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A Quote
“0ne of the chief
charms of life is
its uncertainty.
Problems are
bothersome,
even
uncomfortable.
But solving them
makes life
interesting.”
The Capital
Times,
Madison, WI,
Aug. 15, 1924.

Against a news backdrop
of weather tragedies, sexual
harassment, politics or school
shootings, sometimes the
subject of family history
seems to get shoved to the
back seat--seemingly less
important in our lives.
However, those reading
this Journal have chosen the
search of our family history as something more than just a hobby, but a
passion that we cannot force into the background. Let this be the time to
“Spring” into action and do those things we’ve been putting off. Visit the
Genealogy Room, even if you’ve been there before, and check out the
new books and all the new websites; read a periodical; get your papers
and files organized; contact those relatives you’ve been meaning to call;
tackle a brick wall and reach out to others for help with it. The volunteers
in the Genealogy Room have knowledge and resources that might surprise
you. Try them!
Our meetings have been getting very interesting, and attracting more
people, so there are new members who may not be familiar with what we
do; talk to them. Connect with those people whose research may connect
with yours. The Surname Database may be the way to do that. Have you
submitted your pedigree charts yet? Have you checked the Database?
Ask one of the volunteers to help you.
Did the DNA Seminar help you find some new relatives to contact?
Are you going to attend the Indian River Genealogical Society conference
in Vero Beach? Get involved and enjoy!
Let’s look forward to a year of discoveries!
.
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Calendar of Events for the Next Three Months
FIRST THURSDAY OF THE MONTH
And on Every Thursday of the Month.
5:45 PM to 7:45 PM in the Blake Library's
Genealogy Room, 2351 SE Monterey Road,
Stuart.
Members from MCGS will be available to
assist persons doing genealogical research.
There is no charge. Please contact MCGS if you
intend to be there, so MCGS can ensure that a
member will be present.
FIRST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH
ASSISTANCE - MCGS/DAR and regular assistance on Other Saturdays of the Month in the
PM, in the Blake Library’s Genealogy Room,
2351 SE Monterey Road, Stuart.
In the AM, members from MCGS and the
Daughters of the American Revolution – Halpatiokee Chapter will be available to assist the
public doing research about their ancestors:
those from any time era and those who were
American Revolutionary War patriots. Free.
Please contact MCGS if you intend to be there,
so MCGS can ensure that a member will be
present.
____________________________________
MEETINGS: 3rd Friday of the Month
(no meetings June, July and August)
Please go to MCGS’ website, mcgensociety .org,
and click on EVENTS, to find the latest info about
the program for a particular meeting.
Guests are most welcome to attend MCGS’
meetings, which are free, and light refreshments
will be available between the business meeting
and the program. Ages 12+.

April 20, Friday, 1 to 3 PM
At the BLAKE LIBRARY, John F. and Rita M.
Armstrong Wing, 2351 SE Monterey Road, Stuart.
The program is "What Do You Know About the
Faith of your Immigrant Ancestors and their Faith
Journey to America?” by Joyce Fletcher Menard,
Historian of All Saints Episcopal Church, Jensen
Beach, and trained volunteer genealogist with the
DAR.
May 18, Friday, 1 to 3 PM
At the BLAKE LIBRARY, John F. and Rita M.
Armstrong Wing, 2351 SE Monterey Road, Stuart.
The program is “Sailing Back to Mayflower Roots
with Stops in the 18th and 19th Centuries along the
Way,” by Kurt Bressner, Historian of the Stephen
Hopkins Colony of the Society of the Mayflower
Descendants in Vero Beach. Kurt will present
valuable research tips and will show how vital
records can provide surprises about your
ancestors.
________________________________________
Indian River Genealogy Conference (FREE)
April 14, Saturday, 9 am to 4 pm
At the Vero Beach Church of Jesus Christ of Latterday Saints, 3980 12th Street, Vero Beach.
Registration begins 8:00 am (or pre-register at
tinyurl.com/irgc2018).

Board of Directors Meetings:
MCGS Board of Directors meetings are usually held
on the 2nd Friday of each month. MCGS members
are welcome to attend; if you wish to do so, please
contact the President to confirm the location, date,
and time.
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Read Other Journals
By Shirley Pizziferri
It is always a good idea to learn from others'
experience, and one way to do that is to read
professionally written articles in periodicals such
as the NEHGS Register, The Nutmegger, and The
NGSQ
[National
Genealogical
Society
Quarterly]. I noticed that one of the old issues of
the NGSQ (stack 6) has an article on DNA that
would benefit many who are still struggling to
grasp the subject. It is called a "Theme Issue,"
entitled "Genetics and Genealogy," vol. 93,
2005. In addition, there are helpful books on the
subject of DNA in the Genealogy Room.

Call for Volunteers

New MCGS Access to Genealogy
Website
By Jerry Bloom
MCGS has added another subscription genealogy
website to our collection! FIND MY PAST is an
excellent resource for researching U.K. records. It
also has expanded this past year into many U.S.
areas of research. Check it out the next time you
visit the Genealogy Room. As with the other paid
sites we subscribe to, MCGS members in good
standing can access this site for free and can even
use it at home. All our MCGS subscription sites,
except for Ancestry.com - Library Edition, can be
accessed from your personal computers. Ask the
attending volunteer for the current password and
how to access this site.

MCGS has many opportunities for
members to become more active
and involved in the operation of your
Genealogy Society. The Calling
Tree and the Gen Room volunteers
can always use more hands, or
check the list of committees on page
8 or the Projects tab on the MCGS
website (mcgensociety.org/projects).
Just send an e-mail to
mcgsfl@gmail.com and let us know
which one(s) you would like to help.

Thank you!
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2004 Salt Lake City Excursion
by Jerry Stephenson

Salt Lake City
Has it been 14 years since MCGS sponsored
a Genealogy Trip to Salt Lake City, Utah? I
didn't think so but looking at this photo that
was recently unearthed by Reba Shepard,
evidence speaks for itself. Note that there
are only two individuals in the below photo
that are still around to remember that week in

(Left to right: Marian Daley, Larry Shepard,
Reba Shepard, Jerry Bloom, Virginia
Streader, Alice Harris and Lloyd Welker
having dinner in the Plaza Hotel dining room.)

2004. Reba and Jerry are the only MCGS
members who have not either moved away or
passed away. This was my first year as a
member in MCGS and I still considered
myself a novice researcher. Of course, Reba

was a veteran researcher, even then. She and
her husband, Larry, were among the founders of
Martin County Genealogical Society. We will
always be indebted to them. Lloyd Welker, who
was also part of that trip in 2004, became my
mentor. I miss him, too.
I must say that the Internet has changed
drastically since 2004. Many more sites and
databases are available from the comfort of our
personal computers at home or the library
computers at the Blake Gen. Room. Digital
images are constantly being added for our
research pleasure and accuracy. However, the
experience in traveling to the LDS main library
in Salt Lake City cannot be overstated. It still is
the BEST place for genealogical researching,
bar none. And, the support staff there is always
up for the challenge of assisting visitors in every
way possible. So, if you have the time and funds
to make this trip, I encourage you to do it. It is
never too late, but the sooner the better, I say!

Virginia Streader researching in the LDS Library

Reminder – Help MCGS defray costs by dropping
your empty printer ink cartridges in the can in the
Blake Library Genealogy Room for rebates at
Staples and Office Depot.
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The Often-Overlooked Part of a
Family Bible
Taken from Amy Johnson Crow Newsletter,
4 June 2017

By Karen Peterson
Having an old family Bible with the family record
pages filled out is like having a genealogical
treasure chest. Not only do you get to see your
ancestors' handwriting, but there are so many
names, dates, and relationships. Pure gold!
But there is a page in family Bibles that is often
overlooked: the title page.
The title page is important because of a date that
is listed there (or sometimes on the back of the
title page). You need to look for the date of
publication.
Title page from Editor’s Family Bible:

Let's say that we have a Bible that was published
in 1870.
First - That tells us that any events that are listed
that happened before 1870 weren't recorded at the
time of the event.
On the "Marriages" page of the family record is a
marriage from 1872. That could have been written
down at the time of the event.
On the "Births" page are births from the 1840s.
Those couldn't have been written at the time of the
birth, since the Bible wasn't published until 1870.
Similarly, deaths in the 1860s couldn't have been
recorded in the Bible at the time they happened.
All of this makes a difference because the longer it
takes to write something down, the more likely there
is to be an error. (Without looking at your genealogy
software, do you know the birthdates of all of your
great-grandparents?) "But what if the title page is
missing?" some of you are asking. I have a few
Bibles like that, too.
If the title page is gone, take a look at the
handwriting and the ink. Is all of the handwriting the
same? Is all of the ink the same? In other words,
how many entries were written all at the same time?
If all of the births from 1840-1868, for example,
were all in the same handwriting and the same ink,
that would lead me to think they were all written
down at the same time. That would mean that at
least the earliest births were not recorded at the
time of the event.
It's so easy to take everything written in a family
Bible as being 100% accurate. However, our
ancestors were human and humans make
mistakes. Take a look at that publication date and
evaluate the information that's written down just like
you would with any other genealogical record.

A family Bible is just like any other record we use
in genealogy in that we need to evaluate it for
accuracy. The date of publication helps us do
that.
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Recent Events at MCGS…
January 2018 Presentation

Photo by Karen Benson

Debbie Duay, Ph.D.: “Kings, Queens Pilgrims, &
Tavern Keepers: Who is in Your Family Tree?”
See Debbie Duay’s online free genealogy course at
www.learnwebskills.com.

February 2018 Presentation

Genealogical DNA Seminar, Jan. 25

Photo by Karen Benson

Dianah Southard: “A Genealogical DNA
Seminar,” with very useful handouts, Getting
Started in Genetic Genealogy and 5 Tips to
Make Sense of Your DNA Testing.
www.YourDNAGuide.com

March 2018 Presentation

Photo by Karen Benson

Rick Crary: “Seminole War on the Treasure Coast.”
The Florida War (1835-1842, a/k/a the Second
Seminole War), a powerful clash of cultures that made
Florida what it is today.

Photo by Karen Benson
Miles A. Meyer, Director Vero Beach Family History
Center: “Family Search Unveiled.” Copyrighted
handout link: www.goo.gl/3pdKm7
(MCGS Vice President Lisa Tompson at left.)
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Upcoming Historic Programs

Other Genealogical Upcoming Events…

By Alice L. Luckhardt
April 10, 2018 - Tuesday - 7 pm - The showing of the
Hollywood movie "Little Laura and Big John" starring
Fabian and Karen Black at the Lyric Theatre. It was
filmed in Stuart in March 1969. Tickets are $5.00
each and available at the box office or online with the
Lyric Theatre and presented by the Stuart Heritage
Museum.
The month of May 2018 is Martin County Historical
Preservation month with many different events,
presentations and activities throughout the month.
On May 12 - Sat. from 10 am to 2 pm will be Stuart
Heritage Day with guided tours of some of the vintage
homes along Seminole Street. It is free and open to
the public. Some of the historic places with open
houses on other days in May include All Saints
Church in Jensen Beach, Golden Gate Building on
A1A, Capt Henry Sewall house, the Lyric Theatre,
Apollo School in Hobe Sound, and the old county
Courthouse (now Cultural Center) in Stuart, just to
name a few. Calendar of all events, dates and times
is available at Stuart Heritage Museum.

Monday, May 21, 2018 - 6 pm - A video
presentation by Alice L. Luckhardt at the Blake
Library on Monterey RD in the Armstrong Room
on a local Stuart resident, Dr. George Porter, who
took care of the President Lincoln Conspirators in
1865 and was the only one to know the secret
burial place of John Wilkes Booth. The program
is free and open to the public

https://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/

MCGS Member Nancy Lamson is going to the
National Genealogical Society’s 2018 Family
History Conference and would love to hear from
anyone else who is going. Her email address is
nancybud@bellsouth.net
Tombstone of B.P. “Pearl” Roberts, Key West, Florida
From Eastman’s Online Genealogy Newsletter
January 4, 2018
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Martin County Genealogical Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 275
Stuart, FL 34995
WEB ADDRESS:
http://mcgensociety.org

MCGS Board of Directors - 2018
President
Vice-President
Treasurer
Asst. Treasurer
Secretary
Asst. Secretary
Director
Ex-Officio/Member-at-Large

Shirley Pizziferri
Lisa Tompson
Karen Peterson
P. J. Herdman
Kathy Teter
Sandy McDonnell
Jerry Stephenson
Donna Dubois

Committees:
Library
Membership
Welcome Committee
Sunshine Committee
Library Liaison
Library Acquisitions
Public Relations
Volunteer Coordinator
Hospitality Committee
Publicity Committee
Journal Editors
Website “Masters”
Calling Committee

Shirley Pizziferri
Jerry Stephenson
Jerry Stephenson
Jerry Stephenson
Shirley Pizziferri/Richard Riley
Kathy Teter
Mark Hier
Jerry Stephenson
Donna Dubois
Jean Gray
Karen Benson/Walter Bruetsch
Walter Bruetsch/Kathy Teter
Margaret Lachman/Mark Hier

Martin County Genealogical Society membership meetings are
held the third Friday of each month at 1 p.m. Guests are
welcome. There is a short business meeting preceding a
program.
[E-mail: mcgsfl@gmail.com]

We’re on the Web!
See us at:

http://mcgensociety.org

.

Welcome New MCGS Members:

We hope you take the time to seek out our many new
MCGS members the next time you are at a monthly meeting
or see them in the Genealogy Room. Warm welcomes to:
Danielle & Drew Blake
Marshall & Donna Brinkman
Janie Bullock
Tom Burger
Anna Cason
Marjorie Keatley Collie
Lou Ann Dorgan
Donald Herzig
Veronica “Bunny”
Wassmer Johnson

Margaret K. Lachman
Ellen Hoffman Lambiase
Terry Martin
Grace Nolan
Kathryn Waters Schmidt
Bill & Elaine Shanley
Lucy Coombs Squier
Charlotte Swigler
Jacqueline M. White
Carole Wiseman

Annual Membership Dues are $20 for
individuals and $30 for a family or
organization.
The Genealogy Journal is usually published
four times a year and distributed via e-mail in
March, June, September and December.
Suggestions and contributions are always welcomed.

