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Tracing Old King’s Road
(Dedicated to John A. Clegg)
Flagler County’s Historic Heritage Link
by William P. Ryan
July 2006

They came from everywhere
They arrived in Flagler County and the new city of Palm Coast Florida from almost
every point in America. From new Jersey, from New York, with moving vans from
Chicago, home buyers immigrating from Knoxville and even from the islands of the
Caribbean, and distant villages in Russia…the land salesman brought the dream of
moving to a paradise. Fields of palmettos were ripped away, new roads cut, and the
crack of falling slash pine trees sent birds, Florida snakes, and animals wandering to
look for new locations.
Soon Flagler was named as the fastest growing county in the United States.
Each new Florida immigrant brought his own memories of distant places and
times. The bull dozers and construction cranes swept away memories of the
Flagler past.
As the existing forest and swamp lands vanished, only a brick or two, or
perhaps a trimmed cypress log would emerge from the rubble to hint that
someone was here before.
The Old Florida grew fainter as the elderly residents and pioneer families
faded. Gated communities soon adopted old plantation names onto their
impressive brick facades that blocked access to the waterways and roads
where the first settlers farmed.
Only a distant thunder of history still exists in place names.
Here the sounds of the past still echo in street names and places:
Indian Trails, Matanzas, Turnbull Woods,
Pellicer, St. Joseph, Seminole Woods,
Graham’s Swamp, Moultrie, Dupont
Bulow Plantation
Unknown to most new arrivals, they had
located in one of the oldest human
settlements in the United States. Here are
Indian relics and mounds that
might be 2,000 years old. Here stood the
remains of a great Plantation Economy that raised sugar and Indigo for export to
Europe. Great battles and suffering existed here, refugees and hopeful settlers
extended their dreams.
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Before it was paved. I photographed the last remaining, dirt surfaced Old King's Road in Flagler County
before the road pavers widened and covered it with a hard surface. Old King's is again going to serve as a route of
refuge for Flagler residents to escape Hurricanes or potential fires.
photo: Bill Ryan

A thread still remains that can trace our history: Old King's Road in Flagler
County. It too is vanishing, but a bit still remains,
I decided to look for it.
Today, Old King's Road runs from the northern border of Flagler County starting
at an intersection of U.S. route 1, and near the Flagler line and Pellicer Creek. It
runs through Flagler as a busy highway, crossing the heavy traffic of Palm Coast
Parkway, and then runs south to the Flagler County line, and vanishes into the
Dixie Highway where its ghostly path still retains a straight line southward through
what is now known as the Halifax Plantation development.
Most of Old King’s Road is now paved, and the northern dirt path section is now
vanishing beneath road graders as it too is being paved as a hurricane and
emergency escape route for Flagler County citizens.
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Can Old King's Road still be found?
Once upon a time, this was a 16 foot wide, stage coach ready highway,
constructed by British Engineers well before the American Revolution.
It follows ancient Indian trails, and remarkably the present roadway falls almost
exactly on the original path within Flagler County. This road existed before 1767
and was the route followed by an amazing collection of historical figures as they
traveled through what is now Flagler County.
This remarkable roadway traveled from Georgia thru Jacksonville, then to St.
Augustine, what is now Flagler County, and journeyed straight south to the then
new community of New Smyrna on Florida’s Atlantic Coast. It was once the main
route into Florida, and remained so right up to Civil War times.
As webmaster, I had worked on the Library’s Flagler Memories project.
Old King’s Road kept appearing in our interviews and
memories of early residents. There were files of research papers within
the library’s archives, and excellent history books, however I could not find
much that really tied together Old King’s Road and Flagler County’s rich
history except for some fading newspaper articles.
I met with the Library Director, Doug Cisney to obtain those that records existed in
our library. Mr. Cisney had several thick folders of documents donated to the new
library, and it soon became apparent I was not the first to inquire about the history
of Old King’s Road, but not recently.
The library had photocopies of several detailed scientific reports prepared many
years ago by a far seeing County Commission who anticipated the rapid growth
of our area. The were looking to see what sites were worthy of preservation. I
began to study these and was saddened to note that these wonderful studies did
not appear to have made much impact. Florida has a long history of the bull
dozer and developer winning over its past. Old King’s Road appeared to have
faded into the past.
Technology has also changed. The thick reports in the library collection are
mostly early copy machine duplicates of original writings; the maps and diagrams
are fuzzy. It was evident however, before Palm Coast and Flagler County
achieved its level of growth, many scientists and historians made visits here to
research our extensive past. The papers and documents contain great detail
about the rich history of our area. However, I could not locate any overall papers,
except for some aging newspaper stories. I decided to try to pull some of this
information together in this paper.
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Some of these documents in the Flagler Library Collection include:
1922 Soil Survey of Flagler County Florida - U.S. Department of Agriculture,
mostly concerned with our soil and wetlands, and the potential
of Flagler as an Agricultural community.
1973-1974 Series of Articles by James R. Ward of the Florida Times Union
on Old King’s Road.
1974 Organization by Ralph Cooper, St. Augustine
Committee for National Bicentennial to preserve and document
Old King’s Road. March 1974
1978 Palm Coast Cultural Resource Assessment: Comprehensive Land
Use Report by James J. Miller – a detailed study of historic sites in
Flagler County including Indian mounds.
1981 A British Period Sawmill investigated by W. M. Jones – (a British
saw mill of 1770’s located near Old King’s Road in Northern Flagler County)
called Hewitt’s Mill) in El Escribano magazine.
1983 Fort Fulton A Seminole Indian War Fort - - by William M. Jones
(again a study of the area near Hewitt’s Mill and Old King’s Road
1987 Historic Properties Survey of Flagler County Florida by Paul Weaver
1988 Archaeological Survey Flagler County Florida – Historic Property
Associates, St. Augustine Florida – detail study of ancient Indian sites
(undated) Comprehensive Land Use Plan – Natural Resources
Palm Coast at Flagler County Florida – a large report collected
from the Florida Master Site File – again detail on Flagler Historic Sites
1997 The King’s Road, Florida’s First Highway by Dr. William R. Adams,
a report commissioned by the City of New Smyrna and the Volusia
County Board of Commissioners, the most detailed report on Old King’s Road.
Plus many books written about our area including rich detail on the struggle of the
Minorcans of New Smyrna and their struggle as they passed thru
our area on Old King’s Road.
There was a great deal of information in the library files, mostly written detail by
professional historians and experts. It also appeared to me that except for
preserved County Sites such as The Princess Place Preserve, and State
Historical sites such as the Bulow Plantation along Old King’s Road almost
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nothing remained of the past. Except for the very readable The History of Flagler
County written by John Clegg in 1976, the story of Old King’s road and its rich
history had vanished along with Mr. Ward’s fading newspaper articles in 1974.
The last piece of dirt and gravel Old King’s was vanishing as the road graders
changed the last stretch into a new paved roadway in Northern Flagler County.
I was fortunate to tour some of these sites with Mr. Clegg and Mr. Cisney, and
filmed a few of the locations. As I read thru the thick photocopies of library
documents, I became more aware there was a linkage with Old King’s Road, this
ancient highway, the memory of which ties together the rich Flagler County
History. John Clegg was a wonderful 'Southern Gentleman' who had a rich
background in Flagler History. I wish I could have spent more time with him.
Knowledge of some fading news paper clippings
In the Spring of 1973, Mr. James R. Ward of the Florida Times Union began a series of
articles on Old King’s Road.
“By some stroke of fortune, the route of the Old King’s Road in Flagler
County was never lost except for about a mile south of Pellicer Creek”
Perhaps this happy circumstance is because there is so little of the Kings Road in the
county or more likely because the portion of the county through which it passes has
remained relatively unchanged.” James R. Ward December 1973
Mr. Ward wrote about the rich plantation economy that once existed along Old King's
Road and urged that this rich historical area be recognized and preserved for future
generations. He commented on the remaining beauty of Northern Flagler along Pellicer
Creek. His articles stimulated much local interest in Old King's Road.
A meeting was held in November 1973 to form a King’s Road Committee, and
further meetings held thru 1974. It was proposed that King’s Road be recreated as an
historical trail; properly mapped, marked restored and made available for public use.
Their report further stated “A Township Survey Map dated 1834 identifies the Kings
Road as going in a south to North direction through Flagler County. There is a
westward bend which goes by the Hewett Mill which was constructed around 1770.
Fort Fulton was built later during the Seminole war around 1840 to protect military
supply lines along King’s Road. The committee was chaired by Mr. Ralph W. Cooper
Jr.., Executive Director of St. Augustine’s Committee for the national Bicentennial.
There is no record of further activities to follow the committee’s recommendations on
marking and establish public awareness of historic Old King’s Road. Later there was
much publicity about “the old brick road” in Flagler, which existed in the 1920s, but Old
King’s appeared to fade into the past.
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In 1978 in anticipation of the development of Palm Coast, a very complete study
was accomplished by James J. Miller of Cultural Resource Management, Tallahassee
Florida. Palm Coast Cultural Resource Assessment: Comprehensive Land use Plan
Report went into great detail on the historic sites, both ancient and more recent within
Flagler County. A detail report of Old King’s Road was given, along with Indian
Mounds along and adjacent to Old King’s Road. It defined sites that should be
preserved including a commentary on Old Kings Road.
In 1987 another very complete report was written Historic Properties Survey
of Flagler County Florida. This again studied the historic areas of Flagler County and
recommended their preservation. Much detail was given to Old King’s Road. This
study covers much of Old King’s Road plus the historic properties that were threatened
by the rapid development within Flagler County and Palm Coast.
The most complete study of Old King’s Road was accomplished in 1997. The King’s
Road: Florida’s First Highway by Dr William R. Adams, was a study commissioned by
the city of New Smyrna and Volusia County. It covers the history, the routes, and the
areas thru which the road traveled.
Most of the roadway has vanished beneath concrete, or was relocated and rebuilt
many times. Maps and surveys indicated strongly the route thru Flagler County was
on the original course or very close to it. The Spanish land grant maps also show the
public road much in the same location as its modern named route. In the then
unpaved area near Pellicer creek and U.S. route 1, it appears to be exactly on the
same course. (this section is being graded for paving as this is being written.)
In 1996 John Rodenmeyer, Southeast Volusia Historic Society, New Smyrna
Florida produced an amazing video tape tracing Old King’s Road from St. Augustine to
New Smyrna. The tape shows the very few pieces of the road that still exists in its
original condition, sadly most has vanished beneath buildings, housing developments,
or is blocked by fencing in Volusia County. Mr. Rodenmeyer commented on the very
few markers and recognition of this important American highway that so strongly
affected our history..
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We were not the first…..
Indian tribes existing thousands of years ago made the
pathways thru swamps and along the natural ridges. We
were not the first! Prior to the arrival of the first Spanish
explorers, many Indians lived here for perhaps thousands of
years. It was estimated that by the time of Columbus’s
voyages there could have been over 900,000 Indians living
in the Florida area. By 1710 it was
estimated that no more than 1,000 of
the early Timucuan Indians still
existed. Soon none existed.
“They be all naked and of goodly
stature, mighty, faire and as well
sharpen…as any people in all the
worlde, very gentill, curious and of
good nature…the men be of tawny
color, hawke nosed and of a pleasant
countenance…the women be well
favored and modest…” French Explorer
Jean Ribault May 1562

The arrival of the Europeans
brought pathogens... Diseases
such as smallpox, influenza,
bubonic plague, and yellow fever.
Slave ships arriving from Africa
carried new woes in addition to
their suffering human cargo. The
ancient Florida tribes may have
been here for thousands of years,
walking their paths and raising
great mounds of shell, and burial
sites, but they had no resistance
to the European plagues. Also attacks from the English in the north, carried
many off into slavery. The Spanish priests established a chain of over 40
missions to Christianize the Indians. They wrote exact records and noted that
the Indian villages grew maize (corn), beans, pumpkins, cucumbers, citrus,
gourds, with two crops of corn being planted yearly. These early tribesmen were
reported as being taller in stature than the short stature European visitors, and
were well organized around village life.
In 1704 the northern English settlers had waged a total war against the
Spanish destroying the missions, killing the priests and scattering the surviving
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Indians. By 1717 there were too few original Indians left to be mentioned in the
accounts. Disease and war created a holocaust in “La Florida”. New groups of
Indians came from the north and west, but they had no memory of the ancient
ones.
There was nothing to mark their existence except for a few pieces of broken
pottery, some huge piles of oyster shells, animal bones, and perhaps a human
skull, or a bit of bead work had had been placed with care into a sacred burial
site.

Explored by area families for over a hundred years…..
For over a hundred years the great Indian mounds were explored by early
Flagler County residents, and many private collections exist. Bones of animals
that no longer exist such as the Mastadon were intermingled with human burial
remains although there is dispute as to when the ancient Indians arrived here.
Everyone agrees, it was long, long ago.
The Flagler Beach museum exhibits some of these
amateur archeological findings. There are also
reputed to be private collections. There are many
Indian collections within Flagler that originated
with these mysterious mounds explored by
local researchers
The agony of an archeologist visiting Indian sites along Old King’s Road is written in
James J. Miller’s report of July 1978:
Eatman Mound
”Situated on Palm Coast property in the vicinity of current construction, the Eatman
mound was not recorded until the present study. Its location was revealed by a local
resident. The site was visited and found to be heavily damaged. Bulldozer tracks led to
the site from a recently cleared area where roads and lots were laid out. The vandalism
was so recent that only a few small, grassy weeds had been able to grow in the fresh,
white sand.
.....the bulldozer operator, or perhaps a later visitor walked across the site a few times,
picking up human bones and pottery, the leaving the collection in a pile in the center.
.....the mound which had stood the test of perhaps 2,000 years, was destroyed in
probably less than 15 minutes.” James J. Miller, July 1978. (1)
The studies identified many ancient Indian sites within Flagler county, several
along the Old King’s Road route.
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”A.E. Douglas, an amateur archaeologist from New York and a prominent winter
resident of St. Augustine, investigated a number of sites on the east coast, including
two in Flagler County, the King’s Road Mount and the Marineland midden which he
called Dupont’s mound. The King’s Road Mound, to the east of the old King’s Road
some three miles north of Bulow was a sand burial mound in which ‘the only visible
remnants of burials were human teeth and fragments of jaws…”
”Dupont’s Mound (the Marineland midden) was described in considerable detail by
Douglas. At that time it was fifteen feet deep on the seacoast and extended from there
to the river; ‘its length is about half a mile, and its width the same.’
He described successive layers of shell debris, hearths mingled with fragmentary
pottery, and ‘bones of fish and fowl, of turtle, alligator and deer’. He interpreted the
site as having grow from long-term usage of households of Indians accumulating
debris about them, and moving about over the growing surface.”
historic properties survey of Flagler County Florida Nov 1987

The early native Indians
The ancient Indian pathways vanished along with their travelers, but they were
soon replaced by new visitors to Florida later called The Seminoles, who most certainly
re-established pathways and linkages between their new villages, the waterways, north
and south. The Seminoles arrived to escape wars and pressures from white settlers
moving into the Carolinas, Georgia and the western Florida panhandle where wars
raged. The Seminoles often re-established pathways of the ancient ones.
Along Old King’s Road in Flagler County Florida existed large piles of Indian
relics, which were shells, perhaps burial, or even refuse sites. These were carefully
studied and documented prior to the rapid development of the community of Palm
Coast but many vanished under the charge of the bull dozer blade. The Flagler
County library holds a detailed 1987 report on the ancient Indian sites within the
county. Sites such as “The Wadsworth Midden” near the mouth of Pellicer Creek and
the “Rhotan Midden” where the shell bank
along Pellicer Creek indicated an ancient Indian village, and The King’s Road
Mound located about 2 miles north of the Bulow Plantation, on the east side
of Old King’s Road.
”The human occupation of the peninsula of Florida is now well established as
extending back for ten or twelve thousand years; at, or near, the end of the last glacial
period.” Historic Properties Survey of Flagler County Nov 1987
Sadly many of these sites no longer exist not being able to survive rapid development.
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The Spanish arrive – La Florida – The Empire of Spain
Matanzas appears in our history of names
When Flagler County was searching for a name to place on their new high school, it
was decided to use a name widely known “Matanzas.” There was some discussion
when local newspapers reported that the word meant “place of slaughters.” There was
some public discussion about a name of ‘murder high.’ It was a well established local
name, and it stuck. Few knew the real story.
Pedro Menedez de Aviles was the founder of Palm Coast’s neighbor, St. Augustine.
He left Cadiz Spain in June of 1565. He established the new city in September but
was also aware that the dark clouds of war surrounded it. Spain and France were at
war. There were many that would like to destroy the new Spanish
settlement. A year earlier the French under Rene’ de Laudonniere had
established a new settlement named Fort Caroline to the north near
Jacksonville at the mouth of the St. Johns River. In August of 1565
Admiral Jean Ribault arrived with reinforcements, and then decided to
put to sea and attack young St. Augustine. Menedez, hearing that Fort
Caroline was weakly defended marched overland thru a raging storm
and captured the French base.
The September winds of 1565 along Florida’s Atlantic coast were not kind. Terrible
nor'easters can blow for several days. Ribault’s fleet was blown far south. Three of
the wrecked ships were driven ashore near the present “Ponce de Leon Inlet in
present day Volusia County – ‘ known locally as Ponce Inlet’”. The survivors had no
where to go. If they went south, there was nothing. They salvaged what they could and
began the long walk north.
Some of the Protestant Huguenot survivors had struggled north to Anastasia Island
along the orange tinged Coquina sands that now form the Atlantic Beaches of Flagler
County Florida.
The Spanish troops of St. Augustine were waiting after being informed by local Indians.
The commander, Menedez, had a dilemma. He knew the Protestant French wanted to
destroy him and his new Catholic settlement. He also could barely feed his own men
and did not have the force to guard them. The shipwrecked soldiers surrendered and
were slaughtered. A second group of French including Admiral Ribault and all of the
band of shipwrecked soldiers and sailors were also executed except for the few who
claimed to be Catholic and reportedly “some Musicians”.
The inlet to the Atlantic, south of Anastasia island was thereafter known as Matanzas
which means Murder or Slaughter.
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”Not all of them were captured. ”The remainder, hearing of the fate of Ribault’s
company, fled south along the coast and built fortifications around the Cape Canaveral
area. Menendez pursued this group with 150 of his men taking most to Cuba as
prisoners.” Palm Coast Cultural Resource Assessment 1978 (1)
The new community of St. Augustine barely survived with wars, attacks by
English freebooter pirates, hostile Indians, weather and disease. “Franciscan Fathers
arrived to build missions in a chain from South Carolina to St. Augustine and overland
to the Apalachicola River. Military presence was also manifested in a string of sentinel
houses along the coast. An early sentinel’s post was built at Matanzas Inlet as the
Spanish recognized the strategic importance of that waterway. The Franciscan Fathers
also built missions in a chain from South Carolina to St. Augustine and by 1597 the
Spanish had control over most of the Indians in the area. Palm Coast Cultural Assessment
1978 (1)

(In 1742 the Spanish constructed Fort Matanzas to cover their ‘back door’ to St.
Augustine. It overlooked Matanzas Inlet and had
accurate, pre-sighted cannon with a one mile range
to cover the narrow inlet and guard against English
Pirates trying to row their longboats in past the
rough surf. The fort was built on ‘rattlesnake
island.’ It probably was not a popular duty for the
Spanish soldiers. By 1900 the Fort had badly
crumbled, and was later restored by the National
Park Service.) Residents now can make a free
launch trip to the Island and a guided tour.) photo National Park Service
No roads here under the Spanish rule
There were certainly Indian
pathways thru what is today Flagler
County, but no established roads
existed from St. Augustine.
Spanish explorers, and soldiers
may have explored the area, but
there is no record of early
settlement here. There were Indian
villages, and movement to and from
and to St. Augustine following
existing Indian and game trails.
The waterways remained the main
avenue of transport. Several
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investigators reported Spanish artifacts in the Flagler area but no established roads
built by the Spanish.
Spain held their portion of Florida for some 198 years! St. Augustine had survived
pirate attacks, attacks by English soldiers, storms, disease, and neglect.
It was written that when the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth Rock in 1620, St. Augustine
was ready for an urban renewal program! There was much Indian contact with this
settlement, and certainly there were long established Indian trails in our area following
natural ridge lines, but maps of the period do not show roads southward through what
today is Flagler County.

Florida comes under British Control
The Beginning of Old King’s Road
”The British started to settle the east coast of the United States early in
the seventeenth century. Boundary conflicts between the Spanish and
English soon arose, leading to series of skirmishes between the two
nations. In June and July of 1740 James Oglethorpe, founder of
Georgia, led a force of Georgians, Carolinians and Indians against the Spanish city of
St. Augustine. The British assault was not successful, because of the protection
afforded the southern access to the city by the minor fortification at Matanzas.” Palm
Coast Cultural Resource Assessment 1978 (1)

There was constant conflict between the British and the Spanish which finally resulted
in all out war.
A treaty of 1763 settling this war “The Treaty of Paris” swapped Florida for the
Philippine Islands and Cuba (which was then held by the British).
“La Florida” now was under English control. Almost all of the Spanish settlers, and
many Christianized Indians fled to Cuba. The Spanish kept wonderful records actually
listing the names and ships making the trip. Later there was confusion over ownership
of land which had been granted by the former Spanish government and disputed by
the new British owners. St. Augustine was a dilapidated, worn down community with
almost no residents when the new British owners arrived.

The need for a road and re-population of the territory
The Beginning of Old King’s Road
The British owned Florida in 1763 and held it until 1783 when it went back to Spanish
control. This 20 year period was the beginning of Old King’s Road.
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In London of 1763 Colonel James Grant was inducted as the new Governor of East
Florida. He arrived in St. Augustine in August of 1764.
The British needed to quickly re-populate their new territory. They
offered land grants to soldiers, officers, and new English settlers to
settle here, establish new farms and homesteads. “Establishing a
network of roads became a top priority of Colonel James Grant, the
first governor of British East Florida, after he arrived in St. Augustine
on August 29, 1764.”
More than 3,000 Spanish residents had evacuated the colony after it
passed from Spanish to British control in 1763…” The King’s Road:
Florida’s First Highway There were reportedly only three families and a small garrison of
British Troops when Gov. Grant arrived. Grant characterized what he found as a ‘state
of nature’, not an acre of land planted…and nobody to work or at work.
1763 Gov. James Grant

“Field officers were offered grants of 5,000 acres, captains 3,000 acres, staff officers
2,000, non-commissioned officers 200 and privates 50”
Palm Coast Cultural Resource Assessment 1978

“Settlers were desperately needed but the governor realized that efforts to lure them
from the northern colonies [where]…whole families [frequently move] from one
province to another in wagons” would be severely limited by the poor condition of the
roads in Florida. The new narrow routes that exists were often impassable in rainy
weather and fit only foot or horse traffic under optimal conditions. A road of sorts ran
from St. Augustine to Savannah, Georgia, but Grant became “uneasy upon finding that
some [settlers who]…had attempted to come here were obliged to return on account of
bad roads and difficulties they met with in passing rivers, as no ferry boats were
established. The King’s Road
Lacking sufficient resources in the province’s budget to construct an adequate road
network, Grant proposed to raise subscriptions to build a road to connect East Florida
and Georgia. Grant made a generous personal contribution and solicited other
settlers in Florida, Georgia and South Caroline for similar donations. By July 1765 he
had raised 500 guineas for the project and secured a pledge from the Georgia Colonial
assembly. (this was a substantial amount of money for the times)
The initial plan was for a roadway from Fort Barrington Georgia to St. Augustine.
There was a simple roadway from Savannah Ga. to St. Augustine already existing.
“By the summer of 1765 Georgia planter Jonathon Bryan searched for a route for the
northern segment of the road between St. Augustine and the St. Mary’s River. Riding
on horseback for eleven hours, Bryan recorded a distance of thirty-eight miles from St.
Augustine to the narrows on the St. Johns River known as the Cowford (now
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Jacksonville). Bryan predicted the ‘road must be causeway almost the whole way’ with
several short bridges, a project of ‘great difficulty’”
However, work proceeded slowly, and it was not until 1775, only months before
the American Revolution, was the northern route completed.
The King’s Road: Florida’s First Highway

Grant’s Lieutenant Governor, John Moultrie, was a very capable leader who had
arrived at the urgent request of Governor Grant.
Both Grant and John Moultrie were aware of the efforts of powerful entrepreneur
Dr. Andrew Turnbull was planning a new settlement approximately 65 miles southward
in New Smyrna. All agreed that a road south from St. Augustine would be highly
beneficial in development of plantations and commerce.
Interviewing the Indian Grey Eyes……
Here in my story, arrives a fascinating character, who may or may not have
existed. The area that is now Flagler County had a fierce, dark swamp
south east from what is now called Pellicer Creek. In December of 1767 the
governor had announced that a passable roadway to the south was
completed.
He then said it had been ‘blazed by my [Indian] friend Grey Eyes when for three years
others could not open one.” The Kings Road, This information also appeared in The
King’s Road:a National Historic Civil Engineering Landmark by James S. Schaub July 1977. (he had
access to original Gov. Grant papers) Mr. Schaub discussed the importance of Old King’s as a National
Engineering Landmark that should be preserved whenever possible. He reported the same Grey Eyes
story.

In Flagler County, Old King’s Road takes some amazing twists
and turns, in some cases describing an “S” shape even on the
modern roadway. It is interesting to speculate that this Indian
Friend of Governor Grant traced Indian trails thru what was
judged an impassible Matanzas Swamp. The swamp is full of
dark, slow flowing waterways, water snakes, and huge Cypress
Trees. It would be a difficult task for any British Engineer accustomed to straight line
roadways. I also found a reference to Grey Eyes in a book called Mullet on the Beach
the story of the Minorcans of Florida by Patricia Griffin.
Author Griffin wrote that when the Minorcan settlers arrived in the new colony
established in New Smyrna, they were met by Indian Gray Eyes who had driven a
herd of cattle ordered by Dr. Turnbull, down the new trail he had blazed.
”Just before the group of settlers made their weary way to their new homes an Indian
named Gray Eyes had driven a herd of cattle, purchased in Georgia and the Carolina
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by Turnbull, down the same patch, perhaps widening it further as they went and
doubtless causing a certain amount of mess.” Mullet on the Beach 1990 by Patricia Griffin
Still searching for Grey Eyes, I wrote an email to Daniel Schafer a historian, author and
professor of history at the University of North Florida, Jacksonville. He replied : “I’m
afraid you missed “Old Gray Eyes” for oral interviews, but there are a few mentions of
him in some of James Grant’s letters, now available on microfilm. He was a Creek
Indian, probably part of the Alachua people under Cowkeeper, although I’m not sure of
his origins. And I’m not sure that the section of the road you mention was actually part
of the route blazed by Old Gray Eyes. That path was selected early, before the official
road was laid out by Bissett and the others that contracted to build the various sections
of the road that ran from south of New Smyrna—about at Canaveral—and ran all the
way to the Georgia line.” Daniel Schafer email
( also I found the name spelled Grey Eyes in some
writings, and Gray Eyes in others) If he existed, and I am sure he did, Grey Eyes must
have been a very interesting character.” )
I found a paper presented by local historian and attorney Allen Hadeed in a talk
before the local Methodist Church History Society:
“When the British came, most of the means of transportation within this region was by
water on the Matanzas River. The British knew this was a hindrance to economy, to
exploitation, to plantation production, so they wanted to build a road along the
coastline so all the plantations could more easily ship goods and have commerce. That
gave birth to the King’s Road. We know it today as the Old King’s Road. I don't know
how many of you know this but the King’s Road, the remnant of it that exists in Flagler
county today is the longest existing segment of the King’s Road built in the United
States. It is for the most part, with some exceptions, on the original alignment of the
King’s Road.
I'm going to tell you a little story about how the King’s Road came to be. At that time,
when they built the King’s Road, they stopped it at what is today the Flagler County
line. We weren't Flagler County then of course. They stopped it at the Flagler County
line because the British engineers did not know how to take it through Flagler. We
were then known as the Matanzas Swamp. They were unable to traverse the swamp.
mean no insult to anyone here who is an engineer, but engineers like to do things in
straight lines. And so, the King’s Road north of Flagler County is a straight line. They
built causeways, bridges but when they got to Flagler County you couldn't just do a
straight line. So the British Governor went to his Indian friend, Grey Eyes. After years
of trying, the British engineers could not build the rest of this road which was vital to the
commercialization of Florida. So he asked Grey Eyes to plot the road for him. And of
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course, we all know today what Grey Eyes did. He used his eyes. He followed the
game trails. He followed the ridges. And that is why the King’s Road curves through
Flagler County because of that Native American's contribution.
What was grown then was sugar and indigo. Indigo was a very important plant dye. It
was extremely valuable in Europe. Do you know what else they coveted here? Our
timber. Our Live Oaks. Live oaks are great for boats. And of course, what was
happening in Europe and the Americas? Naval engagements, Naval wars. Shipping
and commerce. So they wanted our live oaks. In fact, there was a saw mill built close
to where U.S. 1 crosses Pellicer Creek. In fact, Pellicer Creek used to be called
Woodcutter's Creek during the time of the English. There was a mill site there and they
clear cut the forest in Flagler County for the live oak used in the Americas and Europe
for ship building.”
….Allen Hadeed Flagler Historian and President Flagler County Historical Society(4)

A passable road by 1767
The route to the South and what is today Flagler County (or Mosquito County as it was
once called) was given to the responsibility of Lieutenant Governor John Moultrie
(another name that figures in Flagler’s memory). Engineers worked to complete the
road to Georgia to the north, and to New Smyrna to the south.
Moultrie was also aware of influential English entrepreneur Dr. Andrew Turnbull and
his investors who planned a large colony settlement in New Smyrna, near Mosquito
Inlet (which was certainly well named). It was not until late in 1767 that a passable
road, following Indian trails was completed from St. Augustine south. In 1772 Moultrie
had informed Gov. Grant that the road has been completed from St. Augustine to the
Matanzas Swamp.
He also mailed a progress report on road construction and other public works to his
absentee governor (Grant had returned to England), declaring that he has personally
laid out a route for the segment to run from St. Augustine north to the Cowford
(Jacksonville) and come to an agreement with Captain John Fairlamb and his nephew
Joshua Yallowby to supervise the work. The route north of the St. Johns River had
also been selected and a contract issued to Charles and Jeremy Wright, brothers of Sir
James Wright, the governor of Georgia. Actual work on the road north of St. Augustine
did not begin for several more months, but another contractor, Robert Bisset, a leading
East Florida planter, was engaged for the southern road from Matanzas Swamp to
New Smyrna. Progress to the south has been substantial, prompting Moultrie to
extend it even further.
“Dr. David Yeats, a medical doctor and secretary of the province, had already traveled
the completed section of the road. In October 1772 he wrote: ‘Bissett is busy in
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carrying on the road from the (sp) Musquettoes, ‘ his slaves clearing obstructions on
the roadway, cutting the trees low to permit carriage wheels to pass over the stamps,
digging drainage ditches, and packing the roadways.’”
The King’s Road:Florida’s First Highway (14)

By 1774 much had been accomplished, streams bridged by contractor Robert
Bissett. Sometime in 1775 the northern segment of the road was reported completed
to Colerain Georgia. The roadway was reported to be sixteen feet across, with ditches
and pine logs laid crosswise in the wet portions. It was an open door for immigrants
from the northern colonies. It was described as an excellent, broken shell surfaced
roadway, well suited to a coach and team for travel south. “Robert Bisset was paid
£1,150 for the work.
Travelers along the route who benefited from the ease of transportation the road
afforded included John Moultrie, who in October 1775 reminisced about the trips he
had made during the previous year to his rice plantation, which was located just north
of the Tomoka River: ‘I go regularly once a month to Tomoka, go through in a day,
with great ease and pleasure to self and horses.’” The King’s Road:Florida’s First Highway
(14)

Also by 1774 it was reported that the roadway now reached the colony of New
Smyrna. The roadway is also mentioned in several accounts concerning the arrival of
the new colonists.
Work continued with bridges over streams, surveying the best paths, and the attempt
to improve the link to New Smyrna with a quality road that had the objective being
traveled by either wagon or coach. The path from St. Augustine to what is now
Flagler’s north border line was relatively straight and a normal task for the British
engineers, until they had reached Pellicer creek and the then impenetrable Matanzas
and Graham’s Swamp of our county. Pellicer flowed deep and emptied into the shallow
lagoon leading to the St. John’s River. It could be bridged, but then came the deep and
apparently trackless wet lands. Old King’s Road was essentially on a straight line from
St. Augustine to Pellicer Creek but then the difficulties became greater for the British
surveyors. (Some of the original wood pilings for the “Twin bridges” across Pellicer
Creek still exist a short distance east of the present U.S. 1 into Flagler.)
At this point in my study, I met Gail Wadsworth, who is the Flagler County Clerk, and
discussed Old King’s. She mentioned that she was a descendent of one of the original
Minorcan settlers who escaped up Old King’s Road to St. Augustine and gave me an
introduction to Lewis Wadsworth, who had an actual section of Old King’s Road on his
property, and in 2005 had commissioned a research study and marker. Mr.
Wadsworth took me for a tour as I video taped the area and made some still photos.
At last here was some actual Old King’s Road, still showing some of the red coquina
rock topping, and the original bridge pilings could still be viewed in Pellicer Creek.
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The Double Bridges on Wadsworth Property
In 2005 Mr. Lewis Wadsworth sponsored a marker and recognition
of an intact section of Old King’s road that passed thru his property,
North of Pellicer Creek where the road was crossed by “The Double
Bridges”
The marker on Mr. Wadsworth’s property read:
”The King’s Road, an overland highway constructed during Florida’s British Colonial
period (1763-1784) once traversed the Double Bridges property at this location. The
road spanned Pellicer Creek, Hulett Branch, and swamp wetlands over a system of
wooden bridges and raised earthen causeways. This crossing
has long been called Double Bridges, named for the unusual
combination of the two spans built so close together. Remnants
of the King’s Road, marked by road cuts through high sandy
bluffs and a short section of a causeway, are visible here. A
longer section of the causeway can be seen on the south side of
Pellicer Creek. The bridges are gone, but remaining piers and
extensive earthworks serve as monuments to this historic crossing. The causeways
and bridges, spanning some 625 feet of swampland, were once an important part of
the 18th century road that connected St. Augustine and New Smyrna. This major
project, commissioned in 1772, was build to solidify East Florida as the British Crown’s
14th colony. Double Bridges and the Old King’s Road were recorded to the Florida
Master Site File as historic sites 8SJ4892 and 8SJ4893 in 2002. “
Mr. Wadsworth is a powerful figure in present day Flagler County History, and once
owned the property now known as The Princess Place Preserve adjacent to Old King’s
Road. I was able to film him on a tour of the site, and was amazed to see the original
Cypress pilings still existing in the slow flowing, dark Pellicer Creek. He had
commissioned a study by historian Dana Ste. Claire, and sponsored the historical
marker on the Wadsworth property, which resides within a gated community. The real,
untouched Old King’s Road still existed. You could still view the red/orange coquina
stone topping and the down slope to the now vanished bridges across Pellicer Creek.
Looking carefully across the creek, you could see signs of the causeway constructed in
1772. The roadway passed by a Colonial era sawmill and continued thru land now
controlled by the new Florida Agricultural Museum.
The preserved stretch of Old King's lies within a gated community, but Mr. Wadsworth
was very kind in taking me down the road as it sloped downward towards Pellicer
Creek and the very dark, slow flowing water that still held the original bridge pilings.
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Old Kings Road as preserved
by Mr. Lewis Wadsworth.
Early surveys looked for the
ancient roadway by trying to
detect the shell or coquina
stone topping which would
not be native to the area.

The road slopes sharply
downward to Pellicer Creek

The 1772 bridge pilings are heavily overgrown in the dark, slow flowing Pellicer Creek
but can be still viewed after 234 years! These were put in place by British engineers
prior to the American Revolution! I had encountered the real Old King's Road!

Relatively untouched Pellicer Creek is listed as one of the "pristine" waterways in Florida still.
Mr. Wadsworth said the stone causeway built by the British still exists on the south shore.
This waterway is an American treasure and I hope it can be protected from destruction.
In December 2004 a Pellicer Creek Conservation Area was designated for the South side of
Pellicer Creek, but no mention was made of the historic "Old King's Road" passing thru.
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By 1774 the southern route of Old King’s Road had been reported complete to the
colony of New Smyrna, and the northern portion of the road to Colerain Georgia
around 1775. Now the new travelers to British East Florida could journey with loaded
wagons across a 16 foot wide, crushed shell or coquina rock roadway to New Smyrna.
Ditches and in line logs were laid crosswise in wet portions (corduroy ribbing) and
causeways through the swamps and bridges across the many creeks and rivers, the
commodious King’s Road beckoned to migrants from the northern colonies. The King’s
Road, Florida’s First Highway

The New Smyrna colony at the end of Old King’s Road
Influential Scottish physician Andrew Turnbull and a partner, Sir
William Duncan received land grants from the British government
in the area now called New Smyrna. Dr. Turnbull believed the
failure of other colonies had been due to a lack of proper labor,
and wished to recruit European labor from the Island of Minorca
also believing that the Mediterranean people would be better
suited to the hot, humid climate of Florida. He was well traveled,
and his wife was from the island of Minorca.
Dr. Andrew Turnbull

A very detailed plan for profitability was prepared. Dr. Turnbull was very influential in
British affairs, and also was a friend of Governor Grant having visited with him in St.
Augustine.
In March of 1768 eight ships sailed containing some 1,403 prospective settlers who
had signed indenture agreements to work for a given period of time in return for tracts
of land and other promises. Only 1,255 were reported still alive on arrival due to the
difficult voyage. Dr. Turnbull was also reported to have brought slaves overland from
St. Augustine, perhaps on a trail blazed by Grey Eyes.
Landing in the hostile Florida beach were Greeks, Italians and Mahonese
who signed the indentures to escape the problems of their home island.
The English controlled their island, and the Minorcans, who were Catholic, hoped for
more religious freedom in Florida. They spoke a common language, and were noted
for their hard work habits and serious nature.
These perhaps were the first Florida immigrants that had been attracted by the glowing
promises of a land developer. (Turnbull was reported to have produced a promotional
brochure).
Shortly after landing, things began to go badly. There was inadequate housing and
food for such a large group. The plan was to raise Indigo for the valuable purple dye,
but hard work, short food supplies, the climate, disease and discontent caused
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desperation in the new settlers. It was written that the Indigo project was a success
and profitable, but death, discontent, and disorder shattered the colony.
By the end of 1768 some 450 of the original group were reported dead.
Desperation caused the seizure of an English Supply ship. The rebels were
captured and taken to St. Augustine for trial. One rebel who was a Greek from
Corsica, was offered his own life if he hung his other two rebels, who were of Italian
decent. His fellows convinced him to proceed and he lived.
British troops were dispatched to the colony and reported very difficult
problems marching to the colony over the then partially completed
roadway and traced trails. Efforts to build the road were then increased,
and additional money allocated to extend and complete Old King’s Road
to the Turnbull property.
But in early 1777 three desperate men made their way north to St.
Augustine over the 75 miles to report the horrible state of the colony. A
new governor, Patrick Tonyn had arrived. He held hearings, legal
reports were filed, and the reputation of Dr. Turnbull was weakened.
There were terrible reports of murder, deaths, and ill treatment within the
colony.
The plight of the Minorcan settlers was well documented by Jane Quinn
Minorcans in Florida 1975 and by Mullet on the Beach by Patricia C. Griffin
appearing in El Escribano, St. Augustine Journal of History 1990.
In April of 1777 some 90 people led by Francisco Pellicer, a leading carpenter,
struggled in the three day trip to St. Augustine along Old King’s Road.
They were then followed by a group of some 600 including Martin Hernandez, also a
carpenter, and whose son would later play a major role in the history of Florida and Old
King’s Road.
Marching through the Florida heat, lacking clean water and food, suffering the biting
Florida yellow flies and clouds of mosquitoes, it is a wonder that any survived the 75
mile, three-day trip. We can imagine their hungry, ragged and exhausted condition as
they made the final turn through what is now Flagler County’s northern border, to pass
the then existing colonial sawmill of Huletts branch on what is now known as Pellicer
Creek and find the straight, 16 foot wide, shell topped roadway leading to the St.
Augustine City gate. It was reported some arrived with ox cart, and others on foot.
The governor issued them rations and they began their entry into St. Augustine’s
structure.
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Through the effective interlibrary loan I obtained a rare copy of The Territory of Florida
by John Lee Williams first published in 1837, the same dating as the
wonderful Williams map of Florida which we would later obtain for the library’s
history center.
Mr. Williams wrote concerning the Minorcan escape:
”The women and children, with the old men, were placed in the centre, and the
stoutest men armed with wooden spears, were placed in front and rear. In this order,
they set off like the children of Israel from a place that had proved an Egypt to them.
So secretly had they conducted the transaction, that they proceeded some miles,
before the overseers discovered the place was deserted.”
”On the third day, they reached St. Augustine, where provisions were served out to
them by order of the Governor” John Lee Williams 1837 – The Territory of Florida
The Turnbull enterprise collapsed and became a financial disaster. Turnbull remained
a powerful man, and did much to repute the charges of mismanagement made against
him by the Minorcan settlers. However, his good friend Governor Grant had previously
returned to England due to poor health. The hearings in the colony produced stories of
ill treatment which reflected badly on the planning of the colony.
The enterprising Minorcans soon became leading citizens in St. Augustine because of
their skill and work ethics. Their decedents, who traveled along Old King’s Road, are
today celebrated in St. Augustine , many of whom still trace their direct linage to these
desperate refugees. When the British had to turn St. Augustine back to Spanish
control, the Minorcans being of Catholic religion became the largest remaining
organized group in the area.
Francisco Pellicer an early settler along old King’s Road
Francisco Pellicer was an amazing man. He left home at the age of 19,
and became the Chief Carpenter of the New Smyrna settlement. He had married in
the settlement and had two children. When he arrived in St. Augustine, the records
indicate remarkable enterprise in purchasing and selling houses and property. He also
fought in the Seminole Indian Wars as a Lieutenant under Gen. Joseph M. Hernandez
who was the son of Martin Hernandez, also a carpenter, who had made the desperate
trip from New Smyrna to St. Augustine along Old King’s Road.
Francisco Pellicer owned a number of properties including a farm near old
Kings Road, and a Spanish Land Grant, adjacent to the Bulow Plantation
along Old King’s Road.
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In 1789 a Spanish Census describes Pellicer’s household:
Francisco Pellicer of Minorca, Carpenter of 39 years
Juana Villa his wife of Minorca, of
22 years
Antonio Pellicer, son of said Francisco
and first wife of Mosquitos,
12 years
Juana Pellicer, daughter of said
Francisco and first wife of Mosquitos
10 years
Maria, daughter of said spouses
2 years
Negro slave not baptized
1
By 1813 the Census showed:
Pellicer
60 years
Wife
49 years
3 sons
15-25
3 daughters 7-14
1 female household
9 slaves
Pellicer gained from his enterprises in carpentry, farming, and the sale
of slaves. Like many of the Minorcans, he became a property owner. He
received his first grant of land in March of 1815 for 1,100 acres near what became
known as Pellicer Creek. He also established a “fortified” house in the area.
Pellicer certainly lived a rich life, his home was burned by Indians, he had to
take his family into St. Augustine for safety and, around 1826 after his death at a
age approaching 100, his estate listed the grant of over 1,100 acres along
Pellicer Creek where now the Flagler County Princess Place Preserve
exists on a side road leading from Old King’s Road. He had also made prior claim for
his cattle and plantings destroyed by Indians. It is fascinating that some of his
descendents still live in the Flagler area.
Francisco Pellicer – Flagler County Public Library documents

I was surprised to find that a Pellicer family still lived in the Palm Coast area.
”Mr. Pellicer lived on this land for 38 years. He fought in the second Seminole War.
Twelve of his eighteen children were born here. Over time, most land grants were
divided up and sold off in smaller parcels or absorbed into other nearby land grants.
Today there is probably not a single Spanish land grant existing in East Florida that is
in its natural state or in the same configuration and size, as when it was originally
granted- -except for the Francisco Pellicer grant.
The Pellicer family never divided the property. If historically verified, this fact would
significantly enhance the historical importance of this land tract.”
The area became “The Princess Place Preserve” now maintained by the Flagler
County Parks Department. David Pellicer, a fifth generation descendant of Francisco Pellicer as
told to the Flagler Parks Department.
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The Naval Stores Industry along Old King’s Road
England was in constant warfare and the demand for tar, pitch, turpentine and resin
made a valuable enterprise for Florida. Plantations were being established, pine trees
tapped and lumber cut for export northward along Old King’s Road.
It was reported there were considerable stands of Live Oak trees in the area now
designated as Flagler County. The lumber was of great value for ship building.
It came in almost the right shape for ship’s frames, or knees, and was almost
indestructible compared with other available woods. The Live Oak was like gold in
Europe where many of the local trees had been long ago cut down. Only a few of
these live oak trees still remain in Flagler county, some still standing on the former
Pellicer properties (now the Princess Place Preserve) “Naval Stores”
of pitch, tar, turpentine, and oak was a major source of ready cash during the British
Occupation of Florida, much flowing towards St. Augustine for export to the European
shipbuilders. In the back of this report, I have included Audubon’s writings about “The
Live Oakers”. These were generations of tree cutters that found and cut the live oak
forests that once grew in our part of Florida. Well before the American revolution, this
trade virtually eliminated the vast stands of this valuable tree, and only a few
representatives remain.
Hewitt’s Mill in Northern Flagler
In the northern portion of Flagler County, adjacent to the route of Old King’s
Road was a colonial era sawmill constructed some time after 1769. A historian and
researcher from St. Augustine, William M. Jones spent considerable time in studying
the remaining artifacts and water spillways of this mill. He concluded that the mill was
probably abandoned and then destroyed by vandals during the ”Patriot
War” (American Revolution). The mill appears in several later old survey maps. It was
known that vandals roamed Old King’s Road during the Revolutionary War period,
destroying property. He found signs of deliberate destruction. He wrote that the
remains of an 18th-century house was near the west side of the mill, and that the mill
building was probably a two-story structure.
Many artifacts were recovered by Mr. Jones, including detail maps of the waterways
and spillways used by the mill. He also constructed a model of a colonial era sawmill
which was given to the St. Augustine Historical society.
Mr. Jones’ very detailed report appeared in the 1981 issue of El Escribano
Magazine of the St. Augustine Historical society, volume eighteen. I found a copy of
his report on the internet and was able to purchase it for our collection.
The land thru which Old King’s once ran after crossing Pellicer Creek is now under the
control of the Florida Agricultural Museum who are reported to have plans to future
investigate and hopefully restore this Colonial Period Mill along the Old King’s Road
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route. This entire area is rich in history. Pellicer Creek itself is listed as one of the
prime “untouched” waterways in Florida, still not destroyed or changed by out-ofcontrol development.
In June of 2006 Attorney and Historian Allen Hadeed wrote this in regard to his
opposition to the proposed extension of a cell phone tower in the Old King’s Road
area:
“The magnitude of these resources can not be understated. The affected sites include
the Princess Place Preserve and Lodge, which is listed on the National Register. The
Preserve is part of a continuous greenway corridor that extends the entire length of
Pellier Creek. The corridor of history also specifically includes the Florida Agricultural
Museum, the remains of Hewitt’s 1770 Mill, Pelicer Cemetery, and Faver-Dykes State
Park. The history here spans the eras of the Timucuan, the colonial efforts of both the
French and the Spanish, and the later British colonial period that built the King’s Road,
Florida’s first’ commercial highway’ that meandered through this area and remains
largely along its original alignment in the Pellicer Creek Region. These lands also
include remnants of early territorial Florida, the Seminole Indian Wars, the Henry
Flagler era as represented by the Princess Place Lodge, and the present era of
stewardship carried out by the many public agency managers of these lands.”
Mr. Heeded wrote of the need to conserve this rich area which also is adjacent
to the River to the Sea Preserve at Marineland part of the National Estuarine Research
Reserve for the Guana –Tolomato-Matanzas Rivers. This is one of the last remaining
“natural” marine estuarine in the United States. But, already the condo builders and
surveyors are eyeing its formerly untouched shores.
“The Creek has not been ditched or dyked, and it maintains its natural serpentine
course, as it existed in the 1500’s when the Spanish and French first landed in Florida.
This is a true rarity in the State, where such a collection of historical resources and
public conservation lands are in such a fast, natural almost pristine setting. This
landscape of the coastal forests and estuarine wetlands are part of the fabric of these
historical sites”, he wrote.
Today, Old King’s Road is pretty much covered by concrete, BUT THE OLD SURVEY
MAPS SHOW IT RUNS almost exactly on its original route. And to my joy I was able
to view a real section of the colonial era roadway preserved and marked on the
Wadsworth property.
In looking for Old King’s Road, I began to find treasures, both in the extensive
folders of information donated to the Flagler Public Library, but also in the wonderful
area of northern Flagler county, still looking much the same as it did during the
American Revolution, with the burnt pilings and causeway still in existence across dark
flowing Pellicer Creek. I began to wonder what else is there, still undiscovered, and
not covered by the dozer of the land developer.
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This "Dinner Island" survey map shows various routes for Old King's Road. The actual road
may not have shifted, only the survey maps. Also shown is the "Spring Garden Trail" shown as
an actual road by John Lee Williams in his 1837 map acquired by the Flagler Library.
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Technology looking for Old King’s Road
On the fourth of July 2006, my son Jim Ryan flew down from Chicago in his
Beachcraft Bonanza airplane (constructed in
1961). It was equipped with all the latest
technology including Global Positioning
Computers. I did a search of the Twin Bridges
and the Pellicer Creek area using the Google
A 45 year old airplane goes looking for
Computer site.

Old King's Road with modern GPS locators

We took off from Flagler Airport, and the GPS
took us directly to the area where Hewitts Mill may have existed, and an interesting
cleared area just south of Mr. Wadsworth’s Twin Bridges, and West of U.S. 1. I had
not realized the enormous growth of housing developments in the some 20 years I had
lived here. We now lived in a sprawling city. As my very old Nikon camera clicked, I
could see traces of what may be roadways, and what my imagination drew as a still
visible path of Old King’s Road. I would like to explore the area (now controlled by the
Florida Agricultural Museum more closely) Pellicer Creek still winds its twisting way
unencumbered by housing developments, but I wonder how much longer this will last.
It seemed appropriate to search for Old King’s in an elderly aircraft using the most
modern of computer location technology! We later compared William Jones excellent
sketch maps with our photos and found much agreement. As we touched down back
in Flagler, I saw the huge parked jet aircraft near a new black British Bentley car.
I reflected how rapidly our area was changing!

296 31' 51.29N
81 17' 25.55W
takes you right to it.

In 1981 Historian
William M. Jones of
the St. Augustine
Historical Society did
extensive research in
this area. In 1983 he
also studied the site of
Fort Fulton which was
reported 585 feet east
of U.S. 1 and 970 feet
north of the
intersection of route 1
and Old King's Road.
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Existing Old King's Road is on the lower right, crossing U.S. route #1. If you compare this photo to the sketch
maps of William Jones (next page) you can estimate where the Hewitts Old Mill and the Fort Fulton must lie.
photos by Bill and Jim Ryan

Could this be Old King's
Road? It is in the right
place and agrees with the
maps drawn by William
Jones. How did this
clearing come to be in the
middle of a dense forest?
Quite a bit has happened in
the past 234 years but traces
still exist here and there of
our history

Winding Pellicer Creek is listed as one of America's most perfect,
untouched historic waterways. So far the developer and road builder
have not injured this stream along which so much of Flagler
County's History has occurred. This area contains the Faver-Dykes
State Park, the Princess Place Preserve, The Florida Agricultural
Museum and a Pellicer Creek Conservation Area of December 2004.
To the east is the National Estuarine Research Reserve for the
Guana-Tolomato-Matanzas Rivers, one of the county's unique tidal
Estuarine areas, now being eyed by the condo builders.
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Researcher William M. Jones visited the area some 30 years ago and made extensive
studies of the Hewitts Mill site. He returned in 1983 to study the area of Fort Fulton, a
post established to protect travel during the Seminole War. His results were published
in El Scribano Issue of 1981
pp 84 -105. He concluded the mill was probably abandoned during the Patriot War
and perhaps was burned and destroyed the vandals who traveled up and down Old
King's Road during the period. The area is now in the control of The Florida
Agricultural Museum who reportedly are planning to do more research and restoration
of the sites.
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The end of the British occupation and the Patriot War
“The British occupied Florida for a mere twenty-one years, (1763-1784)
yet they left a lasting imprint on Flagler County. With the transfer of Florida to England
in 1763, the Spanish, with a few exceptions, evacuated the colony en masse. To
encourage demographic and economic growth the British had
quickly invalidated Spanish land claims and instituted a liberal land policy which by
1776 amounted to 114 grants totaling 1.4 million acres. Among the Grants in Flagler
County were those of John Grayhurst on the east side of Crescent Lake, Lewis
Blackboure south of the headwaters of the Matanzas River, and a British subject called
Townsend at the southeast corner of the county.”
”The outbreak of rebellion in the thirteen colonies to the north dramatically
altered the development of British Florida. Since the Florida colonies remained loyal to
the crown, they attracted large numbers of loyalists investors and settlers who were
seeking economic stability and political asylum. “
Historic Properties Survey, Flagler County Florida, Nov 1987
There was a flood of people into the now Flagler area, traveling down Old King’s
Road, including John Graham.
“In June of 1776 with the American Revolution well underway to the North,
rebels from Georgia began destructive raids on plantations north and west of the St.
John’s River. Commerce and civilian travel came to a halt along Old King’s
Road. Old King’s Road became a transportation route for the contending armies and
guerilla bands who ravaged the settlements bordering both sides of the St. Mary’s
River. Late in the war years refugees from the southeastern colonies who remained
loyal to the Crown followed the route to Loyalist East Florida with their families and
slaves and what they had retained of their personal belongings, followed by an influx of
new settlers seeking land grants from the Spanish government. “ The King’s Road,
Florida’s First Highway

So during the American Revolution, Old King’s Road still remained as the main
pathway into Florida. St. Augustine was crowded with refugees trying to escape the
conflict in the north fearing the rebel bands attacking, burning and destroying along the
route.
Loyal to the King : fleeing down Old King’s Road
During the Revolutionary War, Old King’s Road was a route for attack by the British on
the southern colonies, Savannah and Charleston. In Oct 1782 the British withdrew
their forces. “John Moultrie, David Yeats, Frederick Mulcaster and the Reverend John
Forbes continued to write to James Grant in London, but not about the completed
King’s Road. Their correspondence increasingly fretted over the revolutionary
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sentiment growing in the British North American colonies. In June 1776, with the
American Revolution well underway to the north, rebels from Georgia began
destructive raids on plantations north and west of the St. Johns River, bringing
commerce and civilian travel to a halt between Cowford and the St. Marys River. The
King’s Road became a transportation route for the contending armies and guerrilla
bands who ravaged the settlements bordering both sides of the St. Mary’s River. Late
in the war years refugees from the southeastern colonies who remained loyal to the
Crown followed the route to Loyalist East Florida with their families and slaves and
what they had retained of their personal belongings.” The King’s Road: Florida’s First
Highway (14)

Graham’s Swamp receives its name….
Old King’s Road runs past an area with signs designating “Graham’s Swamp” Today
the area is a nature preserve in public domain with its adjacent
non-protected areas being closely mapped by land speculators and developers.
Once it was part of an immense land grant of 20,000 acres!
”The richest and most notable Georgian who removed to East Florida in 1782 was
Lieutenant Colonel John Graham. He had served as a lieutenant colonel of the loyal
militia, and since the middle of January 1782 had been superintendent of Indian affairs
in the western division of the southern district.” Palm Coast Cultural Resource Assessment
1978

Lieutenant Colonel Graham was loyal to the crown during the Revolutionary War, and
fled with his family to Florida. He brought with him over 200 slaves and his four sons
traveling down Old King’s Road.
He was given the Levitt Blackburn grant of 20,000 acres along the swamp now known
today as Graham’s Swamp. South of Pellicer’s Creek…a portion of Graham’s Swamp
is now a protected public property by the Flagler County County Commission..
Today it is a 3,084 acre conservation area and is owned by the St. Johns River Water
Management District. The location is between Colbert Lane and Old King’s Road. It
is not known where the original Graham Plantation was located. Palm Coast Cultural Land
Assessment Report—Flagler County Parks Department (1)
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Florida returns to Spain in 1784
In 1784 as part of the Second Treaty of
Paris, England ceded Florida back to
Spain. Spain had come to the new
country’s aid and had captured the British
ports of Mobile and Pensacola. Many of
the British settlers fled the area going to
the Bahamas, to the new United States, or
to Europe. But Spain was weak with no
money to invest, or to maintain Old King’s
Road. The British soldiers and residents,
except for the new Catholic Minorcan settlers had evacuated St. Augustine and in
1784 Indians burned the vacated buildings of Lt. Gov. John Moultrie’s beautiful
Plantation on Moultrie Creek and another on the south bank of the Tomoka River,
thirty-five miles south.
”Between St. Augustine and the abandoned settlement of New Smyrna the King’s
Road ran beside or through a progression of emptied British plantations. The
impressive country estate of British Lieutenant Governor John Moultrie, “Bella Vista”
located four miles south of St. Augustine on the Matanzas River, exemplified the fate
of the East Florida holdings. It housed “A Stone mansion 52 x 42 feet lower Story
Rustic, upper Ionic, a rustic hall 44 feet long. Six arches support the ceiling, a dining
parlour….Offices and other necessary buildings for hundreds of people beside Kitchen
garden 10 acres fenced and laid out in pleasure gardens containing a bowling
green…” The King’s Road: Florida’s First Highway.
Without the defending British soldiers, angry Indians had traveled from the North and
West along Old King’s Road laying waste and burning, many had been driven to
Florida by the American Revolution.
Fewer than 2,000 inhabitants remained in the area. Many Protestant, English
speaking residents abandoned their land, and fled. Where once were well ordered
farms and plantations, almost nothing remained under human control.
Spain found its regained territory of Florida to be sadly depopulated, with much infra
structure and existing plantations destroyed. Maintenance of Old King’s road had
creased, but bridges burned, and the Florida fauna was rapidly taking over. However,
in spite of wars, Indian fights, and the constant battle with Florida climate and foliage
much of Old King’s Road still endured.
The Spanish King Charles IV of Spain issued a royal order in 1790 to encourage new
development by means of land grants.
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Between 1766 and 1820 some 21 land grants were given in the areas around what is
now Flagler County. Palm Coast Cultural Resource Basement 1978
An oath of loyalty and proof of Catholic faith was officially required in order to own land
however, this was not effectively enforced, and the area along Old King’s Road began
to have a very mixed population of various races, countries and beliefs. Peoples now
transferring Old King’s Road included Spanish, Minorcan, Indian, Anglo settlers, and
blacks both free and slave. Major plantations included Mala Compra, St. Joseph, New
Hartford, Bulow, Dunlawton, Putnam, Addison Bunch, Oswald and Smyrna. However,
there were also numerous smaller holdings along Old King’s Road and the adjacent
waterways.
Many grant surveys were made using Old King’s as a reference point and referring to it
as ”Camino Publico” or Public Road. The early Land Grant documents were more
notable for their artistic talent than for their accuracy.
The survey maps and maps made after 1821 show a north-south road variously
marked as the King’s Road, the Road to Mosquitos, Road to Tomoka, or simply, the
Public Road. These early grants show that Old King’s road very much existed
although it was now called by
several names.
The accuracy of these Spanish
era surveys was uneven.
Surveyors used standard units
of measurement but their
instruments were relatively
primitive. Moreover, surveyors
trekking through the wild and
dangerous territory of East
Florida doubtlessly took liberties
Artistic but not too accurate Pellicer Spanish Land Grant
that compromised results.
Swarming clouds of mosquitoes, dangerous animals, hostile Indians, and even
prowling revolutionaries awaited them, while a myriad number of streams, creeks and
rivers and long stretches of swamp land made a treachery of foot travel.
The King’s Road: Florida’s First Highway.

By searching the Florida State Records on the internet I found beautiful reproductions
of Francisco Pellicer’s grants, such as the one for 2,000 acres
and marked as recorded in 1818. The Florida archives held several copies
of these grants, virtually all of which referred to Old King’s or Public Road as a locator.
Mr. Pelicer had received his first grant of land in the area from Governor Kindelan,
consisting of 1,100 acres. By July of 1818 he had acquired a total of 3,100 acres. Palm
Coast Cultural Resource Assessment James Miller 1978
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Notable settlers included Mr. Pellicer, Martin Hernandez the Minorcan carpenter,
his son Joseph Hernandez and James Russell a predecessor to the
Bulow plantation on Old King’s Road.
Mr. Pellicer was also reported to have a “fortified house known as Pellicer’s in the
vicinity of Pellicer’s Creek at the northern boundary of the county” Historic Properties
Survey 1987

Roadway maintenance was mainly by adjacent
Plantation and land owners
The thriving plantations needed the roadway. During the second Spanish period it was
reported that maintenance was effected by local workers, and slaves from the adjacent
plantations. Road maintenance fees were collected...The King’s Road Florida’s First Highway by
Dr. William R. Adams, University of Central Florida Libraries (14)

The transfer of Florida to Spain in 1784 had initially slowed development as the
majority of British settlers left the colony for the United States, the Bahamas, or other
parts of the British Empire. The population of East Florida fell to under 2,000, and
numerous plantations in the county were abandoned. Emulating the British, the
Spanish crown adopted liberal development of St. Augustine and the interior. An oath
of loyalty to the Spanish government was the only requirement for land ownership.
Furthermore, contrary to official royal policy elsewhere in the Spanish empire, the
crown permitted non Catholics to settle in Florida.
“In 1815, a man who would play a fairly important part in
the Seminole Wars of the 1830’s began to acquire land in
the area. Joseph M. Hernandez, on September 18, 1815,
acquired 375 acres by a grant bestowed by Governor
Estrada” Palm Coast Cultural Resource Assessment 1978
Hernandez was a very interesting person. He became a
rich planter, a politician, a military man and was also cast
as a “bad character” in a fictional book by
Flagler author Loquitas Belloit in Red Blood White Lies an
account of life around the Pellicer Creek area written in
l975. Her book tells the struggle of white settlers who still
had good relations with the Indians, but were surrounded
by the turmoil of the times.
Joseph Mariano Hernandez was born in 1788. He was well educated in Savanna,
went to law school in Havana Cuba from 1805 to 1810 and worked as a lawyer under
the Spanish government. Both the Minorcan father and his son served as soldiers
protecting property in the Patriot War of 1812.
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The Spanish awarded him extensive land grants, 1,000 acres on Pellicer Creek,
500 acres north of the Picolata River and 500 acres on the Halifax River. Included with
the grant was Hewitts Old Mill and a dam. This colonial era saw mill was probably
destroyed at this time according to a survey made by
historical researcher W. M. Jones in 1981. Mr. Jones attempted to establish an
approximate date when the sawmill was no longer operational. Old King’s Road
intersected through this property.
Hernandez also married a wealthy widow, Anna Maria Hill, who under Spanish law
could not retain the property rights of the children’s share inherited from the original
father. By this marriage he gained control of more property and by 1816 he could be
deemed very wealthy for the times. Of note to the Flagler location,
was his title to St. Joseph’s and Bella Vista. St. Joseph’s was originally 800 acres in
Graham’s Swamp at the head of the Matanzas River, and later a 500
acre tract, Hartford, directly south of St. Joseph’s. He also owned Bella Vista directly
north of Mala Compra on the Matanzas River. Bella Vista later became
the property today known as Washington Gardens State Park, and Mala Compra
became a park area under the control of Flagler County. Information taken from
papers and collection of Allen Hadeed and Elizabeth A. Griffin

I became more aware of MalaCompra during
an excavation of the site in Flagler County,
and I was asked to do a website on the dig,
as I was doing the Flagler County website at
the time. Interesting relics were obtained
including broken pieces of beautifully glazed
Spanish plates showing Spanish cattle,
bottles, nails, musket balls and other items
that were displayed at the Flagler Public
Library, and also at the Flagler Beach
Historical Museum.
Written in the website was: “Joseph Martin Hernandez (1788-1856) was Florida's first
Delegate to the United States Congress and the first Hispanic
to serve. He was also President of the Florida Territorial Legislative Council and Mayor
of St. Augustine. He held the rank of Brigadier General in the East Florida Militia during
the Seminole uprising and commanded troops in an effort to save the threatened
plantations, including Bulowville.”
"Joseph Hernandez organized a local militia to protect the area south of St. Augustine.
As a result of a plea to Secretary of War Lewis Cass, five hundred stands of arms were
granted to the militia. Hernandez was assisted by many of his fellow planters and also
many prominent persons of St. Augustine. Francis Pellicer became a lieutenant under

38

Hernandez's command; Major Benjamin Putnam, a St. Augustine lawyer, led a group
known as the Mosquito Roarers." Palm Coast Cultural Resource Assessment, James J.
Miller, July 11 1978 Flagler Library collection.

The Mala Compra Plantation was the main residence of General Hernandez by the
end of the 1820s producing sea island cotton, corn and sweet oranges. It was visited
by John James Audubon during Christmas 1831 and was burned by the Seminoles in
1836 during the Second Seminole Indian War.”
So not only did Mr. Hernandez own much of the land that today is Flagler County
he also was the first Florida Territorial Delegate in 1823. He had also figured in the
capture of Indian leader Osceola who was surrounded and captured after flying a white
flag of truce. He certainly led an exciting and very prosperous life.
While a delegate he also spoke of obtaining funds to repair Old King’s Road.
The Remains of the Bulow Plantation
The many rich plantations along Old King’s Road no longer exist today.
But one relic still remains as you journey south on Old King’s you will pass developers
signs offering homes and lots on “Bulow Plantation” and then arrive at a marked turn
off for the Bulow Preserve.
Bulow was originally the owner of several large plantations in the Carolinas and town
houses in Charleston and St. Augustine. Most of his holdings in Flagler County were
part of a Spanish land grant given to John Russell in 1812. After Russell’s death in
1821 (after the US Territory of Florida was established ) his heirs sold the grant of
some 9,000 acres to Bulow who then purchased a second grants of some 2,000 acres
from John Addison and thus became another of the large land owners in East Florida.
”The King’s Road often served as a boundary monument to land grants between St.
Augustine and New Smyrna. The survey maps for those grants, accurate or note, thus
picked the road up as it moved from plantation to plantation. While the maps trace its
general route through East Florida, in most cases the measurements which the
surveyors took and the monuments they used to set their lines present difficulties to
the modern observer, a question of precision. What can be said is that the historical
evidence suggest with reasonable certainty that, north of the Tomoka River, the course
of the King’s Road did not change during the Second Spanish Period” The King’s Road,
Florida’s First Highway.

Initially during the Spanish period, relations with the Indians were fairly good.
Mr. Hernandez had written that he had good rapport with the Indians, but this attitude
was to change. Following the Patriot rebellion of 1776 many angry Indians entered the
area via Old King’s. Slaves on the prosperous plantations found it advantageous to
escape and find refuge in Indian encampments and villages. Anglo subjects of the
Spanish favored annexation by the young United States. This sentiment coupled with
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the frontier nature of the province resulted in several major rebellions and a general
atmosphere of lawlessness. In the meantime the highly successful Plantations had to
risk their dispatch of produce and product up Old King’s to St. Augustine, or use the
existing waterways which took more time.
“US forces under the command of General George Mathews had invaded East Florida.
In response the Spanish maintained a system of defenses centered in St. Augustine
but with fortifications in outlying areas. One was a fortified house known as Pellicers in
the vicinity of Pellicer Creek, on the northern boundary of the county. Soldiers and
Militia marched up and down Old King’s Road. Maintenance of the roadway became
very uncertain.” Historic properties survey of Flagler County Florida Nov 1987.

Peace was not to be had during the Spanish control. The conflict between the young
United States and Great Britain in 1812 stimulated American interest in acquiring
Florida. Spain was weak in its control but refused to sell. Seminole Indian raids on the
Georgia border brought American troops into Florida under General Andrew Jackson,
who had became famous in his defense of New Orleans (unfortunately after a peace
treaty was signed, unknown to the generals.
In 1813 West Florida was occupied. With Spain unable to control its borders,
President James Monroe informed General Jackson that he was to pursue wild Indians
into East Florida. The now sandy Old King’s Road route was very dangerous with
Indians going south, settlers still looking for new lands, and militia soldiers.
Florida becomes a United States Possession in 1821
Affairs became so difficult that Spain realized it could no longer control its
unmanageable territory and sold Florida to the United States for five million dollars.
The Flagler area was important for citrus growing, and the sugar industry which began
to become important after the Spanish take over. The equipment, climate, and market
all combined for a rich production of sugar cane and sugar.
The sugar cane was processed into sugar, molasses, and rum for sale in the north.
There were profits to be made, but the area was very wild and dangerous.

Old King’s Road returns to U.S. ownership
In 1821 President James Monroe proclaims the Adams-Onis Treaty, signed in 1819
transferring possession of the Floridas to the United States.
Andrew Jackson was appointed as a provisional governor. Citizens of St. Augustine
and St. Johns County petitioned Congress to repair and re-open Old King’s Road
which had fallen into poor condition.
Old King’s Road was already a half century old in 1821 and was the only major road
going south into Florida when the U.S. took over. While parts of it were in “tolerable
state of repair” sections also had vanished.
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Where the road was not actively maintained by adjacent Plantation owners, it was
reported as vanishing into the rapidly growing plants and swamp lands of Florida.
While Old King’s Road very much existed, sections had become impassible. Army
Engineer Col. James Gadsden surveyed the existing road.
During the War of 1812 between England and the young United States, Old King’s
road had been actively used by troops both American and Spanish militia. In 1821
when ownership of Florida was returned to the citizens of the then United States, it
soon became apparent that this old trail and road had to again be rebuilt, repaired and
put in order for the new territory to become viable again. Where it was not maintained,
the aggressive Florida fauna quickly took over, or it sank again into swamps and
wetlands. By 1821 it was reported that sections had vanished into the muck and
Palmetto Palms. Bridges were burned or destroyed, sections of the roadway had been
moved many times.

Old King’s Road carries a Florida land rush
After 1821 Old King’s Road still saw a stream of wagons and new settlers moving
south down this rough trail, often looking for new lands and fresh opportunities.
There were also groups of Indians, then called Seminoles moving south from the
pressures of white settlers and wars. The local settled Indians too felt that their
lands were being taken and they were at risk of losing them to the white invaders
and new Indians escaping the wars.
In 1823 a treaty meeting was held with the Indians at Moultrie Creek just south of
St. Augustine in an attempt to establish a 4 million acre reservation for the
Seminoles. Neither the Indians nor the influx of new white settlers along Old
King’s Road were willing to abide by any agreements or treaties made.
A description of the area near existing Palm Coast was given by Mr. Charles Vignoles
and Dr. William H. Simmons as the area was surveyed:
“Hernandez creek twelve miles further south (than the Matanzas channel heads in
Graham’s Swamp. The latter (Pellicer’s Creek) is navigable some miles beyond
Pellicer’s house to where the King’s Road formerly crossed it on a bridge long since
destroyed and heads far back into the Pine Lands and Saw Mill Swamp.”
“….the main road southwardly which is in general good and has been lately cleared
out and made passable for a waggon(sic) being one of the only three roads in the
Province which affords practicable traveling for any mode of conveyance, but horses,
eight miles from Pellicers Creek is a considerable run of water, with the remains of a
stupendous mill damp constructed formerly by a Mr. Bernandino Sanchez” Palm Coast
Cultural Resource Assessment 1978 (1)

Joseph Hernandez, as Florida’s Territorial Delegate in Congress, had responded to the
pressures to improve and repair this road. On February 5 1823 a bill was passed in
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Congress to open a road thru Florida following the tract of the then ancient “Old King’s
Road.” By 1829 much work had been done to make the roadway again useful. By 1834
it was reported that mail service to New Smyrna could be again accomplished Old
King’s road was reported not in great condition south to Smyrna, but it still existed. The
Kings Road: Florida’s first highway

In 1832 another treaty meeting with the Indians was held at Paynes Landing on the
Ocklawaha River, offering the Indians land in Arkansas. It was called the
Payne’s Landing Treaty and was called a fraud by the Indian leaders. There were
rumors that the whites were including a clause that Seminoles with negro blood would
not be permitted to travel westward.
In 1835 U.S. Army General Thompson called another meeting where a Seminole
leader, Osceola whose grandfather was Scottish, was said to draw a knife and stab it
into the paper. General Thompson also was one of the first whites to die in the second
Seminole war when he was killed and scalped.
From the Tomoka River south to New Smyrna one surveyor reported the roadway
had not be traveled in 50 years except by Indians. There were contracts let, and
work begun plus legal actions for work not completed in a satisfactory manner. Land
owners complained to Congress demanding rapid repair of Old King’s Road. Due to
the confusion of various surveys, it became difficult to actually locate the real “Old
King’s Road” however, every map clearly shows it wandering thru what would later
become Flagler County.

Looking for maps of Old King’s Road
At this point I was looking for a good map of the area and the times. While
searching the internet, I found many mentions of John Lee Williams map of 1837.
Mr. Williams was an attorney, historian and author (he later played a great role in
the location of the State Capitol in Tallahassee, and wrote a definitive history of
Florida. After obtaining his book from the State Library system, I found he
referred to the map then in preparation. I first tried an email to James Cusick who
is the Curator of the P.K. Young Library of Florida History in Gainesville. He
referred me onwards, and I was delighted to hear from Yvonne Crumpler, Curator
of the Rucker Agee Map Collection at the Birmingham Public Library.
Shortly we received a large tube with an immense replica map in exact detail
from their Cartographic Lab in Tuscaloosa Alabama approximately 34 x 30 inches
which shows 1837 Florida in exact detail at the wonderful 800 dots per inch
resolution. And, even more amazing was the cost: $10.00 ! This map showed all
of Florida in remarkable detail and was by far the best map I could locate of the
times.
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A small portion of the large 1837 John Lee Williams map obtained by the Flagler Library. Note that the "Spring
Garden Trail" is shown as a road. Old King's Road is clearly marked, although the area of Pellicer Creek and
Old King's shows some modification and blurring, perhaps an attempt to correct by the map maker.
This is a remarkable map due to the detail shown. It was mounted and displayed in the John Clegg History
Room at the library. When this map was drawn the Second Seminole War was still going on actively
in Flagler County. Map is Courtesy of Yvonne Crumpler, Curator of the Rucker Agee Map Collection at the
Birmingham Public Library
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The map was so impressive, the Library Director, Doug Cisney had it mounted,
framed, and now it will hang on the wall of the John Clegg history room at the
Flagler library. It clearly shows the routing of Old King’s Road, and also “The
Spring Garden Trail” which is shown branching off from Old King’s through
northern Flagler County to Spring Garden.
The “Dinner Island” survey which was included in the New Smyrna report
also shows the Spring Garden Trail, although Mr. William’s map shows it as a
roadway crossing the Haw Creeks and terminating at Spring Garden near the
community of Volusia, the Dinner Island survey map of 1834 shows it as a
dotted trail route and not a roadway. A excellent tracing of the Williams map was
also used to illustrate Journey into Wilderness by Jacob Rhett Motte an army
doctor who wrote an account of his travels down Old King’s Road in 1837. It too
clearly shows the route of Old King’s Road thru what is now Flagler County. Thus
at the time of acquisition of our area by the young United States, Old King’s Road
very much existed but not in good condition.
Writing in 1837 John Lee Williams made a description of “Mosquito County”
(now Flagler County) thru which Old King’s Road made its way:
“Mosquito County is one hundred and ninety miles long, and sixty broad. It is
bounded on the north by St. John’s and Allachua counties, west by Allachua and
the Seminole reserve, south by Monroe county, and east by the Atlantic Ocean.
There is a considerable settlement on Tomoko and Smith’s Creeks, on the Halifax
River, and at New Smyrna; the balance of the county is unsettled.”
The Territory of Florida by John Lee Williams 1837

Time was beginning to run out for both the
Plantations and the Seminole Indians
Seeing the influx of white settlers along Old King’s Road and aware of the Indian wars
beginning in Georgia, the Carolinas and the West, the Seminole Indians were
becoming more and more disturbed about the threat of their removal.
While the Plantations in the Flagler (Mosquito County) had enjoyed relatively good
contact with the Indians, this was coming to an end as more and more events were
happening up and down the roadway. During harvest time the Indians would often
work with the field workers during the busy sugar cane grinding season. Old King’s
Road along the Plantations was maintained by slave labor and was still useful.
On March 26, 1826 the Planters and Inhabitants of St. Johns County directly to the
north had written to President John Quincy Adams:
“The Indians from Alachua area are roaming at large over the country, doing
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serious mischief to the inhabitants by killing their cattle and hogs, robbing their
plantations, and enticing away their slaves;
Florida Indians are a turbulent and lawless set who have fled from the laws
and justice of their own Nations for refuge among the Seminoles;
That the Indians have refused to give back the slaves; the Governor has no
power to order military action. They have been unable to recover property
and will be ruined if no control is granted” (Memorials of the Planters – Palm Coast
Cultural Resource Assessment – James Miller 1978 (1)

The escape of slaves and their subsequent joining with Indian tribes was a hot issue
with the Planters. A slave was very valuable. The slave escapees were referred to as
Maroons, and would sometimes intermarry and become part of the Indian group. The
Planters employed slave or bounty hunters but received no cooperation from the
Seminoles. The Black Seminoles also had their own communities, and would
sometimes pay tribute as a percentage of their crop to the Indian landowners. A return
to slavery for a family would be a terrible thing therefore the Maroons earned their
reputation as fierce fighters. There was much talk about selling captured black Indians
into slavery, and it would be very profitable to the slave catcher. Wealthy Seminoles
who had cattle herds also kept slaves, so there was a mixture of free blacks, escaped
slaves, slaves living in a complex relationship with Indian groups and the “Maroons”
who considered themselves as Seminoles.
Also there was also an influx of new, angry Indian groups coming from both the north
and west where warfare and troubles with the white settlers resulted in a continuous
battle of attacks, counter attacks and murders.
In 1834 the British government abolished slavery and freed all slaves under British
domain. They also instructed the powerful British navy to patrol the African coast and
to halt the trading in slaves. Thus, although the trading in slaves still continued actively
in the United States, the supply from overseas had begun to dry up. The Black
Seminoles if captured, would often be re-sold and the racial question would play a
large role in what later happened along Old King’s Road and to the plantation economy
then existing in what is now Flagler County. The question of race would later play a
major role in what happened.

In 1829 Congress had decided to repair Old King’s, and re-extend it from Georgia to
New Smyrna. The few local residents had asked that ‘old road made by the English
Government, may be repaired and Bridges built over the several small streams, which
it intersects in its course from Tomoca (Old Kings was called the Tomoca Road) The
roadway had been in terrible condition, bridges gone, and sections had actually

45

vanished. By 1833 much repair work had been accomplished and the roadway was
pronounced in fair shape. Wagon loads of goods moved towards St. Augustine, and
supplies southward. Old King’s Road

The area was a tinder pile ready for the match.
In 1823 on the 18th of September a treaty was made on Moultrie Creek south of St.
Augustine between the “Indian Leaders” and the U.S. Government that the Indians
move to a designated area in eastern Florida where they were to reside for 20 years.
However, not all agreed to this and
various murders and attacks
continued. A second treaty attempt
on the 9th of May 1832 at Payne's
Landing was even worse as the
question of the black Seminoles was
an unsolved point, and it was evident
to the Indian leaders that the treaties
were at best dishonest. An Indian
leader who agreed risked being
murdered.
In 1835 U.S. Army General
Thompson called a meeting where
the Seminole leader Osceola, whose grandfather was Scottish, was said to draw a
knife, and stab it into the document to indicate his resistance. General Thompson also
had the doubtful role of being the first white to die in the Second Seminole War when
he was murdered and scalped.
”The State of Georgia also claimed 250,000 dollars of the Creek Indians, for slaves
stolen by them, or for the runaway slaves harbored among them. Great exaltations
have also been made, to get the Indian negroes away, by other false claims of
individuals; and overt cover of these claims , many negroes have been taken away by
force and fraud.
There exists a law among the Seminoles, forbidding individuals from selling
their negroes to white people….”
Territory of Florida by John Lee Williams 1837 pp239

Mr. Williams also wrote: “immediately after the Indians had received their annuities,
they purchased an unusual quantity of powder and lead….” The Indian agent
recommended a large military force be sent to awe the Indians. John Lee Williams 1837
The Territory of Florida
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The two red hot issues remained: the escaped negro slaves, or 'black Indians'
called Maroons, and the desire of the white settlers to remove all Indians and send
them to the western United States. What would happen was to have effects on
the American Civil War which would follow. Many young army officers would later
fight in the Mexican War and the American Civil War.
A force sent out included some 89 regular army with light field artillery, they were
attacked and wiped out except for a wounded soldier who was concealed by the
bodies and escaped to tell the story. He also reported the soldiers were mutilated by
"black Indians". Mr. Williams wrote about military disaster after disaster with small
army groups encountering large groups of well armed Indians firing from cover and
then vanishing. His detail account of military disasters has a very precise parallel to
"insurrections" that would later happen in Cuba, Vietnam and Iraq.
The Flagler Plantation Economy vanishes
On Christmas day of 1835 bands of Seminoles attacked in New Smyrna, and began to
burn the bridges along Old King’s Road. Raging bands of angry Indians rushed up
and down the highway.
To see how this virtually instant destruction of plantations and farms came to pass, you
need to look for a moment at the career and beliefs of Andrew Jackson who well
represented the ideas of the white settlers. They had journeyed south down Old King’s
Road looking for land and a new future. The Indians were a dangerous blockage.

The fires were ready, it remained for Andrew Jackson
to throw in the torch – The Indian Removal Act of 1830
The Indians must go…...
In what is today Flagler County, then occurred what has been called “A 19th Century
Viet Nam”. A terrible war with death to both the Indians and the whites resulted. The
parallel between the insurgency war in Iraq and the United States became apparent in
John Lee Williams account written during the height of the war which was to last for 7
long years. Mr. Williams must have had access to ‘after action reports’ very similar to
those written by soldiers in subsequent wars as the contact with the Indians was
bloody and inconclusive. The Seminoles were well armed with accurate rifles (of
Spanish or British make) while the professional U.S. soldiers were still carrying
inaccurate muskets. Each day lieutenants, and senior officers were picked out, and
killed by accurate rifle shots. The first use of a ‘land mine’ (a barrel of gunpowder and
a musket lock) was reported used by the army. (having a very satisfactory explosion,
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he reported). Mr. Williams was very critical of the tactics which resulted in great losses
by the professional army but in 1837 he did not know of the eventual outcome. His
daily reports of action showed desperate actions by relatively
small groups of soldiers against determined Indian opposition, and the constant flow of
deaths of regular army soldiers and officers.
Reputations were ruined, and “Mosquito County” (Flagler area) destroyed..
The hero of the Battle of New
Orleans, and the war of 1812
Jackson was great hero in the battle of New Orleans which unfortunately happened
after a peace treaty had been signed between the U.S. and England. He actively
pursued the dangerous Indian raiders in the Florida Panhandle Andrew Jackson was
later elected President of the young United States. One of his early actions was to
support an “Indian Removal Act” in the Congress.
President Andrew Jackson had fought the Indians valiantly. He battled them in the first
Seminole War after his success in New Orleans. Many Indian groups had supported
the British, others used the general unrest for raids and attacks on
white settlements. The “Seminole Indians” was the name given to the
many groups and individuals that fled to Florida from Georgia and
other states where they were being forced out by white settlers and
farmers. Seminole was roughly translated as “wild men” or “stranger”.
Indian villages and small farms had existed throughout Florida. There
were many incidents of Indian troubles in Florida over the years but
now they grew in intensity. The Plantation Owners were disturbed
when valuable slaves would escape their plantation and join with local
Indian groups where they were readily accepted. Jackson spoke
before Congress concerning his desire to pass an Indian removal act:
“….The consequences of a speedy removal will be important to the United
States, to individual States, and to the Indians themselves. The pecuniary advantages
which it Promises to the Government are the least of its recommendations. It puts an
end to all possible danger of collision between the authorities of the General and State
Governments on account of the Indians. It will place a dense and civilized population in
large tracts of country now occupied by a few savage hunters. By opening the whole
territory between Tennessee on the north and Louisiana on the south to the settlement
of the whites it will incalculably strengthen the southwestern frontier and render the
adjacent States strong enough to repel future invasions without remote aid. It will
relieve the whole State of Mississippi and the western part of Alabama of Indian
occupancy, and enable those States to advance rapidly in population, wealth, and
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power. It will separate the Indians from immediate contact with settlements of whites;
free them from the power of the States; enable them to pursue happiness in their own
way and under their own rude institutions; will retard the progress of decay, which is
lessening their numbers, and perhaps cause them gradually, under the protection of
the Government and through the influence of good counsels, to cast off their savage
habits and become an interesting, civilized, and Christian community.
These consequences, some of them so certain and the rest so probable, make the
complete execution of the plan sanctioned by Congress at their last session an object
of much solicitude.
Toward the aborigines of the country no one can indulge a more friendly feeling than
myself, or would go further in attempting to reclaim them from their wandering habits
and make them a happy, prosperous people…”
President Andrew Jackson's Case for the Removal Act First Annual Message to
Congress, 8 December 1830 (7)

The Jackson speech sounded good. It proposed removal of all Indians to
reservations West of the Mississippi River. Congress passed this Indian
Removal Act, but the results were not exactly what Mr. Jackson had predicted.
Jackson had commenced his actions against the Indians after the war of 1812 .
The British had recruited Indian allies to raid white settlements. The Creek nation
favored the British side. Many Indians fled into what was then Spanish Florida (the
Florida Panhandle) and continued to raid across the border. Valuable slaves were
escaping too and joining up with the Indians.
Indian allies and invaded what was then Spanish Florida. He had begun what was later
called the first Seminole war.
Two British loyalists Robert Armbrister and Alexander Arbuthnot had the bad luck to
come afoul of Jackson. They were accused of gun running and supplying the Indians
with their small schooner, the Chance. Jackson had Armbrister shot, and Arbuthnot
hung from his ship. There was a political furor over this and threat of renewed war with
England.
Jackson continued onward with volunteer militia and took the city of Pensacola, then
the Spanish capitol. There was later political fury in the capitol of the new United
States, and threat of war with Spain. However, Spain was weak and soon renounced
its claim to Florida, giving ownership to the United States. Jackson’s critics in
Washington did not avail as the pressure for new lands was intense. Old King’s Road
had become a major route for white settlers from the North looking for land, much of
which the Indians believed they owned.

49

Jackson did not favor the Indian’s right to own property and land. He sponsored the
Indian removal act. The act did not recognize that many Indians were settled farmers
with land, slaves of their own, cattle and property much along Old King’s Road. Many
of the escaping slaves had joined with Indian families, married and raised families of
their own. The relationship of the Indians with the blacks was complicated. Some
Indian leaders kept slaves of their own, others permitted free living in their conclave
with payment of a “tax”. In many cases escaped slaves would marry into an Indian
family and were well accepted. In the War of 1812 and later the first Seminole war, the
British had an interest in keeping the Indians stirred up. There had been attacks and
fighting across Florida. The new settlers had strong anti-Indian feelings.
Seminoles with negro ancestry were called “Maroons.” The Seminoles and Maroons
wore “white men’s clothing” often of a colorful nature, and sported head turbans much
like the Turk. Leggings were practical defense against biting insects too.
Many were equipped with the latest in fire arms, supplied by Spanish and British
traders. They knew the Florida area, and also were well experienced in the technique
of guerrilla fighting and traveled pathways thru the Florida rough country.
Jackson’s Indian Removal Act would also trigger the later “Trail of Tears” when the
Cherokee farmers were forcibly removed from their lands in North Georgia, and
resulted in a true disaster for the Plantations and small farms along Old King’s Road.
Many of the Seminoles in Florida were not ‘wandering people’
nor were the Cherokee farmers of Georgia
At first, some of the Indian groups tried legal resistance. But the courts were closed to
the Indians. In Cherokee Nation vs the State of Georgia in 1831, the court said that
while they were sympathetic to the Indian’s plight, they would not intervene to halt
seizure of their farms and property because they were not a nation recognized by our
government. Nor were they recognized as citizens of the new United States. Cases
were taken to the U.S. Supreme Court but no action resulted. In the “Trail of Tears”
removal of the Cherokee, it was estimatedthat 25% died enroute.
Jackson as President could make a speech with a positive spin:
“Toward the aborigines of the country no one can indulge a more friendly feeling than
myself, or would go further in attempting to reclaim them from their wandering habits
and make them a happy, prosperous people.” he said in his speech to Congress.
The Seminoles organized and a bitter guerrilla war began. Old King's Road was
no longer maintained and was abandoned, although portions served as military
routes, and new military extensions were made. There were continuous fights,
destruction with armies marching down the road. There were attacks, counter
marches, and military disasters, using Old King’s road as a reference through the
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mostly unmapped Florida wilderness.
While the war officially ended in 1842, it still continued. The Flagler area was
almost without residents until Civil War times. Seminole villages were burned,
massacres happened on both sides. The great plantations, small farms, and
individual homes were burned, destroyed and abandoned.
Army generals and political leaders arrived to run the war. Most returned home
with battered reputations. General Hernandez, on orders of the General in
Charge Jessip, had agreed to meet Seminole leader Osceola at a meeting under
a white flag of truce. He seized and imprisoned Osceola plus leading Indian chiefs
in St. Augustine. Hernandez, who was an effective military leader, later spent
time after the war explaining his action regarding Osceola. Osceola presented an
excellent appearance, and figured in the press of the times. He died in captivity.

Famous soldiers who would again appear in the Civil War appeared on the front
including William T. Sherman, Winfred Scott, Braxton Bragg and Zachary Taylor.
The war resulted in an orgy of destruction on both sides, until
William Jenkins Worth took charge of the Army. He favored a
tactic later used in Viet Nam of complete destruction of the Indian
supply line, villages, and farms. Captured Seminoles were
shipped to what would later become Oklahoma in small groups.
Considering that the professional U.S. army of the time was very
small, the causalities from combat, disease, and accidents were
Osceola was drawn
very high. Reports differ but approximately 1,500 regular army
many times for the
press. He was not soldiers were killed which was approximately 14% of those
engaged.
a main Seminole
Chief

Property losses in 1835 dollars were about 30 million. Killing
weapons were highly developed and would later be used in
the Civil War including the
percussion cap replacement of the unreliable flintlock.
Slaves were driven from the plantations, captured by
Indians, or forced to live under conditions of starvation, until
recaptured by the military and sent to St. Augustine for
almost certain resale back into servitude. Small holdings,
and large plantations were reduced to rubble, never to
return. Families were murdered, cattle driven off or
destroyed, and the economic basis of the entire area
ceased to exist.
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A very good account of this economic and human disaster is well reported
in Ashes on the Wind 1985 written by Alice Strickland a long time Flagler
County Resident and contained in the Flagler Library History Collection.
A copy of a newspaper advertisement of the time for “Sale of Indian Cattle and Horses”
in Jacksonville reflects the pain of the Indians. Early in the struggle it also was
rumored that during the great relocation, negro or those who had had ‘black blood’
could not take part in any relocation West and would later be
re-sold as slaves. This rumor would make the Maroons fight to the death, and was not
finally adopted. The destruction levied upon the Indians can only be imagined. The
U.S. sent their best generals and soldiers into bitter campaigns toward the elimination
of the Indians. The effect on the free blacks and slaves was beyond calculation. Many
slaves had run away and joined the Indian groups. Being recaptured after marrying
into Indian groups and raising families of their own would lead to a life of desperation.
“During the winter of 1835-36, the
citizens of St. Augustine watched in
dismay as clouds of billowing smoke
drifted towards the city from the south.
Except for the slave quarters, all of the
plantations along the Halifax and
Tomoka Rivers were burned to the
ground by the Seminole Indians.
Efforts to save the plantations were
futile. The people of St. Augustine
provided refuge for an exodus of
plantation inhabitants. Within one
month, the thriving plantations from
Pellicer Creek to Cape Canaveral were
reduced to ruin. They heyday of sugar was over, and it was never fully reestablished as
an important crop in Northeastern Florida.” - - Volusia County history website (5)
“An account of an Indian attack upon a plantation was described when Mr.
Dupont fled to St. Augustine after his house had been attacked .
’Mr. Dupont came into the city with his two little ones, who had to walk all the way,
half clad. The Indians had surrounded his house, killed Mr. Long [another
Plantation owner] carried off the negroes, and destroyed his buildings. Palm Coast
Land Assessment Report 1978 (1)

St. Augustine was not equipped to handle the long lines of refugees, frightened
slaves, freemen, and Planters, often with only the clothing they were wearing,
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walking thru the Florida heat along Old King’s Road and into the safety of the city
gate.
“The war was a long term disaster for Flagler County and other settled areas of
East Florida. It disrupted staple agriculture in the county when local settlers
abandoned their farms and fled to St. Augustine. Indians destroyed the sugar
plantations which had been major slave labor enterprises in the area. John J.
Bulow, Joseph Hernandez and Orlando S. Rees, the three major planters in or
near present day Flagler County, sustained damage amounting to nearly
$300,000. (in 1835 dollars) . Moreover, events beyond the war hastened the
decline of the local economy. In addition to the 1835 freeze killing orange trees
and sugar cane, an outbreak of citrus scale further devastated the cultivation of
oranges. On a national level the Panic of 1837 created a financial crisis
throughout the country. Many banks including the only one in St. Augustine, the
Southern Life Insurance and Trust Company suspended specie payments. The
chances for economic recovery diminished when a depression spread throughout
the United States in the following year.” Historic Properties Survey Flagler County Nov
1987 (19)
Little is known as to what became of the large number of Slaves working on the Plantations. Some accounts tell of large
groups walking north along Old King’s Road to St. Augustine, where they may have been re-sold. The black Seminoles
or Maroons often fought to the death making the war bitter and long lasting. Runaway black slaves certainly had taken
shelter with the Seminole Indians, but their villages were wiped out during the war and small groups were shipped West,
and some re-sold into slavery. Slave hunters were common during these times, although the Seminoles would make
short work of them if a slave hunter was captured.
photo Library of Congress

The fate of the thousands of slaves on Flagler
plantations was not noted in any document I could find,

Journey into Wilderness by Jacob Rhett
Motte a surgeon in the regular army depicts
a journey to the wreckage of ‘Bulowville’ or
the Bulow Plantation in
September of 1837 in pursuit of the
Seminole warriors. The soldiers marched
down Old King’s Road and camped in the
abandoned fields and burnt structures of the
once successful plantation. His account
was edited by James F. Sunderman and
published as Journey Into the Wilderness by
The University of Florida Press in 1963.

It was evident from the descriptions and maps enclosed that Old King’s Road was very
much in use by the military in their campaign, using names such as Fort Peyton on the
northern reach towards St. Augustine, and Dunlawton on the south.
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He describes battles under the supervision of the then general Hernandez
and the regular army soldiers who suffered greatly in the Florida climate.
They traveled south down Old King’s and near Dunlawton were successful in the
capture of an important Seminole leader King Philip and later a large number of his
leading chiefs and leaders. Again the captives were marched up Old King’s road to
the fortress at St. Augustine. This capture later lead to the imprisonment of Indian
leader Osceola who had journeyed north under “a white flag” to discuss terms.
In his journal Jacob Motte was at time sympatric to the plight of the Florida Indians but
after viewing much combat also agreed with Generals Jesup and Hernandez that they
were “treacherous” and should be captured regardless of preconditions and
agreements.
Old King’s was described as a rough, sandy tract and it was certainly rapidly losing its
character as a public roadway with bridges burnt and crossing destroyed.
Mr. Motte described the plight of the negro slaves taken by the Indians from the
destroyed plantations, and who were in desperate condition, lacking food, clothing or
housing. Many would struggle north on Old King’s road knowing that their entry into
St. Augustine would result in recapture and sale back into slavery. Others joined the
Indian bands as fighters, the Maroons, and would often fight to the death against the
regular Army soldiers. Later General Jesup dispatched an officer to Washington with a
proposal that some Indians could remain in the remote Southern Swamps of Florida.
The reply was they must depart or be destroyed.
They referred to the Treaty of Paynes Landing which the Indians had reputed.
The war continued in a guerilla manner until 1842 when Colonel W. J. Worth,
commander declared victory.
Indian leader Osceola marches up Old King’s Road in October of 1838
“..Osceola was camping at the headwaters of Hawk Creek when he sent word of his
desire for a conference. White flags were furnished Osceola by Hernandez. He, along
with one hundred warriors, marched across Flagler to Moultrie Creek where he was me
by Hernandez and to hundred fifty of his troops.” The history of Flagler County by John Clegg
1976 Osceola later died in captivity, but was given much press attention with
illustrations of him (he was a very handsome man)
and attention to his plight of being captured under a truce flag.
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Bulow Plantation ruins off Old King’s Road
Along Old King’s Road, and throughout Flagler county there remain bits and
pieces of the rich Plantation Economy that once existed. Driving south on Old
King’s Road past the busy intersection of U.S. Route 100 (Moody Blvd), you will
arrive at Bulow State Park. Turn left and you are on the “Old Road” which is said
to strongly resemble the original King’s Road. Thru this narrow pathway, under
beautiful live oak trees, huge palmetto plants, and thick Florida foliage lies the
wreckage of the immense Bulow Plantation ruins, now a State Park. This area is
still largely untouched by the developer although if you look closely you will view
a housing development nearby through some of the trees. The Spanish land
grant for this area clearly shows Old King’s Road marked as ‘public road.”

To see what Old King's Road really looked like, visit the "Old Road" leading from modern Old King's
to the Bulow Plantation Preserve. It is still shell topped, and journeys thru true Florida growth that has
taken over the once rich fields of the Bulow estate. Here once journeyed Audubon .

In 1821 Major Charles Wilhelm Bulow acquired 4,675 acres of wilderness
bordering a tidal creek that would bear his name. Using slave labor, he cleared
2,200 acres and planted sugar cane, cotton, rice and indigo. Soon after the
plantation was established and in production, he died at age 44.
It was reported they had 159 slaves, cultivating 800 acres. His slaves included
not only laborers but skilled craftsman. The plantation included
a corn house, poultry house, two cotton houses, a gin house, a barn, a stable, a
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blacksmith shop, a cooperage and a sawmill. The huge sugar cane crushing mill
included steam engines, and the latest technology of the times.
The only son John Bulow took over production and
the plantation prospered until the second Seminole
War. John liked to entertain other planters, and it was
said a dock in the nearby waterway was decorated
with broken wine bottles. He was well educated and
highly progressive.
John Bulow like some of the other settlers in the area
did not agree with the U.S. government’s intent to
send the Seminoles to reservations west of the Mississippi River. He had always
had a good relationship with the Indians. John Bulow also believed that any
fortification of his Plantation would cause an attack.
He demonstrated his disapproval by ordering a four pound cannon to be fired at
Major Putnam’s command of State Militia, the “Mosquito Roarers,” as they
entered his property. On December 28, 1835 Major Benjamin A. Putnam and his
company of men had reached Bulowville after abandoning another plantation.
Bulowville was then converted into a military fortress, with stockade and
breastworks of bales of cotton. A large number of refugee planters and their
negroes came down Old King’s Road for protection. The plantation house was
packed with anxious settlers anticipating an Indian attack.
John Bulow was made a prisoner for his opposition. Suffering from dysentery and
yellow fever, Major Putnam’s command soon retreated up Old King’s Road to St.
Augustine. Realizing the Indians were now hostile, young Bulow along with other
settlers and their slaves, abandoned his plantation and also went northward.
He returned to Paris France and died there.
Around January 31, of 1836 the Seminoles burned “Bulowville” leaving other
plantations along Old King’s road in flames.—–exhibit text Bulow Plantation Ruin,
Historic State Park. (16)

The visible wreckage of the sugar mill installation that exists today shows what an
impressive operation these plantations represented. There had been a huge
investment in machinery and structure to process sugar cane, the ruins today are
massive. The Plantation House is long gone in fire, but the large processing plant
and warehouse ruins show what might have been. The fields have long been
recovered by the Florida wilderness. Of the other plantations and farms only a few
stones here and there still exist in Flagler County. Bulow is the remaining sample
of the many large and small holdings that were wrecked and burned along the Old
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Artist reconstruction of what the Bulow mill house looked like. There was a huge investment
of capital and machinery in these Plantations, that existed all along Old King's Road.

King’s Road route. The era of large Plantations along Old King’s Road had
ended, never to return.
Today Flagler's gated communities, and developments post the names of these
long lost plantations. Old King’s Road still remains. The great plantations that had
lined Old King’s Road were almost totally gone, burned with nothing of value left.
The destruction is dramatically related in Ashes On the Wind, but one ponders the
fate of the thousands of slaves that once labored in the Flagler area. History is not
always clear on their fate although certainly many were transported to St.
Augustine and re-sold. Great enterprises were destroyed in what would later
become Flagler County. Many slaves, who had great monetary value to their
owners, had previously fled to the Indian camps where they were welcomed, and
caused increased political pressure for solution to “the Indian problem.” their story
remains for the most part unwritten. Black families were separated and families
destroyed.
Fort Fulton, a military outpost to protect Old King’s Road
In February of 1840 a military post, Fort Fulton was reported constructed on the
right side of Pellicer Creek, between Pellicer and Old King’s Road West of
present U.S. highway 1. It was probably constructed of log palisades and served
as a sanctuary for soldiers protecting the military supply lines along Old King’s
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An early map shows the Bulow Plantation along Old King's Road, with a Pellicer grant to the north, all
along Old King's Road which appears to run exactly on the same path as the modern Old King's Road.
In the late 1820's Bulow had 159 slaves cultivating about 800 acres. He had a corn house, poultry house, two cotton
houses, a cotton gin house, a barn, a stable, a blacksmith shop, cooperage, and a sawmill. The most complex
part of the property was the sugar mill facility.
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Road. It was reported to be active up to 1846. Hewitt’s Mill, a sawmill built by
John Hewitt was reported to be 1500 feet SW of Fort Fulton…..Flagler Beach
Museum unpublished documents. (9)

In October 1983 Historian William M. Jones explored the area and wrote
a paper entitled Fort Fulton, a Seminole Indian War Fort, Flagler County
Florida. He again drew a map showing Old King’s Road, the “old bridge now
gone” (Which was likely the ‘Twin Bridges’ of Mr. Wadsworth,
Hewitts Mill and the location of Fort Fulton. He reported that relic collectors had
already worked the site removing musket shot, and other military items. He
reported it was probable the fort was located about 800 feet south of Old King’s to
protect the roadway, and was likely manned by volunteers rather than regular
soldiers. Fort Fulton, a Seminole Indian War Fort, Flagler County Florida by William M. Johes October
1983 – Flagler Public Library document collection.

The Five Civilized Tribes – Gone
The war was a disaster for the Indian tribes too. Their villages were burned, their
leaders imprisoned or killed. Once the Seminoles were called a member of “The
Five Civilized Tribes.”
Many lived in cabins or houses, farmed, and wore clothing similar to that of the
white settler. They had often become Christians. However, they had readily
accepted the run-away slaves. The conflict between the two cultures was a
catastrophe for both.
The few surviving Seminoles retreated to the deep southern Florida grassland
swamps where almost no white man visited, and never ceased their opposition to
the rapid settlement of Florida and seizure of lands they long considered to be
theirs. Some reportedly were able to escape with their families to the Caribbean
Islands. Others moved to Texas and even Mexico.
The war ended when the U.S. government “declared victory” and departed the
area, leaving the waste of destroyed Plantations, farms and homes.
With the Seminoles, the war never ended.
What would later become Flagler County went into a economic decline and
was almost de-populated by the time of the Civil War (or War of Northern
Aggression as it was called in the South)
“..only Mala Compra was rebuilt, and only a few scattered subsistence farms
existed.” most of the male residents of the county abandoned their farms and
joined the Confederate Army.” Timbering and the cutting of Live Oaks remained
the principal economic activity. In 1881 a ferry began operating across the
Tomoka River, permitting the King’s Road to be put back in use.
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Until the arrival of the railroad, Old King’s Road remained as the chief link
between the Flagler County area and the outside world. The first railroad arrived
in Flagler County in 1885”….Historic properties survey Flagler County (19)
The Civil War was not kind to the Flagler area
Because the area along Old King’s road was almost depopulated during the
Seminole Wars, Congress passed a temporary free homestead act to encourage
settlement in 1842. Some brave settlers again journeyed down what remained of
Old King’s road. Florida was declared a state in 1842 and some plantation life
along Graham’s Swamp and Old King’s road began to appear. Joseph
Hernandez petitioned Congress for $100,000 ( a huge amount for the time )
damages and received partial payment. He then also wrote that the south should
look out for herself and protect the institution of slavery. On January 10, 1860
Florida became the third state to depart the union. The Civil War was over early
for this area. By March of 1862 it was reported that “bushwhackers” and irregular
cavalry were moving here along the lonely, sandy road seeking to hang the
disloyal. A large number of the local residents vanished to avoid the invasion.
By 1883 the State of Florida was giving extensive land grants to five main
companies who promised to improve them. One being The Florida Land and
Improvement Company. In 1887 bits of Old King’s road certainly remained as a
sandy, unimproved trail. An orange citrus industry began south of St. Joseph
along Old King’s Road. A citrus boom hit around 1885 with some 1,500 persons
settling around the small town of Duke, a stage coach relay station. Henry
Cutting (later of Princess Place fame) planted a large grove on the Pellicer grant
near Old King’s road. It was called Cherokee Grove. Palm Coast Cultural Resource
Assessment: Comprehensive Land use Plan Report July 1978

Old King’s Road begins to fade….
“From the 1840’s until the early 1880’s, the geographic area which now forms Flagler
County was largely a wilderness. The principal economic activity was timbering.
Timbering was an important industry in Florida from the British period until the
development of metal hulled ships after the Civil War. Live oaks, in particular, were cut
in the interior and transported to the coast where they were shipped north for
processing. “In 1881 a ferry began operating across the Tomoka River, permitting the
King’s Road to be put back in use.” Historic Properties Survey of Flagler County Nov 1987
Old King’s Road had remained the main avenue in the area until the railroad
appeared. The first railroad appeared in Flagler County in 1885 was basically a
primitive logging route. “The individual who first developed rail transportation in
Flagler County was Utley J. White. White, a lumberman, had worked for the Toccoi
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railroad Company, the first railroad to St. Augustine. For financing he went to Stephen
Van Cullen White, a Wall Street millionaire who had been staying in Ormond with his
sister-in-law, recuperating from an illness Utley J. White began construction of the
railroad in 1885. The line ran from East Palatka on the St. Johns River through Dinner
Island, Espanola, Bunnell, Dupont to the Tomoka. Problems with marshes and hard
rock caused delays in the completion of the railroad, but in November ,1886, the first
engine from Palatka steamed into Ormond. The St. Johns and Halifax was completed
to Daytona a month later.” . Historic Properties Survey of
Flagler County Nov 1987 (19)

Public Roadways are built
In 1880 a road known as the Carter Road was
completed, and a second road the Moultrie road was
constructed. They followed the general path of Old
King’s Road and were often called this name.
Numerous subdivision maps ranging in date from the
late nineteenth century through the 1920’s use a
road the surveyors called the King’s Road as a
monument. Proceeding south of what is now the
Flagler County line, within section 37 of Township 12
South, Range 31 East, the road appears on the
1888 plat for the Harwood Subdivision and a 1918
plat of the Halifax Company Lands.” The King’s Road:
Florida’s First Highway (14)
photo courtesy of Cisco Deen

During the 1870’s there was renewed interest in a
public road along the general route of the original King’s Road between Moultrie (in St.
Augustine) and Pellicer creeks. This was largely attributable to the resettlement of the
existing private lands in this section of the country, particularly the former Spanish land
grants, and granting of new private lands, principally though federal land patents.”
”There is evidence that the Carter Road followed the general route of the Old King’s
Road.” “By the time the Carter Road was designated a public road in 1880, forty-five
years had passed without any known maintenance or improvements, and the King’s
Road had most likely had become impassable.”
By the 1920’s the roadway was commonly referred to as the Moultrie Road.

Developmental History of the Moultrie, Carter and the Old King’s Road by Paul Weaver

Since an existing “public road” would give the road builders rights when going thru
what was claimed to be private property, the early surveyors would dig to locate a
“shell topping” which would not be native to the area, and would be more typical to the
surface of the original King’s Roadway.
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Other roadways such as The Dixie Highway soon replaced Old King’s, sections were
paved within Flagler County, and the short unpaved section leading from U.S. 1, had a
short life, as paving contracts are being allocated and the bulldozers are active. In
1913 a public road was constructed between Bunnell and Hastings. In 1915 it was
paved with brick and became what is today called The Dixie Highway.

These photos of the early
Carter roadway show
bridges and road not too
much different than
those constructed by the
British Engineers a
century prior. However,
the general route of Old
King's was followed
where it could be found.

However, if you drive south along Old King’s Road, and arrive where it intersects
and vanishes into the Dixie Highway at the Halifax Plantation community, you
might look a little more closely, as there is a shadow of the Old King’s road as it
continues its now ghostly straight southerly destination.
It sleeps beneath the trees and foliage, but there is still a
hint of its former existence.

History Flows rapidly in Flagler County
The rapid development of Flagler County from an agricultural area into a residential
city has caused the historical sites to diminish or vanish. The new residents in their
gated communities see names of past settlers on their gates, but rarely have
knowledge of those who went before them. Yet in northern Flagler an area still exists,
almost untouched that is rich in history. There are still a few spots that look almost like
they did in the 1800’s where waving grasslands, oak trees, and waterways existed in
natural form. Pellicer Creek on Flagler’s northern border has been described as “the
most pristine waterway in Florida” as limited development has yet occurred in this area.
It can be hoped that acquisition of land in this area by new Florida Agricultural
Museum will further aid the preservation of this area for the future.
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The excellent New Smyrna Beach report on Old King’s Road had concluded:
”The King’s Road is indisputably one of America’s most historic pathways.
Remaining physical traces of the original road should be preserved
and advertised where that is practical……”
”Appropriate historical markers should be placed in highly conspicuous
locations to attract public attention to the road….”
The King’s Road: Florida’s first highway – author Dr. William R. Adams
In March of 2005, then Library Director Doug Cisney forwarded an early draft of my paper to the County
Manager, recommending that during the paving of the last remaining section of Old King’s Road it be recognized
as a historical site and appropriately marked. The County was at that time engaged in letting contracts on this
project. No reply was received. Paving is a prime objective expected to be completed by December of 2006 as an
escape route for Northern Flagler County residents.

The Princess Place Preserve just off Old King’s Road
Near Flagler’s northern border and just off Old King’s Road lies an area that still
captures much of what was once here. At the first turn off you can travel a narrow dirt
road (which also soon will be paved!) that leads you past tidal flats, twisted oak trees,
to an area that once was part of Francisco Pellicer’s farm. In the early 1800’s, H.C.
Sloggett introduced orange trees and called this area Cherokee Grove.
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Here was one of the first orange grove
locations in Florida.
Cherokee grove was part of Francisco Pellicer’s land grant
from the King of Spain in 1791. Mr. Pellicer, a heroic leader of
the Minorcan refugees as they passed by on the roadway,
obtained the grant and lived on this land for 38 years. He
fought in the second Seminole War. Twelve of his eighteen children were born here.
Over time, most land grants were divided up and sold off in smaller parcels or
absorbed into other nearby land grants. “Today there is probably not a single Spanish
land grant existing in East Florida that is in its natural state or in the same configuration
and size, as when it was originally granted—- except for the Francisco Pellicer grant.
The Pellicer family never divided the property. If historically verified, this fact would
significantly enhance the historical importance of this land tract.” The area became
“The Princess Place Preserve” now maintained by the Flagler County Parks
Department. David Pellicer, a fifth generation descendant of Francisco Pellicer as
told to the Flagler Parks Department

In 1886 Mr. Henry Cutting, a wealthy New York sportsman, purchased
the property. He contracted with the finest builders of the time to
produce a hunting and fishing lodge where he entertained guests from
all over the world. He married, but unfortunately died on his boat in
1892 leaving Angela, his 26 year old widow with two small children.
She met Prince Scherbatoff, a member of the Russian Royal Family,
and re-married choosing to live at Cherokee Grove. Once again
Cherokee Grove was the host to international celebrations. Angela there after
referred to herself as “the princess” and lived to a great age. She was interviewed and
written about by local historian John Clegg, who also related his impressions of her to
me and was tape recorded by Dr. Judy Kent for our website.
The lodge of built of local
carved coquina rock and
was considered an
outstanding architectural
achievement. It also included one of the first
in-ground swimming pools in Florida, fed by
somewhat evil smelling artesian water that
still flows today. (the same sulfur-rich artesian springs provide water in the
Washington Gardens Preserve.)
I was told that hollowed-out oak trees were driven into the ground as piping.
The property was purchased by the Wadsworth family in 1954 and was later
obtained by Flagler County and is now protected as “The Princess Place Preserve”
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The Audubon visit and the “Live Oakers”
Once great forests of Live Oak trees grew here
Traveling along what is now the paved version of Old King’s Road, past the Bulow
Plantation, on to the Ormond Plantation site you will find the “Fairchild Oak” .It has
been around since the era of ancient Indians, and European settlement—– about 800
years. Surrounded by sugar plantation ruins, safeguarded as an archeological site, the
tree stands in Bulow Creek State Park – Ormond Plantation site. There are few of the
grand old oaks still remaining in Flagler County although it was reported that once
great forests grew here.
The early Spanish settlers and later the English found a great Florida treasure—– the
Live Oak. Unfortunately, it was too valuable and by 1800 large tracts of live oak forests
had been cut down. The lumber was vital for ship building. It often came in exactly the
right shape for ship’s frames, or knees, and was almost indestructible compared with
other available woods. The wood was valuable and a market existed for it in Europe
where most of the great Oaks had long ago been cut down some still remained along
the waterways and in the area now known as Flagler.
By 1827 Navy Secretary Samuel Southard informed Congress that large amounts of
timber along the St. John’s river and along the sea coast had vanished.
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President John Quincy Adams became one of the first conservationists in fighting for
laws to protect this valuable resource. It was not to be. Political infighting, the election
of Andrew Jackson and the subsequent Indian wars in Florida left an open door to
those who were enough to cut the timber and transport it to markets in ports such as
St. Augustine via the accessible waterways.
The logging crews that flooded into Florida were called “Live Oakers” and precipitated
bitter political struggles within the new U.S. government, and many financial scandals.
There is little doubt that Old King’s Road provided an avenue for loggers to reach the
accessible water transport, and bring their valuable cargo to St. Augustine. It is likely
that a side road, near what is today the Princess Place Preserve was a route from
stands of Oak Trees to the waterway.
A few examples of the magnificent Live Oak trees still remain in Flagler County located
on the present Princess Place Preserve, which is today one of the first turn offs on the
unpaved, Old King’s Road. We could speculate how many of the wooden ships of the
English Navy carried Live Oak frames and knees originating from what is now Flagler
County. It is likely that active logging activity took place in this area. A local name for
Pellicer Creek was Wood Cutters Creek and a mill, called Hulett’s(sp) existed in the
area, on the west side of Old King’s. The objective was to get this valuable wood up to
St. Augustine, where it could be shipped to Europe and a ready and profitable market.
A dangerous trail along Old King’s road
John Audubon visits our area
his account of the Live Oakers
In 1831-32 John James Audubon the famous naturalist traveled
in portions of Old King’s Road, after a visit to what is now Flagler
County where he stopped at the Hernandez plantation in middle
December 1831. He was accompanied by Henry Ward, an
English taxidermist, and George Lehman a landscape painter.
Audubon also wrote about his visit to the Bulow Plantation which
also lies along Old King’s Road in Flagler County (as it is called
today). Audubon was not impressed with our area.
If you turn into the “Old Road” which leads from the southern part of Old King’s road in
Flagler County, you will see and travel down a pathway which looks almost exactly like
the original Old King’s Road, and probably resembles the route Mr. Audubon saw as it
winds thru massive palm trees and Florida foliage.
If you look more closely you will also see a housing development snuggling up to the
protected preserve.
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On January 6th 1832, Audubon was reported by John Clegg to have made a trip south
west down “The Spring Garden Trail” which was clearly shown in the John Williams
1837 map as a "road" leading from Old King’s in Northern Flagler (Mosquito)County
and also appearing in the “Dinner Island Map” as a ‘trail’ to Spring Garden.
He was accompanied by the engineer who built the sugar mill at Bulow.
On January 14, 1832 Audubon and his party returned to St. Augustine from
Bulowville, traveling on Old King’s Highway by wagon and six mules. He wrote a
detailed report of his experiences. Audubon does not comment on Indian dangers but
there surely were risks in his trip at that time. Visiting Mosquito County (or later Flagler
County) could have been a dangerous venture for him. They journeyed by boat but
also certainly found the Old King’s Road running nearby to the Bulow Plantation, and
on their return they did an 18 mile stretch via mule and wagon along ‘a Seminole trail’
which was almost certainly Old King’s Road. His paper on the visit to our area was
widely published, but his comments on the Live Oakers are not as well known. In
doing an internet Google search I found a rare Audubon paper on “The Live Oakers”
which was also written after a visit to this area, and is re-printed with permission.
It does describe what the life of the "Live-Oaker" was like.
The Live-Oakers— (word spelling by Mr. Audubon)
"The greater part of the forests of East Florida principally consists of what in that
country are called 'Pine Barrens.' In these districts, the woods are rather thin, and the
only trees that are seen in them are tall pines of rather indifferent quality, beneath
which is a growth of rank grass, here and there mixed with low bushes and sword
palmettos. The soil is of an [sic] sandy nature, mostly flat, and consequently either
covered with water during the rainy season, or parched in the summer and autumn,
although you meet at times with ponds of stagnant water, where the cattle, which are
abundant, allay their thirst, and around which resort the various kinds of game found in
these wilds."
"The traveler who has pursued his course for many miles over the barrens, is suddenly
delighted to see in the distance the appearance of a dark 'hummock' of live oaks and
other trees, seeming as if they had been planted in the wilderness. As he approaches,
the air feels cooler and more salubrious, the song of numerous birds delights his ear,
the herbage assumes a more luxuriant appearance, the flowers become larger and
brighter, and a grateful fragrance is diffused around. These objects contribute to
refresh his mind, as much as the sight of the waters of some clear spring, gliding
among the undergrowth, seems already to allay his thirst. Over head festoons of
innumerable vines, jessamines, and bignonias, link each tree with those around it, their
slender stems being interlaced as if in mutual affection. No sooner, in the shade of
these beautiful woods, has the traveler finished his mid-day repast, than he perceives
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small parties of men lightly accoutered, and each bearing an axe, approaching towards
his resting place. They exchange the usual civilities, and immediately commence their
labours, for they too have just finished their meal."
"I think I see them proceeding to their work. Here two have stationed themselves on
the opposite sides of the trunk of a noble and venerable live-oak. Their keen-edged
and well-tempered axes seem to make no impression on it, so small are the chips that
drop at each blow around the mossy and wide-spreading roots. There, one is
ascending the stem of another, of which, in its fall, the arms have stuck among the
tangled tops of the neighbouring trees. See how cautiously he proceeds, barefooted,
and with a handkerchief round his head. Now he has climbed to the height of about
forty feet from the ground; he stops, and squaring himself with the trunk on which he
so boldly stands, he wields with sinewy arms his trusty blade, with repeated blows of
which, although the tree be as tough as it is large, will soon sever it in two. He has
changed sides, and his back is turned to you. The trunk now remains connected bypart
which is lodged, and shakes it with all his might. Now swings the huge log under his
leaps, now it suddenly gives way, and as it strikes upon the ground its echoes are
repeated through the hummock, and every wild turkey within hearing utters his gobble
of recognition. The wood-cutter, however, remains collected and composed; but the
next moment, he throws his axe to the ground, and, assisted by the nearest grapevine, slides down and reaches the earth in an instant."
"Several men approach and examine the prostrate trunk. They cut at both its
extremities, and sound the whole of its bark, to enable them to judge if the tree has
been attacked by the white-rot. If such has unfortunately been the case, there, for a
century or more, this huge log will remain until it gradually crumbles; but if not, and if it
is free of injury or “wind-shakes,” while there is no appearance of the sap having
already ascended, and its pores are altogether sound, they proceed to take its
measurement. Its shape ascertained, and the timber that is fit for use laid out by the
aid of models, which, like fragments of the skeleton of a ship, show the forms and sizes
required, and the hewers commence their labours.
Thus, reader, perhaps every known hummock in the Floridas is annually attacked, and
so often does it happen that the white-rot or some other disease has deteriorated the
quality of the timber, that the woods may be seen strewn with trunks that have been
found worthless, so that every year the valuable oaks are becoming scarcer. The
destruction of the young trees of their species caused by the fall of the great trunks is
of course immense, and as there are no artificial plantations of these trees in our
country, before long a good sized live-oak will be so valuable that its owner will exact
an enormous price for it, even while it yet stands in the wood. In my opinion, formed on
personal observation, live-oak hummocks are not quite so plentiful as they are
represented to be, and of this I will give you one illustration."
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"On the 25th of February, 1832, I happened to be far up the St. John’s River, in East
Florida, in the company of a person employed by our government in protecting the liveoaks of that section of the country, and who received a
good salary for his trouble. While we were proceeding along one of the banks of that
most singular stream, my companion pointed out some large hummocks of dark-leaved
trees on the opposite side, which he said were entirely formed of live-oaks. I thought
differently, and as our controversy on the subject became a little warm, I proposed that
our men should row us to the place, where we might examine the leaves and timber,
and so decide the point. We soon landed, but after inspecting the woods, not a single
tree of the species did we find, although there were thousands of large “swamp-oaks.”
My companion acknowledged his mistake, and I continued to search for birds.""One
dark evening as I was seated on the banks of the same river, considering what
arrangements I should make for the night, as it began to rain in torrents, a man who
happened to see me, came up and invited me to go to his cabin, which he said was not
far off. I accepted his kind offer, and followed him to his humble dwelling. There I found
his wife, several children, and a number of men, who, as my host told me, were, like
himself, Live-Oakers.
Supper was placed on a large table, and on being desired to join the party, I willingly
assented, doing my best to diminish the contents of the tin pans and dishes set before
the company by the active and agreeable house-wife. We then talked of the country,
its climate and productions, until a late hour, when we laid ourselves down on bears’
skins, and reposed till day-break."
"I longed to accompany these hardy wood-cutters to the hummock where they were
engaged in preparing live-oak timber for a man-of-war. Provided with axes and guns,
we left the house to the care of the wife and children, and proceeded for several miles
through a pine-barren, such as I have attempted to describe. One fine wild turkey was
shot, and when we arrived at the shantee put up near the hummock, we found another
party of wood-cutters waiting our arrival, before eating their breakfast, already
prepared by a Negro man, to whom the turkey was consigned to be roasted for part of
that day’s dinner."
"Our repast was an excellent one, and vied with a Kentucky breakfast: beef, fish,
potatoes, and other vegetables, were served up, with coffee in tin cups, and plenty of
biscuit. Every man seemed hungry and happy, and the conversation assumed the
most humorous character. The sun now rose above the trees, and all, excepting the
cook, proceeded to the hummock, on which I had been gazing with great delight, as it
promised rare sport. My host, I found, was the chief of the party; and although he also
had an axe, he made no other use of it than for stripping here and there pieces of bark
from certain trees which he considered of doubtful soundness. He was not only well
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versed in his profession, but generally intelligent, and from him I received the following
account, which I noted at the time."
"The men who are employed in cutting the live-oak, after having discovered a good
hummock, build shanties of small logs, to retire to at night, and feed in by day. Their
provisions consist of beef, pork, potatoes, biscuits, flour, rice, and fish, together with
excellent whisky. They are mostly hale, strong, and active men, from the eastern parts
of the Union, and receive excellent wages, according to their different abilities. Their
labours are only of a few months’ duration. Such hummocks as are found near
navigable streams are first chosen, and when it is absolutely necessary, the timber is
sometimes hauled five or six miles to the nearest water-course, where, although it
sinks, it can, with comparative ease, be shipped to its destination. The best time for
cutting the live-oak is considered to be from the first of December to the beginning of
March, or while the sap is completely down. When the sap is flowing, the tree is
“bloom,” and more apt to be “shaken.” The white-rot, which occurs so frequently in the
live-oak, and is perceptible only by the best judges, consists of round spots, about an
inch and a half in diameter, on the outside of the bark, through which, at that spot, a
hard stick may be driven several inches, and generally follows the heart up or down
the trunk of the tree.
So deceptive are these spots and trees to persons unacquainted with this defect, that
thousands of trees are cut and afterwards abandoned. The great number of trees of
this sort strewn in the woods would tend to make a stranger believe that there is much
more good oak in the country than there really is; and perhaps, in reality, not more
than one fourth of the quantity usually reported, is to be procured."
"The Live-Oakers generally revisit their distant homes in the Middle and Eastern
Districts, where they spend the summer, returning to the Floridas at the approach of
winter. Some, however, who have gone there with their families, remain for years in
succession; although they suffer much from the climate, by which their once good
constitutions are often greatly impaired. This was the case with the individual abovementioned, from whom I subsequently received much friendly assistance in my
pursuits." - - John James Audubon.
reprinted from Donald Heald Rare Books, Prints and Maps www.donaldheald.com
www.audubongalleries.com with permission (17)

History Moves onward in Flagler County
I have tried to concentrate on Old King’s Road as a linkage to the rich history of Flagler
County. Flagler County also has journeyed thru many phases too.
Once it produced sugar cane, and sugar. Here our early settlers grew golden oranges
and exported them thru St. Augustine. Then we were a center of the turpentine and
naval stores production. Early land developers came here and offered the new
communities such as Bunnell and Western Flagler. Flagler became a county in 1914.
We had a thriving bootleg business during the 1920’s. There were vast fields rich in
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potatoes, and cabbages.
And finally came the development of Palm Coast.
Today, these same fields grow ‘grass’ to feed the demands of the home builders
planting lush lawns to attract those who lived in the northern United States (up in the
north we would have called this grass ‘weeds’ but down here they grow well in the
Florida climate). The sprawl of housing developments and gated communities have
begun to move to the west, and the non protected areas surrounding still beautiful
Graham’s Swamp are closing in. Flagler County rapidly twists through the continuous
changes that began in the British era prior to the Revolutionary War and extend to the
new era of house building and guarded, gated communities. Those behind the gates
have little knowledge of the early settlers.
Old King’s Road remains mostly as a memory of its original, only a few tiny bits still
exist of this Historic Roadway; yet if you look closely, see the twisting curves that might
have come from a Seminole Indian, visit some of the still existing preserves such as
Princess Place or Bulow Plantation, travel a bit of the “Old Road” leading to Bulow and
allow your imagination freedom, you can still see the Seminoles, the
anxious escaping Minorcans headed for St. Augustine, or perhaps the rich
plantations that once lined this roadway. Once we were not lined up in lines of
automobiles, sealed into air conditioning against the Florida heat.
As you travel on Old King’s, reflect a moment. Many have journeyed down
this highway before you.

Bill Ryan Palm Coast July 2006
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This report was written primarily from sources existing in the Flagler Public Library, the Flagler Beach
Museum from donated papers and documents of Allen Hadeed, and from internet searches. It was
prepared to inform the residents of Flagler County concerning one of their historical treasures existing within the
county limits. Many of these documents are not published, or exist only in limited copies and may be viewed at
the Flagler County Public Library.
(1) Miller, James J.
July 11 1978 Palm Coast Cultural Resource Assessment-Comprehensive Land Use Plan Report
by Cultural Resource Management Inc., Tallahassee FL—Flagler County Public Library collection
(2) Cooper Jr., Ralph
March 5 1974 Recommendations for tracing Old King’s Road—-St. Augustine’s Committee
for National Bicentennial Inc., unpublished report —Flagler County Public Library
(3) Ward, James R.
July 28, 1996 Future May be Found in Saving Part of the Past —Daytona Beach News-Journal
“….King’s Road Stays Intact in Flagler” —Allen Hadeed document collection
(4) Hadeed, Allen
Lecture Palm Coast United Methodist Church Historical Society
(5) Internet web site
http://volusiahistory.com Volusia County History web
(6) Strickland, Alice
Ashes on the Wind 1985 Flagler County Library collection
(7) Internet site
Andrew Jackson’s Case for the Removal of Indians http://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intreV
Andrew.htm/
(8) St. Photios Greek Orthodox National Shrine
St. Augustine, FL http://www.stphotios.com
(9) Flagler Beach Museum
unpublished documents—the search for St. Joseph’s Mission
(10) Griffin, Patricia C.
Mullet On the Beach The Minorcans of Florida
(11)

El Scribano St. Augustine 1990 Mullet on the Beach review and story

(12) Quinn, Jane
Minorcans in Florida their history and heritage 1975
(13) Belloit, Loquitas
Red Blood, White Lies 1975 fictional account of second Seminole War in Flagler County
based on actual events around Pellicer Creek area.
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(14) Dr. Adams, William R.
The King’s Road, Florida’s First Highway Florida State Library System
HE356.K564.A373 1997 unpublished report for City of New Smyrna and
Volusia County Board of Commissioners. (photocopy)

(15)

Clegg, John
The History of Flagler County 1976 FL.COLL 975.919 CLE Flagler County Public Library

(16)

Ryan, William P.
Personal Visit to Bulow Creek Plantation and State Park photographs and notes, photographs
of Old King’s Road and area. Photos of Double Bridge location on Wadsworth land.

(17)

Donald Held Rare Books, Prints and Maps
www.audubongalleries.com - with permission

(18)

http://www.FloridaMemories.org

(19)

Weaver, Paul L MA
Historic Properties Survey November 1987 report for Flagler County Commission
unpublished Flagler County Library reference REF975.9759

(20)

Gannon Michael
Florida, a short history

(21)

Gold, Robert L.
Borderland Empires in Transition

(22)

Henderson, Ann L. and Mormino, Gary R
Spanish Pathways in Florida

(23)

Jones, W. M.
El Escribano magazine p84 v18 1981
A British Period Sawmill` investigated by W.M. Jones

(24)

Hadeed, Allen
Unpublished documents, letters, reports and studies, Flagler County History

(25)

William, John Lee
1837 Map courtesy Rucker Agree Map Collection, Birmingham Public Library, Birmingham Ala
Old King’s Road

(26)

“The King’s Road: A National Historic Civil Engineering Landmark” by James S. Schaub, F.ASCE
June 1977 ENGINEERING ISSUES American Society of Civil Engineers.
References original British public records, and “Grey Eyes”

(2)

Clegg, John
The History of Flagler County 1976 FL.COLL 975.919 CLE Flagler County Public Library

(3)
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73
www.audubongalleries.com - with permission
(5)

http://www.FloridaMemories.org

(6)
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(8)
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(9)
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(10)
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(11)

Hadeed, Allen
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1837 Map courtesy Rucker Agree Map Collection, Birmingham Public Library, Birmingham Ala
Old King’s Road
William, John Lee
The Territory of Forida: or Sketches of the Topography, Civil and Natural History, of
The country, the climate, and the indian tribes, from first discovery to the present time
with a map, views, & c., A facsimile Reproduction of 1837 edition, University of Florida Press
Gainesville, 1962 (written at the height of the Seminole War, rich with detail of the
military engagements.)
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