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On Monday, Sept. 26, 2016, at Stuart Heritage Museum, 161 SW
Flagler Avenue, from 10 am to 3 pm will be the opening day release
of the Arcadia Publishing series “Images of America” book on Stuart,
FL. The book features over 200 vintage photos of Stuart, its people,
places and events, over the years 1890s to early 1950s. The research
into these photos and the captions was done by Alice L. Luckhardt, a
member of Martin County Genealogical Society and an officer on the
Board of Directors for Stuart Heritage Museum. Sales of the book at
the Museum will benefit the non-profit museum. Alice will be
present at the museum all day. For details phone: 772-220-4600.
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Calendar of Events for the Next Three Months
FIRST THURSDAY OF THE MONTH
And on Every Thursday of the Month.

Guests are most welcome to attend MCGS’
meetings, which are free, and light refreshments
will be available between the business meeting
and the program. Ages 12+.

On October 6, November 3, and December
1, from 5:45 PM to 7:45 PM, in the Blake
Library's Genealogy Room, 2351 SE
Monterey Road, Stuart.

October 21, 2016, Friday, 1 to 3 PM

Members from MCGS will be available to
assist persons doing genealogical research.
There is no charge. Please contact MCGS if
you intend to be there, so MCGS can ensure
that a member will be present.

The program is "Genealogy Brick Walls,” by
Pamela Ann Priest Tubbs.

FIRST SATURDAY OF
ASSISTANCE - MCGS/DAR

THE

MONTH

October 1, November 5, and December 3,
from 10 AM to 12 Noon, in the Blake
Library’s Genealogy Room, 2351 SE
Monterey Road, Stuart.

At the BLAKE LIBRARY, John F. Armstrong
Wing, 2351 SE Monterey Road, Stuart.

November 18, 2016, Friday, 1 to 3 PM
At the BLAKE LIBRARY, John F. Armstrong
Wing, 2351 SE Monterey Road, Stuart.
The program is "The SEAL Museum,” by
Andy Brady.
December 16, 2016, Friday, 1 to 3 PM
At the BLAKE LIBRARY, John F. Armstrong
Wing, 2351 SE Monterey Road, Stuart.

In the AM, members from MCGS and the
Daughters of the American Revolution – Halpatiokee Chapter will be available to assist the
public doing research about their ancestors:
those from any time era and those who were
American Revolutionary War patriots. Free.
Please contact MCGS if you intend to be there,
so MCGS can ensure that a member will be
present.

MCGS’ Holiday Party, with our gifts ($5-10)
raffle, benefiting MCGS, and plenty of
refreshments, with taking home of left over
cookies.
Workshops
Another Beginners’ Workshop will be held in the near
future. Please follow your MCGS e-mails and the
MCGS website (MCGensociety.org) for information
as reservations will be required due to the size of the
room.

Board of Directors Meetings:
MEETINGS:

3rd Friday

of the Month

Please go to MCGS’ website, mcgensociety
.org, and click on EVENTS, to find the latest info
about the program for a particular meeting.

MCGS Board of Directors meetings are usually
held on the 2nd Thursday of each month. MCGS
members are welcome to attend; if you wish to
do so, please contact the President to confirm
the location, date, and time.
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Websites Available
in the Genealogy Room
By Shirley Pizziferri
In addition to the free access to Ancestry.com
that is available on all the computers in the
Martin County Library system, the two
computers in the Genealogy Room give you
access to a few other genealogical sites, and
more are going to be added in the
future. When you use our Genealogy Room,
you will see a card attached at the top of each
computer that gives instructions for using the
special websites for which the MCGS
subscribes. Plans for adding Fold3.com and
Newspapers.com are in the works, so keep
watching for them.
Now that the summer is over, plan to visit the
Gen.
Room
and
continue
your
research. Volunteers are still there to help,
Monday thru Friday 10-4, and also on Monday
and Thursday evenings and the first Saturday
of every month. See how much more
welcoming the room looks with the new
shelves and podium.

A BIG THANK YOU goes out to all
those who have contributed articles
for this issue. Ed

Monday - Friday - 10 AM to 4 PM
MCGS volunteers are available for free assistance.
DNA SIG* and Germanic SIG* - Persons with a
question can contact Walt Bruetsch, 772-220-1638
or waltbruetsch@usa.net. Help is on a one-onone basis.
Jewish Genealogy SIG*- Questions? Contact
Linda Epstein at JewishSIG@yahoo.com
New England SIG*- Questions? Contact Lee
Vought at eleevought@aol.com or
Shirley Pizziferri at gypsygal2009@gmail.com.
Irish help - Persons with a question can contact
Bob Scully in the Gen. Room on Fridays (2-4 PM)
or 772-486-0549 or scllysr@yahoo.com
.
All of these events are always FREE and OPEN
TO THE PUBLIC. Everyone is welcome! Visit the
MCGS Web site http://mcgensociety.org for
more information.
* SIG - Special Interest Group made up of MCGS
members and guests who meet to discuss ways of
improving their personal genealogical search
methods, and to find new helpful tools and
resources. They also provide help to NONMEMBERS who have an interest in learning how
to research their genealogy.

This ‘n That
If you care to be on a MCGS published list of
“Researchers for Hire,”
Contact Shirley Pizziferri.

Members, we invite YOU !

In Memoriam
Kimber E. Vought,
Lee Vought's husband, died on
April 5, 2016, at the age of 94.

We need members to share their experiences
in genealogy to come forward. We always are
looking for speakers for meetings, and workshop leaders. If you need preparation help,
it will be provided.
Our organization is only as good as we make
it. WE WANT (and need) YOU!
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New Books in the Genealogy Room
By Pat Harter
By Karen Peterson
The Association Oath Rolls of the British Plantations
(New York, Virginia, etc.) A.D. 1696: being a
contribution to political history, by Gandy, Wallace
Sunlight on the Southside: Lists of Tithes, Lunenburg
County, Virginia, 1748-1783, by Lunenburg County (Va.)
Abstracts of Wills Bertie County, North Carolina: 17221774, by Gammon, David B.
Peter and Robert Gill: their ascendants and
descendants, by Rowland Jr., Joseph S.
Genealogy of the Descendants of Thomas Angell, Who
Settled in Providence, 1636, by Angell, Avery F.
Anne Arundel County Maryland Church Records of the
17th & 18th Centuries, by Wright, F. Edward.

While researching my great grandfather’s
brother, who “was killed by a horse running
away with him,” I found a website that may be
of interest. GenDisasters.com is a website
where you will find newspaper articles about
train wrecks, fires, floods, shipwrecks, plane
crashes, accidents and other disasters. Most
of these articles list the dead and injured or
missing. You can use the search box to
search for your ancestor, or browse by state,
year, or type of disaster. I searched “Horse
and Buggy Accidents” and although the
person I was looking for did not appear, I think
this is a wonderful website.
Go to http://www3.gendisasters.com/ and look
around.

Organize your Genealogy: Strategies and Solutions for
Every Researcher, by Smith, Drew
Royal Families: Americans of Royal and Noble Ancestry.
Volume Three: Samuel Appleton and His Wife Judith
Everard and Five Generations of their descendants, by
Watson, Marston.
The Butler Family in America, by Butler, William David
The Greene Family in England and America: with
Pedigrees (1901), by Anonymous.
Foster Genealogy: Volume 2, by Pierce, Frederick Clifton

October is
Family
History
Month
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Adoption and the Family Tree
From an Essay by Ted Pack (tedpack.org)
And an article at Modern Software Experience
“Adoption in Genealogy”
Abstracted by Karen Peterson
The Board for Certification of Genealogists defines
Genealogy: “Genealogy is the study of families in
genetic and historical context. Within that framework,
it is the study of the people who compose a family
and the relationships among them.”
Adoption causes more arguments than any other
subject in our little hobby. Birth is the deciding event
in genealogy, not marriage. Genealogy software lists
the biological father, biological mother, and biological
children. If someone had children by two wives,
you'd have two Family Group Sheets for him. If his
second wife was a widow who had children by her
first husband, you'd have two for her. But how do
you handle adoption in the family tree? An ancestral
chart has space for just two parents. Should they list
the birth parents or the adoptive parents? It is not
just a practical question, but an emotional one too. It
is not merely a question about what is genealogically
the right thing to do. To some extent the question is
about the meaning of family; a child adopted at a
young age develops a family bond with the adoptive
parents instead of the birth parents.
Purists will tell you adoptive parents do not belong in
a family tree. Neither do mentors, coaches, pastors,
scout leaders, or teachers. Put as much as you want
in the notes, but if they are not biological they don't
go in, say the purists.
Others will say adoptive parents are more important
than some egg or sperm donor, and it is simple
respect to put them in. Most agree that the purpose
of a family tree is to represent the family - whatever
that family might be. In the case of adoption, the ties
of love are generally stronger than ties of blood, so it
is absolutely appropriate for an adoptee to research
and create a family tree for their adopted family.

There are counter-arguments to both arguments.
Arguments for using the biological father:
*Our little hobby is genealogy; you use the
genetic father.
*True Genealogy is about blood lines - not
adopted lines
*There is a slight chance you will lose valuable
medical information if you ignore the biological father.
*There is an even slighter chance the biological
father has more offspring in the same
town, and
you wouldn't want the child to marry a sibling - or halfsibling.
Arguments for using the adopted father:
*As the twig is bent so grows the tree, and the
one who is there in the house, reading to
him after
dinner or teaching her how to ride a bicycle, will do
most of the bending. The
adoptive father is going to
be the child's male role model, for better or worse.
*Give credit where credit is due.
*If the child calls him "Dad", that's what he is.
Rebuttal to "genealogy":
*Anyone who believes all 42 generations
between Dad and Charlemagne has more faith than a
tent full of people at a revival, with less foundation.
Chances are anyone whose lines go back to 1600, let
alone 782, has some non-biological parents in their
tree.
Rebuttal to "Twig":
*If a child never gets a decent man as an
adoptive father, but he does get some decent male role
models, do you throw in a priest, minister, rabbi, coach,
high school math teacher? Should Father Flannigan of
Boy's Town go down as the father of 4,000 kids?
You'll have to decide for yourself how to record
adoption. You can put them on a separate chart with
their biological parents, even if the mother and father
are "Unknown - probably white". You can record them
as if they were biological offspring of their current
parents. Many genealogy software programs now have
enhancements to the family tree that will allow you to
show adoptive, foster and biological parent
relationships when viewing your family. The only real
difference is that you should clearly indicate that the
link is through adoption. It is your choice. Whichever
you decide, 50% of us will say you took the wrong
path, and 50% will cheer you on.
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How Mobile Were Our Ancestors?
From an article by Lorine McGinnis Schulze, Legacy
News Blog
Extracted and edited by Karen Peterson

Do you think your ancestors stayed in one place?
Guess again! The truth is that many of our ancestors
traveled frequently. They were much more mobile
than most of us realize. When you look across the
centuries, you can find examples of our ancestors’
frequent trips in times when travel was difficult, slow,
and often expensive. While it may be true that our
immigrant ancestors returned home more frequently
in later centuries, after ships’ travel became faster,
easier, and less expensive, we should not assume
this is the case. Many 17th century immigrant
ancestors frequently sailed back and forth from their
new land to their homeland.
17th Century Travel
Our 17th century ancestors didn’t hesitate to
make the long journey home many times. It should
not be surprising when we consider the fact that
these early pioneers were willing to leave friends and
family to settle in an unknown wilderness. Many
early settlers in the New World of North America
travelled frequently back to Europe. Dutch ancestors
who settled in New Netherland (present day New
York) as early as 1630 returned to Holland on more
than one occasion. Often they sailed back to settle
wills or collect an inheritance from a family member.
Sometimes they took a ship back to visit relatives or
attend a wedding, just as we do today. Legal matters
were also of importance and those were often the
reason for a brief visit to their homeland.
18th Century Travel
In the 18th century, transportation was
primitive by today's standards. The majority of the
time if you wanted to go anywhere you either walked
or rode a horse on trails or rough roads. Most folks
could not afford carriages or wagons. The most
common mode, and
the cheapest, was
walking. People would
travel by foot for
extraordinary
distances
to
get
supplies or visit friends
and family. The lower
classes rarely, if ever,
travelled for pleasure. Another popular means of
travel, especially in the southern colonies, was by
horseback.

19th Century Travel
Horse and buggy was a primary mode of short-distance
personal transportation, especially between 1815 and
1915. Of course it depended hugely on the condition of
the roads/recent weather. A carriage/coach without a
decent road with bridges or good fords did not get very
far. Steamboat building began with Robert Fulton's
North River (also known as the Clermont) in 1807 and
made its famous trial on the Hudson, steaming from
New York to Albany and back in an unheard of five days
as it moved against the current at five miles an hour. In
1811, the first steamboat in the west sailed down the
Ohio and Mississippi rivers to New Orleans. The Erie
Canal was completed in 1825. Running from the
Hudson River to the Great Lakes, it was a major
economic artery through New York. Its economic
success sparked a wave of canal building. By 1840, the
United States had 3,326 miles of canals. According to a
letter I have from 1838, here is how my 4th great
grandmother described her journey home from a visit to
her daughter near Sand Lake, New York. “I did not start
from Sand Lake until the next Monday then I took a boat
[Erie Canal] and was one week & coming as far as
Montezuma which was one hundred miles from home.
There I took the stage and had a very fatiguing journey
the rest of the way home, the road being so rough and
having to ride night and day. I got quite fatigued.
Tuesday evening, I arrived at Rochester and put up at
the Eagle tavern and stayed there two nights and one
day on the account I could not get passage, the stage
was so crowded. Thursday morning, I took the stage
and I came to Clarkson” [her home in Monroe County,
NY].
The explosive expansion of the railroads in the second
half of the 19th century, people became more mobile
than ever. Suddenly travel was easy and inexpensive,
and people from many walks of life were now able to
travel for work as well as for pleasure.
Lack of work also took our ancestors far from home. If a
man could not find a job to support his family, there was
nothing stopping him from travelling long distances if he
heard that jobs were available elsewhere. His family
may have stayed behind and he spent several years
working far from home. He probably visited his family
and eventually returned home. Just as likely, his family
may have moved to the new locality after a new
homestead was established.
We should remember that our ancestors were no
different than we are. They laughed, loved, cried,
celebrated success, mourned over loss and failure, and
missed family far away. There are numerous reasons
they travelled, and we should always keep in mind that
they were not stuck in one place – they travelled as
needed, and when they wanted to.
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For our election season, a bit of political genealogy…

Hillary Clinton Family Tree
a Wake-Up Call for Genealogy
By Megan Smolenyak,
Megan’s Newsletter
April 8, 2015
When Irish America requested that I research and
write a piece on Hillary Rodham Clinton’s heritage
(pages 50-52), I was concerned. Why? Because
delving into the ancestral past of celebrities has
become something of a sub-hobby in the world of
genealogy, so I knew that countless others would
have climbed the branches of her family tree.
What would I possibly be able to add that wasn’t
already known?
Fortunately for me, but regrettably for genealogy
in general, there was plenty of fresh terrain
because I soon realized that everyone had a
quarter of her family tree wrong. And when I say
“everyone,” I mean dozens of people on at least
eight family history websites.
One of Rodham Clinton’s grandmothers was a
woman named Hannah Jones who was born in
Scranton, Pennsylvania around 1882. If you’ve
been doing genealogy for even a short time, you
know to be cautious whenever you encounter a
name like Jones, which happens to be the most
common surname in Wales, the birth place of
Hannah’s parents. Names like Jones, Smith,
Johnson, Brown, Miller and Williams are a punchline in the family history world – guaranteed to
provoke a reaction from a seasoned audience –
because we all know how much effort it can take
to sift through the abundance of records featuring
these names to find the ones we’re looking for.
So it’s astonishing that no one had taken the time
to make sure that they had identified the correct

Hannah Jones. As it happens, there were two
baby girls born with this name in Scranton around
the same time, and the other one left a more
conspicuous paper trail. It’s not surprising that
some researchers fell into the trap of picking the
wrong one, but it’s mind-blowing that everyone
did.
The wonderful online tools that make it faster to
trace our family trees also make it easier to make
a mistake, and the constant merging of Internetbased trees creates an unfortunate echo effect
where wrong information starts to look true simply
because so many are claiming it. I’ve seen this
lemming phenomenon many times before, but the
fact that it happened to someone whose family
history has been scrutinized by so many is a
serious wake-up call.
If everyone got a quarter of Hillary Clinton’s tree
wrong, what about yours? Are the names
adorning your family tree really your ancestors or
just crowd-sourced fiction?

How Many Backup Copies of Important
Files Do You Need?
By Dick Eastman
Eastman’s Online Genealogy Newsletter
April 19, 2016

Here’s the old data center 3-2-1 rule-of-thumb for
backing up:
3 copies of anything you care about – Two isn’t
enough if it’s important.
2 different formats – Example: Dropbox plus
DVDs or Hard Drive plus Memory Stick or CD plus
Crash Plan, or more.
1 off-site backup – If the house burns down, how
will you get your memories back?
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MCGS Board of Directors - 2016
President
Vice-President
Treasurer
Asst. Treasurer
Membership
Secretary
Programs

John Sheppard
Peggy Gonsalves
Cindy Sheppard
Karen Peterson
Jean Gray
Donna DuBois
Margaret Gray

Committees:
Sunshine Chair
Public Relations
Volunteer Coordinator
Library Liaison
Library Acquisitions
Calling Tree
Hospitality
Journal Editors
Website “Masters”

Jean Gray
Walter Bruetsch
Jean Gray
Shirley Pizziferri/Richard Riley
Shirley Pizziferri
Jean Gray
Lynne Jensen
Karen Benson/Walter Bruetsch
Walter Bruetsch and Kathy Teter

Martin County Genealogical Society membership meetings
are held the third Friday of each month at 1 p.m. Guests
are welcome. There is a short business meeting preceding
a program.
[E-mail: mcgsfl@gmail.com]

We’re on the Web!

.

Welcome New MCGS Members

We hope you take the time to seek out our
newest MCGS members the next time you are
at a monthly meeting or see them in the
Genealogy Room.

Annual Membership Dues are $20 for individuals
and $25 for a family or organization.
The Genealogy Journal is usually published
four times a year and distributed via e-mail in
March, June, September and December.

See us at:

http://mcgensociety.org

Suggestions and contributions are always welcomed.

