
THE RESEARCHER 

 

June 10, 2012 Meeting Preview 
 

RESEARCH YOUR LITVAK ROOTS USING THE  

LITVAKSIG WEBSITE 

Presented by William E. Israel, LitvakSIG Board of Directors 
 

Mr. Israel’s talk will focus on how to make effective use of the       
LitvakSIG’s extensive set of websites and online data resources 
containing nearly 1.5 million records.  The LitvakSIG website is the 
primary Internet resource for Lithuanian-Jewish (“Litvak”) geneal-
ogy research worldwide.   
 

The LitvakSIG is dedicated to discovering and preserving Lithua-
nian-Jewish heritage.  Its mission is to discover, collect, document, 
disseminate, and preserve information about the once vibrant     
Jewish community of Lithuania.  The LitvakSIG.org website is a  
platform for providing this information, and it is a gateway to 
searchable databases for the public. 
 

 In addition, the LitvakSIG hosts a Members-Only website with       
additional content that describes the various research projects and 
provides a roadmap for all translated records.  Newly transcribed 
records are available to LitvakSIG members at least 18 months     
before they are made available to the public through JewishGen and 
through the All Lithuania Database (ALD).  Mr. Israel will present an 
overview of all the LitvakSIG databases and will demonstrate how to 
use them. 
 

Bill Israel serves on the Board of the LitvakSIG (Lithuanian-Jewish 
Special Interest Group), and is a past president and a founding 
member of the Jewish Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay. 

 

REMINDER: THERE ARE NO MEETINGS IN THE  

MONTHS OF JULY AND AUGUST. 
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Historic New England Puts Period Photos on the Map   

 

The following article is from Eastman's Online Genealogy Newsletter and is copyright by Richard W. 

Eastman. It is re-published here with the permission of the author. Information about the newsletter 

is available at http://www.eogn.com. 

 

Historic New England is a 101 year-old nonprofit organization that works to 
preserve objects, structures, and sites throughout the region. The organiza-
tion, working with HistoryPin, is part of a growing trend among historians and 
archivists to use mapping technology to connect photos, objects, and other 
information to maps to engage an audience. 
 

Boston.com has an interesting story by Jeremy C. Fox, with accompanying 
photos, describing the work of Historic New England and its web site with 
historic photographs. You can read the article at http://goo.gl/jZORP.  
 

Note: Historic New England should not be confused with the New England 
Historic Genealogical Society. They are separate organizations. 
 

 

 

       

JGSTB welcomes new members: 

Edith Berman 

Rhonda Dorman 

Carole Frank 

Thomas & Ann Gruen 

Hilary Hemmins 

Mary Poritz 
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Locating Passenger Arrival Records 
Courtesy of Ancestry.com 

1. Estimate the Arrival Date 
The date of immigration can be found in a number of records including some census records 
(the U.S. Federal Censuses for 1900-1930 all ask for year of immigration), death records 
(often recorded "How long in the U.S.?" on death certificates), obituaries, and many other  
records and home sources. Often a combination of resources can help pin down the elusive 
dates. Using a combination of birth dates and birth locations, particularly among siblings in 
the family that immigrated, it is often possible to narrow the arrival date to within a few years. 
Include your estimated immigration date in your search on Ancestry.com to narrow your    
results to those that would apply. You can add +/- 1, 2, 5, or 10 years to give yourself a little 
wiggle room for rough estimates. 
 

2. Gather Identifiers 
Sometimes the challenge isn’t so much finding your ancestor’s name in the records, as     
determining if it really is your ancestor. It’s helpful to compile a mini-profile of your ancestor 
based on the information you may find in the record. 

How old was your ancestor? Census records are also a good source for estimating age at 
the time of immigration, as well as information from death records, tombstones, correspon-
dence, marriage records, etc. 

What did he or she do? Some passenger lists will list occupations. While this information 
typically isn’t indexed in passenger arrival records, in some cases it can be helpful in 
"thinning the herd" to focus on the most promising individual(s). 

Who might they have traveled with? Family structure can be helpful in locating families who 
traveled together, although it bears mentioning that it wasn't unusual for the head of the  
family or some family member to come over first and then send for the family later, once   
employment and a living space had been secured. 

It can also be handy to have a list of other surnames that have appeared with your ancestor. 
Witnesses and sponsors, neighbors, collateral relatives, and anyone whose name keeps 
popping up in conjunction with your ancestor, could turn up as travel companions who      
arrived with your ancestors. 
 

3. Learn Ethnic Names 
Our ancestor’s may not have traveled with the Americanized version of their name that we’re 
familiar with. Look for your ancestor’s given name in his native language.  

BehindTheName.com is helpful in finding some variants. For surnames, look for information 
online and in print publications that can teach you the ins and outs of surnames in the land 
of your ancestors. For example, the website PolishRoots.org has several articles and helpful 
resources on Polish surnames. 

Search the Internet for other similar sites for your ancestor’s background (e.g., German 
given names, Hungarian surnames, etc.) 
 

4. Check Multiple Ports 
The story of ancestors arriving through Ellis Island is a popular one and although New York 
was the port of choice for millions of immigrants, many traveled through Baltimore, Boston, 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Philadelphia, New Orleans, and other U.S. ports. In addition, for many years travel to Canada 
from Europe was cheaper and you may find that your ancestor took that route to the United 
States. Border Crossing records from Canada to the U.S. are available for the years 1895-
1956, and Canadian Passenger Lists are available for 1865-1935. 
 

5. Don’t Stop Looking 
Don’t overlook the possibility that your ancestor may have made more than one trip. Some-
times—particularly in later years when steamships made the trip easier and faster—
immigrants made several trips before finally settling in. 

(Continued from page 3) 

Census Search Secrets    Julianna Smith 
Courtesy of Ancestry.com 

 

If family historians had ruled the world, I'm sure things would be quite different. Vital records 
would have been recorded since the beginning of time—in triplicate. Courthouses would 
have been built fireproof, bug- and rodent-proof, and on high ground. There would have been 
no records lost to wars. (Who has time to start a war when you're hot on the trail of your 
third-great-grandfather?)  
 

In the case of censuses, census enumerators would have had to pass rigorous exams, be 
multi-lingual, and have perfect penmanship. Alas, this was not the case. Enumerators were 
often political appointees who just happened to have the right connections, and anyone who 
has worked with census records can attest that nice handwriting was definitely not a require-
ment! Despite inaccuracies, unreadable handwriting, faulty copies, and numerous other     
obstacles, family historians still turn to these records frequently because of the wonderful 
things we find in them. Here are some tips to help you find those seemingly un-findable   
families. 
 

- Search the census you’re missing directly. While the global search forms on the homepage 
and search tab on Ancestry.com are great for searching all of the collections and quickly 
capturing the closest matches, if you’re missing an ancestor in a particular census, your 
best approach is to search it directly. Plus, individual census search forms may include 
fields tailored to the content in that enumeration. For example, since the 1900 census asked 
married couples how many years they had been married (and that field was indexed by      
Ancestry.com), you can include that detail. If you don’t know the exact year, you can esti-
mate it and add a date range of plus or minus one, two, five or ten years. Scroll down on this 
page to access individual census collections. Or customize your homepage so that the      
Record Collections widget is always on your home page and census records are always at 
your fingertips. 
 

- Search without a last name. Too often we continue to search for variations of the last name, 
but overlook the possibility that the details we have beyond the surname may be enough to 
narrow the search to a manageable number of matches. If you’re really having trouble, stick 
to given names, including the given names of other family members who would have been 
enumerated with your ancestor, locations, birth dates, etc. 
 

            (Continued on page 5) 
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(Continued from page 4 ) 
 

Use wildcards to pick up name variants. An asterisk  matches zero or more characters and a 
question mark matches one character. Last year wildcard functionality was improved so that 
now the first letter can be a wildcard. The only restrictions are that a) either the first or last 
character must be a non-wildcard character and b) names must contain at least three non-
wildcard characters. I find this really helpful when I’m searching for my Huggins ancestors-a 
family who had a rather casual attitude when it came to the vowels in their name. H?gg?ns 
will pick up the variations of Huggins, Higgins, Higgans, and Huggans that I often see. 
 

- Try searching for other family members who might be living in the same household (for    
example, the individual’s parents or siblings). Their name may be clearer than that of your  
direct ancestor. Relatives with more unusual given names can be particularly helpful.  
 

- Locate a neighbor (preferably a home owner who is more likely to be living in the same 
place) in a previous census and search for them in the subsequent census. See if your       
ancestor is still nearby. Where available, try to locate a state census since they were typically 
taken between federal censuses and may shorten the time span between. 
 

- If you can’t find the individual you are looking for, do not give up. Narrow your search       
using city directories, and then browse through the census for that area. (Tip: Use a directory 
for the year after the census year. They were often created beginning in May of the previous 
year, which would have been right around census time. You’ll often find this type of informa-
tion in the introduction to the city directory.) 
 

Juliana Smith has been editing newsletters at Ancestry.com for more than thirteen years.  

 

     

A Note from the JGSTB Librarian 

 

Our library lending policy is that books may be borrowed for one month and are to be         
returned the following month. We have not enforced that policy, allowing books to be kept 
for longer periods. Recently I made a list of outstanding books and find that several books 
were signed out months ago, in some cases over six months ago. If you have books signed 
out, please return them at the June meeting. Several members are waiting for some of those 
books to be returned so they can read them.  

 

Your cooperation is greatly appreciated.   

 

Natalie 
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Upcoming Meetings of Our Sister Societies 
 

Jewish Genealogical Society of Southwest Florida  
meets at 1 PM at the Kobernick House   1951 N. Honore Ave in Sarasota.  

The next meeting will be in November 2012. 
 

 

Suncoast Genealogy Society, Inc.  
meets the fourth Saturday of the month at 2 PM at the  

Palm Harbor Library   2330 Nebraska Ave. in Palm Harbor.  
 

June 23rd 1:00 to 1:45         Roots Magic User Group Meeting 

 June 23rd 2:00 to 4:30    Workshop “Using the 1940 Census” 
 

July 28th  1:00 to 1:45          Roots Magic User Group Meeting 

July 28th    2:00 to 4:30          Workshop “Things You Can Do  

       With A Genealogy Program”           
 

 

Websites to Explore 
 

www.showmystreet.com       This is an interesting way to check what the house at a  
particular address looks like. It is not always exact, but will give a decent photo of most 
neighborhoods. I was able to narrow down my grandparents home from the 1930s to 
two houses next door to each other. When I put in my own address, I got photos of the 
orange grove up the street! Results are hit or miss at best, but it is still interesting to be 
able to view the “old neighborhood” as it appears today. 

 

www.jewishgen.org/jgff/         The JewishGen Family Finder database shows ancestral 
surnames and towns being researched by the submitter. It links genealogists searching 
the same surname and/or town. 

 

 

 NOTE: If you have any websites that you think would be of interest to 
 genealogists, please submit the URL of that site with a brief               
 description of the site for use in future issues of this newsletter. 
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Officers of the Jewish Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay 

President: Clint Elbow      skyhawk54058@gmail.com  727 692-5334                          

1st Vice President: Barbara Smith     bsmith831@aol.com   727 585-6064 

2nd Vice President: Natalie Armitage  nrarmitage@centurylink.net  352 341-5188 

Secretary: Betty Lou Rosen      brosen1316@yahoo.com  727 785-3041 

Treasurer: Linda Zolinsky      alligator0005@gmail.com  727 372-0646 

 

Planning Committee:  

Vicki Adelson        vadelson1@gmail.com  727 785-5706 

Lawrence Blum       lblum1@tampabay.rr.com  727 845-8700 

Janet Dixon        jandix7@verizon.net   727 736-3791 

Tom Dixon        tdixon11@verizon.net   727 736-3791 

Emil Isaacson        eisaacs1@tampabay.rr.com  727 781-1489 

Bill Israel        wisrael.im56@gtalumni.org  727 343-1652 

Rita Shapiro        rivke@yaltie.com   727 446-9311 

Jennifer Velt        wackyprincess22582@yahoo.com  813 948-2968 

Plus the Officers and Committee Chairs 

 

Committee Chairs: 

Community Representative: Bill Israel    wisrael.im56@gtalumni.org  727 343-1652 

Hospitality: Sally Israel      sisrael@tampabay.rr.com  727 343-1652 

Librarian: Natalie Armitage      nrarmitage@centurylink.net  352 341-5188 

Membership: Richard Adelson     radelson2@gmail.com   727 785-5706 

Newsletter Editor: Natalie Armitage     nrarmitage@centurylink.net  352 341-5188 

Programs:  open         

Publicity: Sally Israel       sisrael@tampabay.rr.com  727 343-1652 

Webmaster: Clint Elbow      skyhawk54058@gmail.com  727 692-5334                          

 

 

 

 

Food Bank Request 

When you arrive for meetings you may have noticed the bags and boxes of canned and 
non-perishable food in the hallway just past the reception desk. The Gulf Coast Jewish 
Family and Community Services operates a food bank for the benefit of those in need and 
our donations help make it possible for them to carry out their mission. If you are able to 
bring canned or non-perishable food to donate, it will be greatly appreciated. Every little bit 
helps! 
 

Gulf Coast Jewish Family and Community Services provides JGSTB, at no cost, a meeting 
facility, a mail room, Internet service, storage for our library and hospitality supplies and 
use of its audio-visual and computer equipment. The food donations requested are a small 
token of appreciation for all of that. 

 

 



Page 8 The Researcher 

Jewish Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay 
 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Annual dues - $25 - make check payable to JGSTB 

Mail check and application form to: 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay 

c/o Treasurer 
14041 Icot Blvd. 

Clearwater, FL 33760 
 

DATE OF APPLICATION:   
 

NAME OF APPLICANT:  
 

MAILING ADDRESS (street, city, zip):   
 

  
 

HOME TELEPHONE:   
 

BUSINESS TELEPHONE:   
 

E-MAIL:   
 

APPLICANT’S FAMILY NAMES AND LOCATIONS BEING RESEARCHED 

DUES PAYMENT RECEIVED:   Date    Amount     

 

 Payment in (cash or check #)   

 Received by    

For further information contact Clint Elbow, President: 

(727) 692-5334           jgstampabay@gmail.com 

SURNAME TOWN  COUNTRY 
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JEWISH  GENEALOGICAL  SOCIETY  OF  TAMPA  BAY  

 

We’re on the web! 
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~fljgstb/ 

The Jewish Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay meets on the 2nd Sunday of each 

month, except for the months of July and August. Meetings are held at the Gulf 

Coast Jewish Family and Community Services, 14041 Icot Blvd., Clearwater, Florida. 

Library access and pre-meeting social begins at 1:30 PM; the meeting begins at 2:00 

PM.  

 

JGSTB was founded in 1999 by a group of individuals in the greater Tampa Bay area 

who were interested in learning how to research their Jewish family roots. Anyone 

interested in learning how to do Jewish genealogical research is invited to attend our 

meetings.    Beginners as well as experienced researchers are welcome. An extensive 

library of books, maps, videos, CDs, periodicals and other materials on Jewish gene-

alogy, as well as genealogy in general, is available for use by all members. Members 

may check out items to take home. A listing of the library contents can be viewed 

on our website. 

 

For further information on the Jewish Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay or direc-

tions to the meeting, call Sally Israel at 727 343-1652. 

 

The JGSTB is a non-profit educational organization affiliated with the International    

Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies (IAJGS)—an independent non-profit        

umbrella organization coordinating the activities and annual conference of more than 

75 International and local Jewish Genealogical societies around the world. 

 

You can contact us by email at: jgstampabay@gmail.com 

The newsletter of the Jewish Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay (JGSTB) 

Natalie Armitage, Editor—Email: nrarmitage@centurylink.net, Telephone: 352 341-5188 

Web page: http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~fljgstb/ 

Published quarterly in March, June, September and December 

Permission to reprint articles is granted providing credit is given to the author and JGSTB 


