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A Quote
“You ought to
be thankful, a
whole heaping
lot, for the
places and
people you’re
lucky you’re
not

By Theodore
Seuss Geisel
(a/k/a Dr. Seuss)

Hello Everyone,
Summer is a wonderful time when the pace of school functions, and
sporting functions have slowed down. It is a time to start your family
research.
For many, you will be able to discover things you never knew about your
family. It is fun to take the journey and time to learn along the way about
your family and your country. Our country is a nation of immigrants,
many who came to this country to seek a fortune, many to escape
persecution from religion or from country. Whatever the reason, they left
family behind to start anew, with a determination to make life better for
themselves and for their families. They came here to seek a new country
and to make it their country and to adopt it values and ideas.
We will have volunteers here all summer to help you discover the path of
your ancestors.
For me, this summer, I will be testing the new MacKiev Version of Family
Tree Maker. I just received the test program and will be working on it,
and responding to Ancestry about my response to the program. Last
week I received an email from Ancestry about the new version and they
said that they were 98.2% ready. This is the last step.
At the June 16th meeting we had an exciting program of “Lost and
Found,” by MCGS members, Karen Peterson and Nan Baker. I hope all our
members experience lots of “Found” discoveries this summer.

Happy Researching,
Donna DuBois
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Calendar of Events for the
Next Three Months
FIRST THURSDAY OF THE MONTH
And on Every Thursday of the Month.
5:45 PM to 7:45 PM in the Blake Library's
Genealogy Room, 2351 SE Monterey Road,
Stuart.
Members from MCGS will be available to
assist persons doing genealogical research.
There is no charge. Please contact MCGS if you
intend to be there, so MCGS can ensure that a
member will be present.
FIRST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH
ASSISTANCE - MCGS/DAR and regular assistance on Other Saturdays of the Month in the
PM, in the Blake Library’s Genealogy Room,
2351 SE Monterey Road, Stuart.
In the AM, members from MCGS and the
Daughters of the American Revolution – Halpatiokee Chapter will be available to assist the
public doing research about their ancestors:
those from any time era and those who were
American Revolutionary War patriots. Free.
Please contact MCGS if you intend to be there,
so MCGS can ensure that a member will be
present.

MEETINGS: 3rd Friday of the Month
(no meetings July and August 2017)
Please go to MCGS’ website, mcgensociety .org,
and click on EVENTS, to find the latest info about
the program for a particular meeting.
Guests are most welcome to attend MCGS’
meetings, which are free, and light refreshments
will be available between the business meeting
and the program. Ages 12+.

Other Events:
July 20, Thursday, 3 to 4 PM
Webinar: Boston Historic Catholic Records Online

AmericanAncestors.Org
Free and Open to the Public
Presented by Jean Maguire, Library Director
New England Historic Genealogical Society
Are you researching Catholic ancestors from
Massachusetts or elsewhere in New England?
Have you heard about the Historic Catholic
Records Online project? NEHGS is digitizing and
making available the sacramental records of the
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Boston from 1789
through 1900. These records, from more than 150
parishes, include baptisms, marriages, deaths,
and other events in the lives of Roman Catholics in
Massachusetts and beyond. They will discuss the
history of Catholics in New England, what can be
found in the records, the process of making them
available online, and how to view and search them
on AmericanAncestors.org. (See Editor’s note on
bottom of page 4 for more information on joining
the NEHGS website which you need to do before
you can register for this Webinar.)
August 30-September 2
Federation of Genealogical Societies 2017
Conference, The David L. Lawrence Convention
Center, Downtown Pittsburgh, PA. Sessions with
a wide variety of topics from many of the nation’s
top family history experts. Sessions are aimed at
strengthening your research skills no matter what
your level or area of expertise might be. Go to
www.fgsconference.org for more information

Board of Directors Meetings:
MCGS Board of Directors meetings are usually
held on the 2nd Friday of each month. MCGS
members are welcome to attend; if you wish to do
so, please contact the President to confirm the
location, date, and time.
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you were Swiss? Filed in “Immigration and
Emigration”
Early Immigrants and Descendants from
Germany and Switzerland to Eastern Pennsylvania.
This may be the answer to your Pennsylvania brick
wall. Filed in “Immigration and Emigration”
Scotch-Irish Pioneers in Ulster and America
by Charles K. Bolton: a “Classic” reference work for
Scots-Irish on eastern seaboard. Filed in “UKScotland”
Directory of Scots in the Carolinas by David
Dobson. A “classic” comprehensive source for
finding your Scottish ancestors in the Carolinas.
Filed in “UK-Scotland”
Scots On the Chesapeake, 1608-1776 by
David Dobson, another “classic.” Because of the
dates, filed in “Colonial”
Frozen in Time, an Early Carte de Visite
Album from New Bedford, Massachusetts by Susan
Snow Lukesh. A finite subject and location, but
beautifully done historical item.
Filed in
“Massachusetts”

New in the Library
By Shirley Pizziferri
The following have been purchased through a $1,500
grant from the Martin County Library System:
Maine Families in 1790, Vols. 4-11: We already
had vols. 1-3. These are 3-generation sketches of
families that were in Maine in the 1790 census.
Excellently sourced.
The Family Tree Guide to DNA and Genetic
Genealogy by Family Tree Maker; “Hot topic!” Filed
with “How-To” books, stack #15.
Forensic Genealogy by Colleen Fitzpatrick &
Andrew Yesier: Filed with “How-to” books, stack #15
Swiss Surnames: A Complete Register (German
Edition) by Emil Meier: list of names. Filed in “Europe”
section.
The Swiss Immigration Book by Cornelia
Schrader-Muggenthaler: Filed in “Europe” section.
List of Swiss Emigrants in the Eighteenth
Century from Switzerland to America by Albert
Bernhardt Faust. Zurich, 1734-1744. Did you know

Also, purchased from our Martin County
Genealogical Society budget for 2017:
Western Massachusetts Families of 1790 by
Helen S. Ullmann, Vol. 3. Three-generation sketches
of families of western part of the state in the 1790
Census. Filed in “Massachusetts”
Historical Sketches of Dover, N. H. from 1812
[War of], a small pamphlet, filed in “New
Hampshire”
Others, not yet cataloged.
Many other books have recently been donated, but
not yet cataloged.
The Martin County Library System has begun a
process of scanning the barcodes of each book in
our Genealogy Room, stack by stack. Once a book
has been scanned, the Library Catalog entry will
indicate in which stack the book is located. This
means two things. One, we will try not to move
books from one stack to another, and two, it should
be easier to find a book. If you are looking for a book
on a particular subject or location, please look it up
in the online catalog and that will give you its
Duodecimal number and its stack location. (Shelf
location on bottom left of search results section.)
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Organizing Your Family History
for your Family
Or
Do It NOW Before It's Too Late
From Shirley Pizziferri’s presentation at MCGS monthly
meeting, March 17, 2017.

Something to think
about:
What will
happen to your
research after you
are gone?
Reorganize
Reorganize
your
files as simply as
possible.
Spread
them out on a table
and sort them into groups. It is helpful to color code—
you have eight great grandparents, use eight colors.
Then put them into 3-ring binders (the major tool in
organizing) as follows:
1. The Pedigree Chart goes in the front.
2. Then a tab for each family with accompanying
Family Group chart and any documents
(placed in plastic sleeves), such as:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Birth certificates.
Marriage certificates.
Death certificates.
Copies of articles from books. Make
sure you also copy the title page of the
book, and the page your ancestor is on.

3. In the back of the binder, place pictures in
sleeves. Before you put a picture in a sleeve,
write identifying information on the back.
Other mementos also go into plastic sleeves
and placed in the back of the binder.
Preserve and Share –
1. Pass the completed binders on to your
children.
2. Turn 3-ring binders into spiral bound books.
Staples will do it for you.
3. Donate your 3-ring binder to the Gen Room.
(See the hanging files in the Gen Room.)

4. Enter information into computer if you have not
already done so. Back it up on thumb drives
(which have replaced CDs) and/or save it to
the cloud. Use a genealogy program, such as
Ancestry.com, Family Tree, My Heritage,
Roots Magic, Legacy, Brother’s Keeper.
Create text files. Be encouraged to write stories and
bibliographical sketches about your ancestors. Go to
the New England Historic Genealogical Society
website (www.americanancestors.org) for a registered
format to use and for sample stories. “My father was
born _____ (date), in _____ (location). My mother was
born ______ (date), in ______ (location).”
Get what you know onto paper. That is the most
important thing! You’re not going to live forever.
Start with one book or a couple or four books for four
grandparents, or a separate book for each family.
Using the above steps, get them into 3-ring binders.
The last step—putting the information into the
computer--it has to be done! Put it online and a lot of
people will see it and contact you or your children.
That way, the information will not be thrown away.
You spent a lifetime doing this research and you don’t
want it to be thrown away.
If you would like more information, Shirley can often
be found in our Genealogy Room and is always willing
to assist MCGS members.
Editor’s note:
The New England Historic
Genealogical Society referred to in Shirley Pizziferri’s
presentation is a wonderful resource. NEHGS is one
of the online subscription websites available on
computer in the Genealogy Room, and it comes with
all the NEHGS benefits. However, you may join for
free at the lowest level of membership as a “Guest”
member at www.americanancestors.org, using only
your e-mail address and a password. This level of
membership does not have all the benefits as the
MCGS subscription copy, but it does allow you to
register for the free webinar listed on page 2 of this
Journal (“Boston Historic Catholic Records Online,”
July 20), as well as archived free webinars such as
“Choosing a DNA Test for Family History Research,”
“Resources for Pennsylvania Genealogy, “A Guide to
Connecticut Resources,” and many more.
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Using Timelines
By Karen Peterson
We have ancestor charts and family group
sheets from the software that we use, but they
tend to hide many of the details of a person's
life. For a different view of an ancestor, create
a timeline to plot out the events of an ancestor’s
life. You can use a spreadsheet, like Excel, a
word processing document, or special timeline
software or websites. Whichever tool you
choose, creating an ancestor timeline will
enliven the dash between your ancestor’s birth
and death dates. If you have a tree on Ancestry
or FamilySearch, they provide a time line of
events in your ancestor’s life for you. Use that
to look for gaps in your research.

Summarize

a

person’s

See why I think timelines are awesome! I think
they are one of the most effective tools we have
for spotting gaps in our research and sparking
ideas for more things to look for.
Take one of the people you are working on and
create a timeline for him or her. Make it as specific
as you can and add as many points as you can.
Then, take a look at what you have and
brainstorm about things you should be looking for.
_______________________________________

Some reasons to create a timeline:
1.

In addition to the birth, marriage, and death, add
every event that you have for that ancestor,
including his residences, occupations, births and
deaths of parents and children, newspaper items,
education, military data, immigration and travel,
burial, etc. Much of this detail would have be lost
on a family group sheet.

life;

Jerry Stephenson
New MCGS Volunteer Coodinator

2.
3.
4.
5.

6.
7.
8.

Focus on further research needed;
Demonstrate problems, i.e. a 5-year
old giving birth;
Aid in evaluating the quality of another
researcher’s work;
Divide an ancestor’s life into workable
parts, i.e. childhood, marriage, old
age;
Demonstrate how lives interconnect;
Discover discrepancies and inconsistencies; and
Eliminate possibilities when two or
more individuals with the same name
live in an area at the same time.

There are two keys to effective timelines:
1. Add as many points as possible.
2. Make the points as specific as possible.

Jerry Stephenson has stepped up to take over the
job of Genealogy Room Volunteer Coordinator (in
addition to Welcome Committee and Membership
assistant duties). If you would like to become a
volunteer (or even a substitute volunteer) for the
Genealogy Room, please contact Jerry by email
at JerryBloomStephenson@gmail.com. Thank
you, Jerry!

Call for Volunteers
The Membership and Publicity
Committees need volunteers. This is a
great opportunity to support the MCGS.
Please let the Board know of your
interest via
email to mcgsfl@gmail.com.

Thank you!
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MCGS Board of Directors - 2017
President
Vice-President
Treasurer
Asst. Treasurer
Secretary

Donna DuBois
Lisa Tompson
Karen Peterson
Nan Baker
Shirley Pizziferri

Committees:
Library
Membership
Welcome Committee
Sunshine Committee
Library Liaison
Library Acquisitions
Public Relations
Volunteer Coordinator
Hospitality Committee
Journal Editors
Website “Masters”
Calling Tree

Shirley Pizziferri
Jerry Stephenson
Jerry Stephenson
Shirley Pizziferri/Richard Riley
Shirley Pizziferri
Walter Bruetsch
Jerry Stephenson
Lynne Jensen
Karen Benson/Walter Bruetsch
Walter Bruetsch/Kathy Teter
OPEN

Martin County Genealogical Society membership meetings are
held the third Friday of each month at 1 p.m. Guests are
welcome. There is a short business meeting preceding a
program.
[E-mail: mcgsfl@gmail.com]

We’re on the Web!

Welcome New MCGS Members:
We hope you take the time to seek out our
newest MCGS members the next time you
are at a monthly meeting or see them in the
Genealogy Room. Warm welcomes to:
Janice Greist
Nancy Lamson
Betty Fahey Nicoulin
Tim Nicoulin

Allan Oswald
Roberta K. Oswald
Sandy K. Simpson
Bob Simpson

Annual Membership Dues are $20 for
individuals and $25 for a family or
organization.
The Genealogy Journal is usually published
four times a year and distributed via e-mail in
March, June, September and December.

See us at:

http://mcgensociety.org

Suggestions and contributions are always welcomed.

