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via
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Palm Beach Post,
7 Dec 2016

Now is a great time to start thinking about our 2017 New Year’s resolutions and
I would like to mention a few genealogical ones to consider for the coming year.
First, ask yourself what you would have liked to have accomplished last year in
your genealogy research and compare that to what you actually achieved. Did
you finally break through that brick wall? Find and get in touch with new
“cousins”? Find an ancestor who was famous, or a convict, or maybe a famous
convict? Or did you just tell yourself that you had already looked everywhere
and there was nothing else to be found. Did you tell yourself if there was more
information out there, that someone else would have already found it? Try
telling yourself and believing that your ancestors left more clues for you and
that no one else is as enthusiastic or committed with finding out about your
ancestors as you are.
So, what are some realistic genealogical goals can we make for the New Year?
•

Review and update your tree. So as not to get overwhelmed, work on a
generation at a time. Is the information correct and complete? Do you
have locations for each event? Do you have documents such as birth
certificates, marriage certificates, death certificates that may be difficult,
if not impossible, for your descendants to get? If not, get them.

•

Make a five-generation tree for your grandchildren. Some may have
school projects to do one. That’s how I got started with genealogy.
Family tree posters are available on Ancestry.com through My Canvas
and make excellent gifts. Check them out under “Extras” on the menu
bar, then “Photo Books & Posters.” Just make sure the information in
your tree is correct and complete.

•

Help others with their genealogy, volunteer in the gen room, talk about
genealogy with neighbors, friends and relatives. It’s amazing how many
people there are who are interested in genealogy, but don’t know where
or whom to ask for help.
(Continued Page 4)
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Calendar of Events for the Next Three Months
FIRST THURSDAY OF THE MONTH
And on Every Thursday of the Month.
5:45 PM to 7:45 PM in the Blake Library's
Genealogy Room, 2351 SE Monterey Road,
Stuart.
Members from MCGS will be available to
assist persons doing genealogical research.
There is no charge. Please contact MCGS if
you intend to be there, so MCGS can ensure
that a member will be present.
FIRST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH
ASSISTANCE - MCGS/DAR and regular assistance on Other Saturdays of the Month in the
PM, in the Blake Library’s Genealogy Room,
2351 SE Monterey Road, Stuart
In the AM, members from MCGS and the
Daughters of the American Revolution – Halpatiokee Chapter will be available to assist the
public doing research about their ancestors:
those from any time era and those who were
American Revolutionary War patriots. Free.
Please contact MCGS if you intend to be there,
so MCGS can ensure that a member will be
present.

MEETINGS: 3rd Friday of the Month
(excluding June, July, and August)
Please go to MCGS’ website, mcgensociety
.org, and click on EVENTS, to find the latest info
about the program for a particular meeting.

Guests are most welcome to attend MCGS’
meetings, which are free, and light refreshments
will be available between the business meeting
and the program. Ages 12+.
January 20, Friday, 1 to 3 PM
At the BLAKE LIBRARY, John F. Armstrong
Wing, 2351 SE Monterey Road, Stuart.

The program is "Creating an Ahnentafel
System (a genealogical numbering system)
for Your Genealogy," by speaker Lisa
Thompson.
February 17, Friday, 1 to 3 PM
At the BLAKE LIBRARY, John F. Armstrong
Wing, 2351 SE Monterey Road, Stuart.
Program to be determined.
Marchy 17, Friday, 1 to 3 PM
At the BLAKE LIBRARY, John F. Armstrong
Wing, 2351 SE Monterey Road, Stuart.
Program to be determined.

Board of Directors Meetings:
MCGS Board of Directors meetings are usually
held on the 2nd Thursday of each month. MCGS
members are welcome to attend; if you wish to
do so, please contact the President to confirm
the location, date, and time.
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MCGS Members:
What is Your Wish List for Books in the
Genealogy Room?
By Shirley Pizziferri
The Genealogy Room has been given a gift of
$1,500 from the Martin County Library System to
be spent on books. That's a lot of money and a
lot of books, so the Library Chairman needs help
in selecting which books to purchase.
If you use the Genealogy Room for your
research, or even if you haven't yet, please let
the Library Book Committee know what books
could help you in your research. There is a great
deal of minutiae that is not yet online, so using
the library books could give you that little bit of
information you need. You can email Shirley at
gypsygal2009@gmail.com or John Sheppard at
johnothan21@gmail.com or Colleen Kimball at
c1sailon@aol.com.

More on Water-damaged Books
After the water damage to our books last year, there were several that we deemed at the time were
still usable, although the pages had been wrinkled and discolored. Apparently that was a mistake.
The books are now exuding a moldy smell that is bothering patrons and volunteers, so it has been
decided to dispose of all of them. The following list explains further, and we ask that you take note.
If noted as “donation,” perhaps you have a copy you would like to donate to the Genealogy Room.
1. Cemeteries of Indian River County, FL: These cemeteries have now been entered on
Findagrave.com, so information can be accessed through Ancestry.com.*
2. Cemeteries of Sarasota County, FL, Births, Deaths & Burials: This information can be found on
Findagrave.com through Ancestry, and also on the Sarasota County website.*
3. Madison County, Florida, Family History Book, vol. 1: searchable on Findagrave.com.*
4. University of Florida Alumni Directory, 1994: outdated; will be replaced if a replacement is found.
5. Social Index-Directory, 1980: Not needed.
6. Who’s Who in Florida, 1989: outdated; not needed
7. East Central Florida Genealogy Society Co-op, 1978-79, 1979-99, Surname Research Database;
outdated; not needed.
-Continued-

Page 4

Martin County Genealogical Society’s Genealogy Journal
Volume XXIV No. 4 December 2016

8. Cemeteries of Indian River County, FL: These cemeteries have now been entered on
Findagrave.com, so information can be accessed through Ancestry.com.*
9. Cemeteries of Sarasota County, FL, Births, Deaths & Burials: This information can be found on
Findagrave.com through Ancestry, and also on the Sarasota County website.*
10. Madison County, Florida, Family History Book, vol. 1: searchable on Findagrave.com.*
11. University of Florida Alumni Directory, 1994: outdated; will be replaced if a replacement is found.
12. Social Index-Directory, 1980: Not needed.
13. Who’s Who in Florida, 1989: outdated; not needed
14. East Central Florida Genealogy Society Co-op, 1978-79, 1979-99, Surname Research Database;
outdated; not needed.
15. History of Martin County by Hutchinson, 1975: Should be replaced; possibly by donation.
16. History of Martin County by Historical Society, 1998: Should be replaced; possibly by donation.
17. Rose Cottage Chronicles, Civil War Letters, north Florida: partly written by Ann S. Lainhart. This
will be disposed of. If you are interested in the subject, you may contact Ms. Lainhart online.
18. Florida Pioneers Descendants Certification Program, Index of Pioneers: This information can be
found online. Go to www.rootsweb.com/~flsgcl; click on Pioneers; click on List of Pioneers;
double-click on any name, then use the First, Previous, Next, Last buttons at the bottom of the
frame.
19. Original Section of Bosque Belle Cemetery: online at Findagrave.com or Ancestry.com.*
20. Cemetery Inscriptions of Okeechobee County: online at Findagrave.com or Ancestry.com*
21. Cemeteries of Amelia Island, Florida: online at Findagrave.com or Ancestry.com*
22. Florida State Genealogical Society Surname Directory, 1995: outdated.
23. Maine Wills, 1640-1760: Needs to be replaced. The Index includes not only testators, but names
of witnesses as well. Could be replaced by donation.
24. Charlestown [MA] Vital Records, Vol. 2, Parts 1 & 2. Vol. 1 is undamaged. This book is
unnecessary as all the vital records are indexed on AmericanAncestors.org., the NEHGS site.
25. Boston’s Copp’s Hill Burying Ground Guide: Should be replaced; includes much history and useful
tips on researching in addition to names of the interred.
26. A New Jersey Biographical Index by Sinclair: Should be replaced.
*The online site of Findagrave.com often contains much more information than what was indexed in the
books.
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President’s Corner
Continued from Page 1
•

•

If you have a tree, especially on
Ancestry.com, take the time to correct it!
It is doubtful that your great grandfather
had three wives all named Mary Smith
and born in the same year. Learn how to
merge people. Likewise, it is also
doubtful that your great grandfather had
three wives with different names and that
he had fifteen children with the same
names with each of the three wives.
Also, your great grandfather was
probably not born twenty years after your
grandfather died. Learn how to edit
relationships and properly delete people
from your tree.
Not all of your genealogical research can
be done online. If you have a brick wall
or missing information in a specific
location, consider a road trip, a mini
vacation. Research where to go, what
repositories to visit and where to eat
before you go. Also, a list of what you
need to look for is handy.

Best of wishes to everyone in the New Year;
may you tear down your brick walls, find
everything you look for and find a way to
organize it so you can find it when you need it.

Book Review
The Spyglass File, by Nathan Dylan Goodwin.
Self-published. 2016. 282 pages.
The following review from Eastman’s
Online Genealogy Newsletter is coauthored by Dina Carson and Bobbi King.

The November holidays are behind us, the
election is finally over, Black Friday lingers,
and Cyber Monday lasts only one day, so there
are still a few days before the busy Christmas
season is upon us to grab some me-time and
enjoy a new Morton Farrier novel.
The Spyglass File brings back Morton Farrier,
forensic genealogist, and he’s in more danger
than ever before.
It’s the Second World War, and the German
Luftwaffe is bombing English cities, the coast,
and the vulnerable countryside. Information
that was hidden away in the Spyglass File has
led to murder, threatening to expose the
wrongdoings of those who would rather it all
remain forever hidden.
What could possibly endanger even more,
more than the Germans, the brave British
flyboys and the valiant officers of the secret YService, staffed by the dedicated young
women of the Women’s Auxiliary Air Force?
Could the answers be found exclusively among
the people who have signed the Official
Secrets Act? Or could a war-time baby, born in
the midst of the warfare chaos, hold the key to
the secrets?
Morton Farrier, family-history searcher and
detective, must resurrect his faltering
genealogical career and traverse a tangled
web of lies, secrecy, double dealing and DNA
to solve a decades-old mystery that may
actually get him killed.
Author Nathan Dylan Goodwin has given
students of the Second World War, and avid
family historians, another great genealogical
read.

The Spyglass File by Nathan Dylan
Goodwin is available from Amazon in the
U.S. at https://goo.gl/Gg8Ebm and from
Amazon U.K. at https://goo.gl/frnLfv.
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How to Decode a WWII
US Army Serial Number
Posted on June 8, 2015 by Amy Johnson
Crow’s blog
(edited by Karen
Peterson)
Gerald Ridenour, an Aviation Cadet in the
U.S. Army Air Force, died in World War II.
He was just shy of his 21st birthday. When
my mom showed me his grave at Highland
Cemetery in Perry County, Ohio, I knew I
had to find out more about him.
The Casualty List
I found him listed on the WWII Army and
Army Air Force Casualty List on Fold3. The
information includes name, serial number,
rank, and something pertaining to the death

dig a little deeper into the number itself, we can
learn a bit about the person.
Look at the First Number or Letter
Some prefixes were used in World War I.
However, the following system began shortly
before World War II.
The first character gives us a lot of information:
1 = Enlisted in the Army (in other words,
volunteered rather than drafted)
2 = Federally recognized National Guard
3 = Drafted
4 = Drafted
O (that’s the letter O, not a zero) = Male
commissioned officers
W = Male Warrant officers
T = Flight officers (Army Air Force)

From World War II Honor List of Dead and
Missing: State of Ohio. Online at Fold3 (titled
WWII Army and Army Air Force Casualty List).

It was when I looked for the meaning of
“DNB” [died non-battle] that I discovered
there is meaning in the serial number, also
referred to as a service number.
WWII US Army Serial Numbers:
Meaning in the First Digits
The U.S. Army began issuing serial numbers
to help avoid mixing the records of
people with
the
same
name.
(A
genealogist’s dream come true!) When we

L = Commissioned officers of the Women’s
Army Corps (WAC)
V = WAC Warrant officers
A = WAC enlisted women
R = Hospital dietitians
M = Physical therapy aides
Looking back at the casualty list, we now know:
Gerald Ridenour enlisted. Arthur Porter was in
a federally recognized National Guard unit.
Robert Pratt and Wilfred Ratliff were drafted.
William Petruzzi was a commissioned officer.
(We also knew that from him being listed as a
-Continued-
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2nd Lt. But if his rank hadn’t been listed,
we would have discovered he was a
commissioned officer based on his serial
number.)
Look at the Second Number
When you have an 8-digit serial number, the
second number shows the Service
Command. This narrows down where the
person enlisted or was drafted. If you have a
serial number for a member of the WAC,
look at the number after
the letter prefix. There’s an exception.
Remember those serial numbers that begin
with “2,” showing National Guard service?
You need to look at the 3rd digit. (The
second digit for those will always be a zero.
You knew there’d be some exception, didn’t
you?)
1 = Connecticut Maine, Massachusetts, New
Hampshire, Rhode Island, Vermont
2 = Delaware, New Jersey, New York
3 = Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia
4 = Alabama, Florida, Georgia Mississippi,
North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee

9 = Alaska, Arizona, California, Idaho,
Montana, Nevada, Oregon, Utah, Washington
0 = When the first number is 3, the zero means
he was drafted outside the U.S. (301 indicates
Panama; 302 indicates Puerto Rico)
Since the second digit of Gerald Ridenour’s
serial number is 5, we now know that
he enlisted from either Indiana, Kentucky,
Ohio, or West Virginia. The same for where
Robert Pratt and William Ratliff were drafted.
Arthur Porter, from the National Guard, also
enlisted from one of those four states, since the
third number of his serial number is 5.

NOTICE
The following Epson Stylus NX300 printer ink
cartridges are available for free to any MCGS
member who would like them:
2 black
2 magenta
1 yellow
1 cyan

5 = Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio, West Virginia
6 = Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin
7 = Colorado, Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota,
Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, South
Dakota, Wyoming
8 = Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico,
Oklahoma, Texas

If wanted, contact Jerry Bloom at 920-559-7440,
or email at jerrybloomstephenson@gmail.com.
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WEB ADDRESS:
http://mcgensociety.org

MCGS Board of Directors - 2016
President
Vice-President
Treasurer
Asst. Treasurer
Membership
Secretary
Programs

John Sheppard
Peggy Gonsalves
Cindy Sheppard
Karen Peterson
Jean Gray
Donna DuBois
Margaret Gray

Committees:
Sunshine Chair
Public Relations
Volunteer Coordinator
Library Liaison
Library Acquisitions
Calling Tree
Hospitality
Journal Editors
Website “Masters”

Jean Gray
Walter Bruetsch
Jean Gray
Shirley Pizziferri/Richard Riley
Shirley Pizziferri
Jean Gray
Lynne Jensen
Karen Benson/Walter Bruetsch
Walter Bruetsch and Kathy Teter

Martin County Genealogical Society membership meetings
are held the third Friday of each month at 1 p.m. Guests
are welcome. There is a short business meeting preceding
a program.
[E-mail: mcgsfl@gmail.com]

We’re on the Web!

.

Welcome New MCGS Members:
We hope you take the time to seek out our
newest MCGS members the next time you are
at a monthly meeting or see them in the
Genealogy Room. Warm welcomes to:
Judy Browning
Paulette Conlon
Hartford Inlow
Brian McGlothin

Melissa McGlothin
Norma Reubert
William Ulevich
Jeanne Waldrop

Annual Membership Dues are $20 for individuals
and $25 for a family or organization.
The Genealogy Journal is usually published
four times a year and distributed via e-mail in
March, June, September and December.

See us at:

http://mcgensociety.org

Suggestions and contributions are always welcomed.

