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2009  MEETINGS 
 

Tuesday, March 3, 2009 – TOM KEMP 
 “The Web Sites You Really Use” 
 
Tuesday, April 7, 2009 – BRYAN MULCAHY 
 “Pre-1820 Immigration to the New 
World” 
 
Tuesday, May 5, 2009 – ANNE YOUNG 
 “Photographs and Souvenirs” 

March 2009 
Volume 30, Issue 3 

Unlocking the past 
Towards the future 

 
 

 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
It was not too long ago that I was welcoming everyone to join in our new season.  We are 
now about through the 2008/2009 meeting season with only our April and May meetings 
remaining.  We have had a great series of meetings that were well attended, and we 
again thank Jean Morris for all her efforts to provide us with interesting and enlightening 
programs and speakers. Since computers are such an integral part of today's genealogical 
research, we have moved our Computer SIG presentations to follow our main speaker on 
our general meeting day; this makes for a full morning meeting, and we still finish about 
noon. This change has worked well.  Also, our RootsMagic SIG is up and running, and be-
ing enjoyed by all the participants. We thank Phyllis Doucette and Anne Young for their 
efforts to help us  manage our genealogical data in this age of computers. See you at our 
next meeting, and happy "genealogy hunting". 
  
Jim McHugh, President MGS 

Manasota Genealogical Society 
http://www.rootsweb.com/~flmgs 
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don't look in the family bible for your ancestor, look in the 

family cookbook! 
by Jean Sansenbaugher Morris 

174 Osprey Circle, Ellenton FL 34222,  jmorris161@tampabayrr.com 
 
 Some years ago when I lived in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, I had been invited to speak before the Ma-
honing County Ohio Chapter of Ohio Genealogical Society at the Mahoning Valley Historical Society in 
Youngstown, Ohio. My topic was Library Research in Pennsylvania. At the close of my lecture a man at the 
back of the room asked me, "Jean, I think we are related through our Sansenbacher lineage." He proceeded to 
tell me his ancestor's names - and I agreed with him that although I was not aware of the 'connection' that I did 
know that my great aunt who was born Elizabeth Sansenbaugher 1836 in Ohio  had 3rdly married his widowed 
ancestor John Sanzenbacher of Canfield, Mahoning County, Ohio. 
 
 We discussed what we knew about my Elizabeth's parentage, and the parentage of his ancestor John but 
neither of us had been able to go back from that generation. There were no Bible records in either of our fami-
lies, and of course neither of us had available to us the kind of passenger records which we have today. Months 
later I received many papers from this gentleman, and among them was the entry following taken from his fam-

ily cookbook. From this location in Germany, we were able to take this family back four more generations to 
the year 1693 in Oberweissach, Canton of Backnang, Wurrtemberg, Germany from parish records held by the 
LDS Church on microfilm, and personal research made in Wurrtemberg. 
 

 

 

I�TER�ET HOTSPOTS I� BRADE�TO� 

 
 

There are places  downtown in Bradenton (i.e. main library) and Sarasota called HotSpots 
where you may have free internet access.  There are steps to log onto a Bright House Net-
works wireless hot spot for Road Runner High Speed Online customers. Access for this is 
free. However for other providers there is an hourly charge 
 

For more information: 877 897-7333 or  
Email: tampabay.wireless@mybrighthouse.com 

 
 

I googled ’internet hotspots Bradenton fl’ and found the following site.    

www.superpages.com/cities/mtg/wifi/fl/bradenton/   

The site tells you what sites are free but I assume  
you may have to pay to use your provider. 

 
There were pages of information in google. 

To find out more, ask Phylllis Doucette.  
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The Manatee Central Library, in downtown Bradenton, holds Manatee County's 
genealogy reference department, and maintains the Eaton Room for Florida His-

tory.    For access to the complete catalog of the library online go to:  
http://library.co.manatee.fl.us/#focus 

Manatee County Public Library System 
1301 Barcarrota Blvd. West 
Bradenton, FL 34205-7522 
Phone: (941) 748-5555 
Fax (941) 749-7191  

reference@co.manatee.fl.us   
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"THE CITY DIRECTORY: A Genealogical Gold Mine", by William Dollarhide (published in “Genealogy Pointers”, 
Feb. 10, 2009 – www.genealogical.com; permission granted to MGS by Genealogical Publishing Co.) 
 
City directories may be one of the most underused genealogical sources available. Old city directories exist for virtually 
every community in America, often going back to the establishment of a community. Many of the privately published city 
directories date back over a hundred years, and some of these collections are complete for every year in which a directory 
was published. Surprisingly, those that exist are quite easy to find. They are usually located in the public library serving a 
particular city.  
 
For example, when I first started in genealogy, I was living in Seattle, Washington, where I soon discovered the wonder-
ful collection of city directories at the main branch of the Seattle Public Library. Their collection of city directories, with 
some gaps in the early years, dates back to 1877. (The city was founded in 1853.) From about 1885 onward, the collection 
is complete for every year, with an annual city directory for Seattle and its environs. (In some years, competing publishers 
produced more than one directory.) I should add that the library's collection of Seattle telephone directories for over 60 
years complements its city directory holdings.  
 
City directories typically list the name of each resident, an address, and a surprising amount of information, including 
occupation. City directories provide an unmatched source for finding the exact place a person lived, and they often func-
tion as a surrogate source of information about residents for a particular time period. City directories can act as a substi-
tute to the lost 1890 census, for example. Virtually every city in America with a public library has a collection of city 
directories for that city. New York City's directories go back to the 1730s, and they are nearly complete through 1933, the 
last year a city directory was produced for Manhattan. The New York Public Library has an outstanding collection of the 
old city directories. Boston's city directories go back even further than New York's, and the Boston Public Library's col-
lection is a real treasure.  
 
There have been many different directory publishers; however, by far the largest is the R. L. Polk Company. Today, this 
company has offices in the largest cities of America, where you may visit their library of current city directories. Check 
the yellow pages to find the R. L. Polk office nearest you, and you will discover a resource for current directories. 
(Current city directories give more detail about a person than the online residential directories). Older city directories, 
however, are almost exclusively found in public libraries, college libraries, and archives nearest to the city in question.  
 

The Cross-Street Index  

 
A feature in most 20th-century city directories is a cross-street index, found at the back of the volume. This index is ar-
ranged according to the address of the houses, apartments, or businesses in the city, followed by the house number and 
names of residents at each address. Using this feature, a researcher can learn the names of people living next door to a 
relative. Next-door neighbors of a decade earlier, for example, may still live there and remember your relatives. Their 
presence may help you to locate lost relatives.  
The cross-street index is also a resource for people whose names may have changed. For example, a woman living alone 
at a particular address in 1938 does not appear in the 1939 directory. But, by going to the 1939 cross-street address listing 
for the same address, you might discover that the woman had married and was still living in the same house, as well as 
learn the identity of her new husband!  
 

Old City Directories on Microfilm  

 
City directories for the 50 largest cities in America dating before 1860 have been collected together and microfilmed. The 
collection was produced by Research Publications, Inc. (12 Lunar Dr., New Haven, CT 06525), and it is available for sale 
to the public. The Family History Library in Salt Lake City has this complete collection, and you can find a particular 
directory by searching for that city in the Family History Library's catalogue. Just access the FHL's website at 
www.familysearch.org and use the keyword "city directories [name of city]" to search for a particular book.  
 

(Continued on page 5) 

Thanks to Jim McHugh for submitting. 
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Genealogy in City Directories  

 
Since the information in city directories is far more revealing than just a name and address, a typical city directory can be a 
genealogical gold mine. Here is a transcription taken from a city directory for the town of Whatcom (now Bellingham), 
Washington, for the year 1893:  
Clancy, Annie (wid Patrick), res bet R R tracks nr B B & E round house  
Clancy, John, lab B B I Co mill  
Clancy, Mary, clk Montague & Mchugh, bds Mrs Annie Clancy  
Clancy, Michael, lab B B I Co mill  
Clancy, Wm., lab B B I Co mill  
The five entries above read like a family group sheet! First, the directory informs us that Annie Clancy is a widow, and her 
deceased husband's name was Patrick Clancy. The Mary Clancy boarding with Annie Clancy appears to be a daughter, and 
the three men who all work at the same place likely are Annie's sons. 
  
The following example from a 1955 city directory for Waterbury, Connecticut, displays some interesting entries for the name 
Culotta:  
Culotta Augustine r 29 Crescent  
Charles G slsman r 29 Crescent  
John died June 6 1954 age 65  
Joseph P slsman r 29 Crescent  
Mariano h 42 Cooke  
Mary M wid John h 29 Crescent  
Rose M slswoman Hartford r 29 Crescent  
Thomas C student r 29 Crescent  
 
The foregoing entries tell us quite a bit about this family. First, note that it gives an age and exact date of death for John Cu-
lotta and that his widow was Mary M. Culotta, who owned a house at 29 Crescent Street in Waterbury. (By the way, "r" indi-
cates a renter, and "h" indicates a home owner.) Also living at that address were Augustine; Charles and Joseph P. Culotta, 
both salesmen; Rose Culotta, a saleswoman working in Hartford; and Thomas, a student--all of whom could be the children 
of John and Mary Culotta. Since all of the Culottas in Waterbury, Connecticut, in 1955 lived in the same house except for 
Mariano Culotta--who owned a house at 42 Cooke Street--one can infer that Mariano was probably related to the others. The 
above examples illustrate that family relationships can be gleaned from city directories, and sometimes a surprising amount 
of detail is revealed. The examples are not unique. They are typical of virtually every city directory that has been published 
for cities and towns across the country. Unlike its offspring, the phone book, a city directory has a great deal more to say 
about the inhabitants of a city or town.  
 

Finding City Directories  

 
To learn what city directories exist for the locality and time period of your investigation, address a letter to the "Reference 
Librarian" at the public library for your city of interest. Include a self-addressed stamped envelope (SASE). You can get the 
address of that library from the "American Library Directory," published by the R. R. Bowker Co., available at your local 
library. Every library in America has this directory, which lists the addresses and phone numbers for all American libraries, 
whether public, private, special collection, college, or archives. You will also find descriptions of the holdings of a selective 
list of public libraries with genealogy collections in my book, GETTING STARTED IN GENEALOGY ONLINE. For more 
information on this book, please access the following link:  

http://www.genealogical.com/index.php?main_page=product_info&item_number=1499&�LC-GenPointers1  
 
Although many libraries will not conduct any research for you, they will almost certainly answer your query. Then, contact a 
local genealogical society and see if a volunteer is available to go to the library and do some looking for you. Most genea-
logical societies render this service, for which a small donation to the society is customary.  
 

��������������������� 
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Permission granted  to MGS  
by George Morgan 

February 2009 MGS Program Notes 
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SEARCHI�G FOR MILITARY RECORDS 

 
Submitted by Dorothy Lindquist 

 
The article and the following information was sent to my brother-in-law when he made an inquiry about his 
records. 
 
From the letter: “If the record was here on July 12, 1973,  it would have been in the area that suffered the most 
damage in the fire on that date and may have been destroyed. The fire destroyed the major portion of records of 
Army military personnel for the period 1912 through 1959, and records of Air Force personnel with surnames 
Hubbard through  Z for the period 1947 through 1963. Fortunately, there are alternate records sources that often 
contain information which can be used to reconstruct service record data lost in the fire”.  
Signed Del May, Archives Technician, National Personnel Records Center, Military Personnel Records, 9700 
Page Avenue, St Louis, MO 63132-5100. Dated May 1, 2002. 

(Continued on page 8) 
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The military draft cards can be accessed through Ancestry.com. There are three forms for W..W.I. You can 
print each of the three forms as it will help read the cards themselves. In searching the W.W.I draft cards, I dis-
covered they are sometimes difficult to read. There is a TIP (located under the image) where you can download 
or copy the blank forms for Draft Registration Card A—5 June 1918, Draft Registration Card B—5 July 1918; 
and Registration Card C—12 September 1918. The blank forms are a big help in deciphering the information 
on individual draft cards. Just type in the name of the draft registree and you should get the draft card, if the 
person was drafted during W.W. I. Thought this might be of interest to those who are researching the draft 
cards. 
 

������������������� 

(Continued from page 7) 

 

Kicking the Tires of Popular Genealogy Software: 

Which to Get? 

 
Presented by Drew Smith, MLS 

 
 Synopsis: Whether you’re deciding on your first genealogy software, or thinking of switching, You’ll 
 want to hear the pluses and minuses of each of the most popular packages. What should you be looking 
 for in a genealogy database software product?  

 Comparison Points: 

 

  Cost 
   Basic Features 
    Data  entry and display (pedigree, family grouop) 
    Citing sources 
    Searching 
    Charts and reports (pedigree, family group, Ahnentafel, descendants) 
    Import/export of data 
    Software documentation   
   Advanced features 
    Maintaining a task/to-do list 
    Getting research help 
    Searching online databases 
    Publishing a book 
 
Permission granted  to MGS        

Product Current Version 

(as of 3 Jan 2009) 

Publisher/Web Address 

Family Tree Maker 2009 18.0.0.95 MyFamily.com 
familytreemaker.com 

Legacy Family Tree Standard 
Legacy Family Tree Deluxe 

7.0.0.86 Millennia Corporation 
Legacyfamilytree.com 

Roots Magic 3.2.6 RootsMagic 
rootsmagic.com 

The Master Genealogist (Silver) 
The Master Genealogist (Gold) 

7.03.0000 Wholly Genes Software 
whollygenes.com 

January 2009 MGS Program Notes 
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Ancestor Show and Tell  

By George Morgan 
 
Genealogy is a lot more than just names, dates, places, and old documents. Our ancestors were living, 
breathing individuals who worked hard to support themselves and their families. They lived in and partici-
pated in their communities’ social and economic life. They bought food and clothing or they produced their 
own. Most attended school and religious services, had hopes and dreams, and experienced joys and sorrows 
the same as we do. 
 
I know that all of that seems pretty obvious. However, our ancestors’ lives aren’t just the sum of the docu-
mentation found in courthouses, archives, and cemeteries that we track down in person or on the Internet. 
Our ancestors and their family members had physical possessions that they used each day, and some of 
them survive in the caring hands of family and members today. These ‘artifacts’ help bring our ancestors’ 
lives into focus. 
 
The Family Archivist 
 
Many of us have inherited one or more special heirlooms from one or more generations past. I was never shy 
in asking for specific items to be willed to me. However, this also resulted in relatives sending me the items 
they couldn’t bring themselves to throw out. I therefore became the family archivist for many of the other-
wise unwanted bits and pieces of our families’ past. My home if filled with framed vintage photographs and 
picture postcard and has become the repository for family china, crystal, and silver. I have a number of an-
tique furniture pieces, including a handmade drop-leaf table made on an ancestor’s farm in the 1740s. Em-
broidery and lace tatting pieces that were gifts from a maternal aunt are carefully stored, and I use some of 
those pieces every day. The love letters exchanged by my paternal grandparents were a gift from my 
brother about 7 years ago and are being transcribed and preserved. Miscellaneous bits of 19th and 20th cen-
tury gold jewelry and pocket watches are kept in the safe deposit box. A quilt, and engraved tooth glass, a 
gold-stamped leather portfolio, a few farm tools, and miscellaneous bric-a-brac are all part of my family 
archive. 
 
I feel incredibly fortunate to have inherited or been given these family artifacts, I display many of them and 
like to make use of them. These objects make me feel like I am living with my familial generations. I often 
find myself handling and examining an item in detail. It causes me to contemplate the person or family who 
once owned and handled it. A special meal for friends or family means that the dining room table is set with 
a grandmother’s lace-edged tablecloth and old linen napkins. I use china from the 1800s and a hodgepodge 
of family silverware, serving bowls and platters, and unmatched glassware and crystal. It may sometimes 
look like thrift store table, but each and every piece has a history. I’ve even recorded every family item in 
my possession with an individual photograph and its story (or provenance) and filed them all in binders by 
category. A digital copy of all of this is burned to a CD and placed in the safe deposit box, too. This collec-
tion will provide a visual and written record of each item for reference by the people who inherit these 
items from me. 
 
Engage in Show-and-Tell 
 
By now, however, you’re probably drooling. You’re also probably contemplating those items that you might 
have in your possession, and those family objects I the closets and basements of your parent and grandpar-
ents, siblings, cousin, aunt and uncles, Why do you Care? 
 
You now know that I am a confirmed collector. I would have to be an established packrat to have moved 
this ever-growing assemblage of family “stuff” from North Carolina to Illinois, Michigan, and now Florida. 
:However, you also know that I use the objects and don’t just box and store them 

(Continued on page 10) 
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When I attend a family reunion, I always take 5 or 6 items with me to show the relatives gathered there. It’s great 
to tell the history of a piece and help my relatives understand the connection to specific ancestors. It invariably 
results in questions about other items they may have art home. We typically then get into a discussion of our ances-
tors and their lives. And while many of the relatives don’t want to know anything about “genealogy”, their interest 
is suddenly piqued by a biographical story of a “real-life person”. 
 
My first cousins and their families are frequent houseguests when they come to Florida. The fact that so many fam-
ily items are being used or displayed, including ones they remember from their childhood that once were in our par-
ents’ and grandparents’ homes, generates a lot of conversation. Family stories are shared and I’ve learned a great 
deal from them that I never knew before. Occasionally after a visit, I’ll receive a small package in the mail with a 
note that says something like, “You really should have this/”f You’d better believe that my pulse starts racing! 
 
Our local genealogical society occasionally presents and “Ancestor Show-and-Tell” as one of our monthly programs. 
We invite our members to bring an item to the meeting that they find interesting and share its story with our mem-
bers. It’s always interesting to hear the stories of the ancestors who owned or used the object. Sometimes the ac-
counts of where and how they obtained the item, how they researched its background, and how they preserve it are 
equally as fascinating. (One member found on eBay a small wooden box of patent medicines bottled by her great-
grandfather!) 
 
 
Family History on Parade 
 
Family history isn’t something that you just enter into a genealogy database program or file in a binder or folder. It 
is a vibrant thing that represents our family and its background and origins. The artifacts that have been preserver 
need not have a financial value to be priceless to us. Your grandmother’s address book has no intrinsic value to any-
one, yet it is one artifact that represents her family and social circle fro your consideration. The old pipe your fa-
ther smoked is probably worthless to anyone else, but it conjures up an image of him relaxing and contemplating 
the world around him in a way that brings him to life. 
 
Consider unpacking some of those family objects and making them a part of your everyday life. Frame copies of 
family pictures and proudly display them. Wear a piece of heirloom jewelry to a genealogy society meeting or to 
another social gathering. Take photos and other items to family gatherings, Use you grandmother’s china and silver-
ware. And be sure to use every opportunity to bring these people back to life by incorporating their “things” into 
your everyday life and by sharing their stories with others. If feels very, very good! 
 
Happy Archiving!  George 

 
This is a Plus Edition article written by George G. Morgan and copyrighted by the author. Published in Eastman’s Online Geneal-
ogy Newsletter  3 August 2008 and is printed with the permission of the compiler. 

 

������������������ 

Anne Young will be presenting in May— Now is a good time to start thinking about how  
you can share your treasures with her.   

.  

Aaron Benson 

 

21 Jan 1814—9 Mar 1897 

Dulcena Bills 

 

12 May 1820—20 Oct 1885 

These pictures of my grgrgr 
grandfather (Aaron Benson) 
and grgrgr grandmother 
(Dulcena Bills Benson) were 
given to me by an excellent 
researcher on the internet. Eve-
rything was sourced—I verified 
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�EW GE�EALOGY BOOKS, CE�TRAL LIBRARY 

 

Submitted by Pam Gibson 

 
 All by author Clifford Neal Smith 
  

Gen 929.343 Smi 

Reconstruced Passenger Lists for 1850: Hamburg to Australia, Brazil, Canada, Chile and the United 
States. (Series: German and Central European Emigration / Monograph #1) 
2005 reprint of original 1980 work. Published by Clearfield 
  

Gen 929.343 Smi 

Emigrants fromSaxony (Grand Duchy of Sachsen-Weimar-Eisenach) to America, 1854, 1859. (Series: 
German-American Genealogical Research / Monograph #4) 2007 reprint of original 1974 work. Published 
by Clearfield 
  
Gen 929.343 Smi 

Emigrants from the Principality of Hessen-Hanau, Germany, 1741-1767 (Series: German-American Ge-
nealogical Research / Monograph # 6) 2007 reprint of 1979 original work. Published by Clearfield 
  

Gen 929.342 Smi 

Nineteenth-Century Emigration from Kreis Simmern (Hunsbrueck), Rheinland-Pfalz, Germany, to Brazil, 
England, Russian Poland and the United States of America. (Series: German-American Genealogical Re-
search / Monograph #8) 2004 reprint of 1982 original work. Published by Clearfield 
  

Gen 929.343 Smi 

Emigrants from the West-German Fuerstenberg territories (Baden and the Palatinate) to America and 
Central Europe 1712, 1737 and 1787. (Series: German-American Genealogical Research / Monograph #9) 
2007 reprint of 1981 original work. Published by Clearfield. 
  

Gen 929.344 Smi 

Emigrants from France (Haaut-Rhin Department) to America 1837-1844 and 1845-1847. (Series: French-
American Genealogical Research / Monograph #2, Parts 1 and 2)  2007 reprint of 1986 original work. 
Published by Clearfield. 

 

The Manatee Central Library, in downtown Bradenton, holds Manatee County’s genealogy 

reference department, and maintains the Eaton Room for Florida History. For access to the 

complete catalog of the library online go to: http//library.co.manatee.fl.us/#focus 

 

Manatee County Public Library System 

1301 Barcarrota Blvd. West 

Bradenton, FL 34205-7522 

Phone: (041) 748-5555 

Fax (941) 749-7191 

reference@co.manatee.fl.us 
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"JOTS FROM JEA! " 
 
Palatines To America Library, Columbus OH closed. Its collection has been transferred to the Columbus Metropolitan Library in 
Columbus OH and will be available there for use by patrons the first quarter of 2009. This library had extensive German research 
sources gathered over the years and had been housed at the Capitol University Campus in Columbus OH. [From Dick Eastman's 
online genealogy newsletter Nov. 2008]. 
 
Early Massachusetts Vital Records 1600-1849.  Check out http.www.ma-vitalrecords.org/. These records were published in the 
early 1900s and are commonly referred to as the Tan Books. They were compiled from all of the town, clerk and court records, as 
well as private records, Bibles, tombstone readings etc. They are a research said, not a source. [From Central FL G.S. Treasure 

Chest !ews Vol. 29, No. 9 Dec/Jan 2009] 
 
Resources at the Archives Service Center, University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh Pa.  This special collection was begun as part of the 
History Dept. of the University, where it actively collected materials of the Labor Movement in the region, private papers of indi-
viduals, as well as local and regional organizations. The collection now contains over 30,000 linear feet, 2-1/2 million books and 
75 to 100,000 volumes are acquired each year. You do not have to be a Pitt student to use the Archives. Of particular interest are 
the G.M. Hopkins Insurance Company Plot Maps showing properties, cemeteries, mills, churches etc. Many of these items can be 
accessed through the Historic Pittsburgh websute at http://digital.library.pitt.edu./pittsburgh/.  [From Jots from the Point !ewslet-

ter published by the Western Pennsylvania Genealogical Society, Dec.2008/January 2009, Volume 35 No. 3,  the issue can be seen 
in the MGS Library shortly donated by Jean Morris. 
 
Florida State Census Collection Now Available Online. According to historical documents available as part of Ancestry.com's new 
Florida State Census Collection, actress Faye Dunaway, famous for her performances in "Bonnie and Clyde" and "Mommie Dear-
est" was a 4 year old living with her parents and brother in Florida in 1945, and NASCAR co-founder William France, Sr., was 
already in the car business by 1935, listed as a mechanic living in Daytona. Now, others with Florida roots can make discoveries 
about their own relatives. Ancestry.com has digitized and indexed the 1867, 1875, 1935 and 1945 Florida State censuses, which 
contain more than 3.8 million names and 75,000 original images. Florida and South Dakota are the only two U.S. states to have 
completed a census as recently as 1945. Ancestry.com also offers other Florida historical records including the 1885 Florida State 
census, a Florida marriage collection (1822-1875 and 1927-2001), the Florida Death Index (1877-1998), Florida passenger lists 
(1898-1951) and Florida land records. [Posted by Dick Eastman on Dec. 18, 2008 on his blog http://blog.eogn.com/
eastmans_online_genealogy/2008/12/florida-state-c.html]. 
 
Why You Need a Second (and Better) E-mail Address. This article can be viewed in two parts on Dick Eastman's http://
blog.eogn.com/ issues of 2/7/09 and 2/12/09. One of the worst situations I know of is having your email provided by your Internet 
provider. If your email address ends in "@" followed by your Internet provider's corporate name, your email is being held hostage.  
A case in point is going on in Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont right now. Many people in those states have been using Veri-
zon as their Internet provider, and most of them had email addresses ending in "verizon.net."  Verizon recently sold off the com-
pany's DSL and phone networks in ME, NH & VT to Fairpoint Communications. The deal involved 1.6 million local access lines 
in these 3 states. Once the sale was completed, the problems began. All customers were given short notice that their email ad-
dresses were being converted to addresses ending in "@myfairpoint.net." Next, all customers had to reconfigure their email pro-
grams. Sadly they were not given much time to  notify their email correspondents and thousands of web addresses................. 
and that was just the beginning of the problems they encountered. 
The solution is simple: never, ever use an email address provided by your Internet provider. Get a separate, independent address 
that can be used from any Internet provider. For most people, that means obtaining a FREE Gmail (Google Mail), Yahoo Mail, 
Hotmail, or similar service. Most of these services work better than the mail servers of most Internet service providers, plus they 
have the advantage of working from anywhere. If your Internet provider suddenly gets acquired or if you move to a new area or if 
you are simply on vacation for a few days in some sunny climate, you can always use the same email address.  What you are read-
ing here is only a small portion of the two articles published by Dick Eastman which include "Comments" by his readers who pose 
questions, and helpful comments about this problem. 
 
 Eastman's Online Genealogy Newsletter is a Daily newsletter for genealogy consumers, packed with straight 
 talk - hold the sugar coating - whether the vendors like it or not! Check out their other web sites at:  
  the Encyclopedia of Genealogy, 
  the RootsBooks.com, 
  genealogy bookstore, 

(Continued on page 13) 
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  and RootsBooks.co.uk genealogy bookstore. 
 The Daily Newsletter is free, just go to http://eogn.com/  and register 
 For an additional subscription of about $19.95 per year you can subscribe to the PLUS EDITION which contains 
  even  more valuable articles to help you with your research. 

 
25,000 Historical Book Titles Now Free Online. FamilySearch Digital Preservation Initiative Hits a Milestone today 12/20/2008 
with the digitization of its 25,000th publication online. It began in 2005 and plans to do much more. Their effort targets pub-
lished family, society, county and town histories, as well as numerous historical publications. Go to FamilySearch.org then click 
Search Records, then click Historical Books. They are not stopping with their own collections either. Over the past year it an-
nounced that it is also helping to digitize and publish collections from Brigham Young University, Harold B. Lee Library; and 
Hawaii Joseph F. Smith Library; Allen County Public Library in Fort Wayne IN, the Houston Public Library and the Mid-
Continent Public Library in Independence, MO ++. 
[Posted by Dick Eastman on Dec 15, 2008.] 
 
U.S. Postal Department Records on HistoryKat. Since 1672 when Governor Lovelace of the New York Colony established mail 
service between New York and Boston, the delivery of mail has been a vital part of the life of America. While the delivery of 
mail has taken several forms, from horse-mounted couriers to high-flying air mail pilots, there have always been people respon-
sible for ensuring that the post arrived at its intended location. To mark the achievements of those who braved the elements, His-
toryKat has placed online 9 (nine) + sets of digitized records of the U.S. Postal Department in its U.S. Postal Records collection. 
This material contains a unique set of douments running the gambit from postmasters to postal offenders. Posting these records 
online allows researchers to view interesting documents that traditionally have not received much exposure. Included are the 
following record sets: 

• Index to Names, Aliases, and Histories of Postal Offenders. 

Indexes to Rosters of Railway Postal Clerks ca1883-ca1902. Alpha lists of railway postal 
clerks and a list of railway postal routes. 

Journal of Hugh Finlay, the Surveyor of the Post Offices and Post Roads on the North 
American Continent during his 310 mile journey Dept 1773 to June 1774. 

Benjamin Franklin's Ledger, the General Post Office account book which he kept from 
1770-1772 which shows some early monetary transactions of the Post Office. 

Postal entries from A Register of Officers and Agents, Civil, Military and Naval in the 
service of the United States 1829 and 1831, listing postmasters & postal  
contractors. 

Record of First Returns received from Postmasters 1789-1832. List of postmasters, date 
of appointment, and sometimes the rate of pay. 

Record cards of Letter Carriers separated from the Postal Service 1863-1899. Images of 
3x5 cards indicating post office name, letter carrier's name, date of appointment, 
and date and cause of separation from employment. 

Record of Appointment of Substitute Clerks in First and Second Class Post Offices 
1899-1905 including date of appointment. 

Record of Appointment of Substitute Mail Carriers in First & Second Class Post Offices 
1885-1903 including name, post office, and date of appointment. 

 

HistoryKat is owned by GenToday. For a free subscription go to their website and sign on.  
A premisum membership costs $32.95 per year. Currently they have four collections including 
U.S.Military Records; U.S.Postal Records; State and Territorial Records; and U.S. Government 
Employee Records. Check their web site for current projects. 
 
 
Note: Pennsylvania researchers. Pennsylvania Postal Records have been published and include 

                       records from 1789 through 1832 for the state of all counties which were formed before 
         1832. The book was compiled by John L.Kay and Chester M. Smith, 1976 Lawrence, Mass.      
         Quarterman Publications. 
 Also check out Pennsylvania Postmasters on Google.com and you find dozens of web 
 sites for your searching pleasure. 

(Continued from page 12) 
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How often do you look at CyndisList to see what is available for the state you are researching ? 
When you find a new ancestor or line as you continue your research, you should compile a list of sources to search for that new 
surname. CyndisList.com should be one that you check first. So I Googled CyndisList.com/pa.htm and printed out the 57 pages 
of resources in landscape mode to secure the entire pages. The categories are endless and the subjects many. I found searchable 
indexes; database results; free articles; helpful research materials. Ancestors in the 13 Original Colonies; Ghost or Forgotten 
Counties; an Adoption Registry; Migrations; Surname Navigator USA, a one-window, megasearch engine for surnames which 
can simultaneously search various databases uring only one input screen (check this out!); USGenWeb - PAGenWeb Project; 
RootsWeb; WorldVitalRecords - Pennsylvania in Databases or in Titles; Bankruptsy Records of the U.S. District Court 1800-
1809; Public Records Online; GenDisasters.com - events that touched our Ancestors' lives; Migration trails in Early Pennsyl-
vania; Railroads; the section on Immigration is 2 pages in length; Repositories of Primary Sources: PA being a list of online re-
sources from the Univ. of Idaho Library;  read about the church denominations in PA and how to access them; Mailing Lists; 
Coal Miners Mailing List; Ohio River Valley Families mailing list; Sharing original documents i.e. wills, deeds, bible records, tax 
lists, cemetery files, pension applications, old letters, obituaries; Quakers Mailing List; an entire section on Maps, Gazetteers & 
Geographical Info; Civil War military unit histories = 6-1/2 pages; Newspapers; Occupations i.e. Mining Disasters and Acci-
dents; Welcome to the Twin Tiers History & Genealogy Site covering information on the people who made their marks in the 
history and genealogy of what is known as the Twin Tiers of southern New York and the northern part of Pennsylvania; Photo-
graphs i.e. 1917 Easton High School, 1919 Wyoming Seminary, Kingston, PA; Researchers; Books for Sale; Queries, Message 
Boards & Surname Lists (and I am only on page 40 of 57); Census, Cemeteries, Land, Obits, Personal, Taxes and Vital Records; 
Funeral Homes; a subject called "Before the Needles in Pennsylvania," a detailed listing of executions that occurred under civil 
authority in PA listing name, age, race, sex, occupation, crime, date of execution etc.; Ancestors at Rest - Death Records for PA, 
coffin plates, funeral cards, death cards, wills, memorial cards, cemeteries, vital stats, obituaries, church records, family Bibles, 
cenotaphs and tombstone inscriptionsl  the early Clergy of Pennsylvania; Societies and Groups; The Maryland and Pennsylvania 
Railroad Historical Society;  
 
 Try your luck with your ancestor in Washington State, Vermont, Ohio, anywhere. Click on 
 all links which you feel may be helpful. It's for the searching! 

_____________________________________ 
 
How to Forward Emails. This applies to YOU, every one of YOU. 
Do you really know how to forward an Email? 50% of us do, 50% of us don't. Do you wonder why you get viruses and junk 
mail?  Do you hate it?  Every time you forward an email, there is information left over from the people who got the message be-
fore they sent it to you, namely their Email addresses and names. As the messages get forwarded along, the list of addresses 
builds, and builds, and builds, and all it take is for some poor soul to get a virgus and their computer sends that virus to every 
email address that has come across his compputer. Or, someone can take all of those addresses and sell them, or send junk mail to 
them in the hopes that you will go to the site and he will make five cents for each hit. That's right, all that inconvenience over a 
nickel!  How do you stop it?  There are two easy steps: 

  1. When you forward an email, DELETE all of the other addresses that appear in the body   
   of the message. That’s right, DELETE them. Highlight them and delete them,  
   backspace them, cut them, whatever it is you know how to do. It only takes a 
   second. You MUST click the "Forward" button first, then you will have full  
   editing capabilities against the body and headers of the message. If you do not 
   click on the "Forward" first, you will not be able to edit the message at all. 
   AOL users can highlight the message text and then click on forward, this will 
   send ONLY the selected text plus a short line on it's source, when can then be 
   highlighted and deleted. 
 
 
   2. Whenever you send an email to more than one person, do NOT use the TO: or Cc: 
   columns for adding Email addresses. Always use the BCC (blind copy) for listing  
   the Email addresses. This is the way that people you send to only see their own 
   Email addresses. If you don't see your BCC option, click on where it says To: and  
   your address list will appear. Highlight the address and choose BCC: and that's it, 
   it's that easy. When you send to BCC: your message will automatically say  
   "Undisclosed Recipients: in the "TO:" field of the people who receive it. 

(Continued from page 13) 
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   Another method is to insert your address in the "To:" field  and everyone else's 
   in the BCC field which will completely hide everyone's address except yours. 
   The only drawback with this method is you will be sending the message back to 
   yourself and will have to delete it from your own mail box.  
   However on the plus side, if someone wishes to reply to your message and accidentally or  
   Intentionally clicks the "Reply to All" field, the message will only be to your mail box as all 
   addresses in the BBC field have been effectively blocked. I know this works because 
   I receive emails from people I do not know that are replies to one I sent out to 
   someone on my email list and it only comes back with my address and the person  
   to whom they are replying to, not everyone I had originally sent the Email to. 
 So please, in the future, let's STOP the junk mail and the viruses. 
[Sarasota FL PC Monitor, "The Computer Buffet: This & That from Here and There." by Herb Goldstein, March 2007 p.14].  
 

Some Helpful People Finders: 

 
www.Whitepages.com  with this site you can look up reverse lookups by address and 

phone numbers. 
www.411.com  A people search and a business search site. Search both Yellow and 

White pages; and also has a reverse phone and address search with area code and zip 
code. This site also has International directories and you can choose your country. 

http://people.yahoo.com   This popular site can search for telephone numbers and 
address, reverse phone number search, and Email search. 

www.ancestry.com  is a compendium of U.S. Telephone Directories for the years 
1993-2002, and includes name, address, city, state, telephone number; and it is 
updated every 4 months. 

www.switchboard.com  is referred to as Your Digital Directory and is used to find 
businesses by owners, area code or zip code. Do a web search to print out maps with 
driving directions. 

www.zabasearch.com  On this  site one can search by name and location. You will get 
lists of matching addresses and telephone numbers, and you may even find a birth year. 
By clicking a name you will be lead  to www.Intelius.com  which is a 'paid'  background 
check site. It allows you to post a message (open to the public). Your relative or friend 
can find your message, and you can watch for a reply. You can sign up for Zaba Alerts  
and Zaba will notify you if anyone searches your name. The site also alerts you when  
additional information is posted. Enter your name and the name of the person you are  
attempting to locate. 

www.infobel.com/world/default.aspx  is a site where you can select from various 
languages including English. You then click on the continent and available countries 
to search corresponding directories. 

http://peoplesearch.lycos.com/whitepages/?  This site is a long used version of people 
search. It offers reverse phone search to assist you find a name or address using a phone  
number, or a reverse look up. 

www.numberway.com  is a free guide to phone directories on the Web to locate 
international white/yellow pages, yellow pages phone books, or search online directory 
enquiries. 

www.facebook.com  By register on this site and posting a profile, it will be linked with 
www.linkedin.com  or  www.myspace.com  and you will very quickly acquire a long list 
of online friends and correspondents, which can help you expand personal & professional 
networks.  

http://wink.com  is a people site which will search out popular social networking sites 
along with Blogs. Locate people using a name search, location, school, work, personal 
interests or hobbies. 

www.pipil  a search site people by name and location only. Pipl researches public 
records, publications, stores, and also to paid sites. 

There are many more locater sites out there, keep lists of them for you never know when you will be trying to find someone. 
 

(Continued from page 14) 



 

 CRACKER CRUMBSCRACKER CRUMBSCRACKER CRUMBSCRACKER CRUMBS   

 16  
Vol. 30,  Issue 3 

January-March 2009 

 

Manasota Genealogical Society 

http://www.rootsweb.com/~flmgs 

 

 

CORE ONLINE GENEALOGY SOURCES 
"The Ones you will actually use and rely on! Genealogy in the 21st Century 

2009 and moving forward 
by Thomas Jay Kemp 

 
Where we were -   

Limited by time 
Limited by travel 
Limited by $$$ 

Where we are - 
Internet 24/7 
Can work from home 
$$$ always an issue 

What we need - 
Documents 
Microfilm Sources 
Published Sources 
Way to preserve and Pass on our Family History 

What we can access - 
Documents online 
Microfilm online 
Books online 
Online data - Genealogy Cloud Computing 

 
TOOLS: 

Original Records 
Microfilm Records 
Published Sources 

Family Genealogies 
Town Histories 

Typewriter 
Carbon  Copies 
Photocopies 
Published Genealogies 
Computers 
Thumb Drives 
Cloud computing 
 

Quick Definition: Cloud Computing 
Takes the Internet a step further 
Not simply accessing data online - but Creating, storing your data online, 

24/7 for quick retrieval 
 
 
  

(Continued on page 17) 
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GoogleBook Search 
http://books.google.com 

More than 7 million books 
1. Over 100,000 genealogies & local histories 

Can search on every word 
Can download book and retain searchability 
Permanent URL 
Can create your own "library" on Google Books or your own computer 

 
Online Books 

Google Books http://books.google.com 
Internet Archive www.Archive.org 
Family History Archives (BYU) http://www/.llib.byu.edu/fhc/index/php 

 
Internet Archive   www.Archive.org 

More than 1 million books 
1. Over 50,000 genealogies & local histories 

Can search on every word 
Can download book and retain searchability 
Permanent URL 
Books from many libraries 
Can create your own "library" on your computer. 
Can upload your "book" - permanent site.  

 
Family History Archives (BYU)  http://www.lib.byu.edu/fhc/index.php 

30,000 genealogies & local histories 
Can search on every word 
Can download page 
Permanent URL 
Books from many libraries, individuals 
Can upload your "book!" - permanent site 

 
Online Documents & Film 

Family Search - Labs 
www.FamilySearchLabs.org 

Census 1850,1860,1870,1880,1900 
1910,1920,1930 - coming soon 
State census  FL MA SD WO 
Vital Records AZ GA IL MI PA UT WV WA WI 
International, Census, Parish Registers, Vital Records 
All NEW digital images 
All NEW indexes 
Wide selection of content 
Digitizing all microfilm, books 
Working with other libraries, etc. 

(Continued on page 18) 
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Core Online Genealogy Resources 

Online Books 
Online Documents/Microfilm 

1. Census 
2. Vital Records 
3. Parish Records 
4. Probate; Lane - coming soon 

Online Newspapers 
Online Government Reports 
Online Genealogy Cloud Gathering 

 
Genealogy Cloud Computing 

"New" Family Search 
1. "Your" working copy genealogy online 
2. Your copy is linked to the same person sent in by others 
3. "Your" copy is on top when you login 
4. Linked to original records; photos 
5. Individual; Family; Family Tree 
6. Available 24/7 

 
Tools for 20th Century 

Libraries 
Internet Archive 
Family History Archives 
GenealogyBank 
"New" FamilySearch 
Google Books 
Internet Archive 
Family History Archives 
GenealogyBank 
 

PowerPoint presentation: http://tinyurl.com/dxafuu 
   

 

WANTED 

 

People to share their genealogical experiences. 

Did you solve a brick wall? 

Do you have a very interesting ancestor? 

Was the ancestor a King or horse thief? 

A Queen or a lady of the evening? 

 

Cracker Crumbs would love to have you share your 

story. 

Write it up, send it in, and it will be printed in  
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PUBLICATION NOTICE:Every effort is made to 
publish accurate information.  However, the Soci-
ety assumes NO RESPONSIBILITY for the accu-
racy of any published materials.   
Established errors will be corrected in the next 
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Jewish Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay Meeting 
"The Kindertransport"  
By Lisl Schick 
Sunday, April 19, 2009 
 
 
    The Jewish Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay will meet at the Florida Holocaust Museum, 55 Fifth Street 
South, St. Petersburg, Florida at 1:30 PM, Sunday, April 19, 2009.  Lisl Schick, who escaped the Holocaust as 
passenger on the Kindertransport will speak of her experiences.  
 
    In the months between the Kristallnacht Pogrom of November 9-10, 1938, and the start of World War II, 
nearly 10,000 children were sent, without their parents, out of Nazi Germany, Austria, Poland and Czechoslo-
vakia to safety in Great Britain. The Kindertransport rescue movement saved these children from the Holo-
caust.  Lisl Schick was ten years old when she experienced the Night of Broken Glass” or Kristallnacht, in Vi-
enna, Austria in which SS troops maimed and murdered Jews and destroyed their homes and businesses.  
Shortly after Kristallnacht, Lisl’s parents arranged passage for her and her brother on the Kindertransport from 
Austria to England.  Lisl will speak to the Jewish Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay of her Kindertransport 
experience.  
 
    Following Lisl’s talk, those attending may take an optional docent-led tour of the Holocaust Museum where 
"The Legacy of the Bielski Brothers" is the current special exhibit.  In 1941 the three Bielski Brothers in Nazi-
occupied Eastern Europe escaped into the Belarusian forests, where they joined Russian resistance fighters and 
built a village that protected over 1,200 Jewish non-combatants.  The current Oscar nominated movie, 
"Defiance," depicts this story as does the Florida Holocaust Museum's special exhibit. 
 
    Members of the Jewish Genealogical Society and/or the Holocaust Museum may take the optional tour at no 
charge.  Non-members may join the tour of the museum at a special rate of $9.00 per person (regularly $12).  
There will be no charge to attend Mrs. Schick’s talk.   
 
    Reservations for the tour are requested and will be greatly appreciated to ensure that the museum can plan 
and prepare for the number of persons expected.  For reservations, information on the organization or direc-
tions to the meeting, call Sally Israel at 727-343-1652 or Rita Shapiro at 727-446-9311. 
 
    The Jewish Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay exists to educate and facilitate all who have an interest in 
Jewish genealogical research.  Beginners as well as experienced researchers are always welcome at our 
monthly meetings.  Learn more about the JGSTB at its website: http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~fljgstb/  
--  


