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December Meeting Preview  
 

The December meeting will be our annual social event.  
Bagels, lox and all the fixings will be supplied by JGSTB. 
Members please bring something for our pot-luck brunch. 
Please contact Sally Israel at 727 343-1652 or Clint Elbow 
at 727 692-5334 to let them know what you will be bringing. 
There is a microwave oven, but there is no stovetop or 
oven available for warming food. 
 

Date: Sunday, December 11 

Time: 11 AM for brunch 

Place: Our regular meeting site:  

   Gulf Coast Jewish Family and Community Services 

   14041 Icot Blvd. 

   Clearwater, FL 
 

Following brunch, a short meeting will be held with the 
election of officers for 2012. The program will be members 
success stories. Do you have a great genealogy success 
story to tell? We would love to hear about it. 
 

PLEASE NOTE - BRUNCH STARTS AT 11 AM 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

December 11—JGSTB Brunch Social, and Election of Officers 

January 8, 2012— Program To Be Announced 

February 12, 2012– Emil Isaacson presents Part 1 of “Everything You Always Wanted to 

Know About Jewish Genealogy.” Part 2 will be presented at the March 11 meeting. 
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1940 U.S. Federal Population Census  
 

Census day occurred on April 1, 1940, but due to the 72 year privacy restriction, those    
records have not been available to the public. NARA will release the long-awaited and 
much anticipated 1940 census images on April 2, 2012 at 9:00 AM, (Eastern Daylight Time).  
 

Upon its release, FamilySearch will coordinate efforts to provide quick access to the digital 
images, and tens of thousands of volunteers will immediately start indexing the records to 
make them searchable online for free.  
 

At the November JGSTB meeting, Debbe Hagner asked the members to volunteer to help 
with the indexing of the census records. The more people who volunteer to index, the 
faster it will be for everybody to be able to access the census records. Complete publica-
tion of the index will depend on how many volunteers like you can help. 
 

For more information, and to sign up to transcribe records, go to:  

https://familysearch.org/1940census 

This is an opportunity for you to “give back” to the genealogy community. I’ve already 
signed up to index records—won’t you??? 

 

 

 

JGSTB welcomes new members: 

Michael & Mildred Falk 

Peter Tanner 

Are you interested in being an Officer or Committee Chair for 
2012??? Volunteers are needed now. If you are willing to share your 
knowledge and abilities, contact either Clint Elbow or Linda 
Zolinsky to volunteer for the next club year. Contact information is 
on page 8 of this newsletter. 
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Holocaust Victims Database Aims to Restore Lost Identities 
 

The following article is from Eastman's Online Genealogy Newsletter and is copyright by 
Richard W. Eastman. It is re-published here with the permission of the author. Information 
about the newsletter is available at http://www.eogn.com. 

 

More than 2,100 volunteers around the world have signed on to the World Memory Project, 
a joint effort by the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum and Ancestry.com, to create the 
world's largest online searchable database of records related to victims of the Holocaust. 
 

It's a massive undertaking: The museum has more than 170 million documents about    
victims of Nazi persecution, including Nazi concentration camp records and transport 
lists, records created by Jewish communities and U.S. government documents about  
people displaced by the war who later emigrated to the United States. 
 

The project, which began in May, recruits volunteers to put names and other key words 
from the documents into an online database, which is then searchable by anyone in the 
world. The first data sets became searchable this month. 
 

You can read more about this project on the CNN web site at http://
www.cnn.com/2011/11/26/us/holocaust-world-memory-project/ 

 

 

DON’T JUST FOLLOW THE FLOCK...GET INVOLVED IN JGSTB!!! 
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September: Gregg Hickman of Lake Shore Camera Exchange in Palm 
Harbor spoke on the preservation, restoration and storage of photo-
graphs and documents. Gregg covered the basics of what prints are 
made up of, why prints deteriorate (both color and black and white),     
expected longevity of different forms of image capturing media, the      
difference in media cards, scanning basics, digital image organization in 
your computer and image restoration examples. 

 

October: 
Clint Elbow provided an overview of how to effectively use the Jewish-
Gen website. JewishGen is the premiere website and widely recognized 
home of Jewish genealogy on the Internet, with access to 20 million    
genealogical records as well as links to hundreds of related websites. A 
hands-on session followed with experienced genealogists Bill Israel and 
Emil Isaacson, as well as several other members assisting. 
 

 

November: A presentation by Debbe Hagner, AG on using newspapers, magazines and 
specialized publications in genealogical research. Family researchers 
typically look at newspapers for obituaries and marriage announcements 
to find valuable information, but there is a wealth of other useful genea-
logical information in newspapers, magazines and various specialty  
publications that is often overlooked. Debbe identified some of these  
resources that may contain “pearls of information” about your family. 
These include social event announcements, advertisements and legal 
notices in newspapers, school newspapers, professional and trade 

magazines, church and synagogue bulletins and other publications. 
 

 

 

 

JGSTB Meeting Highlights 

Left: Clint Elbow 
presenting  

JewishGen. 

Below: hands-on session of the JewishGen presentation. 

Right and below: 

Debbe Hagner’s 
presentation in 
November. 
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 As we are nearing the end of the year we are focused on two main    
activities:  

1) closing out the current year and  

2) making preparations for next year.  
 

As is traditional, JGSTB holds an annual social in December of each 
year. This year we are doing things a little differently. We are going to 
hold our social in the form of a brunch at Gulf Coast Jewish Family and Community       
Services at 11:00AM on Sunday December 11th. JGSTB will be providing bagels and lox 
and attendees will be supplementing with additional side dishes. We hope to see all       
current and new members as well and any guest who is interested in seeing what JGSTB 
is all about. If you would like more information please contact me at 727.692.5334 or Sally 
Israel at 727.343.1652. 
 

 Regarding next year, I and two other members of our group have formed a nominating 
committee to select nominations for 2012 officers and committee chair persons. We are 
going to have a lot of turnover in our officers and chair persons starting with myself. My 
job is moving out of state in January and I will either be making the move with my current 
company or taking another job that may be in Tampa Bay or may be in another state. Other 
people who have been a part of JGSTB for a long time are ready to turn over their respon-
sibilities to new people. I am focused on turning over the leadership of JGSTB to a strong 
and stable team so I would like to hear from anyone who is willing to help out. I realize this 
is a commitment. When I have approached people, many tell me that they cannot make a 
commitment because they don't have enough time or they don't want the responsibility. As 
I finish my second year as president of JGSTB I do understand about the time commit-
ment. However, this is just what we need from more people. The more we have to help, the 
less time it will take from each person. So please offer JGSTB your help for 2012. You can 
do this by calling me at 727.692.5334 or contacting me via email at jgstampay@gmail.com.  
 

We are lining up our presentations for next year and in the spring we will be featuring our 
own Emil Isaacson with a two part seminar. He will deliver a very thorough presentation on 
conducting Jewish genealogy research. We will also be featuring Peter Summers of the  
Pinellas Genealogical Society. We are looking forward to next year and to sharing it with 
as many of you as possible. If you have not already paid your dues for 2012 please do so 
and pass the word to others who may be interested in joining.  
 

I wish everyone a great holiday season and a great 2012. 
 

 

Clint ElbowClint ElbowClint ElbowClint Elbow    
President of JGSTB 

 

 

President’s Message                   



Meet the Members 
This is a feature so we can all get to know each other a little better. In each issue of the 
newsletter, JGSTB members can respond to the questions below, and add whatever       
additional information they would like us to know. 

1. How did you become interested in genealogy? 

2. How long have you been working on your family research? 

3. Have you made any great discoveries—and what were they? 

4. Have you run into any brick walls? Did you manage to cross over them—and how? 

5. What else do you want to tell us about yourself? 
 

Each member who wishes to participate can write responses to the above questions and 
give them to me at any club meeting, or email the responses to me at: 

NRarmitage@centurylink.net. Be sure to include your name!  
 

Lynn  Arroyo wrote:Lynn  Arroyo wrote:Lynn  Arroyo wrote:Lynn  Arroyo wrote:    
1. My son Peter bought me the Familytree software when my mother passed away to      
distract me from my grief. 

 2. Since 1999. 

 3.  By accident, (in 2009) I found that my oldest son, David, is married to a direct descen-
dant of the Plaut family. David is married to Shiri Bieder Arroyo who is a 12th great-
granddaughter of Joseph Plaut, b. 1590. The Plaut Family genealogy is published by    
Avotaynu, and I believe we have a copy in our library. 

 4. I had several brick walls but through perseverance I was able to research (and some-
times it cost a few dollars) until I found my relative. I also made use of JewishGen, Ances-
try, Ellisisland.org, and Steve Morse to find most of my information. I once searched (and 
printed out via Steve Morse's website) all of the arrivals (5,000+) from Uman in Ukraine   
until I found the name I was looking for. Of the many brick walls I have, regarding my great 
grandfather, I still can't find any info from Kiev Gubernia although I did find his arrival info 
on Ellis Island Database. I am still trying to trace his birth in 1820. 

 5. There is not much to tell, so I'll leave that blank! 
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 Genealogy Newsletters 
 

Genealogy Newsline is a free weekly newsletter. Go to www.familyrootspublishing.com. 
Under the logo for Family Roots Publishing Co. look for Subscribe to Newsline. In the    
upper left, enter your email address. 
 

The Weekly Genealogist is a free weekly newsletter of the New England Historic Genea-
logical Society. To subscribe go to www.americanancestors.org/ blogs.aspx?blogid=112 
and look just under the calendar for Blogroll. Click on it to subscribe to The Weekly Gene-
alogist. The archives back to July 2010 are on the same page. 
 

 

Both of these newsletters have lots of ads, but there are valuable articles, too. 
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Upcoming Meetings of Our Sister Societies 
 

Jewish Genealogical Society of Southwest Florida  
meets at 1 PM at the Kobernick House   1951 N. Honore Ave in Sarasota.  
 

December 18, 2011: “Tracing my Grandfather’s Journey from Lithuania to Riga to Dublin  

                           1891-2009” with Jo Ann Goldwater 

January 15, 2012:     “Life is Full of Stories” with Ruth Adler Schnee 

February 19, 2012:    “To Tell or Not to Tell” with Robin Seidenberg 

March 18, 2012:         “Write Your Family History NOW!” with Mike Karsen 

April 15, 2012:            “Bintel Briefs” with Alice Cotman, Karen Gary, Elyse Diamond,      
         Rosalie Leon, And Martha Kesler 

May 20, 2012:             “Delta Jews of Mississippi” with Rabbi Allan Schwartzman 

 

Suncoast Genealogy Society, Inc.  
meets the fourth Saturday of the month at 2 PM at the  

Palm Harbor Library   2330 Nebraska Ave. in Palm Harbor.  
 

December 5, 2011:   6 PM Holiday Party at Chopsticks Super Buffet 

January 28, 2012:    1- 1:45 PM  Roots Magic User’s Group  

January 28, 2012   2 - 4:30 PM Jean Van Horn “Sources” 

February 26, 2012   1 - 1:45 PM  Roots Magic User’s Group  

February 26, 2012   2 - 4:30 PM Donna Murray “Dead Men Do Tell Tales” 
 

 

Websites to Explore 
 

www.nedcc.org/resources/resources.php    This is the Northeast Document Conservation 
Center website. This page has a worthwhile article on hints for preserving family collec-

tions. Information is given on safe storage of a large variety of media.  
 

www.archives.gov/preservation/disaster-response/guidelines.html      The U.S. National 
Archives and Records Administration (NARA) offers information and guidelines on recov-
ering various types of record materials as well as care of some of the more common   

materials. Links go to a variety of sites for information. 
 

www.loc.gov/preservation/family/ftpreserve.html      Part of the Library of Congress 
website, this article contains guidelines for protecting and preserving your own personal 
collections and family treasures including discovering how to locate, store and insure 

your collection. 
 

All of these articles are worth printing and saving for future use. 
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Officers of the Jewish Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay 

President: Clint Elbow      skyhawk54058@gmail.com  727 692-5334                          

Vice President: Barbara Smith      bsmith831@aol.com   727 585-6064 

Secretary: Betty Lou Rosen      brosen1316@yahoo.com  727 785-3041 

Treasurer: Linda Zolinsky      alligator0005@gmail.com  727 372-0646 

 

Planning Committee:  

Vicki Adelson        vadelson@verizon.net   727 785-5706 

Lawrence Blum       lblum1@tampabay.rr.com  727 845-8700 

Janet Dixon        jandix7@verizon.net   727 736-3791 

Tom Dixon        tdixon11@verizon.net   727 736-3791 

Emil Isaacson        eisaacs1@tampabay.rr.com  727 781-1489 

Bill Israel        wisrael.im56@gtalumni.org  727 343-1652 

Rita Shapiro        rivke@yaltie.com   727 446-9311 

Jennifer Velt        wackyprincess22582@yahoo.com  813 948-2968 

Plus the Officers and Committee Chairs 

 

Committee Chairs: 

Community Representative: Bill Israel    wisrael.im56@gtalumni.org  727 343-1652 

Hospitality: Sally Israel      sisrael@tampabay.rr.com  727 343-1652 

Librarian: Natalie Armitage      nrarmitage@centurylink.net  352 341-5188 

Membership: Richard Adelson     radelson2@verizon.net  727 785-5706 

Newsletter Editor: Natalie Armitage     nrarmitage@centurylink.net  352 341-5188 

Programs:  open         

Publicity: Sally Israel       sisrael@tampabay.rr.com  727 343-1652 

Webmaster: Clint Elbow      skyhawk54058@gmail.com  727 692-5334                          

 

 

 

 

Food Bank Request 

When you arrive for meetings you may have noticed the bags and boxes of canned and 
non-perishable food in the hallway just past the reception desk. The Gulf Coast Jewish 
Family and Community Services operates a food bank for the benefit of those in need and 
our donations help make it possible for them to carry out their mission. If you are able to 
bring canned or non-perishable food to donate, it will be greatly appreciated. Every little bit 
helps! 
 

Gulf Coast Jewish Family and Community Services provides JGSTB, at no cost, a meeting 
facility, a mail room, Internet service, storage for our library and hospitality supplies and 
use of its audio-visual and computer equipment. The food donations requested are a small 
token of appreciation for all of that. 
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Jewish Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay 
 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Annual dues - $25 - make check payable to JGSTB 

Mail check and application form to: 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay 

c/o Treasurer 
14041 Icot Blvd. 

Clearwater, FL 33760 
 

DATE OF APPLICATION:   
 

NAME OF APPLICANT:  
 

MAILING ADDRESS (street, city, zip):   
 

  
 

HOME TELEPHONE:   
 

BUSINESS TELEPHONE:   
 

E-MAIL:   
 

APPLICANT’S FAMILY NAMES AND LOCATIONS BEING RESEARCHED 

DUES PAYMENT RECEIVED:   Date    Amount     

 

 Payment in (cash or check #)   

 Received by    

For further information contact Clint Elbow, President: 

(727) 692-5334           jgstampabay@gmail.com 

SURNAME TOWN  COUNTRY 
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JEWISH  GENEALOGICAL  SOCIET Y  OF  TAMPA  BAY  

 

We’re on the web! 
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~fljgstb/ 

The Jewish Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay meets on the 2nd Sunday of each 

month, except for the months of July and August. Meetings are held at the Gulf 

Coast Jewish Family and Community Services, 14041 Icot Blvd., Clearwater, Florida. 

Library access and pre-meeting social begins at 1:30 PM; the meeting begins at 2:00 

PM.  

 

JGSTB was founded in 1999 by a group of individuals in the greater Tampa Bay area 

who were interested in learning how to research their Jewish family roots. Anyone 

interested in learning how to do Jewish genealogical research is invited to attend our 

meetings.    Beginners as well as experienced researchers are welcome. An extensive 

library of books, maps, videos, CDs, periodicals and other materials on Jewish gene-

alogy, as well as genealogy in general, is available for use by all members. Members 

may check out items to take home. A listing of the library contents can be viewed 

on our website. 

 

For further information on the Jewish Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay or direc-

tions to the meeting, call Sally Israel at 727 343-1652. 

 

The JGSTB is a non-profit educational organization affiliated with the International    

Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies (IAJGS)—an independent non-profit        

umbrella organization coordinating the activities and annual conference of more than 

75 International and local Jewish Genealogical societies around the world. 

 

You can contact us by email at: jgstampabay@gmail.com 

The newsletter of the Jewish Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay (JGSTB) 

Natalie Armitage, Editor—Email: nrarmitage@centurylink.net, Telephone: 352 341-5188 

Web page: http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~fljgstb/ 

Published quarterly in March, June, September and December 

Permission to reprint articles is granted providing credit is given to the author and JGSTB 


