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President‟s Corner
by Lee Vought, President
I wish all a good vacation/summer and I look forward to a fall season full of
genealogical research success!!
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"A man's story
is all he has,
and through
his story he
lives forever".
from
Viking Tale,
Beowulf.

Speaker Ginny Schilt and MCGS President Lee Vought are enjoying a pause
before the presentation on 20 May 2011. Thanks, Ginny. You gave very interesting and helpful research tips in your talk, entitled “Crossing the Ocean”.
Photo submitted by Walt Bruetsch.

MCGS Speaker‟s Bureau
The Speaker‟s Bureau of Martin County Genealogy Society is being updated.
If you would like to be a part of it, please contact Reba Shepard at
Rshepfl@bellsouth.net. Topics and speakers will be listed and distributed to
local organizations. Here is your chance to help publicize Martin County Genealogical Society.
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Calendar of Events
June
 17 - FRIDAY - MCGS Monthly Members Meeting - 1 - 3 PM
at the John F. Armstrong Wing of the Blake Library.
Program: “Why you Should Preserve your Photo Memories”:
by Suzanne Woodie, Preservation Specialist. Come early and
bring your old photos. She will scan them for you (no
charge!) on her personal equipment.
 18 - SATURDAY - Workshop - 10 AM to 12 Noon - Morgade
Library on Salerno Road, Anderson Room. Topic: “Using
Census In Your Genealogy Research”. Reba Shepard,
presenter. Send an email to mcgsfl@gmail.com to sign up for
the class. Please put “Computer Tips Class” in the Subject
box. With this smaller room, if too many people sign-up, we'll
schedule a repeat class.

July
 2 - SATURDAY – MCGS and Daughters of the American
Revolution - Halpatiokee Chapter– 10 AM to 12 Noon.
MCGS and the DAR-Halatiokee Chapter members will be in
the Genealogy Room at the Blake Library to assist people
researching ancestors who were American Revolutionary War
patriots.

August

Reba Shepard. Send an email to mcgsfl@gmail.com to sign
up for the class. Please put “Military Records Class” in the
Subject box.

October
 1 - SATURDAY – MCGS and Daughters of the American
Revolution - Halpatiokee Chapter– 10 AM to 12 Noon.
MCGS and the DAR-Halatiokee Chapter members will be in
the Genealogy Room at the Blake Library to assist people
researching ancestors who were American Revolutionary War
patriots.
 21 - FRIDAY - MCGS Monthly Members Meeting - 1 - 3 PM
at the John F. Armstrong Wing of the Blake Library.
Program: “Using Census in Your Research” by MCGS
member Reba Shepard.

 22 - SATURDAY - Workshop - 10 AM to 12 Noon - Location
to be determined. Topic: "Social Networking" with Sandy
Larsen. Learn about the new ways to communicate with other
genealogical researchers. Send email to mcgsfl@gmail.com to
sign up for the class. Please put “Social Net Class” in the
Subject box.

November

 6 - SATURDAY – MCGS and Daughters of the American
Revolution - Halpatiokee Chapter– 10 AM to 12 Noon.
MCGS and the DAR-Halatiokee Chapter members will be in
the Genealogy Room at the Blake Library to assist people
researching ancestors who were American Revolutionary War
patriots.

 5 - SATURDAY – MCGS and Daughters of the American
Revolution - Halpatiokee Chapter– 10 AM to 12 Noon.
MCGS and the DAR-Halatiokee Chapter members will be in
the Genealogy Room at the Blake Library to assist people
researching ancestors who were American Revolutionary War
patriots.

 14-19 - SUNDAY thru FRIDAY - IAJGS International
Conference on Jewish Genealogy - Washington DC. If
interested, contact them at www.DC2011.org or email
info@DC2011.org

 18 - FRIDAY - MCGS Monthly Members Meeting - 1-3PM at
the John F. Armstrong Wing of the Blake Library. Program:
"Searching for my Swiss Ancestors" by Walt Bruetsch. We
will be holding the election of 2012's Board of Directors: We
need a quorum, so members please attend!

September
 3 - SATURDAY – MCGS and Daughters of the American
Revolution - Halpatiokee Chapter– 10 AM to 12 Noon.
MCGS and the DAR-Halatiokee Chapter members will be in
the Genealogy Room at the Blake Library to assist people
researching ancestors who were American Revolutionary War
patriots.
 7-10 WEDNESDAY thru SATURDAY - Federation of
Genealogical Societies - Springfield, Illinois. Annual
conference. Check website www.fgs.org for details and to
register.
 16 FRIDAY - MCGS Monthly Members Meeting - 1 - 3 PM at
the Cummings Library in Palm City, Donahue Room.
Program: “Heraldry and your Coat of Arms” by Norma
Reupert, Vice Regent Halpatiokee Chapter DAR and
President Colonial Dames.
 17 - SATURDAY - Workshop- 10 AM to 12 Noon - Location to
be determined. -“Using Military Records in your Research” by

Genealogy Room at the Blake Library
Monday through Friday - 10 AM to 4 PM
MCGS volunteers are available for free assistance.
DNA SIG* and Germanic SIG* - Persons with a question can
contact Walt Bruetsch, 772-220-1638 or email him at
waltbruetsch@usa.net. Help is on a one-on-one basis.
New England SIG* and Irish SIG* – Persons with a question
can contact Lee Vought at eleevought@aol.com.
All these events are always FREE and OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.
Everyone is welcome! Visit the MCGS Web site
http://mcgensociety.org for more information.
*SIGS are Special Interest Groups made up of MCGS members and
guests who meet to discuss ways of improving their personal
genealogical search methods, and to find new helpful tools and
resources. They also provide help to NON-MEMBERS who have an
interest in learning how to research their genealogy.

http://mcgensociety.org
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Gen Room Musings
by Shirley Pizziferri
It is the practice of the Martin County Library System to buy a book, with funds from the Friends of
the Library, each time a volunteer reaches 100
hours of volunteer time.
Recently, a book titled Crash Course in Family History by Paul Larsen was purchased in the name of
Donna Markowitz, a Genealogy Room volunteer,
and placed in the genealogy section of the Blake
main library. This book lends itself to being taken
out by patrons and studied at home and, therefore, does not necessarily belong in the Genealogy
Room where books are not allowed to be taken
out. So, be sure to look it up and take advantage
of this “quirk” in the system that can be to your
advantage. There are several other books geared
toward the beginning genealogist that are held in
the main library. This particular one is especially
helpful. Sandy McDonnell says this book is “chock
full of useful information on what to look for and
where to find it. This book is a must for both beginners as well as „old pros‟.”
In the future, we will ensure the library staff is
provided with a Wish List of books that we would

like to have added to our library. They assured us
they would choose future selections from our list.
I'd like to thank everyone who's spending volunteer time in the Gen. Room over the summer and
encourage others to spend time there in case any
new people come in and need to be greeted.

New Book(s) Campaign Update
The MCGS Library Liaison Chairman has purchased the series of books that are essential to
the research of early Virginia families. The series
is entitled “Adventures of Purse and Person Virginia, 1607-1624/5 and is in its fourth edition. Volume 1 covers family surnames A thru F; Volume
2 covers G-P, and Volume 3, R-Z.
We invite you to look through these books that
are currently sitting in the new book rack between
the two computer stations in the Gen. Room.
Thanks to Jerry Bloom, DAR - Halpatiokee Chapter, Donna Markowicz and Colleen Kimball who
were among the donators to make this possible.

Entries being accepted for Pinellas Genealogist2011

Family History Writing Competition
Pinellas Genealogist, quarterly journal of Pinellas Genealogy Society (PGS), is accepting entries for the annual Family
History Writing Competition from members and non-members of the Society. Entries should be based on the author’s research of a family history or a genealogical account of family lines and lives, discussing the steps followed and
the conclusions that resulted from the research. Entries may be original, unpublished papers or published papers. If
previously published, please submit permission to reprint from the original publisher along with the entry.
Prizes will be awarded to three submissions selected by our judges:
First prize—$50 Second prize—$30 Third prize—$20
The winning entries will be announced in the winter issue of Pinellas Genealogist. All entries must be received no later
than 31 October 2011.
See the competition rules on the PGS web site at <http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flpgs/>.

http://mcgensociety.org
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Ask Your Genealogist…

for decades. Now the same organization is assembling technical information on a new web site with
the purpose of providing helpful information to
you and to everyone else interested in genealogy.
The following announcement was written by FamilySearch:

We are considering adding a
new column in your Journal
that will help you, and potentially interest others.
Do you have a general
question about genealogy
or in your research that
we can help you with?
Email your question(s)
to us at your editor‟s address of: jerrybloom@fales.org and we will put your answer here
in next issue by our “team” of experienced genealogists from MCGS.
Here are some ideas/suggestions to ask:
Where can I find blank forms for the different US Census records?
Where can I find the “favorite sites” suggested by MCGS?
What is the “best kept secret” of miscellaneous data in the “vertical” file” in the Genealogy Room?
Question from you (?)

Have you checked out our website lately?
Comments? Suggestions? We’d love to
hear from you. http://mcgensociety.org

The following article is from Eastman's Online Genealogy Newsletter and is copyright by Richard W.
Eastman. It is re-published here with the permission
of the author. Information about the newsletter is
available at http://www.eogn.com.
June 08, 2011

New FamilySearch TechTips Website
Brings Together Genealogy
and Technology
I believe this is a major announcement. As readers of this newsletter already know, using technology is not necessary to research one's family
tree but it certainly can help! FamilySearch has
been involved in providing genealogy information

Genealogy has been a popular hobby for over a
century, but the pursuit of one‟s ancestors is now
a decidedly technology-intensive endeavor. To
help family historians take advantage of the latest
technology, FamilySearch has launched a new
section on its FamilySearch.org website called
FamilySearch TechTips.
The goal of TechTips is to continue building a
bridge between the developing worlds of technology and genealogy, according to FamilySearch
product marketing manager Jim Ericson.
“For someone who is already excited about family
history, FamilySearch TechTips can introduce
them to technologies that will help them climb
their family tree,” Ericson said. “Those who may
not be familiar with genealogy, but are technology
enthusiasts, can learn how products can be applied to family history.”
Ericson said visitors to FamilySearch TechTips can
read about a variety of subjects, such as how to
store photographs for the long term, what mobile
applications are available for family historians,
how to share files and how to scan images. The
site also contains step-by-step guides to help users accomplish a technology-related task, like how
to join an online research community and why.
FamilySearch TechTips is a community effort that
is a cross between a blog and an online technology magazine. Anyone can contribute articles and
share their personal experiences. The TechTips
articles don‟t endorse specific products, although
they may mention what is available in the marketplace. There will also be content on new technology or trends that impact the world of genealogy.
“People can learn where genealogy technology is
headed and how technology may evolve in the future to make life easier for family historians,”
Ericson said.
The new TechTips section of FamilySearch is
available at
https://www.familysearch.org/techtips/.

http://mcgensociety.org
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This „n That…
Lynn Werner, who used to do
the scheduling of the rental
rooms for the Library System
is moving. The library hosted
a farewell party for her this
week. We'll miss her. She was
good to MCGS on scheduling.
Happy 90th Birthday to MCGS
President Lee Vought‟s husband Kimber.
Sandy McDonnell says, “I will
be moving to Ohio sometime
this summer. I will be back in
January for a month or three,
but will no longer be available
for mentoring, room volunteer,
etc. The next few months will
be very busy for me — getting
my condo ready for sale, getting Ohio ready, etc.”
The MCGS greatly appreciated
every thing Sandy has done for
the Society! We will miss her
expertise on Family Tree Maker
and designing the nice posters
that we have used to promote
the Society. We wish you the
best, Sandy!
Check out a new website the
next time you‟re sitting with a
few minutes to spare. Walt
Bruetsch added our MCGS site
name to a few categories at
http://wiki.familysearch.org.
Enter in the search engine:
Martin County, Florida.
Congratulations to MCGS
member Jim Ringo and his new
bride on their marriage last
month.
We still have lots of used
books for sale. Check out the
rack on the top of bookshelves

on the left side of the room as
you enter the doorway. Suggested prices are on sheets of
paper inserted in each book.

Recycling works!
Recently, Walt Bruetsch said,
“I submitted 10 used printer
cartridges to Office Depot yesterday. Also emptied out the
"can" in the Gen. room; it had
over 10 [used computer printer
cartridges] inside.
“Also, I cashed out a $4.00
Staples rewards yesterday.
That off-sets a $4 cost for coffee for MCGS refreshments.”
A $16.00 Rewards Coupon was
“cashed in” to cover a portion
of printing costs for this
quarterly Journal at Office
Depot, too. Thanks to all who
continue to turn in your empty
printer ink cartridges.
From the Palm Beach Genealogical
Society, Ancestry Bulletin, October
2010:

DNA is another tool for
genealogical research, one that
can take you much farther
back in time and tell you what
group of people you descend
from.
But DNA can‟t tell you your
great grandfather‟s name, or
when and where he was born
or who he married or how
many children they had. To
find that out takes good old
genealogical research. It all
depends on your goal.
78% of Martin County Genealogical Society‟s current membership has opted to receive
the quarterly Journals via electronic means. Thanks for help-

ing save our printing costs. If
you wish to be added to that
list, contact Jerry Bloom at jerrybloom @fales.org or 772678-0343.
A Brick Wall Tumbles…
Karen Kerwin sent us a recent
email stating, “I want to
announce to the wonderful
MCGS that my family finally
had success in tracing our
roots to Laois (Lea sh), Ireland
thru the wonderful tracing
software of Ancestry.com
wherein they match up
inquiries for people searching
the same name. We found a
distant cousin in Colorado who
gave us the birthplace of our
great grandfather... I am now
content! Thanks!
Karen Kerwin,
great granddaughter of
Lawrence Kerwin, Laois,
Ireland!
Speedy recovery wishes to
Dick Gidley after his recent fall
and resulting broken hip.

“Copy Store” Rewards:
Please bring all your used printer
ink cartridges to our meetings.
They will be turned in to Office
Max, Office Depot or Staples for
reward credits that are used to defer costs for
MCGS printing needs.
Look for the “Can” at the meeting
or in the Genealogy Room the next
time you come to Blake.
And thanks....
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My Genealogy Journey
by Edith W. Bradley
A request of the “Genealogy Journal” was for stories
about the members becoming involved with early family
genealoogy. There is usually something that gets one to
become interested in the families’ genealogy. Back
around 1954 my daughter Ellen had to make up a chart
showing the family background [for a school project].
Conferring with the Bradley grandparents, she was able
to make up a chart to fill the history requirement. My
interest then came forth.
One relative had looked into the Bradley background and
said I wouldn’t be able to fill in the line as an Indian had
been involved, with no recording available. Knowing the
town of Dalton, Massachusetts had been listed, I visited
that town office. There were no records available
because of a past fire. However, the town clerk brought
out some large (six in all) Selectmen’s books, placed
them on a desk. What could be found within one day?
The first book I just flipped through the pages - spotting
“some of the early settlers of Dalton”. Scanning that, I
came up with an Abner Beal Bradley - born 25 October
1801. That opened the whole line of Bradley’s. This, with
many letters, visits to nearby towns of Windsor,
Cunington, Ashfield and Florida, Massachusetts came
records of the many stories of the Bradley families.
These records included the Boston Tea Party where
English ships had the tea dumped into the harbor to avoid
paying taxes to England. This was part of the start of the
Revolutionary War. Those years followed on oto the
Bradley’s taking part in the Civil War. Their background
went as far back as the early landing in Dorchester,
Massachusetts on the boat “Mary and John”.

A society member, Evelyn Thacker of Hobe Sound spent
many days with me, working on all the details of my
Revolutionary War contacts in order to join the
Halpataiokee Daughters of the American Revolution.
This finally was achieved, June 1991.
My years of research included the Pioneer Valley
Memorial Association of Deerfield, Massachusetts,
Springfield, Massachusetts. A Genealogical Society in
Germany sent me a page from their telephone directory
that included the names of Wolframs. Dee Contaneo of
the Church of the Latter Day Saints of Palm City, Florida
and Amherst, Massachusetts also contributed.
To complete my eight family generations there still
remains my husband’s mother’s parents. They include
Garritt Lansing of Lansingburg, Rensealeur, Troy and
Albany, New York. His family came from the Netherlands
and had a connection with the Dutch Reformed Church.
His wife was Ellen Leahy who had come from Ireland.
Arlene Ackermann, Patty Kirk and Lynne Jensen, through
their computers have continued the search for me. There
is also a Fletcher side of the mother’s family. That has
not been found. Like the Lansing line, it has to be out
there somewhere.
Just recently, Lynne Jensen has located a John Bradley,
born 1578 in Glouster, Essex, England that came to
Dorchester, Massachusetts. He died in 1642 in
Dorchester. This opens up another whole generation of
Bradley’s. With genealaogy, it becomes a life long
project. So, keep with it.

Stories Wanted

This research took many years. It did not stop with only
the Bradley line. There were close family ties of Mather,
Wright, Wolfram, Phillips and Crowninshield’s. There are
some great stories with each of these families. I have
done albums of material on each of these.

How did you get started with your interest in Genealogy?
Who were your mentors? What interesting “facts” did you
uncover? How? Do you have
any hints in researching you’d
like to share?

We moved to Port Salerno, Floirda in 1985 after selling
our home at South Deerfield, Massachusetts. I became a
member of the Martin County Genealogical Society in
March of 1988. Martha Clements was President then,
with Peg Sheffield Vice President, Virginia Smith
Secretary, Pegi Martinez Treasurer and Lloyd Welker as
Member-at-large. 1992 saw Nancy Fuller following as
President - also in 1993 and 1994. In 1992 Larry
Shepard was responsible for the first issue of the Martin
County Newsletter.

Contact Jerry Bloom with your
story or idea. We are always
looking for interesting topics to
share with our members. She
can be reached at 678-0343
or jerrybloom@fales.org.

http://mcgensociety.org
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Casefile Clues for Beginners
The following article is from Eastman's Online Genealogy
Newsletter and is copyright by Richard W. Eastman. It is republished here with the permission of the author. Information
about the newsletter is available at http://www.eogn.com. Although there is a cost for the service, MCGS thought this might
be of interest to members. We do not have knowledge of the
actual value it contains for you.
Wednesday, May 11, 2011

In response to requests from readers and our
reader survey, we are going to start a beginning
level Casefile Clues on 8 June 2011. We are tentatively calling this twice a month publication Casefile Clues for Beginners. We'll be announcing more
about the title over the coming weeks.
This publication will be distributed as a PDF file
attachment. There will be no advertising in the
newsletter. It will contain:
1 beginning article focusing on a basic topic or source
1 beginning level article focusing on analysis or organizing 2-3 reader questions with
answers
One concept we'll discuss is safely taking from online family trees, including:
how to evaluate what you find in online
trees
using those "leaves" at Ancestry.com
determining when "suggestions" from online sites are "right" and "wrong"
We'll talk about the basics of sources and we'll
also look at ways to carefully interact with compiled information others have submitted. We won't
tell you to avoid the online trees altogether--that's
unrealistic. But we will tell you how not to confuse
yourself even more with them.
I will not write newsletter content, but will be directing and choosing topics and exercising editorial control. We won't overburden with theory or
citations, but that will be a part of the newsletter
content. Our goal is to help make you a better genealogist as you get beyond basic home and online sources. We'll see how you can get beyond
the online trees and avoid the pitfalls that trap
some just starting out. As with Casefile Clues,
our style will be down-to-earth, practical and yet
informative and educational.
This clipping was submitted by Virginia Streader.
It comes from the May 2011 issue of The Bunker
Banner, page 1848. Printed with permission from
the Bunker Family Association.

Visit their blog at http://casefilecluesbeginners.blogspot.com for additional details.

http://mcgensociety.org
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MCGS Board of Directors - 2011
President
Vice-President/Programs
Treasurer
Membership
Secretary
Member-at-Large
Committees:
Sunshine Chair
Education
Public Relations
Volunteer Coordinator
Co-Library Chair
Calling Tree
Hospitality
Website Administrator

Lee Vought
Reba Shepard
Walt Bruetsch
Jerry Bloom
Lee Vought
Shirley Pizziferri

n
Joanne Eggert
s
Reba Shepard
Walt Bruetsch
i
Donna Markowitz
Shirley Pizziferri
d and
Donna Markowitz
Pearl Dougherty
e
Donna Markowitz
Walt Bruetsch
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Annual Membership Dues are $20 for one and $25 for a
We’re
on
the
Web!
family & organization.
r
See us at:
The Genealogy http://mcgensociety.org
Journal is usually printed
y four times a year and
distributed at the March, June, September and December

Martin County Genealogical Society membership meetings
are held the third Friday of each month at 1 p.m. Guests
are welcome. There is a short business meeting preceding
a program.

Welcome Newest MCGS Members:
George Eagleson
Pamela K. Farley
Jackie Kegel
Louise Lucey
Robert Vacha

Be sure to look for them and greet them the next time
you see any of them at the MCGS General Meeting or
in the Genealogy Room at the Blake.
Annual Membership Dues are $20 and $25 for a family
or organization.
The Genealogy Journal is usually printed four times a
year and distributed at the March, June, September
and December MCGS meetings. Suggestions and
contributions are always welcomed.

MCGS meetings. Suggestions and contributions are always
welcomed.
http://mcgensociety.org
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