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EDITOR’S NOTE 

It is never too late to get our “Summer” newsletter out to 

members. We will be starting our 2013/2014 Meeting Season on 

October 1st. The MGS Board is putting together the meeting 

schedule of topics and speakers. At present, the schedule has 

some late season open dates, but these will be filled soon. If you 

are interested in the schedule, as of this date, you can find it 

posted on our MGS WebSite at Meeting Schedule (click this 

link). Some of the speakers lined up to date are Jim McHugh, 

Cindy Russell, Drew Smith, Brian Mulcahy, and two panels of 

experts to lead topical discussions. Our Computer SIG topics 

will be organized by Currie Colket. 

Ted Reich, our Publicity Chair, prepares a very nice flyer 

that announces our meeting topics and speakers for each month. 

These “Flyers” will be posted on our WebSite. Our October 1st 

Meeting Flyer can be found at Meeting Flyer (click this link). 

Ted distributes these Flyers to interested parties and 

organizations.  

Bryan Mulcahy, one of our regular speakers, is the 

Reference Librarian, at the Ft. Myers-Lee County FL Public 

Library. Bryan prepares short papers concerning topics of 

genealogical interest and distributes them to interested parties 

to read and share. This newsletter contains seven of Bryan’s  

more recent summaries. We thank Bryan for all his efforts to 

help us to better locate and understand sources for our 

research. 

The Central Library has added some new books to the 

genealogy collection this summer. A summary can be found at 

the end of this newsletter. 

 

Jim McHugh, Acting Editor 
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_____________________________ 
 

The Most Important Death Related Records  

Contributed by Bryan L. Mulcahy, Reference Librarian, 
Ft. Myers-Lee County FL Public Library, Ft. Myers, FL 

 

Death is a major event that will eventually touch all of us.  Records generated vary dramatically by time 

period, locality, and record keeping laws mandated at the time of death.  In some cases, the economic and/or 

social status may play some role as well. The most important factor for research is determining where and 

when the death took place.   

 

In the most ideal circumstances, a community has well publicized and operating city or some established 

church cemeteries.  Names and dates will be clearly visible on the tombstones, and records were properly 

kept by the town clerk or health department giving the exact date, month, year of death and the name of 

the funeral home and church that handled final arrangements which makes the process of finding official 

records timely with minimal expense.  These circumstances are seldom applicable forcing researchers to 

locate the following items: 

 

1. Death Certificates 3. Deeds                            5. Cemetery Inscriptions 

2. Probate Records 4. Death Announcements/Obituaries   6. Sexton's Records 

 

Death certificates generally came into existence between 1850 and the 1870's and are created at the 

county level. After individual states began keeping vital records, copies were sent to the state office of vital 

records as well as being maintained at the county level.   They are generally well indexed.  Death records 

usually identify the place and time of death, place of burial, name of the undertaker/funeral home. 

 

Probate records consist of wills, intestate (no will) documents, and guardianship estate settlements.  These 

are maintained at the county level by the Clerk of the Probate Court.  While they can be useful for 

establishing an approximate date and place of death, this would not be particularly helpful for searches prior 

to 1860.  For earlier years, you must hope a church is named along with a minister or someone of note in the 

community or well known family as a testator. 

 

Deeds seldom indicate death dates and places of burial.  Deeds help document the settlement of estates, and 

may help establish approximately when and where a person died. They may provide clues to the purchase of 

burial property, or help identify a place of residence. 

 

Obituaries and death announcements would be found in newspapers.  Prior to the 1850's most announcements 

in newspapers contained minimal details about the decedent and do little more than identify the exact or 

very close to accurate date and place of death.  Obituaries may contain significant details about an individual 

and suggest other potential avenues for research. 

 

Many genealogical and historical societies have organized groups that go through cemeteries within their 

town or region and transcribe the information found on tombstones, take pictures of the gravestones, and 

publish the information in hard copy or via the internet.  The condition of the tombstone will impact the 

accuracy and detail of information. 
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Sexton's were the people in charge of cemeteries.  When available, these records contain names and 

locations of gravesites within their cemetery, name of other family members who contributed towards the 

cost of burial and their contact information.  Sexton's were also usually in charge of maintenance and upkeep 

of the cemetery grounds and tombstones.   

_____________________________ 

 

Metes and Bounds  
Contributed by Bryan L. Mulcahy, Reference Librarian,  

Ft. Myers-Lee County FL Public Library, Ft. Myers, FL  

 

"Metes and bounds" is a method of describing land as real property in contrast to personal property.  The 

system has been used in England for many centuries.  This practice also was prevalent in the original thirteen 

colonies that eventually became the United States of America, and throughout the British Empire based on 

English common law. Metes and bounds was a system commonly used in this era to measure distances and note 

landmarks. 

Up to the time of the Revolutionary War through the beginning of the nineteenth century, land, when 

parceled out, and sold or granted, was described by metes and bounds and that system is still in existence in 

the following states, or in those portions which had been sold or granted when the present plan of surveys 

was adopted:  New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North and South Carolina, 

Georgia, Tennessee, Kentucky, Texas and the six New England States.  This system also was used throughout 

the British Empire. 

 

The system of metes and bounds was used in connection with the Rectangular Survey System to describe a 

tract of land beginning with a specific starting point. The metes and bounds system uses physical features of 

the local topography, along with directions and distances, to define and describe the boundaries of a parcel 

of land. The boundaries are described working around the parcel in sequence, from a point of beginning, 

returning back to the same point.   

 

Legal descriptions may include references to other adjoining parcels and their owners, and may also be 

referenced in later surveys. At the time the description was written, the boundaries may have been marked 

on the ground with permanent markings placed where there were no suitable natural landmarks. 

 

The term "metes" refers to a boundary defined by the measurement of each straight run, specified by a 

distance between the terminal points, and an orientation or direction. A direction may be a simple compass 

bearing, or a precise orientation determined by accurate survey methods. 

 

The term "bounds" refers to a more general boundary description, such as along a certain watercourse, a 

stone wall, an adjoining public roadway, or an existing building. The system is often used to define larger 

pieces of property (e.g. farms), and political subdivisions (e.g. town boundaries) where precise definition is 

not required or would be far too expensive, or previously designated boundaries can be incorporated into the 

description. 
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The ability to understand these types of land records can be very beneficial to genealogy researchers having 

the time and patience to understand the process.  A number of books and websites are available to assist 

researchers in learning how to use the metes and bounds system.   The most difficult issue for many is 

deciphering the handwriting on the older documents.  Several books have been written to assist with this 

process. BLM 8/1/2013 

___________________________________ 

 

 

Ellis Island Immigration Information  
 

Contributed by Bryan L. Mulcahy, Reference Librarian,  

Ft. Myers-Lee County FL Public Library, Ft. Myers, FL  
 

 

Ellis Island immigration records contain information for over 22 million immigrants who arrived during the 

peak years of operation between 1892-1924.    The Ellis Island Immigration Reception Center, located about 

a mile off the southwest tip of Manhattan, replaced the Castle Garden processing center that was located at 

the current site of Battery Park in lower Manhattan.  By 1891, the federal government under the authority 

of the United States Bureau of Immigration transferred all functions to the new Ellis Island facility which 

served as a combination detention and deportation center.  Political pressures had been rising in the mid to 

late 1880’s to stem the flow of immigrants coming from southern and Eastern Europe.  This was accomplished 

by making the entry process much more difficult for new arrivals.  Those who could not pass the stiffer 

requirements were deported.  

 

Ellis Island remained an immigrant receiving station until World War I, when the federal government began 

to enact new laws to tighten the immigration laws even more.    Many of these new laws were in response to 

the climate that existed in Europe in the wake of World War I and its aftermath. After the 1924 

Immigration Act was passed and adopted into law, the number of immigrants passing through Ellis Island 

dropped dramatically.  The center was closed in November 1954. 

 

In 1990, Ellis Island was reopened as a museum.  Today, the American Family Immigration History Center is 

located in the Ellis Island Immigration Museum and on the Internet at http://www.ellisisland.org.  This 

website offers researchers access to an extensive database on the 22 million immigrants who entered the 

United States through Ellis Island between the years of 1892-1924.  Information on each individual was 

written down in ships’ passenger lists, known as manifests.  These manifests were used to examine 

immigrants at the time of their arrival at the Ellis Island Immigration Center.  The passenger record 

archives will enable you to search for the following information: 

 

Passenger records showing the passenger name, date of arrival, ship they arrived on, age given on 

arrival, and other miscellaneous details that the clerk may have noted. 

Original copies of the ship manifest showing passenger names and other information that was given 

when they boarded the ship. 

Ship information, often with a picture or sketch, giving the history and background of the ship. 
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The Community Archive is a growing collection of annotations to the passenger records, which may provide 

supplemental information on a passenger’s background and life in the United States after their arrival (this 

information was provided by sustaining members of the Statue of Liberty-Ellis Foundation).   BLM 3/2/2013 

 
 

 

_____________________________ 

 

 

Locating Ancestors on the Internet 

 

Contributed by Bryan L. Mulcahy, Reference Librarian,  

Ft. Myers-Lee County FL Public Library, Ft. Myers, FL  
 

 

The Internet is an excellent tool for genealogical research when used in conjunction with consulting original 

records, print sources, and employing proper research techniques.   The benefits to genealogists are:   

 

1.  The ability to search the genealogical holdings of major repositories or libraries 

    in areas where the ancestors resided.   

2.  The ability to search a repository's holdings online may facilitate planning for onsite 

    research in anticipation of a visit to that repository. 

3.  The Internet usually contains significant information on local, state, national and/or 

    ethnic historical/genealogical societies, and family associations throughout the U.S. 

    and abroad. 

4.  Websites such as Ancestry, Heritage Quest, Cyndi's List, Family Search, Rootsweb, 

    etc., offer access to message boards and other information-sharing sites where 

    genealogists can network with other genealogists, share findings and photographs, and  

    submit queries. 

 

The dramatic increase in online resources has attracted many beginners to the field of genealogical 

research.  Experienced genealogists have benefited because of new and improved research tools and faster 

communication.  Sites such as Ancestry.com and Ancestry Library Edition, Fold3, Heritage Quest, and Family 

Search, just to name a few, have enabled researchers to locate records in a timely manner.  Researchers are 

also benefitting from an increased number of digitized images, thus making the information-gathering 

process more accurate and timely. Many websites offer tutorials in the form of a Frequently Asked 

Questions section (FAQ).  These pages usually provide research tips and information on formulating search 

strategies.  

 

While the Internet offers many opportunities for research, there are limitations and caveats.  The Internet 

should not be considered the main option for genealogical research. Researchers will never locate every fact 

about their ancestors online.  There is no one website or database containing all types of genealogical 

records.  Many record types have never appeared on any online databases, and never will.  Information found 

online carries no guarantee whatsoever that it is accurate, thoroughly researched or properly documented. 
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The Internet is not a new reason that researchers sometimes collect questionable or undocumented 

information. False pedigrees, family myths and research errors were a part of genealogy long before the 

Internet. The difference is that the undocumented information is easily located and duplicated online.  (BLM 

4/6/2013) 

 
 

_____________________________ 

 

Using German Gazetteers, Maps, and Street Guides 
Contributed by Bryan L. Mulcahy, Reference Librarian,  

Ft. Myers-Lee County FL Public Library, Ft. Myers, FL  

 

To achieve long-term success in tracing German speaking ancestors in Europe, it is essential to know how to 

utilize gazetteers, maps, and street guides.  Maps allow researchers to track ancestors through their various 

migrations prior to coming to the New World by aiding them in locating tracts of land they may have owned 

or identifying communities of residence where other types of records may have been generated.  

 

To achieve the highest level of success using German records, the key element is identifying the ancestor’s 

town of residence and church parish.  Since most older records are maintained by the local civil registrar or 

district, you must be able to identify the specific jurisdiction.  From the standpoint of genealogical research, 

the older maps are far more useful than contemporary maps.  In some cases, gazetteers may be the only 

useful tool because they are indexes of geographical locations.  They would be the equivalent of a 

geographical dictionary.  

 

Gazetteers are like dictionaries of place names.  For each locality, they usually list where the nearest parish, 

(Catholic, Lutheran, or other), civil registration, district office, Jewish synagogue, and other offices are 

located.  Since it is important to know which parish or civil office your ancestor's birth, marriage, and death 

are located in, the ability to use gazetteers is especially crucial for successful research.  Gazetteers can 

help locate towns or communities that may have been too small to appear on standard maps, changed names 

over time, or may no longer exist. 

 

Two prime examples that many professional genealogists use as evidence of the importance of old maps and 

gazetteers are Prussia and the Alsace-Lorraine regions. They were once part of Germany, but are now 

located in Poland, Russia, and France.  In the case of East and West Prussia, both regions were divided after 

World War II.  The region of Alsace-Lorraine has been an endless source of disputes between Germany and 

France.  In many older German records, maps and gazetteers, the area may be known as Reichsland Elass-

Lothringen or Elsass-Lothringen.  In most German records, specific references to German place names tend 

to use the governmental jurisdictions that made up the German Empire from 1871-1918. 

 

German Street Guides are valuable resources for identifying which church or civil records to search for in a 

large city.  These guides are designed to help locate the ancestor’s parish and civil registration district in 

various cities of Germany or former Prussian states that were absorbed into Poland or Russia after World 
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War II.   Each street in the city is listed along with the parish and civil registration district to which a 

street belonged. 

 

Use these guides to determine the parish or civil registration district for the street where your ancestor 

lived. Although the jurisdictions listed date from the early 1900s, they usually apply for earlier years as well.  

When you find the street name, look up that street in this register to determine which parish your ancestor 

attended and in what civil registration district they lived. If the street extended into more than one 

jurisdiction, you will need to know the house number.  In such circumstances, the street name in the register 

is followed by house numbers. BLM 5/3/2013 

_________________________________________ 

 

Genealogical Research Using FBI Files 
Contributed by Bryan L. Mulcahy, Reference Librarian,  

Ft. Myers-Lee County FL Public Library, Ft. Myers, FL 

 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) has maintained files on millions of Americans over the decades.  

Official records cover the period from 1908 to the present.  FBI files initiated since 1956 have been 

computerized.  Files for the time period prior to 1956 are in manual format.  Some materials exist prior to 

1908 but they are incomplete and significant gaps exist.  While these files are considered public records, the 

FBI has imposed stringent rules concerning guidelines for access to files due to security measures in 

response to the post 9/11 era, coupled with the dramatic rise in identity theft.  All requests for FBI records 

must be submitted using the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA). 

 

If you have reason to believe that one of your ancestors may have been the subject of an FBI profile, 

researchers are advised to visit the following links to obtain the most current guidelines, fees, and protocol 

for obtaining copies of records.  The request letter link includes specific instructions and what types of 

information are mandatory for processing all requests. 

http://www.fbi.gov/foia/ 

http://www.fbi.gov/foia/sample-fbi-foia-request-letter 

  

In general, all requests for information must include the following: 

 

1. Full name or names of the person whose file you wish to receive 

2. Date and place of birth 

3. Date and place of death 

4. Photocopy of the death certificate or some other certified legal proof of death 

5. Your full name and current address 

6. Reason for wanting this information 

 

Proof of death is a mandatory requirement for anyone initiating requests for information other than the 

person whose file is sought.  Proof can be established using any of the following: 

 

http://www.fbi.gov/foia/
http://www.fbi.gov/foia/sample-fbi-foia-request-letter
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1. Newspaper obituary or death announcement showing the newspaper name, date, page number. 

2. Citation from Who Was Who in America 

3. Death Certificate 

4. Biographical reference showing the title page of the source, name of person, date, place of 

    death. 

5. Encyclopedia or magazine article on the person which includes details, date, place of death. 

6. Declaration that the person was born over 110 years ago.  

 

Proof of death is not required if the person was born over 110 years ago, and you can document that fact, 

because they assume anyone over the age of 110 is probably deceased.  However, you must be able to provide 

some evidence to document your claim including the exact birth date.  If the file in question originated prior 

to 1956, you must inform them of this fact and specify that a manual search is required.  You should follow 

the same correspondence procedures for both manual and computerized (post 1956) files. BLM 7/2/2013 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

City Directories 
Contributed by Bryan L. Mulcahy, Reference Librarian,  

Ft. Myers-Lee County FL Public Library, Ft. Myers, FL 

 

City Directories are, by most accounts, one of the most over-looked resources by genealogists.  Directories 

have been published in a variety of formats since the 1700s. City directories have survived for cities such as 

Boston, Charleston, New York, and Philadelphia from the 1780s.  While the original intent of the publication 

was to identify commercial enterprises, publishers quickly discovered there was more potential for profit by 

also including residents.  

The earliest directories may or may not list occupational information for residents.  The information found in 

city directories is valuable for locating ancestors, especially during the 1790–1840 periods when the federal 

census records only identified the head of household by name.  By 1860, there were over 70 communities 

with some form of published city directory.  

 

Historians and genealogists often turn to city directories to learn specific details about life in a particular 

locality at a given period/periods of time.  Examples may include: 

1. Residents and business are listed by their street addresses for a given year. 

2. Public agencies, schools, churches, and organizations are also listed. 

3. By studying multiple years of directories, it is possible to trace the establishment of a business or 

to    make an educated guess when a family moved into a dwelling, or to discover that an individual was 

a  public official or an officer of a particular organization in a certain year. 

4. Since the information listed about residents was collected at the time of the event, often by actual 

house to house canvassing, it often carries the same evidential weight as many "original" records. 

5. The information found in city directories often serves as a "link" to other records. 

 

From a genealogical perspective, city directories may provide significant research clues such as: 
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1. They often include ward maps in a given city, so you can trace the person in census records. 

2. Widows are often listed just after the death of a spouse which can lead to vital records or probate 

     packets in that county or town. 

3. If the person is listed as a property/home owner, that will direct you to deed records for that 

location. 

4. City directories are one of the key elements in the long-range project by the LDS to re-create the 

     missing 1890 federal census. 

5. The alphabetical listing of names can lead researchers to other persons, either with or without the 

same surname, living in the same location, or as neighbors. 

 

As American cities grew, city directories became more detailed.  City directories often contain special 

sections pertaining to businesses, churches, and organizations.  Addresses of churches can be useful in 

narrowing the search to addresses located near to where your family resided.  

 

In most localities, city directories were divided into five sections: 

     1. Business 

     2. Residential 

     3. Negro or Colored 

     4. Community Facts 

     5. Advertisements 

BLM 6/4/2013 

 
____________________________________________ 

 

 

New Books: Recent Additions to the Genealogy  

Collection at the Central Library 
Courtesy Pam Gibson, Central Library 

 

 
Gen 929.2 Lew 

Lewis patriarchs of early Virginia and Maryland with some arms and origins 

By Robert J.C.K. Lewis 

 

Gen 929.3751 Hol 

Catalogue and errata of the Records of Holy Trinity (Old Swedes) Church 

Translated by Horace Burr 1919 

(includes marriages by male and female names, births and baptisms) 

 

Gen 929.3752 Bar 

Marriages and Deaths from the Maryland Gazette, 1727-1839 

By Robert Barnes 
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Gen 929.3755 Abe 

Index to the Virginia Revolutionary “Publick” Claims County Booklets 

By Janice L. Abercrombie and Richard Slatten 

 

Gen 929.3755 Bar 

1850 Census of Washington County, Virginia, annotated 

By Waverly B. Barbe, edited by Ms. Shelby Ireson Edwards 

 

Gen 929.3755 Car 

1840 Lee County Virginia Census 

By Elizabeth M. Carpenter 

 

Gen 929.3755 Car 

Lee County Virginia Death Register 1853-1877 

By Elizabeth M. Carpenter 

 

Gen 929.3755 Duc 

Lee County, Virginia, Deed Book 1 1793-1804 

Lee County Virginia, Deed Book 2 1805-1812 

Lee County, Virginia, Deed Book 3 1813-1820 

By Reda Thornton Duckworth 

 

Gen 929.3755 Kin 

Abstracts of wills and inventories, Fairfax County, Virginia 1742-1801 

By J. Estelle Stewart King 

 

Gen 929.3755 Kin 

Abstracts of wills, inventories and Administration account of Loudon County, Virginia 1757- 1800 

By J. Estelle Stewart King 

 

Gen 929.3755 Kne 

Marriages of Culpepper County, Virginia 1781-1815 

By Catherine Lindsay Knorr 

 

Gen 929.3755 Sch 

A Supplement to the 1810 census of Virginia: Tax lists of the counties for which the census is missing 

By Netti Schreiner-Yantis 

 

Gen 929.3756 Bjo 

Quaker Marriage Certificates: Pasquotank, Perquimans, Piney Woods and Suttons Creek monthly meetings, 

North Carolina, 1677-1800 

By Gwen Boyer Bjorkman 

 

Gen 929.3756 Ham 

Ashe County, N.C. Cemetery records 

By Russell Hamilton 
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Gen 929.3756 Pru 

Abstracts of land warrants, Bladen County, N.C. 1778-1803 

2 Volumes 

By Dr. A.B. Pruitt 

 

Gen 929.3768 Bur 

Washington County, Tennessee, Marriages 1780-1870 

By Goldene Fillers Burgner 

 

Gen 929.3768 Bur 

Washington County, Tennessee, Wills 1777-1872 

By Goldene Fillers Burgner 

 

Gen 929.3768 Cre 

Tennessee Newspaper extracts and abstracts: marriage, death and other items of genealogical / historical 

interest 

By Pollyanna Creekmore 

 

Gen 929.3768 Dou 

Hamblen County, Tennessee, Marriage Books 1-5 1870 – 1888 

By James L. Douthat 

 

Gen 929.3768 Luc 

35,000 Tennessee Marriage Records and Bonds 1783-1870 

3 Vols.  Edited by Rev. Silas Emmett Lucas, Jr. and Mrs. 

Ella Lee Sheffield 

 

Gen 929.3768 Rig 

1870 U.S. Federal Census, Sullivan County, Tennessee 

By Holston Territory Genealogical Society 

 

Gen 929.3768 She 

Sullivan County, Tennessee, Cemeteries 

By Karen L. Sherman 

 

Gen 929.3768 Sis 

1840 Census – Tennessee 

By Byron and Barbara Sistler 

 

Gen 929.3768 Sis 

1850 Census – Tennessee 

8 vols in 4 

By Byron and Barbara Sistler 

 

Gen 929.3768 Sis 
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1860 Census – Tennessee 

4 vols 

By Byron and Barbara Sistler 

 

Gen 929.3768 Sis 

Tennessee Wills and Administrations 179-1861 

By Byron and Barbara Sistler 

 

Gen 929.3768 Wil 

Virginians in Tennessee 1850 

By Mike K. Williams 

 

Gen 929.3769 Gri 

1850 and 1860 U.S. Censuses, Letcher Co., Kentucky 

By Dorothy Amburgey Griffith 

 

Gen 929.3769 Isa 

Letcher County, Kentucky, Marriage Book #3, August 1903 – December 1910 

By Creda J. Baker Isaacs 

 

Gen 929.3769 Joh 

1870 U.S. Census, Letcher County, Kentucky (annotated) 

By Wilma Parker Johnson 

 

Gen 929.3769 Joh 

1880 U.S. Census, Letcher County, Kentucky (annotated) 

By Wilma Parker Johnson 

 

Gen 929.3769 The 

They are here, Letcher County Cemeteries 

6 Volume set (Book # 4 missing) 

 

Gen 929.3769 Rob 

Petitions of the early inhabitants of Kentucky to the General Assembly of Virginia 1769 to 1792 

By James Rood Robertson 

____________________________________________ 
PUBLICATION NOTICE: Every effort is made to publish accurate information. However, the 

Society assumes NO RESPONSIBILITY for the accuracy of any published materials. Established 

errors will be corrected in the next issue. Contact Information: Manatee Genealogical Society, PO 

Box 1194, Bradenton, FL 34206, or mgs.society@gmail.com 


