
THE RESEARCHER 

Recommended by the National  

Genealogical Society 
 

Remembering always that they are 

engaged in a quest for truth, family 

history researchers consistently 

 

• record the source for each item of 

information they collect; 
 

• test every hypothesis or theory 

against credible evidence, and  

reject those that are not supported 

by evidence; 
 

• seek original records, or repro-

duced images of them when there 

is reasonable assurance they have 

not been altered, as the basis for 

their research conclusions; 
 

• use compilations, communica-

tions, and published works, 

whether paper or electronic,     

primarily for their value as guides 

to locating the original records, or 

as contributions to the critical 

analysis of the evidence discussed 

in them; 
 

• state something as a fact only 

when it is supported by convinc-

ing evidence, and identify the  

evidence when communicating 

the fact to others; 
 

• limit with words like “probable” 

or “possible” any statement that is 

based on less than convincing 

evidence, and state the reasons 

for concluding that it is probable 

or possible; 
 

• avoid misleading other research-

ers by either intentionally or care-

lessly distributing or publishing 

inaccurate information; 
 

• state carefully and honestly the 

results of their own research, and 

acknowledge all use of other re-

searcher’s work; 
 

• recognize the collegial nature of 

genealogical research by making 

their work available to others 

through publication, or by placing 

copies in appropriate libraries or 

repositories, and by welcoming 

critical comment; 
 

• consider with open minds new 

evidence or the comments of oth-

ers on their work and the conclu-

sions they have reached. 

 
© 1997, 2002 by National Genealogi-

cal Society. Permission is granted to 

copy or publish this material pro-

vided it is reproduced in its entirety, 

including this notice. 

Standards for Sound Genealogical Research 

Upcoming Events 

March 13  meeting 

Barbara Smith with an   

overview of Ancestry.com. 

Bring your laptop computer 

to this meeting so you can 

follow along online. 

April 10 meeting 

Debbe Hagner will present 

use of Familysearch.org 

May 15 meeting 

Peter Summers will discuss 

documenting sources of 

genealogical evidence. 

NOTE: this is the 3rd      

Sunday, not the usual 2nd 

June 12 meeting  

Program to be announced 
 

August 14—19    

IAJGS International Confer-

ence on Jewish Genealogy        

Washington DC 
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JGSTB welcomes new members: 
 

Russ Armitage 

Peter Arroyo 

Janet & Aaron Weinberg 

Linda White 

IAJGS 2011—Washington D.C. 

Start planning now to attend the 31st International Conference on 
Jewish Genealogy August 14-19! For complete information, visit the 
conference website at www.dc2011.org 

Registration fees 
Complete details about fees for attending the conference, refund policies, and much more infor-
mation are in the registration pages at http://dc2011.org/index.php/register 
 

Early Bird discounts 
• Register for the full conference on line by April 30 for $275, or $175 for a companion. 

Save $65 off on-site rates.  
• From May 1 to July 31, on-line fees increase to $310 and $210, respectively. Save $30  
• off on-site rates!  
• On-site registration fees beginning August 13 are $340 and $240, respectively.  
 

The fine print: These fees and discounts do not apply to daily-only or student registrations. 
 

Extended-stay room rate 
The Grand Hyatt Washington offers a basic rate of $99 for the nights of August 9-12 and 19-22. 
For Saturday through Thursday, August 13-18, the regular room rate of $199 still holds.  
 

                      The program schedule and special events are in the  
                      planning stage and will be announced later.     
 

Be sure to check the conference website at www.dc2011.org for updates. 

Have you paid your 2011 JGSTB membership dues yet? 
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The December meeting was a luncheon and social for members and guests,  

followed by a brief meeting for the election of Officers and Directors. The program  
consisted of personal stories and successes in researching their families told by  
several members.  
 

At the January meeting a presentation was made to  JGSTB founder, Linda Zolinsky, 
in grateful appreciation for all she has done for JGSTB over the past 10+ years. The 
meeting program titled “Telling Your Story” was given by Liz Coursen. Her book, The 
Complete Biography Workbook with two templates, written to aid those wishing to 
publish their autobiography or a biography of someone else, was available for pur-
chase. 
 

The February meeting featured a presentation by Dr Emil Isaacson titled “The 
JGSTB Library: What’s In It and How to Use it”. Emil discussed the JGSTB Library 
holdings and explained which books were most useful by category and how they can 
help you reach your research goals.  A very educational program, it was followed by 
many members taking the opportunity to borrow books from the library. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                       

                      Dr. Emil Isaacson explains the contents of the JGSTB library  

                      at the February JGSTB membership meeting. 

JGSTB Meeting Highlights 
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Every search has to start somewhere. Even experience and know-how won’t change that, says 
Joseph B. Shumway, AG, professional genealogist with ProGenealogists. 
 

“You want to find good documentation for each generation,” he says. “You don’t want to connect 
to the wrong line.” For Shumway, that means starting your search in the present...or at least as 
close as you can get. “All the background knowledge you acquire for the more contemporary  
generations can help you see further into the past.” 
 

That’s just one of Shumway’s tips for tackling a family history problem. What else does Shumway 
suggest? 
 

SLOW DOWN. “Sometimes you can get too far ahead of yourself. It’s better to slow down, find as 
much documentation as you can for each generation. The more info you have about each         
ancestor, the fuller your understanding is going to be.” 
 

SEE WHAT OTHER PEOPLE KNOW. “Your first step is always to browse around and find out 
what’s already been done. Look for compiled family trees, books, items like that. The information 
you find may not be reliable, but you can use it as a guide to help you decide what to look for. 
From there, it’s a matter of looking for additional records to supplement—even prove or dis-
prove—what you’re finding.” 
 

KNOW WHEN YOU GET THERE.  “How do you know when you’ve found enough information 
about an ancestor? When you get to a place where you feel beyond a reasonable doubt that 
you’ve connected the right people to each other and when you feel pretty certain that it’s unlikely 
that there’s another contender whom you might have missed.” 
 

PICK YOUR GO-TO SOURCES: “If you’re a beginner, your key record sources are always going to be census 
records and vital records, at least for most parts of the western world. I have a lot of tricks that I’ll use to find people: 
wildcard searches, searching for everyone with the same first name or last name in a geographical area, for example. 
And if the problem I’m facing is that I don’t have enough evidence to prove a connection, I’ll look at siblings, 
neighbors and other associated people that I find mentioned in records with the person I’m interested in. Focus on 
these people for a while and you might find clues to the person you’re looking for and piggyback on the sibling or 
neighbor. 

 

How An Expert Tackles the Problem 
By Ancestry Monthly Update 05 January 2011                            
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The Editor’s Corner 
 

To the members of the Jewish Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay: 
 

Do you have news of interest? Please let us publicize it for you! All of the members of the 

Jewish Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay are encouraged to contribute to your newsletter. 

You can send anything that you consider interesting or helpful that you would like to share 

with your fellow members. Articles of any length will be considered for inclusion. Please 

think about writing an article about an interesting genealogy experience or a great find that 

you have made. You might write an article on “how to” do anything that you have found 

helpful in your research. You may contribute articles found in other publications, but we 

must have permission to use them. Personal stories on how genealogy research has affected 

your life are welcome. Perhaps you found new family members or have traveled to places 

where your ancestors lived. Did you discover a particularly valuable website? Tell us about 

it! We would love to share your stories and adventures.  
 

In future issues we plan to have listings of meetings and seminars given by other clubs in the 

state of Florida. Also planned are listings of websites of interest. If anyone would like to 

help in compiling a list of websites and writing a brief synopsis of what can be found on that 

site, please let me know. You may contribute one single site with a description, or an entire 

group of them...we will use as many as will fit in future issues. 
 

I would be remiss if I failed to thank Bill Israel for all of his help in gathering information  

for this issue (and a lot left over for future issues). He provided a virtual mountain of mate-

rial that I am still sifting through, including the article on page 4 of this issue. 
 

If I inadvertently omitted anyone on the list of Officers and committees, please let me know 

and it will be corrected in the next issue.  
 

I hope you enjoy your newsletter, and please consider contributing something for future     

issues. You can contact me by email at nrarmitage@centurylink.net or see me at the monthly 

membership meetings. See you there. 

 

Natalie Armitage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 6 The Researcher 

Upcoming Meetings of Our Sister Societies 

Jewish Genealogical Society of Southwest Florida meets at 1 PM  
at the Kobernick House    1951 N. Honore Ave in Sarasota. 
 
Sunday March 20, 2011 
“Most Effective Way to Organize, Write, and Publish an Autobiography” by Liz Coursen. 
Miss Coursen will offer advice about how to organize your illustrations, how to choose which    
stories to tell about your life, how to avoid common biography-writing mistakes, and how to make 
your autobiography as fun to read as it was to write. She will also discuss how to design your 
book, as well as give insight into the process, working with your editor and getting the most out of 
a publisher. 
 
Sunday, April 17, 2011 
“The Table, the Diary, and the Road to Discovery” by Mike Schwartz. 
Mike will tell his story about how two unconnected genealogical investigations serendipitously got 
tied together, greatly expanding a family tree. 
 
Sunday, May 15, 2011 
“Jewish Family Folklore” by Dr. Eleanor Wachs. 
It’s not all old wives tales and cooking recipes. Jewish family folklore is a way we express our   
culture in a familial manner with personal narratives, proverbs, riddles, folksongs, and more. Dr. 
Wachs will talk about what comprises Jewish family folklore and how you can collect your own or 
others in the Jewish community. 
 
 
 
 
 

Suncoast Genealogy Society, Inc. meets the fourth Saturday of each month at 2 PM  
at the Palm Harbor Library   2330 Nebraska Ave. in Palm Harbor 

 
Saturday, March 26, 2011  2-4 PM 
“An Introduction to Ellis Island and Castle Garden—Your Ancestor’s Gateway to America” by 
Debbe Hagner. 
 
Saturday, April 16, 2011   
Installation Banquet at Kally-K’s Restauant in Dunedin for the election and installation of SGS   
Officers for 2011-2012. Contact Ann James at (727) 791-1983 or email jamesansj@aol.com for 
tickets and information. 
 
Saturday, May 28, 2011  1-4:30 PM 
GENEALOGY FAIR—Debra Fleming—the Ancestry Detective. 
Vendor and non-profit tables will be available. Lecture is free. Pre-registration is required for  
seating (2-3 PM). Contact John Mangan  (727) 667-0457 or email John8530@aol.com for more 
information. 
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Officers of the Jewish Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay 
President: Clint Elbow                                 skyhawk54058@gmail.com                  727 692-5334                         
1st Vice President: Barbara Smith              bsmith831@aol.com                             727 585-6064 
2nd Vice President: Natalie Armitage         nrarmitage@centurylink.net                  352 341-5188 
Secretary: Betty Lou Rosen                        brosen1316@yahoo.com                      727 785-3041 
Treasurer: Linda Zolinsky                            alligator0005@gmail.com                     727 372-0646 
 

Planning Committee:  
Vicki Adelson                                              vadelson@verizon.net                          727 785-5706 
Lawrence Blum                                           lblum1@tampabay.rr.com                     727 845-8700 
Janet Dixon                                                 jandix7@verizon.net                             727 736-3791 
Tom Dixon                                                   tdixon11@verizon.net                           727 736-3791 
Emil Isaacson                                              eisaacs1@tampabay.rr.com                 727 781-1489 
Bill Israel                                                     wisrael.im56@gtalumni.org                  727 381-8089 
Rita Shapiro                                                rivka@yaltic.com                                  727 446-9311 
Jennifer Velt                                                wackyprincess22582@yahoo.com       813 948-2968 
Plus the Officers and Committee Chairs 
 

Committee Chairs: 
Community Representative: Bill Israel        wisrael.im56@gtalumni.org                  727 381-8089 
Hospitality: Sally Israel                                sisrael@tampabay.rr.com                     727 381-8089 
Librarian: Natalie Armitage                          nrarmitage@centurylink.net                  352 341-5188 
Membership: Richard Adelson                    radelson2@verizon.net                         727 785-5706 
Newsletter Editor: Natalie Armitage            nrarmitage@centurylink.net                  352 341-5188 
Programs: Barbara Smith                           bsmith831@aol.com                             727 585-6064 
Publicity: Sally Israel                                   sisrael@tampabay.rr.com                     727 381-8089 
Webmaster: Clint Elbow                              skyhawk54058@gmail.com                  727 692-5334                         
 

************************************************************************* 
Food  Bank Request 

 

When you arrive for meetings you may have noticed the bags and boxes 
of canned and non-perishable food in the hallway just past the reception 
desk. The Gulf Coast Jewish Family and Community Services operates a 
food bank for the benefit of those in need and our donations help make 
it possible for them to carry out their mission. If you are able to bring 
canned or non-perishable food to donate, it will be greatly appreciated. 
Every little bit helps! 
 

Gulf Coast Jewish Family and Community Services provides JGSTB, at no 
cost, a meeting facility, a mail room, Internet service, storage for our     
library and hospitality supplies and use of its audio-visual and computer 
equipment. The food donations requested are a small token of apprecia-
tion for all of that. 
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Jewish Genealogical Society of  Tampa Bay 
 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 

Annual dues - $25 - make check payable to JGSTB 

Mail check and application form to: 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay 

c/o Treasurer 
14041 Icot Blvd. 

Clearwater, FL 33760 
 

DATE OF APPLICATION:                                                                                                                
 

NAME OF APPLICANT:                                                                                                                   
 

MAILING ADDRESS (street, city, zip):                                                                                            
 

                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

HOME TELEPHONE:                                                                                                                        
 

BUSINESS TELEPHONE:                                                                                                                 
 

E-MAIL:                                                                                                                                              
 

APPLICANT’S FAMILY NAMES AND LOCATIONS BEING RESEARCHED 

                 

DUES PAYMENT RECEIVED:            Date                                            Amount                               

 

                                                                Payment in (cash or check #)                                                  

                                                                Received by                                                                                        

For further information contact Clint Elbow, President: 

(727) 692-5334 

skyhawk54058@gmail.com 

                                                 

SURNAME TOWN   COUNTRY 

   

   

   

   

   



The Jewish Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay meets on the 2nd Sunday of each month, 

except for the months of July and August. Meetings are held at the Gulf Coast Jewish 

Family and Community Services, 14041 Icot Blvd., Clearwater, Florida. Library access and 

pre-meeting social begins at 1:30 PM; the meeting begins at 2:00 PM.  

 

JGSTB was founded in 1999 by a group of individuals in the greater Tampa Bay area who 

were interested in learning how to research their Jewish family roots. Anyone interested 

in learning how to do Jewish genealogical research is invited to attend our meetings.    

Beginners as well as experienced researchers are welcome. An extensive library of books, 

maps, videos, CDs, periodicals and other materials on Jewish genealogy, as well as geneal-

ogy in general, is available for use by all members. Members may check out items to take 

home. A listing of the library contents can be viewed on our website. 

 

For further information on the Jewish Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay or directions to 

the meeting, call Sally Israel at 727 343-1652. 

 

The JGSTB is a non-profit educational organization affiliated with the International    

Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies (IAJGS)—an independent non-profit        

umbrella organization coordinating the activities and annual conference of more than 75 

national and local Jewish Genealogical societies around the world. 

 

You can contact us by email at: jgstampabay@gmail.com 

JEWISH  GENEALOGICAL  SOCIET Y  OF  TAMPA  BAY  

We’re on the web! 
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~fljgstb/ 

The newsletter of the Jewish Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay (JGSTB) 
Natalie Armitage, Editor—Email: nrarmitage@centurylink.net, Telephone: 352 341-5188 

Web page: http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~fljgstb/ 
Published quarterly in March, June, September and December 

Permission to reprint articles is granted providing credit is given to the author and JGSTB 


