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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

WHAT IS OUR LEGACY?  -- There is an amazing and rapidly 

growing amount of family information in “The Cloud”. How do 

we get it?  How do we analyze it? How do we organize it?  

How do we share it? 

We have scrapbooks, photograph books or file cabinets full 

of family stuff, nobody wants it.  Our kids don’t want it and 

libraries don’t want it, unless it is organized properly. 

We know that genealogy personal computer software is a 

necessity. “The Cloud”, as we are now becoming more familiar 

with the term, is the online presence of numerous 

genealogical sources and storage files that are available 

from any computer, anywhere.  It helps us find “cousins" and  

provides a more sharable and interesting interactive family 

library.  

We family historians do need the genealogical  sources in all 

our local libraries. We need the internet sources and we 

need the interactive groups of fellow genealogists that we 

can find.  We need to be mentored by more expert people 

and we can mentor others less expert than we are. 

Special Interest Groups (SIGs) are an outstanding extra 

resource of the Manatee Genealogical Society and other 

societies in our area.  We offer a computer SIG by Currie 

Colket and RootsMagic (software) SIG by Phyllis  Doucette. 

TIME is our most valuable asset. Use it to provide crucial, 

forever lost, family knowledge in the form of a thumb drive, 

a CD, a hard drive, a file cabinet in the clouds, or a family 

book . That is our LEGACY. 

 

Jim Reger, President 

 

ps: Nominations are open for President, Secretary, & 

Membership Chairman. (Jim McHugh needs a replacement.)  

Contact any Officer!Jim Reger, President, MGS 
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You Can Help Record History 
 

By Ted Reich, Manatee Genealogical Society Publicity Chair 
 
For the third February running, I am the designated “Obit Clipper” adding to the multi-year file of regional 

obituary notices from the Bradenton Herald filed in the Manatee County Historical Record Library.  Here 

future genealogical researchers and others will find vital details pertaining to the last event in their 

ancestor’s history. 

   

After the end of the first week of the month, I collect a batch of pages at the Library office, although 

most participants use their own Herald subscription.  At my kitchen table I clip each notice and photo (if 

any), apply a glue stick, paste the clipping on a 3 x 5 card and date-stamp the card.  Glue  stick, cards and 

date stamper are all provided at the start of your month.  Lastly, I sort the cards alphabetically.  I generally 

follow this routine weekly, but the entire month can be done at one time. 

 

At this point all that is required is to deliver the cards to the Library office.  While not necessary, I choose 

to actually file the cards, relieving the staff of this chore.  Located at 1405 4th Avenue West at the 

intersection with 15th Street, the Library is a virtual museum of maps, photographs, post cards, the obituary 

notices and related information.  

 

Ruby Young is the Manatee Genealogical Society board member who organizes this vital service for the 

county court system.   Please contact her at 941-747-4822 or rwfy1948@gmail.com.  She will arrange for you 

to get the materials and provide complete instructions.  

Be a part of history!! 

 

______________________________________________________________ 

 
Calendars and Genealogical Research 

 
Contributed by Bryan L. Mulcahy, Reference Librarian,  

Ft. Myers-Lee County FL Public Library, Ft. Myers, FL  
  

Calendars provide a method of measuring time and allow people to record and calculate dates and events. 

Genealogists encounter problems with differences in dates caused by the changeover from the Julian 

calendar to the Gregorian calendar in 1582.  Individual countries, depending on their political and religious 

view of the Papacy and Pope Gregory, adopted this changeover at different times.  Researchers must consult 

historical sources in Europe and the British Isles to determine which calendar was being utilized during a 

specific time period.  Germany is an example of a country where the Protestant and Catholic regions utilized 

two different calendars simultaneously during this historical period.    
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Most of the civilized world adopted the Julian calendar (named in honor of Julius Caesar) around 45 BC.  This 

calendar computed the solar year, the time it takes for the Earth to revolve around the sun, as 365 days and 

six hours.  Three years each of which consisted of 365 days were followed by a fourth or leap year of 366 

days.  By the Julian calendar, March 25 was the first day of the year.  During the Middle Ages, astronomers 

and mathematicians became aware of discrepancies in the Julian calendar.  Dates were ahead of actual time 

by ten days.  In 1582, Pope Gregory XIII commissioned a new calendar which became known as the Gregorian 

Calendar.  This new calendar changed the first day of the year to January 1 and moved the current date 

ahead 11 days to make up for lost time.  

 

While the Catholic countries of Europe adopted the Gregorian calendar as soon as copies of the Papal decree 

reached them, Protestant countries refused initially to adopt the change.  Protestant states of the Holy 

Roman Empire, by the order of the Diet (Parliament) at Regensburg, dropped 11 days from the 19th to the 

29th of February 1700, so that February 18th immediately became March 1st.  Scotland which was still 

considered a separate kingdom before its union with England under James VI, converted in 1603 by order of 

the Privy Council. 

 

The Gregorian calendar was not fully adopted in Colonial America until the mid-1700s. Until the new 

Gregorian calendar was adopted and the dates adjusted accordingly, New Years Day occurred in March.  The 

designation of the New Year in Colonial America was used for the first time in the General Court of 

Connecticut as “this 20th day of March, 1649-1650” or 1650 by our present system of dating.  This style of 

dating prevailed for almost 100 years.  Due to an error in the Julian calendar, the dates in all months 

between 1600 and 1700 were carried forward eleven days.  Thus, July 10 was really July 21 according to our 

present system of dating.  In 1752, the British Parliament changed the calendar from the old style to the 

one used today, and changed the date on September 3, 1752 (old calendar) to September 14, 1752 (new 

calendar).  Eleven days were thus eliminated.  

 

Another confusing issue resulting from the switch was the practice of double dating.   Double dating was 

used throughout the British Empire to clarify dates occurring between 1 January and 24 March on years 

between 1582 and 1752. In the ecclesiastical or legal calendar, March 25th was recognized as the first day 

of the year and was not double dated.  Researchers of Colonial American ancestors will often see double 

dating in older records. Double dates were normally identified with a slash mark (/) representing the Old and 

New Style calendars, e.g., 1690/1691. Even before 1752 in Colonial America, some educated clerks knew of 

the calendar change in Europe and used double dating to distinguish between the calendars. This was 

especially true in civil records, but less so in church registers. Researchers will often see this type of double 

dating in New England town records, court records, church records, and wills, or on colonial gravestones or 

cemetery transcriptions. The system of double dating ended in 1752 in the American colonies with the 

adoption of the Gregorian calendar. (BLM 2/6/2012) 

 

______________________________________________ 
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Records of Federal Employees 

by William Dollarhide 
from Genealogy Pointers (09-13-11) see: www.genealogical.com  

Courtesy of Genealogical Publishing Company and affiliate Clearfield Company 

 

If you have reason to believe your ancestor was ever an employee of the United States Federal Government, 

there are some special records that should confirm that fact. Back when the Federal Government was small, 

it was possible to list the names of every employee annually, or at least every two years. For federal 

employees whose service ended from about 1910 forward, a personnel file may still exist. Or, a record of an 

employment application may still exist for a person who wanted to become a postmaster, customs agent, or 

work for the Navy as a longshoreman. Here are some basic sources: 

 

Official Registers (Blue Books) 

 

The first Register of Officials and Agents was published by the State Department in 1816. The Official 

Register, which was more often called the Blue Book, was published annually or bi-annually from 1816 to 1907 

in the same basic form. It tabulated the data for officials and employees by department and included a name 

index. For each federal employee, whether civilian or military, the Blue Book gave the person's name, office, 

place of birth, place of appointment, place employed, and financial compensation. The Register listings are 

very complete, from department heads to custodial staff members. 

 

The Registers give a picture of the growth of the Federal Government, showing the numbers of employees in 

1816 as 6,327, while the 1907 Register listed the names of 349,000 federal employees. In 1921 the Census 

Bureau published the last comprehensive Register listing all employees in the Civil Service. After 1921, the 

Register listed only those civil servants in administrative positions, and in 1959 the publication was 

discontinued altogether. 

 

The National Archives in Washington, D.C., has complete sets of the Registers from 1816 through 1921. 

Copies of certain years of the Registers may also be found at the Library of Congress. The registers for the 

years 1816-1832 were combined and published privately. Also, visit the Library of Congress website at 

www.loc.gov - then "Search the Online Catalog" to find more information about Registers available there. Use 

the keywords "Official Register" (which should give you hundreds of entries, some of which are state blue 

books, institutional registers, and even military cadet rosters). 

 

Civilian Personnel Records 

 

The Civilian Records Facility of the National Personnel Records Center is located in St. Louis, Missouri. This 

facility holds personnel records for federal employees whose employment ended after about 1910. Records 

less than 75 years old are not open to the public unless the subject is deceased. Copies of personnel and 

medical files for a federal employee can be requested by providing, in writing, the person's full name, 

approximate date of birth, social security number (if known), name of agency where last employed, and the 

approximate date of employment. 

http://www.genealogical.com/
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Most records relating to civilian employees give a full name, position held, agency, and place and dates of 

employment. Some also show state, territory, or country of birth; age; place from which appointed; and 

salary. Write to the National Archives and Records Administration, National Personnel Records Center, 

Civilian Records Facility, 111 Winnebago St., St. Louis, MO 63118-4199. Or, visit their website at 

www.nara.gov/regional/stlouis.html for more information. 

 

Applications and Recommendations 

 

Whether your ancestor worked for the federal government or not, he may have made an application for 

employment. Or better yet, he may have been recommended to serve in some federal post. Several of the 

federal departments have retained the letters of application and recommendations relating to appointments 

to federal office. The application letters may contain as much or more genealogical information than an 

official personnel file, because the applicant may have given considerable information towards successful 

employment, such as name, age, birthplace, political affiliation, family information, recommendations from 

friends and neighbors, testimonials, and more. 

 

For the State Department, for example, these application letters and recommendations are organized by a 

particular Presidential administration, and thereafter alphabetical by the applicant's name. The application 

papers from Presidential administrations from George Washington to Ulysses S. Grant have been 

microfilmed, and a descriptive booklet for each administration lists all the names of persons for whom 

application/recommendation papers exist. To determine if a person's application is included, one must know 

the name of the President concurrent with the application, then request a copy of the descriptive booklet 

from the National Archives, record group 59, to see if a person's name is on the list. Similar files exist for 

the Department of the Treasury, record group 56; the Department of Justice, record group 60; and the 

Department of the Interior, record group 48.  

 

Members of Congress 

 

For information about senators and representatives in Congress, the most readily available source is the 

Biographical Directory of the American Congress, 1774-197, (1,972 pages, 92nd Congress, 1st Session, 

Senate Document 92-8). The Biographical Directory is updated regularly, and with the interest of historians 

and genealogist in mind, the biographies are full of detailed family information for every senator or 

representative who has ever served since the 1st Congress of 1774. 

 
__________________________________ 
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Family Reunions, Relatives, and Their Impact  
on Genealogical Research  

 

Contributed by Bryan L. Mulcahy, Reference Librarian,  

Ft. Myers-Lee County FL Public Library, Ft. Myers, FL  
 

Family reunions are occasions when members of an extended family gather for a celebration.  Typical 

reunions often consist of parents, grandparents, great grand parents, siblings, and relatives.  While family 

reunions may take place any time at any time of the year, the months of November and December present 

many opportunities for family gatherings.  Holidays such as Thanksgiving, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, and Christmas 

tend to be the most popular dates for these occasions.  Discussing holidays past is appropriate to the 

current holidays.  These discussions often add to other people’s enjoyment of the occasion and still afford 

you with the opportunity to discuss family history. 

 

These holiday gatherings often provide many opportunities to share family traditions and stories.  You may 

find yourself in many one-on-one and group situations with relatives who possess some knowledge of family 

history information.  Discussing family history can be entertaining.  Family reunions tend to be the best time 

to have interactions with relatives and other distant family members.  While some family members and 

relatives may not wish to talk, experience has shown that in most cases, most people love to discuss family 

history and events.  Those who fall into the latter category seldom attend so that would be a moot point. 

 

These discussions open up avenues to learn more about your heritage and dig into interesting stories. While 

there are many resources available for genealogical and historical research today, one should never ignore 

the input of family members and relatives. Take the time to talk to them and record the information they 

provide so that you can do further research on your own. Older members of your family, especially, may be 

able to get you information that goes back several generations. In addition, they can give you hints that will 

help you gather further information like where those other family members may have lived, died, or worked 

in addition to other accomplishments.  

 

The recollections of family members, and the photos and documents they hold, provide a wealth of invaluable 

family history information. Always consider interviewing older relatives first as they will usually know more 

about the earlier generations of your family.  Unless their knowledge is well documented before they die or 

their memory fades, then that information may be lost forever. Your relative may be the only person who 

knows from which country and town your immigrant ancestors came, additionally, if their family name was 

different in earlier generations, it most likely that your eldest relatives would know the original name. 

 

Relatives are often excellent candidates for oral history interviews.   Oral history allows people to preserve 

their voices for future generations who will have the advantage of hearing a person tell their story in their 

own words.  Oral histories can provide clues into family related matters such as where to begin searching for 

specific records in Europe and the British Isles, provide insights to family traditions and heirlooms, describe 

how major events impacted the life decisions made by ancestors,  shed insight on  incidents involving 
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ancestors labeled as “black sheep” or possible cover-ups by family members, neighbors, or associates,  and 

provide clues and/or specific details  about medical related problems or conditions. (BLM 12/20/2011) 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

 

Inventories to Estates 
 

by Robert W. Barnes 
from Genealogy Pointers (01-24-12) see: www.genealogical.com  

Courtesy of Genealogical Publishing Company and affiliate Clearfield Company 

 

Genealogists construct pedigrees, but family historians reconstruct the lives of their ancestors. Inventories 

of personal estates can shed a great deal of light on the lifestyles of the "not so rich" and "not so famous!" 

Would one want to share a meal with a relative who had no knives, forks, or spoons, so that meals had to be 

eaten with bare hands? Would one want to visit someone who had no candles or lanterns for interior lighting, 

and so had to go to bed at sunset? 

 

Inventories, lists of the movable goods of an individual, were prepared by two or three appraisers 

(sometimes called inventors), who set a value on the goods in an estate. In time, the inventories were 

approved by two of the nearest adult next-of-kin and two of the greatest creditors. Following is a list of the 

kinds of family, or at least household, details that await the family historian who is willing to read through 

inventories. 

 

Items of Hygiene and Grooming: In general, items of hygiene and grooming, such as soap, combs, and brushes, 

were notably lacking in the inventories of decedents. Items of Hygiene and Grooming sometimes found were 

razors, soap, chamber pots (including close stools and bed pans), towels, combs and brushes. 

 

Luxury Items: These might include gold and silver items, mirrors, jewelry, "fine earthenware," and pictures. 

Other unusual items I have seen included a parcel of decayed cinnamon, a spice box, a pepper box, a broken 

watch., a compass, and even hives of bees. 

 

Clothing: Items of clothing were often mentioned in the inventories. One inventory I examined listed only one 

old coat. It may be that his other clothes were in such poor condition that they were considered worthless 

by the appraisers. Another inventory, a woman's, showed her to be the proud possessor of two silk 

petticoats, two petticoats (one "lased"), one watered taffeta bodice, a riding hood, a parcel of old clothes, 

one pair of hose, two shifts (one old and one new), nine aprons, two handkerchiefs, six pair of sleeves, one 

laced whisk, one old scarf, four black hoods, four white hoods, four head bands, four white petticoats, two 

blue aprons, five pair of Irish hose, a pair of worsted hose, two old bags, five pair of plain shoes, two pair of 

women's falls, and a kersey coat and "briches" [britches]. Other personal items included wigs. 

 

Books: Signs of Literacy: Unfortunately, inventories seldom mention individual titles of books. Secular books 

were usually just described as a "parcel of old books," but one Baltimore County inventory of 1694 listed a 

"parcel of 'Hi' [sic] Dutch books." Another contained a "dixtionary," and another listed a parcel of old 

scholar's books, in Latin and in English, valued at 1,000 lbs. tobacco. Bibles may be shown as well as Sermon 

http://www.genealogical.com/
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Books and other religious books. Paper, ink, pens, and seals were presumed to be writing materials. 

Researchers should be aware of such items as writing trunks, desks, ink glasses, and writing paper. 

 

Beds and Bedding: One writer has suggested that at the beginning of the colonial period, beds and bedsteads 

were so expensive as to be virtually nonexistent. People slept on mats that were rolled up during the day. A 

bed might consist of only a mattress that was laid on the floor. A bedstead was the frame of a bed. Couches 

might be used as beds or chairs, but they have been included in this section. Bed hangings or furniture 

referred to the curtains and valances that surrounded a bed. Ruggs [sic] were heavy coverings for the bed 

and were not floor coverings. Anything that might lie on the bed, such as blankets, coverings, pillows and 

pillowbears or "pillowbers" might be considered as bed linen. Both feathers and straw were used to stuff 

mattresses and pillows. 

 

Chairs and Boxes: Boxes include chests and trunks. In the absence of chairs, these containers may well have 

served to sit on. Chests came in all shapes, styles, and sizes. One of the best-furnished households contained 

six old chairs, one wicker chair, six turkey work chairs, six turkey work cushions, four leather chairs, twelve 

joint stools, one table and two old tables, one small table, an old "wickitt" [wicker?] chair, six cloth chairs, six 

old chairs, nine old leather chairs, ten stools, four old tables, a table, side table, three table cloths, 28 

napkins, two new chests, one chest, one iron bound chest, one old chest of drawers, and an old chest, as well 

as two old side cupboards. 

 

Tables and Tableware: Inventories might describe a "diaper" table, old tables, or a walnut table. Tableware 

included pitchers, chafing dishes, porringers, cups, and plates. Imagine serving one's guests out of a small 

wooden punch bowl. Other inventories showed that owners owned coarse napkins, diaper napkins, tablecloths, 

dishes, a basin, porringers, and cups. In looking at table utensils I have found that no one owned table forks, 

but many people owned flesh forks, table knives, other knives, and spoons. Spoons were made of a variety of 

materials, including silver and brass. Alchemy spoons were spoons composed of tin and an alloy, giving the 

spoon the appearance of gold. 

 

The Kitchen: The colonial kitchen might contain cooking pots, which were found in a large percentage of the 

households. One decedent, whose wealth was valued at less than £50, nonetheless owned one brass pot, two 

old iron pots and pot hooks, pot hangers, one old frying pan and dripping pan, one new frying pan, one sifter, 

three bread trays, seven trays for milk, pails, and a roasting iron. Many decedents owned glazed pottery that 

was first used in the kitchen and was specified for dairy products because the glazed surface allowed for 

easier cleaning. 

 

Staples: Foodstuffs and Other Commodities: The decedents whose inventories were studied owned a variety 

of non-food crops, foodstuffs, salt, types of cloth, weapons, and livestock. One decedent owned one barrel of 

Indian corn, three bushels of wheat, fifteen gallons of molasses, a parcel of dried meat, and a parcel of 

sugar. Another inventory listed a fletch of bacon, a parcel of poultry, and four weapons. 

 

Tools and Occupations: Colonial households had to be, by and large, self-sufficient. Although there were 

craftsmen and merchants in the large cities and towns, the vast majority of people were farmers. Lois Green 

Carr, in "Diversification in the Colonial Chesapeake," points out that in Somerset County few colonials were 

specialists, except for carpenters and coopers, who were needed to build houses and containers for shipping 

crops to Europe. One man owned two tailor's thimbles. Many decedents owned several types of tools. An 

inventory of 1666 not only listed carpenter's tools and cooper's tools, but smith's coal. When James Ives' 
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inventory was compiled in 1679 it contained tools for carpenters, coopers, bricklayers, and a parcel of 

smith's tools. 

 

Vessels: Many colonists depended on water as a means of travel. An inventory compiled in 1690/1 included a 

boat twelve feet by the keel, a pair of oars and sculls, and an old canoe. Another man owned three drum lines 

and fish hooks. Other inventories listed a small "Junck Sloop" with boat, sails, tying [ropes] and all other 

appurtenances, and a small shallop [a small open boat fitted with oars or sails, or both], flats [flat-bottomed 

boats], and a six-foot boat. 

 

Fabric: One woman's inventory listed eight yards of kersey, five and one-half yards of red kersey, three 

yards of red "plaines," three and three-quarters yards of colored fustian, six yards of colored calico, twenty 

ells of fine dowlas, thirty-eight ells of coarse dowlas, [?] ells of skirting cloth, three yards of scotch cloth, 

eight yards of coarse cloth, two and three-quarters yards of "kentin," five and one-half yards of broad blew, 

twenty-one and a half ells of coarse canvas, three [ells?] of candle wick, a parcel of thread, tape, an old 

[bunk?], and a ball of twine. 

 

Other Household Items could include glass, broken or otherwise, glass bottles, candlesticks, and candles. 

One decedent owned a black walnut table, six feet long, and 250¼ feet of black walnut plank. Other items 

included tar, a compass, threads and buttons, brushes and scissors. 

 

Ancestor inventories can reveal much about his lifestyle. Some researchers might wish to compare the 

inventory of an ancestor with the inventories of his neighbors, or perhaps with those of his children. 

 

_____________________________________ 

  

Tax Records 
  

Contributed by Bryan L. Mulcahy, Reference Librarian,  

Ft. Myers-Lee County FL Public Library, Ft. Myers, FL  
 

Whether the issue is trying to overcome brick walls, or providing details about our ancestors, tax records 

can be a beneficial genealogical research tool.  The collection of taxes has been mandated by law since 

colonial times.  Colonial taxes were usually administered and collected at the local level.  In many cases the 

detailed local tax lists were forwarded to the state as supporting documentation for the money collected. 

This can be a tremendous asset for researchers working in counties that have gaps in surviving records.  

  

Tax lists for a single year are often published as substitutes for missing censuses.  It is best to search for a 

continuous run of tax lists so that you can follow your ancestral family over a long period of time. This means 

locating tax lists on microfilm, online, or at the county courthouse. The process through which the tax rolls 

were created and the assets recorded varied. The county court was usually responsible for assigning 

assessors and defining geographical districts when a county was too large for one collector to administer.   

  

Lists are generally semi-alphabetical, arranged by the first letter of the last name. Occasionally, we find a 

list that is semi-alphabetical by first letter of first name.  This arrangement may have made sense to the 

assessor but it can be challenging for researchers.  Tax lists were often prepared in advance, based on the 
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previous year. Names often appear in the same order from year to year, and new names are added to the end 

of the list for that letter of the alphabet. Sometimes the assessor went to the taxpayer; sometimes the 

taxpayer came to a central location; sometimes there was a combination of both.  

  

Different localities organized their lists differently. For example, Virginia separated lists for real property 

(land) from those for personal property. Pennsylvania had the unique structure of dividing the list into three 

sub-lists: one for property owners, one for married renters , and one for single men . Many lists have 

separate sections for delinquents, nonresident property owners, town dwellers, businesses, or special items 

such as business licenses. Entries for nonresidents may appear in the regular list under their name or the 

name of an overseer (no poll or tithe is counted for the owner). Technically, there were assessment lists and 

collection lists, but rarely do both survive.  

  

Assessments were posted for taxpayers to review, and there was usually an appeal process.  Appeals may be 

found in county court records.  Neighbors often turned one another into authorities if they did not feel they 

were assessed their fair share in taxes which often lead to some lively court proceedings.   

 

Tax records indicate that a person owned land or taxable personal property in a particular place or 

jurisdiction.   They can provide clues such as: 

1. Financial standing of the person or family. 

2. Time period person resided in the area. 

3. Description of land or personal property owned. 

4. Fluxuations in a person’s finances as they either acquired or disposed of holdings. (BLM 10/4/2011) 

  
  

_____________________________ 

 

Public Release of the 1940 Federal Census 
Contributed by Bryan L. Mulcahy,  Reference Librarian, 

Ft. Myers-Lee County FL Public Library, Ft. Myers, FL 
 

 

The 1940 federal census will be released for unrestricted public access on April 2, 2012.  Digitalized images 

will be accessible at NARA facilities nationwide through public access computers as well as on personal 

computers via the internet using databases such as Ancestry.com, Ancestry Library Edition, Footnote.com, 

and Heritage Quest.  April 1, 1940 was the official designated census date. 

Questions recorded on the schedules are similar to those found on earlier census schedules. As the 

enumerators went door-to-door they recorded the location of the household (street name and house number 

in cities and towns) and provided additional household data, such as the names for each member of the 

household and their relationships to the head of the household. Enumerators also recorded a personal 

description for each member of the household which included their age and sex; information about each 

individual's education; their birthplace and naturalization status; and specific place of residence on April 1, 

1935. 

In addition, all individuals over the age of 14 were asked questions about their employment and 5% of the 

population, those on lines 14 & 29, were asked fifteen supplementary questions. These questions asked about 
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their parents birthplace; earliest language spoken in the household; questions relating to veterans; social 

security; occupation; and a final section specifically for women, which recorded marital status and number of 

children born. 

The National Archives has developed a website designed to guide researchers as they prepare to search the 

census upon formal release.  Access to the website is available at the following link listed below:  

http://www.archives.gov/research/census/1940/index.html.  The site even includes a countdown clock that 

will give you the exact number of days, hours, and minutes until formal release takes place!  Information on 

the website covers the following topics:   

1. General Information 

2. How to Start your 1940 Census Research (includes a recommended checklist of strategies to prepare 

    for research) 

3. Finding Aids (geographical descriptions of Census Enumeration Districts, Enumeration District Maps 

4. Instructions that were given to Enumerators 

5. Occupation and Industry Classifications 

6. Listing of 1940 City Directories at NARA 

7. Locating Enumerations Districts Using Stephen P. Morse’s Search Engines 

8. Videos and other Articles and Online Data. 

 

Here is a checklist of things you can do to start your 1940 census research.  The website will provide 

additional details for each strategy listed below. 

1. Make a list of all the people you want to look for in the 1940 census. 

2. Collect addresses for these people from city directories if they lived in a city. 

3. Identify the enumeration district (ED) in which each address was located. 

4. Use NARA microfilm publication T1224, Descriptions of Census Enumeration Districts, 1830-1950 ). 

5. Use NARA microfilm publication A3378, Enumeration District (ED) Maps for the Twelfth through 

    Sixteenth Censuses of the United States, 1900-1940 . 

6. Use the 1930/1940 ED Converter utility found on www.stevemorse.org. 

7. Find your Native American ancestor in NARA microfilm publication M595, Indian Census Rolls, 

    1885-1940 (692 rolls) (if enrolled in a tribe and living on an Indian Reservation). 

 
____________________________________ 

 

 “Jots From Jean” 
(by Jean S. Morris,  jmorris161@tampabay.rr.com) 

 

 
RESEARCH YOU MAY HAVE OVERLOOKED  
 

 Have you created a Time-Line for your ancestor, and compared it with a Time-Line of the U.S. 

 or the World during the time periods your ancestors lived?  To locate published Time Lines go to  

 Google.com and type in Time Lines, you will find them for all kinds of historical events. 
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Have you done a Surname search of PERSI,  FamilySearch.com;  Cyndi’s List, Ancestry.com, Heritage 

Quest, Footnote, Google, etc. 

 

  

 

 Have you located your ancestor(s) in each census during their lifetime. 

 You can determine ages in the 1790-1840 censuses. 

 

 Do not overlook State censuses for same time periods. Google, State Censuses 

 

 Have you located possible siblings in each census. 

 

 Have you followed all children on each census in their lifetimes (this includes spouses) 

 

 Have you checked every County history published, and especially read the Introduction. 

 Read also the sketch about the townships where your family lived in the census years, and locate 

 churches which were there when your family lived there. 

 

 Read also Mug books for your surname, children,  siblings. These were biographical works 

 published in the 1880s + with "paid" sketches on families. Use with caution. 

 

 Be sure to read the Intro of Mug books about the settlement of the area, where people came from. 

 and watch also for their neighbors’ surnames and read their sketches also. People migrated in 

 families and church groups, follow all the neighbors for those “lost” family members. 

 

 Court house research. Did you check deeds of purchase for all land owned by the ancestor 

 or anyone else with the same surname, and for the sale or disposition of each tract of land. 

 

 When you abstract a deed, watch for names of adjoining land owners, number of acres, 

 witnesses to the deed, date of purchase, and date of recording of purchase and/or sale. 

 

 Confirm deed records by reading extant tax records which can be most revealing. 

 

 Locate their land on a map (at the court house), and get a copy. 

 

 On these maps find roads to churches, schools, cemeteries, taverns, stores, court houses. 

 They had to travel to the county seat to buy, sell and record all court documents. 

 

 Identify the neighbors (who could also be relatives) 

 

 At court house, find all records of wills/intestate (without will), civil cases, marriages, 

 divorces, births, deaths. (The last two are usually later than settlement of the county). 

 

 Write down names of all other people mentioned in these records, they could be friends, 

 neighbors, or family members. 
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 Make note of any and all misspellings of the surnames to help you later on. Do NOT get hung 

 up on the spellings of the surname. People rarely changed their names, either they could not 

 read or spell, or a court house clerk or emigration clerk did not ask or know how to spell their 

 surname. 

 

 Secure copies of all court documents, you may need them later. Write citations i.e. Will Book 

 One, page 34, etc., or Deed Book #2 p. 87 etc. These are necessary citations for all of your work. 

 

 Try to get your ancestor's signature from a will or other court document. 

 Note: Deeds of purchase and sale do not contain original signatures, they are clerk's writing. 

Remember that only the Deed of Sale will show the wife's given name, her name is not shown on the 

deed of purchase of the land, but if you are lucky the deed of purchase will tell you that the 

purchaser, John Adams is lately from Rutherford, New Jersey (or a previous place)......... 

 

 Deeds or tax records can give you your ancestors occupation. 

 

 Newspapers can also list occupations in a paid advertisement, or in an obituary. 

 

 Have you identified your ancestors church, or the location of the church, or the pastor's name, and 

 or a newspaper published by the diocese, or synod. 

 

 Consider membership in fraternal organizations? 

 

 Have you identified your ancestor's spouse? 

 

 The spouses parents? 

 

 Where they came from. 

 

 Have you found them in ALL census records during their lifetimes? 

 

 The same for your ancestor's siblings and spouses  

 

 And the spouses of your ancestor's children? 

 

 Have you determined any military organizations your ancestor may have been in, 

 

Do a Time Line of the Wars and determine if your ancestor(s) could have served. 

 

 If he served, secure his service papers; did he receive a Pension or a land grant? 

 

 Did you look for his military records? You want to know what branch of the service he was 

 in, and where did he serve. 

 

 In the 1850+ census did you identify everyone in the township from the same state as your 

 ancestor came from? 
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 List names of people most closely associated with your ancestor at this time period. And 

 identify the state of origin for each of them. Read county histories & mug books for them too, 

 and read all census records for these names as well as your own families. 

 

SOME GENERAL REFERENCES 
 

American Genealogical-Biographical Index Rider Publ. Series 1, 48 volumes, Series 2, 190 

 volumes so far: search under surname, birth date, state, etc.  It is the largest index to 

 family histories, genealogical records up to the year 1815.  This index also includes tax 

 lists, military payroll lists.  Did you know that Militia Lists ARE tax lists of all adult 

 males aged 18-45 years for the early period ?? 

American Genealogist: Being a Catalog of Family Histories Published in America from 1771  

 to Date. Albany, NY: Joel Munsell Sons 1900, reprint GPCo. 1967 

American Library Directory publ. R.R. Bowker Co. Originally published bi-annually 1908-1978,  

 now annually. Held at all college libraries. 

Appleton's Cyclopedia of American Biography. Appleton & Co. 1887-1900 & reprints.   

Atlas of American History: The Revolutionary Era 1760-1790, 1976 ed. Lester J. Cappon et al, 

 The Newberry Library, Chicago, Princeton Univ. Press. 

Atlas of American History, 1943 ed James Truslow Adams, NY. Beautiful historical maps. 

Bentley, Elizabeth Petty/ Directory of Family Associations. Baltimore: GPCo. current editions. 

Biographical Books 1876-1949 & 1950-1980+++  NY: R.R. Bowker, 1983,+ 

Census of Manufacturers 1810, 1820, 1840. (don't overlook these census schedules) 

Census of Agriculture  1850, 1860, 1870, 1880. 

Census of Industry 1850, 1860, 1870, 1880. 

Census of Social Statistics l850, 1860, 1870 & 1880. 

Census of Dependent, Defective and Delinquent Classes, 1880.   

Cindy’sList.com                                           

Columbia-Lippincott Gazetteer of the World is one of the more famous and all encompassing 

 gazetteers, held by all college libraries. 

DAR Library Catalog, Volume I  - Family Histories and Genealogies. DAR, 1982-83.+ on-line.  

Dictionary of American Biography. New York: Charles Schribner's Sons, 1928-      

Directory of Family Associations.  GPCo. Baltimore, not complete, current edition.. 

Eicholtz, Alice.  Ancestry’s Red Book: American State, County & Town Sources. current ed..  

Everton’s  Handy Book has many maps of migration trails  in the late editons. 

Federal Courts.  The Federal (U.S.) Courts in PA were created in 1789.  At that time PA was one 

District holding court alternately in Phila. and York every 3 months.  The Judiciary Act of 1801 divided PA 

into 2 Districts, Eastern & Western.  In 1820 the Western District Court was held at Pittsburgh. 

Filby, P. William.  American and British Genealogy and Heraldry: a Selected List of Books. 

 3rd edition.  Boston: New England Historic Genealogical Society 1983 & 1982-1985 

 supplement, 1987.Easily the best bibliography to tell you what is available in published 

 form for almost any genealogical topic.  

Filby, P. William Passenger and Emigration Indexes. (Continuing publications, check them all). 

Fisher, Carleton Edward. Topical Index to the National Genealogical Society Quarterly Magazine. . 

The Greenlaw Index of the New England Historic Genealogical Society. 2 volumes edited by 

 William Prescott Greenlaw, 1979. Boston MA. Cites works with families of 3 or more 
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 generations in books published 1900-1940. New England area. Probably now on-line. 

 

The Genealogical Index of the Newberry Library (The Newberry Index). 4 volumes, 1984. Alpha  

 arranged by surname. Some entries for Great Britain and Europe. On-line. 

Genealogies in the Library of Congress: A Bibliography of Family Histories in America and 

 Great Britain. 2 volumes, Marion Kaminkow ed. Baltimore: Magna Carta, 1992. 

 A Supplement issued in 1986 of those genealogies catalogued since 1986. Complement 

 the above  issued through 1976 (genealogies that are NOT in the Library of Congress). 

check ALL editions, some may now be on-line. 

Guide to Federal Archives in the National Archives of the United States. 3 vols. 1995. U.S.Govt. 

 Printing Office, D.C. This massive set is overall guide to the holdings of the Natl.Arch. 

Hoenstine’s Guide to Historical & Genealogical Research in Pennsylvania.  This collection   

is  now held at the Blair Co. Pa. Gen.Soc. Library, 431 Scotch Valley Road, Hollidaysburg  PA 16648. For a fee 

they will send you copies of any references which you order. You can also buy the 4 volumes of indices from 

them for a very nominal sum. 

INSURANCE.  Was your ancestor insured?  Policy Search.  Write to American Council of Life 

 Insurance Companies, 91850 “K” Street NW, Washington DC 20006.  

Life Insurance Companies were in business before 1875 and many are still active. 

Jacobus, Donald Lines. Genealogy as Pastime and Profession. 2nd ed. 1968. GPCo. This little   

 book authored by the dean of American genealogists, is so full of information, research 

 suggestions and plain genealogical common sense that it should be required reading for 

 every researcher.  

Kemp, Thomas Jay.  International Vital Records Handbook. 5th edition.  Baltimore:GPCo. 2009  

Lainhart, Ann S. State Census Records.  Baltimore:GPCo., 1992. Consider using State census  

 indexes to implement federal census records for your families. 

Library of Congress Index to Local History Biographies. Baltimore MD: Magna Carta Book Co. 

Long, John H. ed.  Historical Atlas and Chronology of County Boundaries, 1788-1980.   

 A continuing project funded by a grant to the Newberry Library in Chicago. Visit their 

 website for the state you are searching. They have researched all sources in order to 

             these accurate maps of state and county lines.  

Morris, Jean O.  Maps Showing the Development of Pennsylvania 1683-1920, 1976 self publ. 

 Set of 15 maps includes maps from 1681 thru 1920, plus map showing the VA/PA, 

 CT/PA, MD/PA border controversies, the Donation & Depreciation lands in W. PA 

 given to Pennsylvania soldiers of the Revolution.  

______ Western Migrations by River & Canal from Pennsylvania and New York: A 

 Bibliography, 2009, 3rd edition.  26 pages of sources and maps to help you locate your 

 river ancestor or to find out how he traveled when migrating west or south by these 

 waterways.  

______Locating Your French & Indian War 1754-1763 Ancestor: A Bibliography 

 2d ed 2002. 16 pages of sources for all of the colonies involved in this early war.    

______Whiskey Rebellion Bibliography 1794, 1995.  10 pages of sources to help you 

 with research on families of Fayette, Washington, Westmoreland & Allegheny counties 

 PA who may have been involved in 1794 with a site map. 

______Use of the Published Pennsylvania Archives in Genealogical Research, 2004 2nd Edition. 

2nd ed.The 138 volumes of 9 Series are the single most useful tool for your early PA. research.  A guide to 

help you better utilize the online edition at www.footnote.com  Yes, the online edition IS indexed BUT you 
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need to know what is contained in each series and volume. This guide will tell you, and outlines the contents of 

what is included in each of the 138 volumes. 

Munger, Donna Bingham  Pennsylvania Land Records: A History and Guide for Research, 

 1993.  The first and ONLY guide to understanding Pennsylvania’s land records. Accept 

 no other.  A history and outline of records beginning in 1681 and continuing to the 

 present time.  Each chapter lists available microfilms for the time period so that you can 

 undertake the research yourself at the PA State Archives in Harrisburg PA. 

Munsell’s Index to American Genealogies, 5th ed. GPCo. Baltimore MD 1984. Attempts to index 

 every printed work, including local histories with bibliographies. 

National Union Catalog of Manuscript Collections [NUCMC] 1959+, 1962+. Indexing is by  

 topical subjects, personal, family, corporate, church, and geographical names.  Topical  

locations are listed alphabetically.  Geographical indexing is done for each place under city, village or 

county as well as under the state.  Subjects relating to that geographical area are listed under the 

area designation as well as alphabetically.  Addresses of repositories are given at the frontis of the 

work.  A particularly useful section is the Repository Index. In this section you can find, for example, 

Swarthmore College Friends Historical Library under which is listed the collections  housed in that 

repository. Addresses are given so that you can write them for an inventory of the collection. 

NUCMUC from 1990 is on-line at the National Archives web site. 

Neagles, James C. U.S. Military Records, 1994 Ancestry.com 

Passports were not required before 1916 but were frequently obtained by travelers. The National 

 Archives holds many issued 1791-1925; they hold card indexes for 1850-52, 1860-1880, & 

 1906-1923. A Book index by first letter of surname from 1834-1859 and by first 3 letters 

 of the surname 1881-1905. Some are on-line. 

PA Oaths of Allegiance required Males over age of 18 in the year 1777 were required to register in 

 order to own land and vote. 

PERSI [Periodical Source Index] published annually by the Allen County Public Library at Fort 

 Wayne, Indiana.  Identifies the primary topic of each genealogical article in over 7000 

 periodicals and provides access to about 1.7 million articles. Includes nearly all English- 

 language and French-Canadian genealogical periodicals. Indexed by locality, family 

surname, and by research methodology. 1985-current. Periodicals date from 1800s.  This source is 

on-line via HeritageQuest, which you can view with your current Library Card. Here in Bradenton it is 

available with a current resident library card at the Bradenton Central Library, 

PLUS other HQ resources, for free. Check it out. 

Physician..Was an ancestor a doctor?  NGS holds early records.  

Soldiers burials from 1862-1939; Soldiers Home in Washington DC; National Cemeteries, Forts 

 in Cuba, Puerto Rico and the Philippines; Soldiers Headstone applications 1879-1925 

write to:  Chief Memorial Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, Washington DC 20402.  

Szucs, Loretto Dennis and Sandra Hargreaves Luebking.  The Archives: A Guide to the National 

 Archives Field Branches. Salt Lake City, Ancestry, 1988.  

Township Atlas of the United States publ. by Andriot Assoc. Provides researchers with a unique  

 tool to view township boundaries that lie within county lines for all 50 states. 

Trussell, Col. John B.B.  The Pennsylvania Line: Regimental Organizations & Operations  

1775-1783, 1993 2nd edition.  A valuable Rev. War guide for Pennsylvania service which identifies all officers 

of the Pennsylvania Line (not Continental Line) and features an analysis of the evolution of these regiments.  

If you have found an ancestor serving underone of these officers (by using the Published Pennsylvania 
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Archives), you can then look up the officer’s name and read the history of the unit, where they enlisted, 

where they served and where they were discharged.  Avaluable work. 

 

____________________________________________ 

 
 
 

PUBLICATION NOTICE: Every effort is made to publish accurate information. However, the Society 

assumes NO RESPONSIBILITY for the accuracy of any published materials. Established errors will be 
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