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The Jewish Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay Presents 
THE JOYS OF JEWISH FOLKLORE 

By Dr. Eleanor Wachs 
Sunday, June 8, 2014 

 

The Jewish Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay will meet at Gulf Coast     

Jewish Family and Community Services, 14041 Icot Blvd., Clearwater, Florida on 

Sunday June 8, 2014 at 2:00 PM for an illustrated presentation on “The Joys of 

Jewish Folklore” by Dr. Eleanor Wachs of Sarasota, Florida. A pre-session social 

with refreshments and library access begins at 1:30 PM. 

Jewish Family Folklore is not just old wives tales and recipes. It is how we  

express our family culture through personal narratives, proverbs, riddles, folk 

songs, and more.  It includes the tales, legends, and superstitions that exist among 

our Jewish ethnic population - the oral history of Jewish culture.  Dybbuks,       

golems, bubbemiesers and mystics are part of Jewish traditional culture.             

Dr. Eleanor Wachs weaves a tapestry of these myths in her illustrated presentation 

“The Joys Of Jewish Folklore”.  She will talk about what comprises Jewish family   

folklore and how you can collect your own family folklore.   

Dr. Wachs is a Sarasota based folklorist-ethnographer who has conducted field 

research in over 20 ethnic communities, worked collaboratively on major national 

and state folklife festivals, published in the field and taught folklore and oral     

history courses at Brown University, the University of Massachusetts, Tufts     

University and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.  Since moving to    

Florida more than 10 years ago, she has been associated with Folklife Cultural  

Resources (FCR), a non-profit organization devoted to bringing folk arts to the 

general public in the form of festivals, exhibits, publications, and public           

presentations.   

We are pleased to have such an eminently qualified Folklorist/Ethnographer as 

Dr. Wachs to enlighten us on “The Joys of Jewish Folklore”.  This is a program 

you should not miss – a different aspect of Jewish genealogy.  Guests are          

welcome, and there is no charge to attend.  For information about the Jewish     

Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay, call Bruce Hadburg at 727-796-7981. 
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The following article is from Eastman's Online Genealogy Newsletter and is copyright by Richard W.                     

Eastman. It is re-published here with the permission of the author. Information about the newsletter is      

available at http://www.eogn.com. 
 

How to Request Copies of Microfilm Images, Book Pages, CDs, Marriage, Death or Birth   
Certificates, Wills and/or Deeds from FamilySearch 

FamilySearch has slightly reworded the policy for patrons who are requesting copies from the   
Family History Library in Salt Lake City, Utah. Here is the summation: 

"All requests for information copied from films, book pages, CDs, marriage, death or birth certifi-
cates, wills and/or deeds, etc. will be copied in digital format and emailed to patrons in a zipped PDF 
or JPG file format. There is no charge for this service if we are able to email the information to        
patrons." 

You can read more in an article by Merrill White in the FamilySearch Blog athttp://goo.gl/moULsS. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

The following article was submitted by Bill Israel. 

   The Myth of Names Changed at Ellis Island 
 

A myth persists that government officials on Ellis Island compelled immigrants to take new names against 
their wishes. In fact, no historical records bear this out. Federal immigration inspectors were under strict    
supervision and were more interested in preventing inadmissible aliens from entering the country (for which 
they were held accountable) than in assisting them in trivial personal matters such as altering their names. 
The inspectors used the passenger lists given to them by the steamship companies to process each          
foreigner. These were the sole immigration records for entering the country and were prepared not by the 
U.S. Bureau of Immigration but by steamship companies such as the Cunard Line, the White Star Line, the 
North German Lloyd Line, the Hamburg-Amerika Line, the Italian Steam Navigation Company, the Red Star 
Line, the Holland America Line, and the Austro-American Line. The Americanization of many immigrant fami-
lies' surnames was for the most part adopted by the family after the immigration process, or by the second or 
third generation of the family after some assimilation into American culture. However, many last names were 
altered slightly due to the disparity between English and other languages in the pronunciation of certain     
letters of the alphabet."   
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THE UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA JUDAICA LIBRARY  

The University of Florida Library has recently launched a new database, The Ethnic 
Newspapers from Florida collection (http://ufdc.ufl.edu/ethnicnews), which includes all 
of the issues of the longstanding Florida Jewish newspaper, The Jewish Floridian.  

The digital collection of The Jewish Floridian comprises 5551 issues containing a 
wealth of historical, social, economic and genealogical information.  

The best  way of searching these papers is by clicking on the “Text Search” tab and 
writing search terms in the text search box. It is also always important to click the “go” 
button (clicking “enter” does not work). These are the key searching tips! 
 

Here is a link to the online presentation about the collection:           
http://seflin.adobeconnect.com/p7yt5wgca43/  
 

We would also really appreciate feedback through our survey:           
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/GSQFW6K 



 
News Briefs from  
Jan Meisels Allen 

Chairperson, IAJGS Public Records Access Monitoring Committee 

 
• The blog, The Ancestor Hunt, by Ken Marks, published a list of Canadian historical newspapers 

by province.  Rather than list them all here I refer you to the blog post which is free access and 
for to access this posting no need to register. 

 Go to: http://tinyurl.com/knm7hkl 
 Original url: http://www.theancestorhunt.com/1/post/2014/04/canada-online-historical-

newspaper-links.html#.U15821dlhVJ 

  Included are tutorials for four of the provinces. 

  While on the blog click on “For popular articles” as Ken has a number of postings that may be of 
interest. You can subscribe at no charge. I had not known about this blog until I read about it in 
Genea-Musings blog by Randy Seaver. 

• Newspaper research is a great genealogical resource. For those researching Illinois this online 
collection may be of assistance.  The University of Illinois Digital Newspaper Collection is avail-
able to search for free. The collection contains 45 newspaper titles, 91,876 issues comprising 
1,123,839 pages and 7,192,803 articles. When I searched by date it appears they have some 
papers starting in 1832 and the collection goes through early 2011. The following collections are 
available: 

     The Illinois Digital Newspaper Collection (IDNC) contains digital facsimiles of historic Illinois 
newspapers. 

 The Farm, Field and Fireside collection contains digital facsimiles of historic agricultural      
newspapers published in the United States. 

      The American Popular Entertainment collection contains digital facsimiles of historic newspapers 
and trade journals published for the entertainment industry in the US from 1853 to 1929. 

     The Collegiate Chronicle is a prototype student newspaper repository aggregating newspapers 
from colleges and universities across the USA. 

  To search the collection go to: http://idnc.library.illinois.edu/ 

• I recently posted about Ken Marks and his blog the Ancestor Hunt as he had links to Canadian 
historical newspapers.  Now he has a link to free Austria Historical Newspapers from the         
National Library of Austria: http://anno.onb.ac.at/.   

 If you go to his blog (  http://tinyurl.com/kc5opko    
 original url:http://www.theancestorhunt.com/1/post/2014/04/research-free-austria-historical-

newspapers.html#.U2K6wFeWqSg ) 

 he has a video that demonstrates the navigation of this site. The site is in German, the video in 
English. The collection has over 2 million pages available online with full text search for the years 
1700 - 1875 and browsing capability for more pages and years. You can search by newspaper, 
place or surname.  

          Continued on page 4 
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News Briefs continued 
 

• Ken Marks on his blog The Ancestor Hunt has an area on Jewish American Historical Newspa-
pers. Most are free sites, some require registration, some may only be used through a library 
that has a ProQuest Historical Newspaper subscription, and he mentions a few that are available 
only with subscriptions to paid sites.  Go to: http://tinyurl.com/m5yojk7 

 Original url: http://www.theancestorhunt.com/1/post/2014/01/find-your-ancestors-in-historic-
jewish-american-newspapers.html#.U2PhD1eWqSh 

 Ken also mentions some additional sources that may be of interest—these are just two        
mentioned: 

 Compact Memory is a digital collection of 118 Jewish periodicals from German-speaking coun-
tries, 1806-1938. All in German. 

 The Historical Jewish Press has a collection of 45 publications (most not from America). Included 
are Jewish newspapers published in various countries, languages, and time periods. 

  Ken also has links to US Historical Newspapers online— go to: http://tinyurl.com/lprjnjs 

 Original url: http://www.theancestorhunt.com/1/post/2014/04/united-states-online-historical-
newspaper-links.html#.U2Pg-leWqSg 

 He lists the newspapers by state.  

 I have no affiliation with Ken or his blog—and as I wrote last week, I just learned about the blog 
and so far he has some great newspaper sources which I have shared with you. 

———————————————————————————————————————————— 
 

34th IAJGS International Conference on Jewish Genealogy 
Salt Lake City, Utah 

July 27 - August 1, 2014  
 

The 34th IAJGS Conference in Salt Lake City this summer will offer  over 250 sessions, including 
many new sessions for all levels and  interests. The full conference program is now available for you 
to  review at http://conference.iajgs.org/2014/program.cfm. 
 

You can now register to attend the conference in person, participate across the Internet via IAJGS 
LIVE!, or to do both. Early registration fees will be available until May 31st. 
 

When you register you will be able to reserve a seat for various additional fee items, such as    
Breakfasts with the experts, computer labs, SIG luncheons, the Gala Awards Banquet and a bus 
tour to Ancestry's headquarters in Provo. If you have already registered, you can now update your 
registration with these items. 
 

Consider signing up for the Conference blog and digest for ongoing information about the confer-
ence. Additionally the home page of the conference website, www.iajgs2014.org contains the latest 
conference news. 
 

Hope to see you in SLC! 

 
Hal Bookbinder, Banai Feldstein and Ken Bravo, Conference co-chairs 
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Dr. Thomas W. Jones, CG, CGL, FASG 
(author of Mastering Genealogical Proof) 

Saturday, October 4, 2014 

Tampa, Florida 

 

“The Proof is in the Puzzle” 
 

When Sources Don’t Agree, Then What? 

Organizing Evidence to Overcome Record Shortages 

Finding “Unfindable” Ancestors 

How to Avoid Being Duped by the Internet 

 

An all-day seminar sponsored by the 

Florida Genealogical Society (Tampa) 
 

Seminar location: University of South Florida, Marshall Student Center 

All attendees will enjoy: morning coffee/tea, afternoon coffee/tea and cookies, a 

chance at a door prize 

Optional purchase (available to those who pre-register): a boxed lunch 

 

For more information as it becomes available, visit: 

fgstampa.org 
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JGSTB  

2014  MEETING SCHEDULE 
Programs are subject to change due to unforeseen circumstances. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATE 

 

TOPIC 

 

 

PRESENTER 

JUNE 8 THE JOYS OF JEWISH FOLKLORE DR. ELEANOR WACHS 

SEPTEMBER 14 DISCOVERING MY POLISH ROOTS KIM EISLER 

OCTOBER 12 HOLOCAUST RESEARCH URSZULA SZCZEPINSKA 

NOVEMBER 9 TBD TBD 

DECEMBER 14 ANNUAL MEETING - SOCIAL ALL 
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IAJGS Alerts 
Jan Meisels Allen, Chairperson 

IAJGS Public Records Access Monitoring Committee 
 

• I posted about the New York State Surrogate Court Chief Justice Prudenti issuing an order   
restricting public access to records included in probate files I stated that there had not been a 
chance for public input. I have since learned that the New York area legal community was 
aware of a draft proposal in the fourth quarter of 2013. While the legal community was aware of 
the proposal, evidently most if not all of the genealogy community was not aware of the        
proposal. In reading some of the statements submitted by different legal groups it is apparent 
that the impetus for this order was the concern of a significant misuse of personal identifying 
and financial information contained in the type of documents that the order involves.  

• Effective January 1, 2014 the charges for vital records in California and Iowa have increased. 
California  The fee for obtaining a certified copy of a birth certificate increased from $20 to $25, 
for a death certification from $16 to $21, for a fetal death certificate from $13 to $18, and for a  
marriage certificate from $14 to $15. This effects whether you order a vital record from the state 
or a county office. For more information on the fee structure for the state go to: 
http://www.cdph.ca.gov/certlic/birthdeathmar/Pages/Fees.aspx . The fee increases are part of  
legislation enacted in 2011 [AB 1053], Chapter 402 of the laws of 2011, that set fee increases 
for 2012, 2013, and 2014.  

 Iowa The fee for obtaining a certified copy of a vital record (birth, marriage, divorce) increased 
from $15 per record to $20 per record making all vital records fees increased to $20. For more  
information go to: https://www.idph.state.ia.us/apl/health_statistics.asp 

• As previously posted to this information list, the recently enacted Bi-Partisan Budget bill signed 
into law by President Obama on December 26 requires the Secretary of the Department of 
Commerce to establish rules for a fee-based system certification program for all persons       
desiring access to D Death Master File [DMF] (commercial version known as the Social        
Security Death Index-SSDI) data for any deceased individual within three years of death. 

     The stipulated categories under which persons may be certified do not include genealogists, 
however, the genealogical community is trying to have a certain categories of genealogists who 
are under contract for specific research with government and law firms to be certified. To read 
about the current limited categories that might be eligible for certification go to: 
http://www.ntis.gov/products/ssa-dmf.aspx 

  Until a certification program has been established, user access to the DMF will continue without 
interruption under the existing process. 

  If you are interested in this and wish to receive free notices about the progress that is being 
made to establish the system to comply with the “Restriction on Access to the Death Master 
File” (Section 203) of the Budget Act of 2013, send your email address to jhounsell@ntis.gov . 
He will put you on the subscription list for the announcements.  

            Continued on page 9 
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IAJGS Alerts continued 
• US Archivist David S. Ferriero announced on his blog: AOTUS 

(http://blogs.archives.gov/aotus/?p=5417 )  the first of National Archives’ new strategic goals is to 
“Make Access Happen”─a goal to provide U.S. citizens with easier and faster access to materials 
held at the National Archives and Records Administration. Today, access increasingly means digital, 
online access. Some of the goals:  

 1. To complete the description of the National Archives online catalog—currently at 83% 

 2. To accelerate the processing of analog and digital records to quickly make National Archives 
 records available to the public 

 3. To change the conversation around digitization by discussing issues including prioritizing  the 
 work, what to do to update strategies, and how pilot new ways, such as working with citizen     
 archivists. 
  To read the strategic plan go to: http://tinyurl.com/lkrmqnn      Original url: 
          http://www.archives.gov/about/plans-reports/strategic-plan/2014/nara-strategic-plan-2014-2018.pdf 
  You can subscribe to the AOTUS blog by going to the url in the first line above--and giving  them 
 your email address. 

• As part of establishing the certification program mandated under Section 203 of the Bipartisan 
Budget Act of 2013 (Pub. L. 113-67), a “Limited Access Death Master File Subscriber Certification 
Form” constituting a proposed information collection The National Technical Information Service 
(NTIS) submitted to the Office of  Management and Budget (OMB) for clearance under the emer-
gency provisions of the Paperwork  Reduction Act (44 U.S.C. Chapter 35)(PRA). 

  The form may be found at: 
http://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/DownloadDocument?documentID=458185&version=0 . 

  More information may be found at the OMB site: 
http://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/PRAViewICR?ref_nbr=201403-0692-001#section2_anchor 

  Note that the form posted is for Paperwork Reduction Act  clearance purposes only. It is not to be 
submitted to nor will it be accepted by the NTIS. 

  Written comments and recommendations for the proposed information collection should be sent by 
March 24, 2014 to OIRA_Submission@omb.eop.gov  or fax no. (202) 395-5806. 

  To read this notice go to: http://www.ntis.gov/products/ssa-dmf.aspx 

• In my posting dated February 22 regarding Library and Archives Canada Series on Immigration and 
Citizenship I inadvertently put the link to the first blog twice. Below is the corrected posting.  Thank 
you to Bruce Brown for pointing this out: 

  The Library and Archives Canada [LAC] Blog published their second in a series on immigration and 
citizenship sources that they holds. This second part explains how to find arrivals between 1865 and 
1935. Passenger lists include such information as the country your ancestor came from, his or her 
occupation and the intended destination in Canada. To view this blog go to: 
 http://tinyurl.com/leoksbm 

 Original url: http://thediscoverblog.com/2014/02/20/immigration-and-citizenship-records-at-lac-did-
your-ancestor-arrive-in-canada-between-1865-and-1935/ 

 The first blog post in the series on validating arrivals pre 1865 may be read at: 
 http://tinyurl.com/mr9z67j    Original url: 

 http://thediscoverblog.com/2014/01/09/validating-your-ancestors-arrival-in-canada-before-1865/   For 
information on the immigration and citizenship resources at LAC go to : 
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/genealogy/022-908.002-e.html 

 Canadian arrivals after 1935 are in the custody of the immigration and citizenship located at: 
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/index.asp 



 

 

Upcoming Meetings of Our Sister Societies 

 
 

                Jewish Genealogical Society of Southwest Florida 
The Jewish Genealogical Society of Southwest Florida currently meets the  

third Sunday of the month during November—May  
at Kobernick House, 1951 North Honore Avenue, Sarasota, Florida 34235.     

 

To learn more about JGS, visit www.jgsswf.org.  

 

 

Suncoast Genealogy Society, Inc.  
meets the fourth Saturday of the month at 2 PM at the  

Palm Harbor Library   2330 Nebraska Ave. in Palm Harbor, FL.  

    June 28 2-4:30 PM Topic to be announced 

 

   

 Pinellas Genealogy Society 
Meets at 11 AM on the 3rd Saturday of every month at the  

Largo Library   120 Central Park Dr.  Largo, FL 

Phone: 727 586-7410 

www.rootsweb.com/~flpgs 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

NOTE: There are many interesting websites listed in  

the articles in this newsletter. Check the various websites  

in the articles throughout this issue to get additional  

information pertaining to each article.   
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Officers: 
President: Bruce Hadburg     bhadburg@tampabay.rr.com 

1st Vice President: Sally Israel  sisrael@tampabay.rr.com  

2nd Vice President: Barry Pitegoff barryp227@gmail.com 

Secretary: Carol Jaffe      cmjaffe@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Linda Zolinsky  alligator0005@gmail.com 
       

 Committee Chairs: 

Hospitality: Tom & Janet Dixon  tdixon11@verizon.net 

Librarian: Chris Burkhart   chris.burklund@fpcg.net 

Library Acquisitions: Emil Isaacson   eisaacs1@tampabay.rr.com  

Membership:  Barry Pitegoff   barryp227@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor: Natalie Armitage     nrarmitage@centurylink.net  

Programs: Bill Israel   wisrael.im56@gtalumni.org   

Publicity: Pete Tanner    peterdt1@yahoo.com   

Webmaster: Pete Tanner   peterdt1@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

If you would like to volunteer to help JGSTB, contact the Officers or Committee 
Chairs listed above. 

Food Bank Request 

 

When you arrive for meetings you may have noticed the bags and boxes of food in the hallway 
just past the reception desk. The Gulf Coast Jewish Family and Community Services operates 
a food bank for the benefit of those in need and our donations help make it possible for them 
to carry out their mission. If you are able to contribute non-perishable food, it will be greatly 
appreciated.  
 

Gulf Coast Jewish Family and Community Services provides JGSTB, at no cost, a meeting     
facility, a mail room, wifi Internet service, storage for our library and hospitality supplies and 
use of its audio-visual and computer equipment. The food donations requested are a small  
token of appreciation for all of that. 
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Jewish Genealogical Society of  Tampa Bay 
A 501(c)(3) Not-for-Profit Organization 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL 
 

Annual dues - $25  

Please make check payable to JGSTB.  Mail check and this completed Application to: 

Treasurer; Jewish Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay 
14041 Icot Blvd.; Clearwater, FL 33760 

 

DATE OF APPLICATION:   
 

NAME OF APPLICANT(S):  
 

MAILING ADDRESS (Street Address)  
 

         (City, State, ZIP):  

 

HOME TELEPHONE:   
 

ALTERNATE TELEPHONE (Cell/Business):   
 

E-MAIL:   
 

APPLICANT’S FAMILY NAMES AND LOCATIONS BEING RESEARCHED 
 

 
 

For further information contact Barry Pitegoff; barryp227@gmail.com; phone: 813 455-8001 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

DUES PAYMENT RECEIVED:  

 Date   

 Amount                                

 Payment in (cash or check #)     

 Received by    

SURNAME TOWN COUNTRY 
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JEWISH  GENEALOGICAL  SOCIET Y  OF  TAMPA  BAY  

 

We’re on the web! 
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~fljgstb/ 

 

 

The Jewish Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay meets on the 2nd Sunday of each month, 

except for the months of July and August. Meetings are held at the Gulf Coast Jewish 

Family and Community Services, 14041 Icot Blvd., Clearwater, Florida. Library access & 

pre-meeting social begin at 1:30 PM; the meeting is at 2:00 PM.  

 

JGSTB was founded in 1999 by a group of individuals in the greater Tampa Bay area who 

were interested in learning how to research their Jewish family roots. Anyone interested 

in learning how to do Jewish genealogical research is invited to attend our meetings. Be-

ginners as well as experienced researchers are welcome. An extensive library of books, 

maps, videos, CDs, periodicals and other materials on Jewish genealogy, as well as geneal-

ogy in general, is available for use by all members. Members may check out items to take 

home. A listing of the library contents can be viewed on our website. 

 

The JGSTB is a non-profit educational organization affiliated with the International    

Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies (IAJGS)—an independent non-profit        

umbrella organization coordinating the activities and annual conference of more than 80 

International and local Jewish Genealogical societies around the world. 

 

You can contact us by email at: jgstampabay@gmail.com 

 

The newsletter of the Jewish Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay (JGSTB) 

Bruce Hadburg, President  Email: bhadburg@tampabay.rr.com  Telephone: 727 796-7981 

Natalie Armitage, Editor   Email: nrarmitage@centurylink.net   Telephone: 352 341-5188 

Web page: http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~fljgstb/ 

Published quarterly in March, June, September and December 

Permission to reprint articles is granted providing credit is given to the author and JGSTB 
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