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Summer is starting and MCGS is taking a break from meetings and
programs for a while. We won’t meet again until September 21st.
Many of you have fled the hurricane season for cooler climes and will
spend the next few months “back home” with nuclear and extended
family. What better time to gather new information for your family
tree? Use this time to visit with those relatives, especially the oldest
ones in your family, and ask them the questions you haven’t yet asked. Do your parents
remember their grandparents? What do they remember about them? Use your phone as
a recorder and get those memories down for posterity. You may never have another
chance.
And for those of you who, like me, have lived a long life, remember that the events we’ve
experienced, and our reactions to the events we’ve only heard about, are also part of
history. If we write them down, they won’t be lost to posterity. Some day in the future,
someone may wonder how we first learned to use computers and smartphones. They may
be shocked to know that we remember manual typewriters and dial phones. Not just
technology, but everyday living changes every day and we are living recorders of those
changes. If you write it down, it will be part of that documentation that someone in the
future may be searching for.
2018 celebrates the
200th anniversary of the end of
World War I. If you
have a relative that served in “‘the
big war,” we are
asking that you send us pictures of
that veteran. Have
you already looked up their draft
record on Ancestry
or their service record on Fold3? Do
you know how?
The program for our meeting on
September 21st
will be about WWI and will feature a
How-To search for
your relatives’ military records, using
your own families
as examples. We will use your
pictures and your
information to show others how to
find out more
about their people, so if you have a
picture of a serviceman or woman, or a copy of a picture, a picture of a medal or anything
else from WWI, submit it to Kathy Teter by email, klteter@gmail.com, and it will become
part of the presentation in September.

Kathy Teter, Secretary

klteter@gmail.com
Karen Peterson, Treasurer
karenp@rootspursuits.com

Finally, 2018 has been a banner year for new members.
When you come to that meeting in September, make it a
point to search out those new people and welcome them
to the fold. Ask them questions about their ancestors,
about themselves, and tell them about others in the
Society who have similar interests, so they will feel
“connected” to their new MCGS family. Who knows; you
may find a new connection yourself!
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Calendar of Events for the Next Three Months
FIRST THURSDAY OF THE MONTH
And on Every Thursday of the Month.
5:45 PM to 7:45 PM in the Blake Library's
Genealogy Room, 2351 SE Monterey Road,
Stuart.

September 21, Friday, 1 to 3 PM
At the BLAKE LIBRARY, John F. and Rita M.
Armstrong Wing, 2351 SE Monterey Road, Stuart.

Members from MCGS will be available to
assist persons doing genealogical research.
There is no charge. Please contact MCGS if you
intend to be there, so MCGS can ensure that a
member will be present.
FIRST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH
ASSISTANCE - MCGS/DAR and regular assistance on Other Saturdays of the Month in the
PM, in the Blake Library’s Genealogy Room,
2351 SE Monterey Road, Stuart.
In the AM, members from MCGS and the
Daughters of the American Revolution – Halpatiokee Chapter will be available to assist the
public doing research about their ancestors:
those from any time era and those who were
American Revolutionary War patriots. Free.
Please contact MCGS if you intend to be there,
so MCGS can ensure that a member will be
present.

The program is about World War I--The Big War,
The War to End All Wars-- which ended in 1918,
one hundred years ago. This program will include a
How-To on searching for your relatives’ World War
I records. As per the President’s message on page
one, if you have a picture of a serviceman or
woman, or a copy of a picture, a picture of a medal
or anything else from WWI, please submit it to
MCGS Secretary Kathy Teter by email,
klteter@gmail.com, so it can become part of the
presentation in September.

____________________________________
MEETINGS: 3rd Friday of the Month
(no meetings June, July and August)
Please go to MCGS’ website, mcgensociety .org,
and click on EVENTS, to find the latest info about
the program for a particular meeting.
Guests are most welcome to attend MCGS’
meetings, which are free, and light refreshments
will be available between the business meeting
and the program. Ages 12+.

Board of Directors Meetings:
MCGS Board of Directors meetings are usually held
on the 2nd Friday of each month. MCGS members
are welcome to attend; if you wish to do so, please
contact the President to confirm the location, date,
and time.
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10. Nova Scotia Immigration, Vol. II, by Leonard H.
Smith, 2009.
These two are not great, but may be useful as
only source available on this subject
11. Erin’s Sons: Irish Arrivals in Atlantic Canada,
1761-1853, by Terrence Punch, 2008.
On LOUISIANA and more on ACADIANS:
12. The Settlement of the German Coast of
Louisiana and Creoles of German Descent.
13. Early Settlers of Louisiana as taken from Land
Claims in the Eastern District of the
Orleans Territory, by Walter Lowrie.
14. Diocese of Baton Rouge Catholic Church
Records, Vol. 8, 1853-1857.
15. Natchitoches Church Marriages, 1818-1850,
translated by Elizabeth Shown Mills.
New Category of TEXAS STATE:
16. They Came to Texas, 500-1850, Immigrants and
Immigration Patterns, by Joe E. Ericson and
Carolyn R. Ericson.
17. Republic of Texas: Poll Lists for 1846 by Marion
Day Mullins.

New Books in Genealogy Room
Received April & May 2018

NEW YORK STATE:
18. History of Schoharie County and Border Wars of
New York.
19. Records of the Court Sessions of Suffolk County
in the Province of New York,
1670-1688, by Thomas W. Cooper.

1. Genealogy and the Law, by Kay Haviland
Freilich and William B. Freilich - A necessary
Added to previous VIRGINIA collection
read for understanding the records.
20. Virginia Cavaliers and Pioneers, Abstracts of
2. Mastering Genealogical Documentation, and
Land Patents, Agents, Vol 1, [1623-1666].
3. Mastering Genealogical Proof, both by
Thomas W. Jones - These two books for when 21. Virginia Cavaliers and Pioneers, Abstracts of
Land Patents, Agents, Vol 3, [1695-1732]
you decide to perfect your research.
22. Supplement to Virginia Cavaliers and Pioneers,
Abstracts of Land Patents, Agents,
On ACADIAN and CANADIAN Genealogy:
(We already have volumes V, VI and VII, so the
5. Acadian-Cajun Genealogy, Tracing your
above three are to add to the set.)
Ancestry back to Acadia and the Old World.
6. The Acadian Diaspora an Eighteenth-Century
History, by Christopher Hodson.
7. Acadian Church Records: Port LaJoye, Ile St.
Jean, 1749-1758, by Timothy Hebert.
8. Deportation of the Prince Edward Island
Acadians, by Earle Lockerby.
9. Nova Scotia Immigration to 1867, Vol. 1, by
Leonard H. Smith, 1992.

ALABAMA:
23. Genuine Alabama Genealogy Resources, A
Compact and Concise Genealogy Guide,
by Gary L. Morris (small pamphlet).
24. Indian Deeds, donated by the D.A.R., includes
deeds from Plymouth Indians to the Mayflower
settlers; for those Mayflower descendants who
really want to know the land their ancestors
settled on.
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The Mystery of the Genealogy Room Shelves
By Shirley Pizziferri
Just in case using the Martin County Library System
card catalog or looking at the Category shelf labels
isn’t enough, here are some more things to
remember when trying to find a book in the
Genealogy Room.
The COLONIAL section, on top of Stack 1, covers
the time period before the signing of the Declaration
of Independence when we were still colonies, not
yet states. Here you may find books on the
Massachusetts Colony, other than the ones on
Plymouth Colony itself which comes under the
category of MAYFLOWER, or on the Virginia
Colony, in addition to the books which are filed on
the VIRGINIA shelf.
Have an ancestor who fought in a war from a
particular state? Look for him under the STATE
category from which he served, but also check out
the MILITARY category in Stack 4.

Call for Volunteers…
For summer Genealogy Room help. We still
have openings for Saturday and Sunday
afternoons, as well as Monday and
Thursday evenings. If you can spare 2
hours a week, your time spent helping
others in their research efforts is a reward to
you, too. You will find a joy when aiding
visitors in their quest for knowledge of their
family history.
For more information, contact Jerry
Stephenson (920-559-7440)

Thank you!

Have an ancestor who came from one of the New
England states? Check the STATE category, but
also look at the NEW ENGLAND section in Stack 1.
Confused? You may well be. Books in our
Genealogy Room were divided into categories a
long time ago when the Library Chairman was
someone now long gone, and it’s simply been too
difficult to change. So, learn the system, use the
online card catalog, and ask a Volunteer for help.
Like reading mysteries about genealogy? We have
those too, but they are not cataloged and not on the
open shelves. We have books that have been
donated by the author for our membership to borrow
and read, and we keep them hidden away in the
supply cabinet. Ask a Volunteer to help you find
them, and please sign your name on the sign-up
sheet on the side of the file cabinet when you take
them out and when you bring them back. These
books belong to us and you are welcome to borrow
them, but please bring them back! Enjoy!

Reminder – Help MCGS defray costs by donating
your empty printer ink cartridges in the can in
the Blake Library Genealogy Room for rebates
at Staples and Office Depot for MCGS.
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MOOCs?????
By Karen Benson
In my never-ending quest to beef up my genealogy skills, I
have recently discovered MOOCs--massive online open
courses, or an online course aimed at unlimited participation
and open access via the web. They apparently gained
momentum in 2011. MOOCs are generally free, and many
are offered by universities. There are MOOCs on every
subject imaginable. I joined a genealogy MOOC offered by
the University of Strathclyde, Glasgow, Scotland (partnered
with Future Learn), entitled Genealogy: Researching Your
Family Tree. Although a Scottish university, I found much of
the information pertinent to general genealogy researching.
The duration of this course is six weeks. You actually have
access to the course for 8 weeks, including any articles,
videos, peer reviews and quizzes; however, for unlimited
access to the course, you can upgrade for $99. Each week
addresses one major topic, 1) The Nature and Importance of
Documentary Evidence, 2) Effective Searching Techniques ,
3) Using Major Source Types, 4) Genealogical Proof and DNA
Testing, 5) Putting Your Research into Context, and 6)
Documenting and Communicating Your Research Results
and Sources. Each week’s major topic is broken down into
three or four subtopics. Each subtopic presents many video
lectures, articles and activities. You can jump around. You
don’t have to do them in order. There are transcripts of all of
the videos, so you can download them for future referenc e.
Tahitia McCabe is the lead educator. She is an American who
is permanently living in Scotland and so it is easy to listen to
her.
Particularly interesting and rewarding to read are the
discussions of classmates from all over the world. It can be
enlightening, entertaining, and reassuring to read their
problems, frustrations or solutions for solving brick walls,
especially if you have ancestors from their corner of the world.
A few will have information about, or links to, databases they
have found useful. There are discussion links at the end of
each major topic and many of the subtopics. Often there are
hundreds of comments.
There are quizzes, tasks, and discussions at the end of each
week. The quizzes often require you to analyze real data in
real censuses or databases in order to answer the questions.
The other genealogy MOOC I discovered is RootsMOOC: An
Introduction to Genealogy and Family History Research .
I found out about that one on the National Genealogic al
Society’s website where they quote Rebecca Hyman,

Educational Programs
and
Outreach
Librarian,
Government & Heritage Library, State Library of North
Carolina, and her story about her experience with
RootsMOOC created in 2015.

The following are a couple of paragraphs from the NGS article
about that MOOC:

RootsMOOC: An Introduction to Genealogy and
Family History Research
The State Library of North Carolina’s Government and
Heritage Library (GHL) teamed up with Wake Forest
University’s Z. Smith Reynolds Library for Roots- MOOC,
a massive open online course on starting genealogic al
research in March 2015. The free course was originally
presented on the Canvas network. This Institute of
Museum and Library Services grant-funded project
eventually enrolled more than 4,000 learners across the
country and world enrolled including more than 500 of
whom were from North Carolina, 75 international learners
from 24 different countries. RootsMOOC provided
participants easy, free access to high-quality genealogy
instruction in a highly interactive and social learning
environment.
Course materials are still available on the GHL’s website.
You can still access all of the RootsMOOC content
including instructional videos, handouts, reading lists and
test your knowledge by taking self-check quizzes. The
MOOC consists of four modules, 1) Getting Started and
Staying Organized, 2) Digging into the US Census, 3)
Using State and Local Resources, and 4) Using Digital
Collections. The course was specifically designed to
connect participants to the resources and expertise
available in libraries and archives.
Links found at the end of the NGS article:

Government and Heritage Library -

http://statelibrary.ncdcr.gov/ghl
Z. Smith Reynolds Library -

https://zsr.wfu.edu/
Evaluation copy of RootsMOOC -

http://bit.ly/rootsmooc-eval
RootsMOOC on GHL page http://statelibrary.ncdcr.gov/ghl/resources/roots
MOOC.html
RootsMOOC Facebook Group page https://www.facebook.com/groups/rootsmooc
If you are running out of things to do inside in the nice, cool,
air conditioning this summer, you might want to go online
and try out a MOOC—Quantum Mechanics or Mandarin
Chinese anyone?
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Recently at MCGS…
May 2018 Presentation

Photo by Diane Bressner

Kurt Bressner, historian of the Stephen Hopkins
Colony of the Society of the Mayflower
Descendants, Vero Beach. A copy of his handout
and slide presentation are available from MCGS
VP Lisa Tompson.

Photo by Diane Bressner

Kurt Bressner speaks with members of MCGS
after his presentation at the May 2018 monthly
meeting.

April 2018 Presentation
Joyce Fletcher Menard, Historian of All Saints
Episcopal Church, Jensen Beach, and trained
volunteer genealogist with the DAR, gave a
presentation on “What Do You Know About the
Faith of your Immigrant Ancestors and their Faith
Journey to America?” Joyce forwarded the
following link to a website that should be a good
starting point for anyone interested in finding
Faith Roots:
http://www.genealogy.com/articles/research/00000700.
html

She also forwarded a pdf file of
RootsWeb’s Guide No. 17, Religious
Institutions Records, which is no longer
available from Roots Web. To request a
copy, email Karen Benson at:
kbenson258@aol.com.

Everyone should be reading Eastman’s
Online Genealogy Newsletter every day
It’s free and only takes a few minutes to
scan, but you’ll always know the latest
going on in the genealogy world.
You can find this newsletter at
blog.eogn.com.
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moving-out records; court; tax lists; examination
books; and more.

Check Out the Historic Vignettes Column
Every Wednesday in The Stuart News
By Karen Benson
MCGS President Shirley Pizziferri suggested we
include a note in the Journal about MCGS
Member Alice Luckhardt’s weekly history column.
Not being a Stuart News subscriber (I have since
signed up for it online) I was unaware of this
column and so began doing some research.
Wow! I can’t get enough and have since been
reading archived columns.
They provide
fascinating stories and pictures of Stuart and
Martin County history. The articles are well
crafted, thoroughly researched and beautifully
written. Alice Luckhardt and her husband, Greg,
a Stuart native, have been producing this awardwinning Historical Vignettes column for some
time. It appears in the Your News section which
is included every Wednesday in The Stuart
News and online on TCPalm.com.
The
wonderful Stuart Heritage museum states, “Step
back in time to learn about the unusual, the
forgotten and some of the fascinating people,
events and places from Martin County’s history.”
Check it out.
FamilySearch Adds 135 Million New Records
for Denmark, Finland, Sweden
By Dick Eastman
from Eastman’s Online Genealogy Newsletter
June 26, 2018

The following announcement was written by
FamilySearch:
FamilySearch announced today the availability of
its newest record collections—135.4 million free
digital historical records from Denmark, Finland,
and Sweden. These new collections were
digitized in partnership with MyHeritage and the
National Archives of Denmark and Finland and
can now be accessed at FamilySearch.
The freely searchable collections are comprised
of church records, including birth, marriage, and
death records, confirmations, moving-in and

“The new collections will provide a better research
experience,” said Whitney Peterson, FamilySearch
International
collections specialist. “Uniquely
identifying ancestors from these countries can be
difficult due to the frequency of common names [the
use of patronymics]. Before now, our vital indexes
have provided broad but incomplete coverage.
These new, complete collections will make it easier
to find and track your ancestors.” he new records
include the following:
Denmark
• 55.1 million new records added.
• Census records (1834-1930).
• Church records (1686–1941; record images
only)
• Land records of Denmark—deeds and
mortgages (record images only)
• Probate records—Denmark estate records
(1436–1964; record images only); Probate
indexes
(1674–1851).
Denmark
civil
marriages (1851–1961)
• Denmark,
Copenhagen civil marriages
(1739–1964; indexed 1877–1964)
Finland
• 33.4 million new records added.
• Finland church census and preconfirmation
books (1657–1915)
• Tax lists of Suomi-Henkikirjara (1819–1915).
Sweden
• 46.9 million new records added
• Sweden household
examination books
(1880–1920).
• Church
books
(Kyrkoböcker)
from
Kopparberg (1604–1860), Örebro (until
1860), and Östergötland (1555–1911).
For additional tips on researching records from
these countries, try these helpful free resources
from the FamilySearch Wiki:
Denmark Genealogy
Finland Genealogy
Sweden Genealogy
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MCGS Board of Directors - 2018
President
Vice-President
Treasurer
Asst. Treasurer
Secretary
Asst. Secretary
Director
Ex-Officio/Member-at-Large

Shirley Pizziferri
Lisa Tompson
Karen Peterson
P. J. Herdman
Kathy Teter
Sandy McDonnell
Jerry Stephenson
Donna Dubois

Committees:
Library
Membership
Welcome Committee
Sunshine Committee
Library Liaison
Library Acquisitions
Public Relations
Volunteer Coordinator
Hospitality Committee
Publicity Committee
Journal Editors
Website “Masters”
Calling Committee

Shirley Pizziferri
Jerry Stephenson
Jerry Stephenson
Jerry Stephenson
Shirley Pizziferri/Richard Riley
Kathy Teter
Mark Hier
Jerry Stephenson
Donna Dubois
Jean Gray
Karen Benson/Walter Bruetsch
Walter Bruetsch/Kathy Teter
Margaret Lachman/Mark Hier

.

Welcome New MCGS Members:
We hope you take the time to seek out our new
MCGS members the next time you are at a
monthly meeting or see them in the Genealogy
Room. Warm welcomes to:

Elizabeth Campbell of Palm City

Martin County Genealogical Society membership meetings are
held the third Friday of each month at 1 p.m. Guests are
welcome. There is a short business meeting preceding a
program.
[E-mail: mcgsfl@gmail.com]

We’re on the Web!
See us at:

http://mcgensociety.org

Joseh Klosek, Jr., of Hobe Sound
Julie Preast of Jensen Beach
Annual Membership Dues are $20 for
individuals and $30 for a family or
organization.
The Genealogy Journal is usually published
four times a year and distributed via e-mail in
March, June, September and December.
Suggestions and contributions are always welcomed.

