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A Quote
We cast away
priceless time
in dreams,
born of
imagination,
fed upon
illusion, and
put to death
by reality.

On February 16, several of our members presented information
about our Society to fairgoers. Please read all about it on page 4.

MCGS Goes Grave-Digging:

By
Judy
Garland
Cryptoquote
The Palm
Beach Post,
Dec. 15, 2015

On a beautiful Saturday morning in February, MCGS President, John
Sheppard, (missing from above picture) lead a group of MCGS
members in Moore’s Cemetery removing debris and cleaning and
logging graves. See pages 4-5 for John’s report.

MCGS Board of Directors for 2016:
John Sheppard, Margaret Gray, Cindy Sheppard,
Karen Peterson, Jean Gray, Donna DuBois, and
new member Peggy Gonsalves
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Page 2

Volume XXIV No. 1 March 2016

Calendar of Events for the Next Three Months
FIRST THURSDAY OF THE MONTH
And on Every Thursday of the Month.
On April 7th and May 5th, from 5:45 PM to
7:45 PM in the Blake Library's Genealogy
Room, 2351 SE Monterey Road, Stuart.
Members from MCGS will be available to
assist persons doing genealogical research.
There is no charge. Please contact MCGS if
you intend to be there, so MCGS can ensure
that a member will be present.
FIRST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH
ASSISTANCE - MCGS/DAR and regular assistance on Other Saturdays of the Month in the
PM.
th

April 2nd and May 7 , from 10 AM to 12
Noon, in the Blake Library’s Genealogy
Room, 2351 SE Monterey Road, Stuart. The
time is from 1:30 PM to 3:30 PM.
In the AM, members from MCGS and the
Daughters of the American Revolution – Halpatiokee Chapter will be available to assist the
public doing research about their ancestors:
those from any time era and those who were
American Revolutionary War patriots. Free.
Please contact MCGS if you intend to be there,
so MCGS can ensure that a member will be
present.

Guests are most welcome to attend MCGS’
meetings, which are free, and light refreshments
will be available between the business meeting
and the program. Ages 12+.
April 15, 2016, Friday, 1 to 3 PM
At the BLAKE LIBRARY, John F. Armstrong
Wing, 2351 SE Monterey Road, Stuart.
The program is "Witches," by Liz Atterbury.
May 20, 2016, Friday, 1 to 3 PM
At the MORGADE LIBRARY, Anderson Room,
5851 SE Community Drive, Stuart
The program is "The Twisted History of the
White House," by Judy Browning.
There is no meeting in June. Enjoy your
Summer break.

REMINDER:

National Genealogical Society
2016 Family History Conference
Fort Lauderdale, FL
May 4-7, 2016
Go to conference.ngsgenealogy.org for
information.

MEETINGS: 3rd Friday of Every Month

Board of Directors Meetings:

Please go to MCGS’ website, mcgensociety
.org, and click on EVENTS, to find the latest
info about the program for a particular meeting.

MCGS Board of Directors meetings are usually
held on the 2nd Thursday of each month. MCGS
members are welcome to attend; if you wish to
do so, please contact the President to confirm
the location, date, and time.
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New Books in the Genealogy Room
By Shirley Pizziferri
The Family Tree Polish, Czech & Slovak
Genealogy Guide will be a welcome addition
to our library for many of our members. It is a
clear and concise guide to understanding the
geographic complexities of these three areas,
suggestions for research in this country and
beyond, and even translations of letters for
writing for information in these languages. Of
most importance, perhaps, are the many URL
addresses contained throughout the book.
Anyone with Polish, Czech or Slovak ancestry
will want to peruse this book and take notes.
The Christy Family genealogy has been added
to our family history collection. This book has
no title printed on the blue cover or spine, and
was not officially published, but it is a family
history that was carefully done with a lot of
documentation. If you have any connection to
a Christy family, you need to check this out.

A BIG THANK YOU goes out to all
those who have contributed articles
for this issue. Ed

Monday - Friday - 10 AM to 4 PM
MCGS volunteers are available for free assistance.
DNA SIG* and Germanic SIG* - Persons with a
question can contact Walt Bruetsch, 772-220-1638
or waltbruetsch@usa.net. Help is on a one-onone basis.
Jewish Genealogy SIG*- Questions? Contact
Linda Epstein at JewishSIG@yahoo.com
New England SIG*- Questions? Contact Lee
Vought at eleevought@aol.com or
Shirley Pizziferri at gypsygal2009@gmail.com.
Irish help - Persons with a question can contact
Bob Scully in the Gen. Room on Fridays (2-4 PM)
or 772-486-0549 or scllysr@yahoo.com
.
All of these events are always FREE and OPEN
TO THE PUBLIC. Everyone is welcome! Visit the
MCGS Web site http://mcgensociety.org for
more information.
* SIG - Special Interest Group made up of MCGS
members and guests who meet to discuss ways of
improving their personal genealogical search
methods, and to find new helpful tools and
resources. They also provide help to NONMEMBERS who have an interest in learning how
to research their genealogy.

This ‘n That
If you care to be on a MCGS published list of
“Researchers for Hire,”
Contact Shirley Pizziferri.

Members, we invite YOU !
In Memoriam
Paul Beall

We need members to share their experiences
in genealogy to come forward. We always are
looking for speakers for meetings, and workshop leaders. If you need preparation help,
it will be provided.
Our organization is only as good as we make
it. WE WANT YOU!
Colleen Kimball, President
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MCGS Goes To Martin County Fair
By John Sheppard

Members of our society participated in a
one day promotional event at the Martin
County Fair on Tuesday, February 16th.
We had a booth with displays, handouts
and candy! Many thanks go out to
members Nancy Leta, Jackie and Bob
Kegel, Peggy Gonzales, Chuck Berger,
Shirley Pizziferri, Colleen Kimball and
Cindy and John Sheppard for their
support at our booth. We got to meet
and talk with a number of people telling
them all about our society, our meetings
and of course encouraged them to visit
our gen room at the Blake Library.
With so many members participating,
everyone had an opportunity to take a
break and enjoy the rest of the fair; the
many exhibits, shows, animals and
especially for some of us, the food. This
free opportunity to reach so many Martin
County residents and snow people
should be something we seriously
consider for next year. We can have a
booth for as many days of the fair that we
want and with planning, preparation and
participation, we can have a very
successful and fun adventure.

MCGS Goes Grave Digging
By John Sheppard
Members of our society participated in a visit to
Moore’s Cemetery on Saturday, February 20th.
MCGS is undertaking a community service project,
hoping to build upon all the great work on
cemeteries and obituaries previously done by
members Walt Bruetsch and Doug Poulter. We
worked in teams, checking headstone information,
cleaning them when necessary, removing vines,
thorns and weeds and generally cleaned up the
cemetery, removing debris, fallen branches and
overgrown vegetation. Many thanks go out to
members Debbie Glasgow, Nancy Leta, Mary
Karen Benson, Nan Baker, Charlie Beal, Jerry
Bloom Stephenson, Lisa and David Tompson,
Jackie Kegel, Peggy and Alvin Gonzales, Donna
DuBois, Chuck Berger, Colleen Kimball and Cindy
and John Sheppard for their support at our booth.
Special thanks to Colleen Kimball. She donated
her 50/50 winnings for Friday’s meeting for fresh
donuts and cold water.
We found two headstones which have not been
listed on any of the four previous lists we have:
Just barely visible on one of the headstones
was “?hmas C ?rundy, Born, Oct ? 1887,
Died Jan 8 1962”
There is also an Annie B. Grundy, 1901 – 1977
who we know was buried in Moore’s Cemetery.
A quick search on Ancestry’s Florida Death Index,
1877-1998, showed Annie Bell Grundy (black) born
12 Jan, 1901, died 4 Nov 1977 in Palm Beach
County.
In the same index there is a Thomas C. Grundy
(black) who died in Jan 1962 in Martin County.
With just a few clicks a Thomas Grundy born abt
1885 in Georgia living with his wife Annie B.
Grundy born abt 1901 in Georgia in Stuart, Florida,
was found in the 1930, 1940 and 1945 Florida
census.
Continued
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Not only can we add Thomas to Findagrave,
but since they were husband and wife, we
can link them.

Google for the complete interesting story, it
reads like a made-for-TV movie.
More research remains to be done at the
cemetery and everyone is encouraged to sign up
for, and participate in, future visits, making this
project successful and fun. And yes, we did
have several shovels which we used, but what
happens at the cemetery, stays at the cemetery.

Thomas Grundy’s gravestone.
A second headstone was found for a Susan
Miller, 7 Feb 1954 – 23 Nov 2003, with the
word “Sister” on the stone.
A quick google search was all we needed to
find out about Susan. An article in the Palm
Beach Post on 28 Nov 2003 revealed that
Susan R. Miller, aged 49, died Sunday in a
Stuart nursing home. Susan, a mother of
four, had been in a comatose state for ten
years. Susan had suffered brain damage
after her heart stopped during a Caesarean
section at Palm Beach Gardens Medical
Center. She was the focus of a very long
legal battle. Her husband, Wallace Miller,
was in prison for armed robbery and
kidnapping and sued to have life support
removed.
A court order was issued to
remove life support, but then Gov. Jeb Bush
and the legislature over rode the court order
and Susan remained on life support. Susan’s
family was awarded $11 million dollars. The
article goes on and on naming her parents,
children and siblings. Look Susan up on

John Sheppard cleans a footstone to a grave at
Moore’s Cemetery. The headstone is just above and
to the right of John’s head.
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CLUSTER GENEALOGY
Abstracted by Karen Peterson
Excerpt from an article By Kimberly Powell –
About.com
Cluster genealogy, sometimes referred to as
whole family or extended family genealogy, is the
practice of extending your research on a person to
the individuals and families to which he was
connected. Even if you don't really care who your
ancestors’ siblings, cousins and associates were,
cluster genealogy can still be a very effective
research technique. The records of siblings, cousins,
and other family members may provide clues to the
next generation that you haven't been able to find in
the records left by your direct ancestor.
• Neighbors may actually turn out to be
relatives. Family groups often migrated to the
same town, lived near each other, attended the
same school or church, and were buried in the
same cemetery.
• Since a single record is often not
enough to "prove" an ancestral connection,
cluster genealogy offers additional documents to
support accurate research.
• Knowing and recognizing the names
of other family members can sometimes help you
locate your own ancestor when he has been misindexed or had his name mangled in a record
where you expect to find him, such as the
census.
• Tracking ancestors as they move
from place to place can often be a daunting task.
Knowing the names of relatives and neighbors
who may have moved with him can make it
easier to identify him in a new location.
• Researching more people means an
increased chance of making connections and
possibly
sharing
research
with
other
genealogists.
How Cluster Genealogy Works:
The cluster genealogy technique involves
expanding your genealogy search beyond your
direct line ancestors to include their brothers, sisters,
aunts, uncles, cousins, neighbors and friends.

Collect information on them just as you do for
your direct ancestors and record it all in your notes or
genealogy software program.
Don't neglect the spouses of these "cluster"
individuals. Even if your family tree appears to be sadly
lacking in genealogists, perhaps theirs were not.
Published family histories for spouses of siblings can
often provide an unexpected gold mine of information.
Census records and estate records are
especially useful for identifying additional family
members, including brothers, sisters, aunts, uncles, and
cousins. Land deeds, newspapers, and church
membership rosters can often prove useful for
pinpointing neighbors and friends.
By increasing the pool of individuals whom you
are researching, cluster genealogy improves your
chances of locating records and details on your
ancestors. In the process, you'll also learn more about
the place and time in which your family lived.

Who is a Neighbor?
(Supplementary Note by Karen
Peterson)
• People living nearby or in same
household.
• People buried in the same cemetery,
in the same plot or adjacent plot.
• People who appear in the same
documents: passenger lists, court
records, BMD records
• People who studied together,
worked together or served in the
military together
• People who belonged to the same
guild or fraternal organizations.
• People who traveled together:
migration patterns, orphan trains.
• Business associates, partners,
employers, customers, suppliers.
• People who sued your subject.
• People who came from the same
area (in this country or another).
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DO OVER
Adapted in part from
Gen. Society of Sarasota
Is Your Genealogy Ready For a “Do-Over”?
With each new year, many consider making
changes in their lives such as losing weight,
getting more exercise, etc. Even genealogists
like to get in on the act and in 2015 there
began a special online educational program
that can help you get rid of “bad research
habits” and learn some new tricks.
The Genealogy Do-Over™ is the brainstorm of
genealogy author and educator Thomas
MacEntee and since its announcement in midDecember 2014, has attracted many
participants from around the world. And the
best part? The entire program which started
on January 2, 2015, is FREE. To access the
2016 version, go to:
http://www.geneabloggers.com/thegenealogy-do-over-2016-topics/
Here is the short summary of Genealogy DoOver as Thomas sees it:
He sets aside everything* related to his
genealogy research, including notebooks,
papers, and even digitized files and his
genealogy database files and STARTS OVER.
Hitting the reset button. He’s allowing himself
to have a do-over! (*Certain items, such as vital
records ordered and paid for or research
gathered on a long-distance trip, will be
retained.)
Since genealogists started their research 10,
20 or 30 years ago (or more), much has
changed in the areas of genealogy research
methodology and education. Many now realize
the need to collect facts and track them
properly, including the use of source citations.
Many understand the process of analyzing
evidence and proving facts to reach a

conclusion. In essence, as Thomas puts it: “I
know a lot more about the ‘process’ of
genealogical research and I want to put it to
use.”
How Does the Genealogy Do-Over Work?
The 2016 version of the Genealogy Do-Over
consists of twelve parts. A participant can work
the topics at his or her their own pace. Or
some may decide to drop some of the less
important tasks and add different topics. The
goal is to do whatever it takes to ensure a firm
footing to finding ancestors.
As each part (1 for each month—they’re now in
the 3rd month) progresses, participants will
continue researching and add more and more
skills and areas of focus including citing
sources, tracking searches, building a research
toolbox, creating an educational plan,
researching offline as well as online, and more.
By the end of the journey you will have covered
a firm foundation in genealogy and family
history research. For individual participants,
some focus areas may differ; participants have
the freedom to add or remove content from
their own Genealogy Do-Over plan. As Thomas
says, “This program has to work for you and
not something that you dread each week or
that you find you are working against.”
Some “Do-Over” Resources:
•

•
•

Thomas MacEntee’s The Genealogy DoOver Workbook is available in Amazon
Kindle format and in PDF format for $3.99;
in print format for $6.99.
Join the Genealogy Do-Over group on
Facebook.
There are several Do-Over videos on You
Tube.

This is a journey that could very well
revolutionize the way you’ve been doing
genealogy research.
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WEB ADDRESS:
http://mcgensociety.org

MCGS Board of Directors - 2016
President
Vice-President
Treasurer
Asst. Treasurer
Membership
Secretary
Programs

JohnSheppard
Peggy Gonsalves
Cindy Sheppard
Karen Peterson
Jean Gray
Donna DuBois
Margaret Gray

Committees:
Sunshine Chair
Public Relations
Volunteer Coordinator
Library Liaison
Library Acquisitions
Calling Tree
Hospitality
Journal Editors
Website “Masters”

Jean Gray
Walter Bruetsch
Jean Gray
Shirley Pizziferri/Richard Riley
Shirley Pizziferri
Jean Gray
Lynne Jensen
Karen Benson/Walter Bruetsch
Walter Bruetsch and Kathy Teter

Martin County Genealogical Society membership meetings
are held the third Friday of each month at 1 p.m. Guests
are welcome. There is a short business meeting preceding
a program.
[E-mail: mcgsfl@gmail.com]

We’re on the Web!

.

Welcome New MCGS Members:
We hope you take the time to seek out our newest
MCGS members the next time you are at a monthly
meeting or see them in the Genealogy Room.
Warm welcomes to:
George Bartley
Rosemary Bartley
James Clark
Sharon Coffey

Marta Miller-Leveillee
Gloria Stirrat
David Tompson

Annual Membership Dues are $20 for individuals
and $25 for a family or organization.
The Genealogy Journal is usually published
four times a year and distributed via e-mail in
March, June, September and December.

See us at:

http://mcgensociety.org

Suggestions and contributions are always welcomed.

