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A Quote

“There is no
king who has
not had a
slave among
his
ancestors,
and no slave
who has not
had a king
among his.”
Helen Keller

I want to thank you all for allowing me to be your President this last year, but most of all I
want to thank the rest of my team (the Board) for their support this last year. They are great
and have done many things for your society, it is their help and work that has been there all
year.
We will miss Nan Baker on the Board. Due to other obligations, she has decided to
resign. Nan has served not only as Assistant Treasurer, but has helped Lynne Jensen with
hospitality. Nan also created the new flyer for the Martin County Genealogical Society. Nan
will be greatly missed, and we thank you, Nan, for all you have done. Lynne Jensen has
served as Hospitality Chairman for all the meetings, but is stepping down. Please thank her
for all she does and don’t forget to sign up to bring refreshments. Lynne, you have done so
much and we all thank you for making this so special for all of us. (Don’t forget to contribute to
the hospitality basket, and thanks to all who have.) For the next four months Bob and Shirley
Bishop will handle the hospitality table. Please volunteer if you would like to help. Shirley
Pizziferri has been a great help as secretary, and works to see that we have new books in the
library. Thank you, Shirley, for what you do. Karen Peterson, has served as treasurer, and
has kept our books in order. Thank you, Karen, for all you do. Lisa Tompson has been a
great Vice President and has enlisted many speakers for us and we have learned
much. Thank you Lisa and we look forward to the upcoming year, as we have many great
programs coming. Sign up for the DNA seminar on January 27, 2018. Most of all, I cherish
all of you and appreciate each and every one of your special talents. I could not have done
this without you.
At our last Board meeting, we had a special organizational meeting, with the new Board
members, Kathy Teter, Sandy McDonald, P. J. Herdman, Karen Peterson, Shirley Pizziferri,
Lisa Tompson, Jerry Stephenson and myself. I will serve as member-at-large. Your new
President is Shirley Pizziferri; Vice President is Lisa Tompson (Kathy Teter will help Lisa with
Programs); Secretary is Kathy Teter; Assistant Secretary is Sandy McDonald; Treasurer is
Karen Peterson; and Assistant Treasurer is P.J. Herdman. Jerry Stephenson will continue as
Welcome and Membership Committee and Sandy Simpson will be asked to continue
helping. Kathy has asked to serve on the Library Committee to learn from Shirley about
acquisitions. Walt Bruetsch is being contacted to see if he will continue with the website
duties. Karen Benson and Walt will continue to produce the Journal. (Please think about
submitting an article for the Journal and sharing your knowledge.) Thank you, Karen, and
Thank you, Walt. We still need someone to handle publicity.
Many of the new Board members will be serving in other capacities so they can learn other
aspects of serving on the Board. We are basically doing cross training so that the Board can
carry on in the future. If you would like to participate on the Board or a committee, please
contact us.
I want to wish you all a special Holiday Season, and I know that the New Year will bring many
good things to the Martin County Genealogical Society. It has been great working with all of
you.
Sincerely,
Donna K. DuBois
President
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Calendar of Events for the Next Three Months
FIRST THURSDAY OF THE MONTH
And on Every Thursday of the Month.
5:45 PM to 7:45 PM in the Blake Library's
Genealogy Room, 2351 SE Monterey Road,
Stuart.
Members from MCGS will be available to
assist persons doing genealogical research.
There is no charge. Please contact MCGS if you
intend to be there, so MCGS can ensure that a
member will be present.
FIRST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH
ASSISTANCE - MCGS/DAR and regular assistance on Other Saturdays of the Month in the
PM, in the Blake Library’s Genealogy Room,
2351 SE Monterey Road, Stuart.
In the AM, members from MCGS and the
Daughters of the American Revolution – Halpatiokee Chapter will be available to assist the
public doing research about their ancestors:
those from any time era and those who were
American Revolutionary War patriots. Free.
Please contact MCGS if you intend to be there,
so MCGS can ensure that a member will be
present.

January 19, Friday, 1 to 3 PM
At the BLAKE LIBRARY, John F. and Rita M.
Armstrong Wing, 2351 SE Monterey Road, Stuart.
The program is "Kings, Queens, Pilgrims and
Tavern Keepers: Who is in Your Family Tree?" by
Debbie Duay, Ph.D. An officer of State and
National lineage societies, Dr. Duay has 20 years’
experience in genealogy, and has taught
researching early American ancestry throughout
the U.S.
February 16, Friday, 1 to 3 PM
At the BLAKE LIBRARY, John F. and Rita M.
Armstrong Wing, 2351 SE Monterey Road, Stuart.
The program speaker is To Be Determined.
March 16, Friday, 1 to 3 PM
At the BLAKE LIBRARY, John F. and Rita M.
Armstrong Wing, 2351 SE Monterey Road, Stuart.
The program speaker is To Be Determined.

Board of Directors Meetings:

MEETINGS: 3rd Friday of the Month
(no meetings June, July and August)

MCGS Board of Directors meetings are usually held
on the 2nd Friday of each month. MCGS members
are welcome to attend; if you wish to do so, please
contact the President to confirm the location, date,
and time.

Please go to MCGS’ website, mcgensociety .org,
and click on EVENTS, to find the latest info about
the program for a particular meeting.
Guests are most welcome to attend MCGS’
meetings, which are free, and light refreshments
will be available between the business meeting
and the program. Ages 12+.

Don’t forget the DNA SEMINAR,
Saturday, January 27, 2018,
10 AM to 12:30 PM, Blake Library.
See page 7 for details and
registration form.

____________________________________
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A New Source to Try
By Shirley Pizziferri
If you haven't been having any luck with Googling
your family surname, or haven't found a book on
your
surname
or
your
locality
on
FamilySearch.com, here is another source you
may not have used yet

Hathitrust.com does a search of thousands of
books that are available online. Put a surname
or a locality, or a subject, on the search line and
it will bring up a list of books in which that word is
found. Below the description of the book, you will
see either "Limited Search" or "Full View." If you
see "Full View," you can search and view the
entire book. Once you click on the book's title,
there is a place to "Search within this book,"
where you can limit your search further. For
instance, I searched for "Blair Family" and
Hathitrust came up with "The Blair Family of New
England" and then I could search within the book
for a particular name.
I use this website all the time; try it!

Reading Journals in the Gen Room
By Shirley Pizziferri
It is always a good idea to learn from others'
experiences, and one way to do that is to read
professionally written articles in periodicals such
as the NEHGS Register, The Nutmegger, and The
NGSQ
[National
Genealogical
Society
Quarterly]. I noticed that one of the old issues of
the NGSQ (stack 6) has an article on DNA that
would benefit many who are still struggling to
grasp the subject. It is called a "Theme Issue,"
entitled "Genetics and Genealogy," vol. 93,
2005. In addition, we have two new books about
DNA. Come to the Genealogy room to see what’s
new.
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MCGS September 2017 Presentation:

MCGS October 2017 Presentation:

Photo by Nancy Hunt

Bob Inhoff: presented “20 Tools I Used to Break Down a
Brick Wall I Never Knew I Had.”
Photo by Nancy Hunt

MCGS November 2017 Presentation:

Pamela J. Cooper presented “Remember the Ladies”
-- valuable research techniques to help find female
ancestors. (Handouts available in Gen. Room while
supplies last.)

Recognition at the November Meeting;

Photo by Karen Benson

Guest Speaker Annette Burke Lyttle presented
“Genealogical
Proof
for
the
Everyday
Genealogist,” with a very valuable handout on the
steps and process in using The Genealogical Proof of
Standards (GPS).
Photo by Karen Benson

Shirley Pizziferri presents a plaque to Lifetime Member Walt
Bruetsch in recognition of his many years of service and
indispensable contributions to MCGS.
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November Meeting: MCGS Officers for 2018

Photo by Karen Benson

Left to right: Sandy McDonnell, Assistant Secretary and Welcoming Committee; P. J. Herdman, Assistant Treasurer; Kathy
Teter, Secretary, Library Committee and Website Assistant; Karen Peterson, Treasurer; Jerry Stephenson, Membership and
Welcoming Committee Chair, Sunshine Committee, and Volunteer Coordinator; Lisa Tompson, Vice President, Program
Committee Chair, and Publicity Committee Chair; Shirley Pizziferri, President, Library Committee Chair and Welcoming
Committee. At the podium: Donna DuBois, Ex Officio and Member-at-Large, and Hospitality Committee. Not pictured: Walt
Bruetsch, Website and Journal; Karen Benson, Journal; Lynne Jensen, Hospitality Committee Chair; Pat Harter, Library
Committee; Peggy Gonzalez, Hospitality Committee Assistant.

A Conference to Consider:

For further information, go to:
http://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/
Early registration rate before April 20, 2018.
Choose from more than 175 lectures
presented by many nationally recognized
speakers, explore an exhibit hall filled with
more than 80 exhibitors, and network
with over 2,000 genealogists.
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New Find-A-Grave Changes
By Ted Bainbridge, Ph.D.
Findagrave.com has announced that the web site
has changed. Some changes are cosmetic, while
others are functional. A map feature has been
added.

in.) After a name is in that search box, clicking
Search leads to a hit list of cemeteries near that
place. Use this hit list the same way you use the
other cemetery search box.

The home page, formerly just a list of over thirty
choices, has become a photograph with a few
menu selections across the top. That page is
dominated by the search panel, which functions
largely as it has in the past and with the same
options for every search box except those related
to location.

To see and experiment with all the new
changes, go to https://findagrave.com/ and then
click preview now near the top center of the
screen.

The old search panel specified a location via pulldown lists for country, state, and county. The new
search panel offers a single box for location, in
which you are supposed to type the name of a
place. As you begin to type a city, county, state,
or country, that box auto-fills with suggested place
names which you can select with a mouse click.
Use the American English equivalent of a country
name; Germany works but Deutschland doesn’t.
The new home page’s menu bar goes across the
top of the screen. Clicking CEMETERIES takes
you to a page that lets you hunt cemeteries in
either of two ways. Near the top left of the page is
a search box where you can type a cemetery
name. This auto-fill box works as above. When
you select a name, you see a hit list of cemeteries
with that name. Each entry on the hit list displays
some facts about that cemetery, and a link to its
information page. That page contains a search
box that you can use to hunt for a person’s name.
Instead of using that cemetery-name search box,
you can use the cemetery-place search box to its
right. Clicking a place name produces a map of
cemeteries near that place. You can zoom the
map in or out, and can pan it in any direction. (If
the map doesn’t display any marker pins, zoom

Editor’s Note: I went to the Find-a-Grave
website (I did not have to register or sign in) and
found a great grandmother’s narrative that
contained clues that I had not seen anywhere
else in my research. I am looking forward to
pursuing them!

.

RootsWeb Issues
By Karen Benson

If you are a frequent user of RootsWeb (the free
genealogy
platform
now
owned
by
Ancestry.com), you probably know that it has
been down for a couple of weeks due to some
security issues. For an update, go to:
https://blogs.ancestry.com/ancestry/2017
/12/23/rootsweb-security-update/
Lisa Louise Cooke also addresses this issue in
her blog in an article entitled “RootsWeb is
Down: Data Recovery Strategies for the
Genealogist,” at:
https://lisalouisecooke.com/?s=Rootsweb
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The Martin County Genealogical Society
is proud to present
A Genealogical DNA Seminar
Saturday, January 27, 2018
9:30 AM – 12:30 PM
John F. and Rita M. Armstrong Wing,
Blake Library, Stuart
Diahan Southard is a nationally recognized genealogist and lecturer on the subject of DNA and how to
use it in your family history research. Diahan has a degree in microbiology from Brigham Young University and
worked for the Sorenson Molecular Genealogy Foundation.
Diahan has created Your DNA Guide, a website where she provides personalized, interactive experiences
to assist people in interpreting their DNA results in the context of their genealogical information; she can take
you step-by-step through any kind of DNA test in a way that you will understand, and even enjoy! Diahan has
also written “Quick Guides” on genetic genealogy and is a regular contributor to Genealogy Gems, Family Tree
Magazine and Genealogy Today.

“Genetic Genealogy: A Get-to-Know-You Guide” – 10 AM Seminar: Three kinds of
DNA tests, five testing companies, and many different outcomes. Learn the basics and
leave with confidence in this new area of research.
“Five Tips to Make Sense of Your DNA Testing” – 11:15 AM Seminar: So you have
had your Autosomal DNA tested - now what? Learn in 45 minutes what would take hours
to read online, and leave armed with information to help make your DNA work for you.
•
•
•
•
•

9:30 AM
10:00 - 10:45 AM
10:45 - 11:15 AM
11:15 - 12:00 Noon
12:00 - 12:30 PM

Check-In & Registration – John F. & Rita M. Armstrong Wing, Blake Library
“Genetic Genealogy: A Get to Know You Guide”
Coffee Break
“Five Tips to Make Sense of Your DNA Testing”
Questions

Donation for DNA Lectures: Pre-registration $20 (if received by Jan 25th)
$25 at the door

--------------------------------------------------------Name(s)________________________________________________________
Number of Guests______ Amount enclosed @ $20.00 each_____________________
Check payable to: MCGS & mailed to MCGS PO Box 275, Stuart, FL 34995
For more information, please visit our website: www.mcgensociety.org
Telephone: Lisa Tompson on 772-888-2422
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Martin County Genealogical Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 275
Stuart, FL 34995
WEB ADDRESS:
http://mcgensociety.org

MCGS Board of Directors - 2018
President
Vice-President
Treasurer
Asst. Treasurer
Secretary
Asst. Secretary

Shirley Pizziferri
Lisa Tompson
Karen Peterson
P. J. Herdman
Kathy Teter
Sandy McDonnell

Committees:
Library
Membership
Welcome Committee
Sunshine Committee
Library Liaison
Library Acquisitions
Public Relations
Volunteer Coordinator
Hospitality Committee
Journal Editors
Website “Masters”
Calling Tree

Shirley Pizziferri
Jerry Stephenson
Jerry Stephenson
Jerry Stephenson
Shirley Pizziferri/Richard Riley
Shirley Pizziferri
Walter Bruetsch
Jerry Stephenson
Lynne Jensen
Karen Benson/Walter Bruetsch
Walter Bruetsch/Kathy Teter
OPEN

Martin County Genealogical Society membership meetings are
held the third Friday of each month at 1 p.m. Guests are
welcome. There is a short business meeting preceding a
program.
[E-mail: mcgsfl@gmail.com]

We’re on the Web!
See us at: http://mcgensociety.org

.

Welcome New MCGS Members:
We hope you take the time to seek out our
newest MCGS members the next time you
are at a monthly meeting or see them in the
Genealogy Room. Warm welcomes to:
Kirk Bundy
Brenda Flanagan
Theresa Majkowski

Barbara Marshall
Richard G. Ward

Annual Membership Dues are $20 for
individuals and $25 for a family or
organization.
The Genealogy Journal is usually published
four times a year and distributed via e-mail in
March, June, September and December.
Suggestions and contributions are always welcomed.

