Family History”.  

Jan O’Neal presented notebooks she is using to preserve her information (things she owns, family history information, 
etc.). Hilma Jenus presented how she gathers information from individuals and preserves it. She uses a book “Grandma, 
Tell Me Your Memories” for the questions she asks the individuals. 

Tom then presented a digital history of his sister.  

Tom received a container of honey donated by Ed Crosby as a token of appreciation for his presentation.  

Dean DeBolt gave a small talk after Tom’s presentation - The University of West Florida, University Archives and Family 
History Center in Pensacola will accept family history, collections and items. He actually had someone come in and get 
information about his grandfather that had been stored for 40 years. 

Door prizes: Won by Francis Hoge and Ed Crosby.  

Next meeting: April 27 – Day of DNA at the Crestview Library. Meeting adjourned: 12:12 pm.  
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Officers for 2019 
President, Cindy Barber 
1st Vice President (Programs), Mike Kleypas 
2nd Vice President (Membership), Jerry Rush 
Treasurer, Phil Hoge 
Recording Secretary, Barbara Bethea 
Corresponding Secretary, Val Moreland 
 

Appointees: 
Immediate Past President, Jon Sheperd 
Journal Editor, Cindy Barber 
Genealogist, Margaret Harris 
Publicity Chairperson, Val Moreland 
Newsletter Editor, Edward Crosby 
Webmaster, Jim Young 

 
Addresses 

P.O. Box 1175, Fort Walton Beach, FL 32549-1175 
Email:  gsocokaloosa@yahoo.com 

Newsletter Editor: edcrosby@valp.net 
GENIE Section: EditorGSOCFLnews@gmail.com 

Genealogy Special interest Group: GSOCSGSIG@gmail.com 
 

Membership 
     Annual membership dues are $24 for individual and $35 for 
individual and spouse at same address. You can obtain a membership 
form from our web site or use the copy included in this newsletter. 

 
The Newsletter 

   The GSOC Newsletter is now published on or before the third 
weekend of each month. Suggestions for articles are welcome. The 
editor, Edward Crosby, can be contacted by phone at (850) 678-5423 
or by email at edcrosby@valp.net.   Letters to the editor are welcome 
and may be published. 

 
 

 
The Journal 

  
  The GSOC Journal, A Journal of Northwest Florida, is published once 
each year. The 2018 issue was published and distributed in 
September 2018 and has been mailed to all GSOC members.  The 
theme of the 2018 issue is the “Why did I come here”.  If you are a 
member and didn’t receive your copy, please contact us. 

  
NOTICE:  Web Site has been restored: 

http://www.rootweb.ancestry.com/~flocgs    
   The site is updated frequently and contains information 
about future GSOC meetings, minutes of past meetings, copies 
of the newsletters, articles and items of genealogical and 
historical interest, and much more. 
 

GSOC on Facebook 
http://www.facebook.com/okaloosagsoc 

   The address to the official page of the Genealogical Society of 
Okaloosa County is shown above; or you can go to your Facebook 
account and search for Genealogical Society of Okaloosa County.  
This page provides the latest information about our future meetings 
and other news that is important to members or prospective 
members.   There is also a Facebook group.  It is useful for exchanging 
information about your research and getting help with questions you 
may have about the Society or resources available to you.  You can 
find it by going to your Facebook account and searching for Friends 
of the GSOC 

The GSOC Books 
The five GSOC cemetery, marriage, and funeral books are all out of 
print, but are now available on the GSOC web site for reading on line 
and for downloading as searchable PDF files, at no charge. Please 
note that all these GSOC books are copyrighted by The Genealogical 
Society of Okaloosa County and may be only used for personal use. 
Reproduction is prohibited without the permission of the GSOC. 
Go to the web site, scroll down and click on the GSOC Books link, click 
on the name of the book to access, and read it on line. Save it to your 
computer to download it. Because of the size of these books, it may 
take them a few minutes to display (depending on the speed of your 
internet connection.)

GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY OF OKALOOSA COUNTY 
Web Site has been restored: www.rootweb.com/~flocgs   E-mail: gsocokaloosa@yahoo.com 
I hereby apply for membership or the renewal of my membership in the Genealogical Society of Okaloosa County 

 
ANNUAL DUES (Membership Year 1 Jan-31 Dec)  

Individual $24.00 Family $35.00 (For Individual & spouse at the same address) 
Please PRINT or TYPE all information: 

Name(s): ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:____________________________________________________________________________ 

Preferred Telephone (Home/Cell): ______________________E-Mail: _____________________________        Date: ______   

Can information be shared with other members? Name: Yes/No, Address: Yes/No, Phone: Yes/No, Email: Yes/No 

Your level of experience:  Beginner __   Intermediate __   Advanced ___    Family Genealogist __   Professional __ 
Please indicate areas of GSOC in which you would like to serve or contribute: 

Newsletter Editor__   Write Newsletter Articles__   Webmaster__   Journal Editor__   Journal Staff Member__   Write Articles for 
Journal__   Serve on Short-term Committee__   Nomination Committee__   Organize Field Trips__   Christmas Party Organizer__   
Give Genealogy Presentation__   Workshop Leader__   Workshop Volunteer__   Special Event Organizer__   Special Event 
Volunteer__   Librarian__   Publicity__   CD Sales__ 

Research: Name of families and states you are researching 
Surname State or Area  Surname State or Area 

     

     

     

PEASE MAIL FORM (ALONG WITH CHECK) TO THE GSOC P.O. ADDRESS ABOVE (OR BRING FORM AND CHECK TO NEXT SOCIETY 
MEETING)

Events and Information of GSOC Interest 

 

mailto:gsocokaloosa@yahoo.com
mailto:edcrosby@valp.net
mailto:EditorGSOCFLnews@gmail.com
mailto::%20GSOCSGSIG@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/okaloosagsoc
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Our next meeting will on Saturday, 

April 27th, at 10:30 am – 3:30 pm 

at Robert Sikes Public Library, 1445 Commerce Dr, Crestview, FL 

 

Featuring: 
an all-day seminar: 

                  “DAY of DNA” 
                       Presented by GSOC 

                                         Registration Required for this presentation  
   

 
 
 
 

“Whatever you know, whatever you learn – Pass it On!” 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Genealogical Society of 

Okaloosa County (GSOC) 
P.O. Box 1175 
Fort Walton Beach, FL  32549-1175 

 

 

 

 


