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Greetings and best wishes for a great New Year! 
While you may still have the taste of Hanukkah latkes on your palate, we are off and running in what we intend to be an 

exciting New Year for us all.  First up for our January program is Howard Margol speaking on Lithuanian research.  Coming 
up in February is Alan Koenig who will tell of his success in using the new Yad Vashem online database.  We are starting a 
series of monthly workshops at the John F. Germany Library in Tampa with Debbe Hagner facilitating.  Our library and our 
website are growing.  Come along on an exciting genealogical journey with us in 2006.  We think you will enjoy the trip. 

January Program 
LATEST DEVELOPMENTS IN LITHUANIAN RESEARCH 

By Howard Margol 
• Sunday, January 15, 2006 
• Gulf Coast Jewish Family Services 
• 14041 Icot Blvd., Clearwater, Florida  
• 1:30 pm - Social and Information Exchange 
• 2:00 pm - Program 

The basics of research in Lithuania are well known – write 
to the Lithuanian archives, and search the JewishGen and Litvak 
SIG databases.  But there are new developments in researching 
Lithuanian records that will help you obtain better results.  We 
are pleased to announce that Howard Margol, one of the 
foremost authorities on Lithuanian research, will provide this 
new information at our January meeting to enable you to 
advance your research, not only in Lithuania, but in Latvia and 
other parts of Eastern Europe as well.  Don't miss this 
opportunity to learn from a recognized authority.  We are 
fortunate that Mr. Margol, who lives in Atlanta, is visiting in 
Florida and is available to speak to our society. 

Howard Margol is Past 
President of the International 
Association of Jewish 
Genealogical Societies (IAJGS).  
He is also a past president of the 
Jewish Genealogical Society of 
Georgia.  Howard travels 
regularly to Lithuania and 
Latvia for humanitarian and 
research purposes, and he has 

established a “first name” relationship with the Directors 
and Chief Archivists in the major Lithuanian Archives.  
He has led twelve different group trips to Lithuania and 
Latvia.  Howard has written numerous articles for 
Avotaynu and various newsletters and newspapers, and 
he has lectured extensively on genealogical topics at 
group meetings and conferences.  He is also the co-
founder and Secretary-Treasurer of the "American Fund 
For Lithuanian-Latvian Jews, Inc." a non-profit charity.  
He has done extensive personal genealogy research and 
has traced his own family back to 1747 

 
Preview of Coming Attractions 

February Program 
USING THE YAD VASHEM HOLOCAUST DATA BASE 

Alan Koenig 
Sunday, February 12, 2006 

Coming up in February will be our own Alan Koenig who will speak on his success in using the new online Yad Vashem 
database and other sources to make major finds and establish family connections that traced his family back to the late 18th 
century.  

The Yad Vashem Shoah Victims database can now be accessed on the Internet. Using this remarkable tool, Al and 
Sharon Koenig were able to trace surviving family who live in Paris, France.  With some effort they established contact and 
eventually received a letter from a survivor that states; "I hope as my English will be good enough to express you how I was 
Happy to learn, to discover, after 60 years, as we still have some family from our mother's, like if you are giving us back a 
part of our mother."  Leon continued, "The connection with your uncle David is certain, at which degree? Same as you, we 
would like to find out." 

This presentation explains how using the many tools of Jewish genealogy - LDS microfilms, JewishGen, JRI Poland, 
Czhestochowa-Radomsko Research Group, direct contact with various Polish archives and several of the books in the JGSTB 
library, the Koenigs were able to establish with certainty family connections with the locating of over 100 family records 
dating back to the late 18th century. What is perhaps most amazing, they were able to locate three other groups of family 
Holocaust survivors.  Another one of these newly located survivors passed away about two months ago and his daughter 
emailed them to say, "Even if you did not know my father did you to him the joy of teaching him that it was not orphan any 
more and that it had a great family in America. You got immense joys to him by sending photographs, documents, to him."  

You will not want to miss this one either, so plan now to be with us on Sunday, February 12. 
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December 2005 Program 

We closed out 2005 with a December meeting featuring Sue Farley, who 
gave a very interesting presentation on how she was able to research and 
document in great detail her Aunt Renate Gruenbaum's brave, but ultimately 
tragic journey from Winkheim, Germany to Gurs, France, and eventually to 
Auschwitz where she perished.   

 
Sue also brought along a standing exhibit that she created to show the 

timeline and events along the paths of her relatives.  Her now 90 year-old 
father, Manfred Greenbaum, the only survivor of his European family, was 
in attendance for the presentation. 

 
Other News for the New Year 

Your newly elected JGS officers for the 2006 year are: 

• President: Bill Israel 
• First Vice President: Clint Elbow 
• Second Vice President: Emil Isaacson 
• Secretary: Bettylou Rosen 
• Treasurer: Larry Blum 

These new (but mostly recycled) officers for the coming year thank you for the opportunity to serve you, and they look 
forward to hearing from you as to how they can serve you better.  

One other important item of business accomplished in December was the approval of our Constitution and Bylaws, 
which are now posted at our website <http://www.rootsweb.com/~fljgstb/home.htm>. 

If you haven't taken a look at our website lately, do so.  Clint Elbow continues to make additions and enhancements to it.  
More is yet to come, so keep looking at it periodically.  There you will find program announcements, an archive of past 
programs, our bylaws, a listing of our library resources, links to useful reference materials and more.  

We have another treat for you too - an all year long one.  Because of the success of Debbe Hagner's Tampa Library 
workshop in August, and because of popular demand by those who found this workshop to be a productive way to do family 
history research, Debbe plans to have hands-on workshops on the 4th Sunday of every month during 2006.  If you want to 
roll up your sleeves and let Debbe show you how to make use of the most extensive genealogical library resources in the 
Tampa Bay area, meet her at the John F. Germany Library Public Library on Sunday January 22 from 1-5 PM.  The John 
Germany library is Hillsborough County's Main Library, and it is located in downtown Tampa at 900 North Ashley Drive. 

Contact Debbe Hagner at  <dhagner@attglobal.net> for further information. 

 
This summer's hottest ticket for an anticipated 2,000 researchers and 

experts will be New York City’s 26th IAJGS International Conference on 
Jewish Genealogy, August 13-18. It is hosted this year by the Jewish 
Genealogical Society of New York, the first such society founded in 1977. 
Online user-friendly conference/hotel registration (Marriott Marquis) and 
continually updated information and NY 2006 discussion list signup are at 
www.jgsny2006.org.   Or contact Linda Cantor at <Linda@jgsny2006.org>. 
Highlights of the Conference (Several of us will be going): 
• Programming, for beginners through advanced researchers, is in many Jewish genealogy categories. Some confirmed 

talks include landsmanshaftn societies, HIAS rescue records, Hungarian and Polish-themed programs, Romaniote Greek 
Jewry and Sephardic talks, the Jewish Catskills, and new resources.  

• The keynote speaker is Dr. Allen Weinstein, Ninth Archivist of the United States.  
• Speakers include Dr. Stephen Morse (also teaching in the computer lab), genetic DNA pioneer Bennett Greenspan of 

Family Tree DNA, Miriam Weiner, Stanley Diamond, Yale Reisner, Marian Smith and others including JewishGen staff.  
• Panel discussions are set for Eastern/Central European cemetery restoration and Genealogy and Genetics, while a hands-

on computer lab will offer computer basics, country specific courses among others. 
• Events include SIG lunches and meetings 
• A Russian track is expected to attract large numbers of Russian émigrés from Brooklyn and beyond 
• Evening activities include a musical program with Zalman Mlotek, Folksbiene Yiddish Theater director and the Banquet 

on Thursday evening 

 Sue Farley shows photo of her Aunt Renate 
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My Beginnings With Genealogy 
by Rita Rubin 

 
To anyone who has thought about finding their 

heritage but thought they couldn’t or no relatives were 
alive to help, I am here to tell you that you can do it and 
our club is here to help you along the way, just as they 
have helped me.  

First you must have the desire to learn and that came 
after the birth of my son’s first child, when he asked me 
questions about our family and I could not give him the 
answers he was seeking.  My parents had already passed 
on and so did all my aunts and some answers about our 
family that I could find.  All I really knew were the stories 
that I had heard since childhood.  One story, which had a 
negative effect upon me, was that my mother’s father was 
a Litvak and my father’s father was a Galitzianer and 
since the Litvak’s did not like the Galitzianer’s, he was 
not welcomed into the family.  I wanted to know what the 
difference was and why, since they were both Jewish.  
Gifts of money and of love were withheld because of this 
prejudice. 

I started reading books on Genealogy, which started 
with the basics and they tell you to look through any 
papers that you have, look at old photos and ask living 
relatives questions.  I did all the groundwork that I could 
do and then went on to Census Records.  My father’s 
family was very easy to find as they lived in the same 
house in Upstate New York, since they came over to 
America.  Close by also lived my Grandfather’s brother 
and sister.  I started to look on the Internet for help and 

found The Ellis Island Site to get immigration records.  It 
took me a while to find all the records because of the 
differences in spellings of the names. 

Three years ago, I decided to join The Jewish Genealogy 
Society of Tampa Bay and started to get some real help with 
my research.  I could talk with people who were much further 
advanced in their search than I was and get help by listening 
to them. They also had workshops for learning, and a library 
filled with books on the subjects that I was following.  They 
had speakers who gave lectures on subjects that could help 
you plus you had people to ask questions of, if you had some 
problems with your research.  All in all it has been a very 
positive experience.  This past year I joined the group at the 
annual Jewish Genealogy Conference in Las Vegas and much 
of the time, I was in awe of the people who gave the lectures 
as I had read their books and publications or visited their 
Internet sites.  It was a top-notch roster of the best people 
working in Jewish Genealogy today and I really enjoyed 
myself, while coming away with some helpful information. 

I am nowhere finished with my research but at least I 
have tried and can pass along some Family Research to my 
two sons who can pick up where I leave off and who can pass 
it along to their children.  I have at least given them some 
information about their heritage and I will continue to do so 
with the help of The Jewish Genealogy Society of Tampa 
Bay. 

(Editor's note: Many thanks to Rita for her personal 
story of her genealogical pursuits) 

 
QUICK CLIPS – INFORMATION YOU CAN USE 

 
• World war one draft records and indexes (Thanks go to Rita Rubin for this information): Ancestry has completed 

indexing and digitizing nearly 24 million World War One Draft Registration Cards (1917-1918).   Some of this 
information requires payment.   Search the database at <http://www.militaryindexes.com/worldwarone>. 

• New Information on Romania: There is much new information on Romania to be found at the site for the IAJGS 
Cemetery Project.  You can get to that site from www.iajgs.org or www.Jewishgen.org. The new information is from all 
over Romania with both additional information for towns that were already listed as well as entire new town listings -- in 
fact, the listings of towns has at least doubled. 

• DNA Genetics & Genealogy Conference: The Genealogical Society of Sarasota will present a daylong conference on 
genealogical DNA on Saturday, January 28, 2006 at the Sahib Shrine Center, 600 N. Beneva Rd., Sarasota, FL.  The 
conference on a cutting edge topic will be led by three experts in the field. Registration (which includes lunch) is $45.  
The website for information and registration is at <http://www.rootsweb.com/~flgss/DNAseminar.htm>. 

• Census Tools: A variety of free spreadsheets for organizing federal and state census data are available in both Excel and 
PDF formats.  Census Tools also provides free tools for organizing several other types of data including cemetery data 
and ship's manifest data.  Check out all the forms and download them from < http://www.censustools.com>. 

• NYC Census Update: This update on utilities for the New York City Census on the Steve Morse One-Step site is a 
useful aid to find the Assembly District/Election District number (AD/ED) on targeted addresses for the New York State 
Censuses of 1905, 1915, and 1925 for the five boroughs of NYC.  Find it at <http://www.stevemorse.org/nyc/nyc.php>. 

• New Holocaust Databases: JewishGen announced the addition of 37,000 new records to the JewishGen Holocaust 
Database <http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/Holocaust>.  There are 13 new datasets and 2 updated datasets. 
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Nu? What's New? 
 

"Nu? What's New?" is a free newsletter published biweekly by Avoyatnu, Inc.  It contains topical news and useful 
information related to Jewish genealogy.  You can sign up on the Internet at <http://www.avotaynu.com/nuwhatsnew.htm>.  
One item from the current issue calls attention to a new Steve Morse finding aid:  

Stephen P. Morse has added a "Finding Birthdates and Related Persons" portal to his site at http://stevemorse.org. 
It uses http://www.privateeye.com to identify contemporary Americans giving their name, town, state, and possibly 
birth date and names of other members of the household.  
Gary Mokotoff, who publishes "Nu? What's New" finds this aid useful to locate women whose married surname is 

unknown. If you know the woman's birth date, searching this database for any person with a specific given name born on a 
specific date may provide you with the married name of the woman after analyzing the results.  If you have collateral lines 
with whom you have little contact, use the Social Security Death Index to pick up death dates of persons and sites such as 
privateeye.com to acquire birth dates of these relatives.  

If you are not subscribed to "Nu? What's New", sign up today to take advantage of this useful online newsletter.  An 
archive of past issues (full of great tips and news of interest) can be found at < http://www.avotaynu.com/nu.htm>. 
 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 2005 IAJGS CONFERENCE IN LAS VEGAS 
 

It has taken us six months to finally get around to publishing photos of our delegation at the 2005 IAJGS Conference in 
Las Vegas, but – better late than never – here they are.  Attending and having a great experience at the conference were JGS 
of Tampabay members Larry and Florence Blum, Ellie Gordon, Bill and Sally Israel, Emil Isaacson, and Rita Rubin.   

Some of us will be back for the 2006 conference in New York.  If you have never before been to an IAJGS conference, it 
is an experience you should not deny yourself.  Read the conference announcement on page 2 to get an idea of what is in 
store for this summer.  It is truly an educational, social, historical and entertaining experience. 
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Larry, Rita, Ellie, Bill 
Flory, Emil, Sally 

Susan King of JewishGen 
Accepting her award Larry & Flory, Rita, Ellie, Sally 

Larry & Flory Blum, Rita Rubin Stephen Morse & his new best 
friend, Emil Isaacson 


