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“In all of
us there is
a hunger,
marrow
deep, to
know who
we are and
where we
came
from."

Hello Everyone,
Happy Fall to the members of the Martin County Genealogical Society. I
am currently in North Carolina, my home state, the leaves are just
beginning to turn. It is a special time with my husband and sister and her
husband.

7

8

The Board of Directors is working to prepare a new budget and a slate of
officers for the coming year. Some of the Board members will rotate off
the Board as their time to serve is coming to an end. Please notify Donna
DuBois, Nan Baker, Lisa Tompson, Karen Peterson, or Shirley Pizziferri, if
you would like to serve on the Board or a committee.
Our Vice President, Lisa Tompson has an excellent program scheduled for
October. “Remember the Ladies” by Pamela J. Cooper.
Pam is the retired librarian from the Genealogy Section of the Indian River
Library. She also speaks and teaches to many groups. Do not miss her
presentation.
Please check out our new Brochure, prepared by Nan Baker, it is in the
Genealogy Room and see the Posters that are being hung in the
Genealogy room and Library.
In January we will be having a DNA seminar on Saturday, January 27,
2018, from 10:00 A.M. until 3:30 P.M. It will be an exciting day and you
will be able to have your questions answered about DNA. When the
seminar is over you should have a better understanding of DNA.
Sincerely,

By Alex
Haley

Donna K. DuBois
Martin County Genealogical Society
.
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Calendar of Events for the Next Three Months
FIRST THURSDAY OF THE MONTH
And on Every Thursday of the Month.
5:45 PM to 7:45 PM in the Blake Library's
Genealogy Room, 2351 SE Monterey Road,
Stuart.
Members from MCGS will be available to
assist persons doing genealogical research.
There is no charge. Please contact MCGS if you
intend to be there, so MCGS can ensure that a
member will be present.
FIRST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH
ASSISTANCE - MCGS/DAR and regular assistance on Other Saturdays of the Month in the
PM, in the Blake Library’s Genealogy Room,
2351 SE Monterey Road, Stuart.
In the AM, members from MCGS and the
Daughters of the American Revolution – Halpatiokee Chapter will be available to assist the
public doing research about their ancestors:
those from any time era and those who were
American Revolutionary War patriots. Free.
Please contact MCGS if you intend to be there,
so MCGS can ensure that a member will be
present.

October 20, Friday, 1 to 3 PM
At the BLAKE LIBRARY, John F. and Rita M.
Armstrong Wing, 2351 SE Monterey Road, Stuart.
The program is "Remember the Ladies!" by Pamela
J. Cooper, a librarian, teacher, speaker, and
published author on genealogical research. Ms.
Cooper will provide valuable research techniques to
help us locate our female ancestors--half of our
lineal ancestors!
November 17, Friday, 1 to 3 PM
At the BLAKE LIBRARY, John F. and Rita M.
Armstrong Wing, 2351 SE Monterey Road, Stuart.
The program speaker is To Be Determined. This
meeting is the Official Annual Meeting with election
of incoming Board of Directors. Please be there.
December 15, Friday, 1 to 3 PM
At the BLAKE LIBRARY, John F. and Rita M.
Armstrong Wing, 2351 SE Monterey Road, Stuart.
This is our Holiday Social, featuring cookies and
other treats, and the Holiday Raffle. Please bring a
raffle gift ~$5-10, and join in the fun. This is a fundraising activity for the Society!

____________________________________

Board of Directors Meetings:
MEETINGS: 3rd Friday of the Month
(no meetings June, July and August)
Please go to MCGS’ website, mcgensociety .org,
and click on EVENTS, to find the latest info about
the program for a particular meeting.
Guests are most welcome to attend MCGS’
meetings, which are free, and light refreshments
will be available between the business meeting
and the program. Ages 12+.

MCGS Board of Directors meetings are usually held
on the 2nd Friday of each month. MCGS members
are welcome to attend; if you wish to do so, please
contact the President to confirm the location, date,
and time.
Do Not Miss DNA SEMINAR, Saturday, January
27, 2018, 10 AM to 3:30 PM, Blake Library
(See President’s Corner, page 1)
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MCGS Access to Newspapers.com Website
Martin County Genealogical Society members
can now access Newspapers.com. To research
your ancestors’ names in old newspapers using
this access, log in as follows:
Go to www.Newspapers.com
Click on “Sign-in” at top right corner
In Email box type in mcgsfl@gmail.com
In Password box type in family
This subscription was purchased under the
username of MCGenSocFL, costing $24.95 for
6 months, using a fold3 discount. It will
automatically renew. There was another more
expensive
option
that
had
additional
newspapers, but the additional issues were
more current (40’s and 50’s & up to 2017). If we
want to upgrade, we can do that upon renewal
or earlier.

New Books Ordered for Gen Room
By Shirley Pizziferri
The following books were ordered in September
for the Genealogy Room in the library:
Madison County, New York Soldiers in
the War of 1812
Muster Rolls of New York Provincial
Troops, 1755-1764
Revolutionary War Veterans, Chenango
County, New York, Volume I, A-B
American Prisoners of War held at
Dartmoor during the War of 1812

Call for Volunteers
MCGS has many opportunities for
members to become more active
and involved in the operation of your
Genealogy Society. The Calling
Tree and the Gen Room volunteers
can always use more hands, or
check the list of committees on page
8 or the Projects tab on the MCGS
website (mcgensociety.org/projects).
Just send an e-mail to
mcgsfl@gmail.com and let us know
which one(s) you would like to help.

Thank you!

Martin County Genealogical Society’s Genealogy Journal
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Meet My Cousins
By Jerry B. Stephenson
When my mother died in July 1984, I learned
from my second cousins in Minnesota that the
“family secret” could now be revealed. Although
my mother was never told this, she was adopted
as an infant!
That was the beginning of my genealogical
quest. Over the years, I learned I could not
obtain her “sealed” records of the adoption until
100 years after her birth. But, I learned to enjoy
the hunt. Since she was born March 21, 1916, I
waited (not too patiently) for 2016 to come.
When contacting the Minnesota Department of
Vital Records after March 21, 2016, I was told
adoption records for the year are only released
at the END of each year. What!? So, another
wait. In January 2017, I again attempted to
obtain the records of her biological parents.
After many calls, going between several
departments in St. Paul, MN, the birth certificate
was finally sent to me.
When the birth certificate arrived in the mail, that
afternoon and through the night of January 28,
2017, was spent with my eyes glued to my
computer monitor and my fingers busily typing
while I searched for anything and everything I
could find from the clues given me by the “new”
birth certificate for my mother: Birth mother’s
name & age; Birth father’s name and age;
Addresses of where each lived at that time;
Potential family using this new information
relating to my DNA results through
Ancestry.com; Names of potential parents and
siblings through census records; Searching for
clues with other family trees that might have
shown her birth and having been given away
within days of her birth.
My first success was through the DNA matching.
Ancestry.com gave me several people who
appeared to be 3rd to 4th cousin connections,
based on our matched results. So, I started
sending messages to these people. I found

nothing encouraging from my birth grandfather, but
had better responses on the maternal side.
By the end of February, I was communicating with
several cousins (to each other) who were trying to
determine the legitimacy of my revelations about
my mother. They, of course, never knew about
my mother, and her having been given away in
1916. To her dying day, their grandmother never
revealed anything about the existence of my
mother. But, they kept an open mind. After
viewing some photos of me on Facebook and
some photos I sent to them of my mother as a
young woman, their concerns softened, as they
saw a very strong family resemblance to their
grandmother (my mother’s biological mother).
Each email sent and received from these
“cousins” gave me goosebumps from awe and
excitement. They really appeared to be the
correct family.
Finally, I mailed a letter to my “new”
grandmother’s youngest child who was still alive
– born in 1936 (20 years after my mother’s birth).
Since he did not own a computer and was hard of
hearing, a phone call was out of the question. So,
I mailed my introduction. When he saw my
mother’s photos, he broke into tears. He said,
“She looks just like my mother.” Unbeknownst to
me, they encouraged their Uncle Clyde to send in
a DNA test kit to Ancestry. When the results
came back, it confirmed what they already knew.
We were a match – a 98% match! So, instead of
being mostly 75% English and 25% Norwegian,
as I had always believed, I learned I was 50%
German and about 33% Norwegian, with
smatterings of Native American, Asian and
“other.”
And, I come from a long line of
nonagenarians and centenarians. I learned my
mother was not an only child, but one of five
children of Doris Richter. Grandma Richter, as I
now called her, had not stayed with the man with
whom she bore my mother, but married about 18
months later to another man and had a wonderful
(Continued next page)
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(Meet My Cousins, continued from page 4)

marriage with four more children. Of those
step-siblings to my mother, each had four
children, giving me MANY new cousins.
By the end of May, I exchanged many emails
with several cousins with great anticipation of
our meeting one another this summer. Most of
them lived in the Duluth, MN, area, and my
summer home was only about 5 hours away.
So, a spouse of one of the cousins (now
deceased) decided to plan a “Cousins’ Party”
and include me as the guest of honor. It was
planned for the Fourth of July week and I was
invited to come for a week full of gatherings
and activities, culminating with a grand party
on July 8th.

in my head. family and lots of family stores in my
head. After a whirlwind visit, my husband and I
left filled with much gratitude and appreciation of
family ties. And, of how quickly they accepted me.
Lots of hugs, laughs and stories shared, family
“heirlooms” given to me, and promises of seeing
us again – soon.
Because of this long quest, I now have a
wonderfully expanded family. Over 80 family
members showed up for the “cousins’ party.” It
was like herding cats, but we got most of them
together for the photo below. I’m sitting in the
front row with my Uncle Clyde and his wife (age
81, still working as a heavy-equipment operator
and logger for a local construction company).
Unbelievable! Mind-boggling! Gratifying!

I was nervously excited, but drove to
Minnesota with piles of photos, genealogical
reports on my family and lots of family stories
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FROM THE BANKS OF THE RHINE
TO THE BANKS OF THE SHANNON

converted to Methodism under his influence by the
1700s.

By Mike Collins, Your Irish Heritage website
Extracted and edited by Karen Peterson

However, by those same late 1700s, many of their
lease agreements had expired - and the local
families were subject to untenable rent increases
(known at the time as "rent racking". This same
"rent racking" caused many of the Ulster Scots
families of the north of Ireland to head to the
Colonies of North America to try their luck at the
time. This factor, combined with weather-related
crop failures and cholera outbreaks - encouraged a
number of Palatine families to try their luck in the
newly-established lands and townships of North
America. However, many Palatine families stayed
in the area - and remain to this day.

The Rhineland Palatinate was found in the
southwest of Germany on the borders with
France. Over the course of the 17th century, a
population of German Protestant farmers and
winegrowers established themselves in the
area. However, it was a volatile area in which to
live by the early 18th century. The Roman
Catholic armies of France frequently used the
area as a battlefield, and felt justified in burning
the crops of these Protestant natives and
generally making their lives miserable. These,
combined with a series of bad harvests, led a
group of about 13,000 “Palatines” to head up the
River Rhine to Amsterdam, and seek refuge in
countries where they could freely practice their
Protestant faith and simple way of life.
About 3,000 of these refugees further travelled
to the colonies of New York and the Carolinas but the group also caught the attention of a
number of landlords in Ireland who were looking
to increase the population of Protestant settlers
on their land. And so, another 3,000 of the
refugees made their way to a number of Irish
estates across Counties Carlow, Tipperary,
Wexford, Kerry and Limerick in the early 1700s.
However, many of these Irish-settled Palatine
families did not settle at all - many decided that
the country was not for them - and within
months, the majority had returned to England
and Germany.
The most successful colony was that in County
Limerick. By 1720, the Palatines across Ireland
consisted of about 180 families, and over 100 of
these were in Limerick. Throughout the rest of
the 18th century, the families intermarried
among themselves and with other Protestant
settlers - establishing further settlements in the
area. John Wesley, the founder of Methodism,
visited the area many times - and many families

How about you - do you have any Irish Palatine
names in your family tree?
Altimes/Alton,
Armentrout/Armantrout/Ermentraudt,
Baker,
Barkman/Bartman, Barraban, Benner, Bickerin,
Bonus, Bovenizer, Bowen, Bower, Bredhour,
Brough, Cave, Cole, Cooke, Corneille, Cripps,
Cronsberry,
Delmege,
Doupe,
Drollinger/Dollinger/Trolinger/Trulinger/Drullinger,
Embury, Everett, Filme, Fitzelle, Folker, Grouse,
Guier, Hartwick, Heavenor, Heck, Haury, Hibler,
Hifle, Hoffman, Hoopf, Hoost, Laurence, Legear,
Lodwick/Ludwig, Lowe, Lower, Lowes, Mick, Miller,
Modler,
Neazor,
Piper,
Poff,
Richardt,
Rodenbecker,
Ruttle,
Rynard,
Ryner,
Schmidt/Smyth, Shallas, Sheafer, Shearman,
Shimmel, Shire/Shier, Shoemaker, Shoneweiss,
Shouldice,
Siebert,
Singer,
Smeltzer,
Sparlng/Sparling, Spingler, St. John, Steevell,
Steepe, Stork/Stark, Stroud, Switzer, Teskey,
Tettler/Detlor, Ushelbaugh, Young and Zigler.

Reminder
Official Annual Meeting
with election of
incoming Board of Directors
November Monthly Meeting
November 17, 2017
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From Family Search Wiki,
Tips on Writing an Effective
Message Board Query
By Karen Peterson
Keeping your query simple, specific and to the
point will increase the likelihood that someone
will read it, recognize similarities in their family,
and respond.
Search first.
Before you post a query, search the message
board to see if someone has already posted a
query. It may be more effective to respond to
someone else's query than to start your own on
a similar subject.
Create a succinct subject line
An effective subject line is essential! It will
determine whether someone reads your
message, or skips it. Briefly summarize your
query with who, where, when or any other
specific information. Some examples:
Byron Bird, d. 1910, San Francisco,
CA - need help finding probate
Hartrick family - Pullersdorf,
Germany to Adams County, Illinois
1854

"I can find the family in the 1850 census
in California, and the 1870 census in
Illinois, but have been unable to locate
them in 1860."
"My great grandmother's death
certificate gives her birthplace as
New York, but the 1900 census
shows Germany, and the 1910 says
New Jersey."
Summarize your purpose
Summarize your message by stating what you
hope to find. Are you trying to find all the living
descendants for a family reunion, or trying to
match a missing piece of heirloom china? Do you
want a photo of a headstone or help finding a
marriage license? Be specific but brief.
Include contact information
Be sure to include sufficient contact information
so that someone reading your message a day or
a year or ten years from now could contact you.
For safety reasons, do not provide your home
address or phone number. If the site you're using
required you to create a log-in and password to
post your message, keep a record of the site so
that you can go back and update your information
if you change internet services providers or e-mail
addresses.
Find a message board that meets your needs at
Cyndi’s List (www.cyndislist.com).

Civil War Service Records for
Nevada
"Need Help" or "Help Finding My Grandmother"
does not communicate who, where, when, or
any information that may lead you to an answer.
Provide details
In the body of the message, share what you DO
know and where you found it, or where you've
looked. Be as brief as possible. For example:

Sorry for the lateness of this edition of MCGS Genealogy
Journal. The editor had “technical difficulties.”
On another note, I hope you enjoyed Jerry Stephenson’s
article (pp 4-5) about discovering her biological
maternal grandmother and all those new cousins as
much as I did. I hope other MCGS members have similar
stories they would like to share in future issues of
Genealogy Journal. If so, please email them to Journal
Editor Karen Benson at kbenson258@aol.com.

Martin County Genealogical Society’s Genealogy Journal
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Martin County Genealogical Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 275
Stuart, FL 34995
WEB ADDRESS:
http://mcgensociety.org

MCGS Board of Directors - 2017
President
Vice-President
Treasurer
Asst. Treasurer
Secretary

Donna DuBois
Lisa Tompson
Karen Peterson
Nan Baker
Shirley Pizziferri

Committees:
Library
Membership
Welcome Committee
Sunshine Committee
Library Liaison
Library Acquisitions
Public Relations
Volunteer Coordinator
Hospitality Committee
Journal Editors
Website “Masters”
Calling Tree

Shirley Pizziferri
Jean Gray
Jean Gray
Jerry Stephenson
Shirley Pizziferri/Richard Riley
Shirley Pizziferri
Walter Bruetsch
Jean Gray
Lynne Jensen
Karen Benson/Walter Bruetsch
Walter Bruetsch/Kathy Teter
OPEN

Martin County Genealogical Society membership meetings are
held the third Friday of each month at 1 p.m. Guests are
welcome. There is a short business meeting preceding a
program.
[E-mail: mcgsfl@gmail.com]

We’re on the Web!

.

Welcome New MCGS Members:

We hope you take the time
to seek out our newest
MCGS members the next
time you are at a monthly
meeting or see them in the
Genealogy Room.
Annual Membership Dues are $20 for
individuals and $25 for a family or
organization.
The Genealogy Journal is usually published
four times a year and distributed via e-mail in
March, June, September and December.

See us at:

http://mcgensociety.org

Suggestions and contributions are always welcomed.

