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via Minn. Gen.
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Feb. 2017

Hello Members and Guests of the Martin County Genealogical Society. We are
off to a good year and we have had some great programs so far, such as Lisa
Tompson’s presentation at our January meeting, “What is an AHNENTAFEL,
Another Way to Manage and Store Family
History,” and Walt Bruetsch’s presentation at our
February meeting, “DNA and Genealogy.” (See
Walt’s article, page 5.) We plan to have additional
programs to help you in your search for
knowledge. We are grateful to our Vice President,
Lisa Tompson, for seeking out good programs.
Good news! The Blake Library is now open Sunday from 10:00-5:30 and MCGS
volunteers, Kathy Teter, 1:00-3:00, and Donna DuBois, 3:00-5:00, will be
available in the Genealogy Room to assist you. For the rest of the wee, Monday,
Nan Baker, 10:00-12:00, Edith Stocks, 12:00-2:00, Diane Dorgan, 2:00-4:00, and
Donna DuBois, 5:45-7:45; Tuesday, Colleen Kimball, 10:00-12:00, Joyce Menard,
12:00-2:00, and Walter Bruetsch, 2:00-4:00; Wednesday, Pat Harter, 10:0012:00, Shirley Pizziferri, 12:00-2:00, and Lynne Jensen, 2:00-4:00; Thursday, Beth
Bauer, 10:00-12:00, Lisa Tompson, 12;00-2:00, Karen Peterson, 2:00-4:00, Jean
Gray, first Thursday of the month, 5:45-7:45 and other Thursdays, Donna
DuBois, 5:45-7:45. On Friday, a substitute is there from 10:00-12:00, then Jerry
Bloom, 12:00-2:00, and another substitute from 2:00-4:00. (Substitute
volunteers are listed on the Bulletin Board in the Gen Room.) First Saturday,
DAR assistance from 10:00-12:00; 2nd, 3rd and 4th Saturdays, Jean Gray 1:303:30. We greatly appreciate all our volunteers who generously give us their
valuable time.
We encourage you to send the name of any books that you would like us to
purchase for the Gen Room to Shirley Pizziferri, our Library Chairman. It is
especially important that between now and the end of August we purchase
books, as the Library has agreed to give us $1,500, plus we have an allotment in
our own budget for books. Please take a moment to let Shirley know, and if you
are unable to reach Shirley at gypsygal2009@gmail.com, please feel free to
e-mail me at dkdubois@comcast.net. We want to add to our holdings of books.
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Calendar of Events for the Next Three Months
FIRST THURSDAY OF THE MONTH
And on Every Thursday of the Month.

April 21, Friday, 1 to 3 PM

5:45 PM to 7:45 PM in the Blake Library's
Genealogy Room, 2351 SE Monterey Road,
Stuart.

At the BLAKE LIBRARY, John F. and Rita M.
Armstrong Wing, 2351 SE Monterey Road,
Stuart.

Members from MCGS will be available to
assist persons doing genealogical research.
There is no charge. Please contact MCGS if you
intend to be there, so MCGS can ensure that a
member will be present.

The program is "A Treasure We Call Home,”
by Rick Crary. A true native son, Rick’s family
has played a major part in Florida history.
Rick will share stories of local history that
have been overlooked on the Treasure Coast
for the past 500 years! Do not miss it.

FIRST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH
ASSISTANCE - MCGS/DAR and regular assistance on Other Saturdays of the Month in the
PM, in the Blake Library’s Genealogy Room,
2351 SE Monterey Road, Stuart.
In the AM, members from MCGS and the
Daughters of the American Revolution – Halpatiokee Chapter will be available to assist the
public doing research about their ancestors:
those from any time era and those who were
American Revolutionary War patriots. Free.
Please contact MCGS if you intend to be there,
so MCGS can ensure that a member will be
present.

May 19, Friday, 1 to 3 PM
At the BLAKE LIBRARY, John F. and Rita M.
Armstrong Wing, 2351 SE Monterey Road,
Stuart.

The program is “Rarely Used Records of
Skilled Workers,” by Pamela J. Cooper.
These records which provide clues to who are
ancestors were and how they lived, are often
overlooked. Pam will explain how to find and
use them. She will also give us an outline on
how to prepare for a day of research at the
library.

_____________________________________
MEETINGS: 3rd Friday of the Month
(excluding June, July, and August)
Please go to MCGS’ website, mcgensociety.org,
and click on EVENTS, to find the latest info about
the program for a particular meeting.
Guests are most welcome to attend MCGS’
meetings, which are free, and light refreshments
will be available between the business meeting
and the program. Ages 12+.

Board of Directors Meetings:
MCGS Board of Directors meetings are usually
held on the 2nd Thursday of each month. MCGS
members are welcome to attend; if you wish to do
so, please contact the President to confirm the
location, date, and time.
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on "Seen Elsewhere: Articles on New York
Genealogy.”

An Invitation from Author and MCGS
Member, Alice Luckhardt

Book Review
By Shirley Pizziferri
Stranger in My Genes, by Bill Griffeth is a book
you will want to read. Bill Griffeth, an announcer
on the TV show "Closing Bell," on CNBC, has
been an avid genealogist for years but finds out
from a DNA test that the man he thinks is his father
is not his biological father. The book is published
by NEGHS and is downloadable as well as for sale
in hard cover. I suggest you go to the NEHGS
website, AmericanAncestors.org, and search for
it. Hope you enjoy reading it as much as I did.
A Genealogy Room Periodical Tidbit
The Fall 2016 issue of "American Ancestors" is
available in the Gen. Room. It concentrates on
Irish research and has some excellent tips for you
Irish descendants. Also, for the New Yorkers,
don't forget to look at Editor Henry Hoff's column

Alice helped in the research and writings for the
genealogical site 'FamilyTree.com' back in 2010,
and has continued over the years doing their
nearly daily genealogical blogs (along now with a
couple other writers) plus, some of the Facebook
entries.
Blogs:
Family Tree Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/Familytree.com/
Family Tree Site
https://www.familytree.com/
Genealogy Blogs
https://www.familytree.com/blog/
Some Blog Topics:
Notorious Ancestors
Baby Names
Marriage Records
WW One Draft Registration Cards
Asking Relatives Questions
Funeral Traditions
Veterans’ Records
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Do You Have a Defective Ancestor?
Extracted from Amy Johnson Crow’s blog
By Karen Peterson
The 1880 Special Schedule of Defective,
Dependent, and Delinquent Classes
Besides the “regular” population schedule that
we usually use in the census, some years have
other schedules. In 1880, the Special Schedule
of Defective, Dependent, and Delinquent
Classes (sometimes called the DDD Schedule)
gave further information about people in seven
different categories:
Insane: The schedule lists the “form” of the
person’s insanity (melancholia, mania, epilepsy,
etc.), history of “attacks,” if they need to be under
lock and key, type of restraints (if any), and
history of institutionalization.
Epilepsy was
considered a form of insanity, as was postpartum
depression. Where today we would recognize the
problems that Civil War veterans had as PTSD,
back then they were simply “insane.”
Idiots: An idiot for this schedule was defined as
“a person the development of whose mental
faculties was arrested in infancy or childhood
before coming to maturity.” Questions included
if the person was self-supporting, age at which
idiocy occurred, supposed cause of idiocy, size
of head, training school history, and other
disabilities the person had.
Deaf-mutes: Enumerators were tasked with not
listing those who were only deaf or hard-ofhearing or those who were only mute. “A deafmute is one who cannot speak, because he
cannot hear sufficiently well to learn to speak.”
Information includes if he or she was selfsupporting, age that deafness occurred,
supposed cause of deafness, etc.
Blind: The semi-blind could be included, but not
those who could see well enough to read.
Homeless Children: This is a bit of a
misleading category. Rather than for homeless

children, it was for children in institutions (children’s
homes, poorhouses, etc.) Information includes
their residence when not in the home, if the father
and/or mother were deceased, if the child was
abandoned, if the parents had surrendered control
to the institution, if they were born in the institution,
year admitted, if the child was separated from
his/her mother, the child’s criminal history, and
disabilities.
Inhabitants in Prison: This section gives
information about the prisoner’s residence, type
of prisoner, why they are in prison (awaiting trial,
serving a term, etc.), date of incarceration, alleged
offense, sentence, and if the prisoner was at hard
labor.
Paupers and Indigent: Similar to the Homeless
Children section, this part of the schedule was for
those who were “in institutions, poor-houses or
asylums, or boarded at public expense in private
houses.” Information includes residence “when at
home,” how he or she was supported; if the
person was able-bodied, habitually intemperate,
epileptic, or a convicted criminal; disabilities; year
admitted; and other family members in the
institution (spouse, parents, children, and
siblings). There was also a section at the end
about the institution itself.

How to Tell If Your Ancestor Is Included
in This Schedule
Is he or she living in an institution, such as a
county home, infirmary, or jail? If your ancestor
wasn’t living in an institution in 1880, take a close
look at their census listing. Look in the section
labeled “Health,” and see if anything is checked
in the columns for blind, “deaf and dumb,” idiotic,
or insane. If something is checked, that person
should be on the appropriate part of the 1880
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DDD. You can make sure that you’re looking
at the right person by comparing the household
and family number on the population schedule
with the household and family number listed on
the DDD schedule; they should match.
Finding These Records
Although the 1880 DDD schedule was part of
the Federal census, not all of the states turned
over their copies to the National Archives.
Those states that are available are on Ancestry
in the collection “U.S. Federal Census – 1880
Schedules of Defective, Dependent, and
Delinquent Classes”, or on Familysearch.org.
(search the catalog using “defective” or
“nonpopulation” as part of the title). Some
states still have their copy in their state
archives or state library.

Call for Volunteers
If you would like to be added to the list
of substitute volunteers to assist our
patrons in the Gen Room,
and/or
If you would like to help with the
MCGS calling tree,

DNA and Genealogy, a Review
By Walt Bruetsch
On February 17th, at MCGS’ monthly meeting, I
gave my “DNA and Genealogy” presentation. If
you missed it, the main items are covered in the
MCGS’ Genealogy Journal of September, 2015.
Go to our website: mcgensociety.org and select
the JOURNAL tab on the navigation bar.
In addition, check online tutorials such as
Ancestry Academy. It is under the EXTRAS
heading on Ancestry.com’s navigation bar.
An enjoyable feature of the Feb. 17th presentation
was the group discussion we had where various
people shared their DNA experience. About half
of the attendees have had their DNA tested.
I related my experience of a few years ago, where
I helped a gentleman with an adoption in his
lineage find his biological family using Y-DNA
results. We went to ysearch.org, inputted his data
and found a match with a family from New
England and the area south of Boston. We found
about five e-mail contacts, and departed with the
task of sending a message to each contact. He
reported back to me a few days later that replies
had been received and he was planning a
summer trip to meet his new cousins.
Many in the audience shared a similar experience
of receiving a response to a DNA inquiry. We all
agreed that if you get a DNA test, you are strongly
encouraged to respond to any inquiries, i.e.
matching results. That’s where the satisfaction
comes from when you take a DNA test.

then
please let us know via e-mail to
mcgsfl@gmail.com.

Thank you!

Let’s close with the same paragraph as in
September, 2015. MCGS has a DNA Special
Interest Group (SIG). And there are a few books
about DNA testing in the Genealogy Room of the
Blake Library.
Just send us an e-mail
(mcgsfl@gmail.com) if you have questions and/or
want to talk about DNA testing.
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Building Context for Our Farming
Ancestors
Posted on July 28, 2016 by Amy Johnson Crow
(Edited by Karen Peterson)

there’s a story there!) Beyond the will, take a look at
the estate inventory and the sale bill. They give you
a list of what the person owned — what a great way
to get some context!
Agricultural and Industrial Schedules

How many times have you heard (or said), “My
ancestors were plain ol’ farmers”? Or “My
ancestors were pretty boring.” Plain, boring
ancestors aren’t the result of their personality; it’s
from our lack of
building context
for them. Most
ancestors didn’t
leave diaries for
us to read, but
there are still
ways we can
learn about the
lives they led.
Here are some sources to explore to build
context for farming ancestors.
Land and Tax Records
Land and tax records have tons of clues for our
genealogy research. It’s easy to get lost in the
details of the names and locations. Take a step
back and look at the bigger picture. How often
were they buying and selling land? How old was
he when he first bought land? How much did he
pay? (I like to use a historic currency converter
like Wolfram Alpha to understand how much that
would be in today’s dollars.) Take a look at
mortgage records. Was he putting up his house
and/or his crop each year? All of these things
give insight into his economic standing.
Probate Records
Probate records are goldmines of context.
Sometimes you will see bits of personality
coming through. (Like in the will of a relative of
mine, which said that anyone who contests the
will would be cut out and receive nothing. I bet

In the 1850-1880 federal censuses, there were
agricultural and industrial schedules taken at the
same time as the “regular” population schedules
that we typically use. The agricultural schedules
show what they were raising (both crops and
livestock) and in what quantity. Similarly, the
industrial schedules tell about the products that
people made. Do not skip these when looking at
your farming ancestors. Many farmers had sideline
businesses, such as mills and tanneries. These
schedules tell about them.
Newspapers
Want to know about life when and where your
ancestor lived? Read the newspaper. Don’t stop
with the obits and the marriage notices. Read the
news. What were the crop prices doing? How were
farmers getting their crops and livestock to market?
A feature that some newspapers started carrying in
the late 1800s was the weekly crop report, taken
from either state or national weather bureaus. They
give an excellent look into what our farmers were
dealing with. In this 1904 crop report, we learn that
the weather has been colder than normal and that
crops are behind:
“On account of the backward season, feed
is becoming scarce, pastures not having
attained seasonable growth. Reports
indicate that clover has suffered materially
on account of severe weather, many fields
being winter-killed. The loss among young
pigs has been considerable, owing to the
cold, frosty nights.”
If your ancestors were farmers in Illinois in 1904,
that bit of information gives you a glimpse into what
they were living through.
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Thoughts On Using Facebook in
Genealogy
By Karen Benson
About 6 years ago, I opened a Facebook
account, then only accessed it about once every
6 months. About 3 years ago, I started looking at
it more often—say, once a month. I’d accept
various “friend requests,” but did not pay too
much attention after that. When I started getting
friend requests from long lost friends or
classmates, I started getting on Facebook more
often. Sometime last summer, my high school
classmates started discussing a 50th reunion for
this year. Needless to say, I have spent a lot
more time on Facebook since then. I have
discovered there is an abundance of groups and
sites on Facebook pertaining to Genealogy. I did
a broad search on the word “genealogy” and
came up with a list of Facebook “Groups” which
begins as follows:
Genealogy Do-Over – 13,393 members –
“the educational initiative where you do get to
go home again…and start over with your
genealogy research.” (I am a member of this
group which is probably why it showed up first.
It is a good resource for organizational tips.
Recent question about types of file folders to
use resulted in: “OK-everyone convinced me
NOT to go the folder route where three sides
are closed-thank you!!”
The discussion
generated over 85 comments, many
containing recommendations of brand, style,
color, etc., and vendors with the best deals. I
have seen similar posts involving best sources
of archival materials.)
Genealogy! Just ask! – 20,741 members
Polish Genealogy – 11,263 members
Jewish Genealogy Portal – 19,347
members
Hellenic Genealogy Geek (sic) – 11,087
members
German Genealogy – 18,320 members
Azores Genealogy – 3,766 members

South Australia Genealogy – 2,012
members
The Shankill Genealogy – 4,122 members
(“based around the families and people who
lived in and around the Shankill area of
Belfast”)
Newfoundlanders and Genealogy – 5,509
members
Dutch Genealogy – 3,444 members
Genealogy Chit-Chat – 5,940 members
Czech Genealogy – 2,954 members
Finnish Genealogy – 7,851 members
Pennsylvania Genealogy Network – 7,746
members
South African Genealogy – 6,143
members
Nova Scotia Genealogy – 6,473 members
Gippsland Genealogy – 612 members
(“…all about Genealogy of those who lived or
still live in or has had someone in their family
who has lived in Gippsland. More than happy
to provide what ever information we have on a
huge database of those who helped make
Gippsland, the great place it is today.” [sic])
While researching this topic, I searched on
Google for “list of facebook genealogy sites.”
Second result was from a website with URL
https://socialmediagenealogy.com/genealogyon-facebook-list/ by Katherine R. Willson,
Professional Genealogist, Speaker, Educator,
Artist, with a heading “Genealogy on Facebook
List” which states:
Download the 308 page PDF file
containing 10,600+ links (updated in
February 2017) to English-speaking
Facebook groups & pages related to
genealogy & history here: “Genealogy
on Facebook” List. To be notified each
time the list is updated, please “like” my
professional
Facebook
page
at www.facebook.com/SocialMediaGene
alogy.org.
So, the next time you are stuck at the proverbial
“brick wall,” you might try a go at Facebook.
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MCGS Board of Directors - 2017
President
Vice-President
Treasurer
Asst. Treasurer
Secretary

Donna DuBois
Lisa Tompson
Karen Peterson
Nan Baker
Shirley Pizziferri

Committees:
Library
Membership
Welcome Committee
Sunshine Committee
Library Liaison
Library Acquisitions
Public Relations
Volunteer Coordinator
Hospitality Committee
Journal Editors
Website “Masters”
Calling Tree

Shirley Pizziferri
Jean Gray
Jean Gray
Jerry Stephenson
Shirley Pizziferri/Richard Riley
Shirley Pizziferri
Walter Bruetsch
Jean Gray
Lynne Jensen
Karen Benson/Walter Bruetsch
Walter Bruetsch/Kathy Teter
OPEN

Martin County Genealogical Society membership meetings are
held the third Friday of each month at 1 p.m. Guests are
welcome. There is a short business meeting preceding a
program.
[E-mail: mcgsfl@gmail.com]

We’re on the Web!

Welcome New MCGS Members:
We hope you take the time to seek out our
newest MCGS members the next time you
are at a monthly meeting or see them in the
Genealogy Room. Warm welcomes to:
Sedighett Ahmadi
Merry Bering
Linda Clobes
Ann Dean

Colleen Hanson
P. J. Herdman
Meagan Mahoney
Gary Sanner

Annual Membership Dues are $20 for
individuals and $25 for a family or
organization.
The Genealogy Journal is usually published
four times a year and distributed via e-mail in
March, June, September and December.

See us at:

http://mcgensociety.org

Suggestions and contributions are always welcomed.

