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Is this where you are in your 
family research? Do you feel 
you are walking in circles 
around that proverbial brick 
wall? 
 

Come to our June 9th meeting 
and you can ask for help. Emil 
Isaacson will answer your 
questions at the start of our 
meeting, and afterward you 
can do hands-on research with 
a club member to assist you! 
 

If you have a laptop, or iPad, 
please bring it with you. 

This could be YOU after our June meeting! 

Gulf Coast Jewish Family and 
Community Services 

14041 Icot Blvd 

Clearwater, Florida 

June 9, 2013 
 

Meeting 2 PM 
 

Library Access 
and Social 1:30 

 

Information: 

Janet Dixon 

727 736-3791 
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Emil Isaacson makes a point during his 
presentation of “Finding Your Grandma’s 
Immigration Record”, a 2-part seminar in 
February and March. 

Peter Summers discussed “Organizing Your 
Files: Paper and Electronic—Oy Vey, What a 
Mess!” at our April meeting. 

Elise Friedman presented a webinar on Genetic Genealogy at our May meeting. She gave an       
introduction to DNA basics and the types of DNA tests available for Genealogical purposes. DNA 
Test Kits were available at the meeting for those who want to do their DNA testing. 

Left: an overflow 
crowd filled the room 
for our May meeting. 

 

Right: Pete Tanner 
manages the webinar 
connection. 



Registration is now open for the 33rd IAJGS International Conference on Jewish Genealogy to be 
held in historic Boston on August 4-9 2013. For more information or to register, visit 
www.iajgs2013.org. 
 

The conference is the leading genealogy event of the year for people researching their family       
history. Experts will give 200 lectures, hands-on workshops and programs during the conference. 
 

Over 1000 researchers ranging from beginners to professional genealogists from all over the United 
States and around the world are expected to attend the conference in Boston. 
 

Attendees will have a special rate at the centrally located Boston Park Plaza Hotel 
(hotelinfo.iajgs2013.org). The rate will be in effect from July 29 to August 14, so consider spending 
extra time doing research or enjoying Boston and its wonderful vacation areas nearby.  For people 
who have never attended an IAJGS Conference, see this video, Passport to Your Past, to learn 
about the experience: video.iajgs2013.org. 
 

The International Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies (IAJGS) and the Jewish Genealogi-
cal Society of Greater Boston (JGSGB) are co-hosts of the conference. Co-chairs are Marlis     
Humphrey representing IAJGS and Jay Sage and Heidi Urich for JGSGB (chairs@iajgs2013.org) 
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The following articles are from Eastman's Online Genealogy Newsletter and are copyright by Richard W. Eastman. They 

are re-published here with the permission of the author. Information about the newsletter is available at 

http://www.eogn.com. 

Imperial War Museum and Brightsolid to bring                                                 

First World War Stories to Life Online 

The stories of eight million U.K. First World War soldiers are to be published online to mark 

the centenary of the war’s outbreak. An interactive digital project called Lives of the First 

World War, it will tell the story of the men and women who served in uniform and worked on 

the Home Front by bringing together records from museums, libraries, archives and family col-

lections across the world. The platform will go live later this year. 

Details may be found in The Courier at http://goo.gl/TYJnW. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

6 Best Free Genealogy Programs 

Joanna Maria has published a list of what she believes are the six best FREE genealogy pro-

grams. I am not sure if I agree exactly with her list or not, but I will agree with five of the six. 

The remaining one she listed is a program I have not used so I don't yet have an opinion about 

that one. The title of "best" is open for discussion but her list is a great starting point for that 

discussion. You can read Joanna Maria's list of the 6 Best FREE Genealogy Software at 

http://goo.gl/HqeOC.  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

DigiBaeck: a Free Digital Archive Documenting                              

500 Years of German-Speaking Jewish History 

The Leo Baeck Institute (LBI), a research library and archive devoted exclusively to docu-

menting the history of German-speaking Jewry, has completed the digitization of its entire ar-

chive, which now provides free online access to primary source materials encompassing five 

centuries of Jewish life in Central Europe.  
 

The project, named DigiBaeck (www.lbi.org/digibaeck), offers a digital gateway to LBI's 

growing collections. It already includes 3.5 million pages of material that ranges from the   

personal papers and photographs of luminaries like Albert Einstein and Moses Mendelssohn to 

letters, diaries, recipes, and other ephemera chronicling the lives of everyday people over five 

centuries. The collection encompasses documents in German and over a dozen other lan-

guages, and many pieces in the collection include English translations. 
 

You can read more about this new archive at 

http://www.germany.info/Vertretung/usa/en/__pr/GIC/2012/10/12LBIarchive.html. DigiBaeck 

is available at http://www.lbi.org/digibaeck  
 

My thanks to Judy Schneider for telling me about this new online resource. 



Locating Passenger Arrival Records 
Courtesy of Ancestry.com 

 

1. Estimate the Arrival Date 
The date of immigration can be found in a number of records including some census records (the U.S. Fed-
eral Censuses for 1900-1930 all ask for year of immigration), death records (often recorded "How long in the 
U.S.?" on death certificates), obituaries, and many other records and home sources. Often a combination of 
resources can help pin down the elusive dates. Using a combination of birth dates and birth locations, par-
ticularly among siblings in the family that immigrated, it is often possible to narrow the arrival date to within a 
few years. Include your estimated immigration date in your search on Ancestry.com to narrow your results to 
those that would apply. You can add +/- 1, 2, 5, or 10 years to give yourself a little wiggle room for rough esti-
mates. 
 

2. Gather Identifiers 
Sometimes the challenge isn’t so much finding your ancestor’s name in the records, as determining if it really 
is your ancestor. It’s helpful to compile a mini-profile of your ancestor based on the information you may find 
in the record. 

How old was your ancestor? Census records are also a good source for estimating age at the time of immi-
gration, as well as information from death records, tombstones, correspondence, marriage records, etc. 

What did he or she do? Some passenger lists will list occupations. While this information typically isn’t in-
dexed in passenger arrival records, in some cases it can be helpful in "thinning the herd" to focus on the most 
promising individual(s). 

Who might they have traveled with? Family structure can be helpful in locating families who traveled together, 
although it bears mentioning that it wasn't unusual for the head of the family or some family member to come 
over first and then send for the family later, once employment and a living space had been secured. 

It can also be handy to have a list of other surnames that have appeared with your ancestor. Witnesses and 
sponsors, neighbors, collateral relatives, and anyone whose name keeps popping up in conjunction with your 
ancestor, could turn up as travel companions who arrived with your ancestors. 
 

3. Learn Ethnic Names 
Our ancestor’s may not have traveled with the Americanized version of their name that we’re familiar with. 
Look for your ancestor’s given name in his native language.  

BehindTheName.com is helpful in finding some variants. For surnames, look for information online and in 
print publications that can teach you the ins and outs of surnames in the land of your ancestors. For example, 
the website PolishRoots.org has several articles and helpful resources on Polish surnames. 

Search the Internet for other similar sites for your ancestor’s background (e.g., German given names, Hun-
garian surnames, etc.) 
 

4. Check Multiple Ports 
The story of ancestors arriving through Ellis Island is a popular one and although New York was the port of 
choice for millions of immigrants, many traveled through Baltimore, Boston, Philadelphia, New Orleans, and 
other U.S. ports. In addition, for many years travel to Canada from Europe was cheaper and you may find 
that your ancestor took that route to the United States. Border Crossing records from Canada to the U.S. are 
available for the years 1895-1956, and Canadian Passenger Lists are available for 1865-1935. 
 

5. Don’t Stop Looking 
Don’t overlook the possibility that your ancestor may have made more than one trip. Sometimes—particularly 
in later years when steamships made the trip easier and faster—immigrants made several trips before finally 
settling in. 
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reVilna 
 

A new project –reVilna--an interactive digital mapping project on the Vilna 

Ghetto is now accessible online. 
  

reVilna is a digital mapping project dedicated to understanding how the resi-
dents of the Ghetto lived, how the ghetto functioned. The map includes over 
two hundred points of historical significance, and paired with hundreds of     

photographs, collected from archives all over the world.  

Go to: http://revilna.org/map.html. You can either explore the Ghetto on your 
own, or follow built-in narratives, including Resistance, Art & Culture, Judenrat, 
Health & Education formation and dissolution of the ghetto. reVilna is an inde-

pendent project in collaboration with YIVO. 
  

 Jan Meisels Allen 

IAJGS Vice President 

Chairperson, IAJGS Public Records Access Monitoring Committee 
  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Jewish Remittance Lists from World War I 
 

The American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (JDC) has expanded their 
free online collection of early remittance lists from the World War I period.     
Remittance lists are collections of names of people in Eastern Europe and Pales-
tine who received funds (or remittances) from relatives in the West. These are 
pdf versions of the original typed lists of who sent funds (the remitter - primarily 
from the US, often from New York) and who received funds (the payee - typically 

in Poland, Romania, Russia or Palestine).  
 

The information on the remitter includes name, address and the amount remit-
ted. The payee lists the name, the location of the payee and how many children 
where in the household (see sample image below). These lists are useful to 
check if you have Jewish ancestors from the New York region that may have sent 
money back to the old country as well as looking for Jewish relatives from      

Poland, Romania, Russian or Palestine during the World War I period.  
 

The website has many other lists associated primarily with refugees during and 

after World War II. Website address: http://archives.jdc.org/.  

Click the “Researchers” button to access the various lists. 

 



The following article is from Eastman's Online Genealogy Newsletter and is copyright by Richard W. Eastman. It is re-published 

here with the permission of the author. Information about the newsletter is available at http://www.eogn.com. 

Genetic Genealogy Plus for Adoptees 

The following announcement was written by Search Quest America:  

Searching for birth relatives can be difficult in some states and impossible in others 
using standard adoption search methods but Genetic Genealogy Plus breaks down 
the barriers set up by closed records. 
 

Search Quest America (SQA), a leader in reuniting families, is excited to announce 
Genetic Genealogy Plus, a new service for adoptees. This new service uses DNA and 
traditional genealogy research to find the family of adoptees with sealed records. Ge-
netic Genealogy Plus is offered by SQA through an affiliation with two leading DNA 
testing companies, Family Tree DNA and 23andMe. 
 

Searching for birth relatives can be difficult in some states and impossible in others 
using standard search methods but Genetic Genealogy Plus breaks down the barriers 
set up by closed adoption laws. With Genetic Genealogy Plus, adoptees can utilize 
the expertise of SQA in this new and exciting field. 
 

“We recognize our clients’ need to reconnect with missing family and are here to help! 
Genetic Genealogy Plus allows adoptees to find family despite sealed adoption files," 
said Susan Friel-Williams, CEO of SQA. “DNA testing has helped many adoptees 
confirm their roots and this new service will allow male and female adoptees to find 
their family with or without a surname.” 
 

In addition to searching for an immediate member of the birth family, the DNA tests 
will provide additional information to adoptees such as their ancestral origins, their 
distant biological family and the option to learn more about the genetic disease mark-
ers found in their DNA. 
 

SQA is a licensed investigative agency based in Cape Coral, Florida which special-
izes in one of the fastest growing forms of skip tracing – family search. Since the com-
pany was founded in 2008, over two thousand families have been reunited! 
 

Susan Friel-Williams and Lane Williams founded Search Quest America in 2008 to re-
unite birth parents and adoptees separated by adoption. SQA provides search ser-
vices which include locating missing persons, genealogy services, lost friends search, 
classmate searches and locating missing heirs. SQA also has post adoption search 
services available for agencies which conduct Intermediary Searches. Susan Friel-
Williams is one of the Florida representatives for the American Adoption Congress 
and is a member of the Florida Association of Licensed Investigators. She serves as a 
subject matter resource expert in adoption search and reunion issues for radio, print 
and television media.  
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JGSTB Library 
 

Our library lending policy is that books may be borrowed for one month and are 
to be returned the following month. If you have books signed out, please return 
them at the next meeting. Thank you! 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

Help Wanted: The Hospitality Committee needs your help. Volunteers are 
needed to help with set-up and/or cleanup at meetings, baking or purchasing 
treats for meetings, greeting guests and someone to sit at the front desk of the 
building until the start of the meeting. If you are able to volunteer some time, 
please contact Tom Dixon at 727 736-3791, or email to tdixon11@verizon.net or 
see Tom at the meeting. Your help will be greatly appreciated. 
 

Newsletter Submissions: If you have an article, suggestion, or a favorite website 
that you would like to share, please email the information to  
nrarmitage@centurylink.net. It will be much appreciated by all of us. 
 

Have you checked out our newly revamped website?  
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~fljgstb/ 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

FREE Live Streaming from the Southern California               
Genealogical Jamboree 

 

The Southern California Genealogical Jamboree is scheduled for June 7-9 in 
Burbank, California.  As in past years they are making select talks available to 
the public.  This year thanks to Ancestry.com they are offering live streaming 
available FREE to the public.  To review the list of programs available and to 
register for the session(s) go to http://genealogyjamboree.blogspot.com/ click 
on the hypertext link for the session and it will take you to where you register.  
The Southern California Genealogical Jamboree attracts over 1700 attendees 
from around the west and some points east and attracts major genealogical 
speakers. 

  

Jan Meisels Allen 

IAJGS Vice President 



 

 

Upcoming Meetings of Our Sister Societies 
 

 

                Jewish Genealogical Society of Southwest Florida   
 

No club meetings until November 2013. 

To learn more about JGS, visit www.jgsswf.org.  

 
Suncoast Genealogy Society, Inc.  

meets the fourth Saturday of the month at 2 PM at the  

Palm Harbor Library   2330 Nebraska Ave. in Palm Harbor, FL.  

 June 22:        Debbe Hagner “How to Use the New Family Search” 

 July 27:   “DNA” roundtable discussion of various Genetic Testing Programs 

 August 24:  Program to be announced 

 
Pinellas Genealogy Society 

Meets at 11 am on the 3rd Saturday of every month at the  

Largo Library   120 Central Park Dr.  Largo, FL 

Phone: 727 586-7410 

www.rootsweb.com/~flpgs 
 

 

 

 

Websites to Explore 
 

There are a number of interesting websites listed in the articles in this 
newsletter. Check for the various websites in the many articles through-

out this issue.  

 

Contributions to this section (or any section of this newsletter) are always 

welcome. 
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Jewish Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay 
 

Officers: 
President: Natalie Armitage 

1st Vice President: Vicki Adelson 

2nd Vice President: Janet Dixon 

Secretary: Betty Lou Rosen      

Treasurer: Linda Zolinsky 
       

Committee Chairs: 

Hospitality: Tom Dixon 

Librarian: Jocelyn Mandell 

Library Acquisitions: Emil Isaacson     

Membership: Richard Adelson      

Newsletter Editor: Natalie Armitage      
Programs: Vicki Adelson       

Publicity: Janet Dixon      
Webmaster: Pete Tanner 

 

Planning Committee:  
Lawrence Blum  

Rita Shapiro         

Jennifer Velt        

Plus the Officers & Committee Chairs 

Food Bank Request 

 

When you arrive for meetings you may have noticed the bags and boxes of food in the hallway 
just past the reception desk. The Gulf Coast Jewish Family and Community Services operates 
a food bank for the benefit of those in need and our donations help make it possible for them 
to carry out their mission. If you are able to contribute non-perishable food, it will be greatly 
appreciated.  
 

Gulf Coast Jewish Family and Community Services provides JGSTB, at no cost, a meeting     
facility, a mail room, wifi Internet service, storage for our library and hospitality supplies and 
use of its audio-visual and computer equipment. The food donations requested are a small  
token of appreciation for all of that. 

  

 

Looking for something to 
do?? 

 

 

Volunteer with JGSTB! We are    
always happy to have help. 
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Jewish Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay 
 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Annual dues - $25 - make check payable to JGSTB 

Mail check and application form to: 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay 

c/o Treasurer 
14041 Icot Blvd. 

Clearwater, FL 33760 
 

DATE OF APPLICATION:   
 

NAME OF APPLICANT:  
 

MAILING ADDRESS (street, city, zip):   
 

  

 

HOME TELEPHONE:   
 

BUSINESS TELEPHONE:   
 

E-MAIL:   
 

APPLICANT’S FAMILY NAMES AND LOCATIONS BEING RESEARCHED 

DUES PAYMENT RECEIVED:   Date    Amount     

 

 Payment in (cash or check #)   

 Received by   

  

For further information contact : 

jgstampabay@gmail.com 

SURNAME TOWN  COUNTRY 
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JEWISH  GENEALOGICAL  SOCIETY  OF  TAMPA  BAY  

 

We’re on the web! 
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~fljgstb/ 

 

 

The Jewish Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay meets on the 2nd Sunday of each month, 

except for the months of July and August. Meetings are held at the Gulf Coast Jewish 

Family and Community Services, 14041 Icot Blvd., Clearwater, Florida. Library access & 

pre-meeting social begin at 1:30 PM; the meeting is at 2:00 PM.  

 

JGSTB was founded in 1999 by a group of individuals in the greater Tampa Bay area who 

were interested in learning how to research their Jewish family roots. Anyone interested 

in learning how to do Jewish genealogical research is invited to attend our meetings. Be-

ginners as well as experienced researchers are welcome. An extensive library of books, 

maps, videos, CDs, periodicals and other materials on Jewish genealogy, as well as geneal-

ogy in general, is available for use by all members. Members may check out items to take 

home. A listing of the library contents can be viewed on our website. 

 

The JGSTB is a non-profit educational organization affiliated with the International    

Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies (IAJGS)—an independent non-profit        

umbrella organization coordinating the activities and annual conference of more than 80 

International and local Jewish Genealogical societies around the world. 

 

You can contact us by email at: jgstampabay@gmail.com 

 

The newsletter of the Jewish Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay (JGSTB) 

Natalie Armitage, Editor   Email: nrarmitage@centurylink.net   Telephone: 352 341-5188 

Web page: http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~fljgstb/ 

Published quarterly in March, June, September and December 

Permission to reprint articles is granted providing credit is given to the author and JGSTB 
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