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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

The Tracy Area Genealogical Society is very lucky to have such a wonderful volunteer staff, Board of Directors and members.  I think it is appropriate to recognize the contribution they make, which allows its member to have access to the computers, all the subscriptions, and our wonderful library.  

Jan James, a stalwart member and past President, regularly staffs our office on Tuesday and Fridays.  She is our newsletter editor, a huge job in and of itself, she does our filing, and keeps all us organized and on task.  And once a week, Jan, and her helpers Virginia Mynatt, and Marie Patterson, volunteer with the ongoing mortuary project.  Without Jan, our organization would be sorely lacking.

John McVey our new Vice President, has stepped into the thick of things and has volunteered to open TAGS on the 2nd Sunday of the month from 1 pm to 5 pm.  John is also in charge of the programs for TAGS.

Sue Nelson our Secretary keeps our minutes, and makes reports to the city of Tracy to keep us in compliance with our MOU with the city and she sends out special announcements to our membership.  

Stacey James, our Treasurer, does an excellent job and she manages to do this while working full time and attending  classes.  We are very much indebted to her for keeping our books and financial affairs in good order.  

Marie Patterson, our Membership Chairperson, maintains our membership list, members name tags and makes TAGS Membership Binders for our new members.  Marie helps out at the General Membership meetings by staffing the membership check in desk. 

Charles Norton our longtime Board Member helps out with our annual library display and he has recently helped write a grant proposal.

Virginia Mynatt helps those of us who sometimes need help navigating the wonders of genealogical cyberspace.  And Virginia keeps tabs on the donations made by our computer users for the use of printer paper and toner cartridges that our users consume. 

Charlotte Conner regularly helps with office duties and special projects.  Also, in the past, Charlotte helps with our refreshments at the General Membership meetings. 

And our wonderful members, who go above and beyond when we sometimes have to ask for a special contribution to replace needed but worn out equipment.  Thank you, and we very much appreciate your continuing support.  

As a gentle reminder to some of our members who haven't yet remitted their membership dues for 2012, our dues for individual membership is $20 and a family membership is $27.  Our mailing address is TAGS, 1141 Adam Street, Tracy, CA 95376

Terry Ronneberg

President

WELCOME!

A big welcome to our newest member, Bonnie York! 
IN REMEMBERANCE


We are so sorry to hear of the recent passing of Martha P. Martin, one of the founding members of TAGS.  Martha was born March 23, 1937 in Torreon, Coahuila, Mexico to Jose and Maria Luisa Paramo Ricoy and passed away Feb. 15, 2012 at her home in Tracy.  Martha was married to her husband of 47 years, Richard Martin.  She leaves behind 4 children, seven grandchildren and one great grandson.  


Martha was very dedicated in her job of Membership Chairperson for TAGS for many years and was always reaching out and checking on members and former members who she hadn’t seen for awhile or she heard were ill.  We will miss her greatly.  
LIBRARY CORNER
Have you been to the library lately?  We have several website subscriptions to help you in your research.  Our latest two subscriptions are to the New England Historical Genealogical Society (NEHGS) and also Godfrey.  Both subscriptions offer old archived newspapers and so much more.  We also have subscriptions to VitalRecords.com, 3Fold.com (formerly Footnote) and Newspaperarchives.com.   
TAGS NEWSLETTER

We would love your input for your TAGS Newsletter.  A few topics we’re looking for are:
· “Are You Going?” column


This is for people who will be going to an archive or museum or cemetery (either in California or out of state) and are willing to look up something for another TAGS member while they are there.    Or, if you want to advertise your need for someone to look up something for you, feel free to put that in the newsletter.

·  “Breakthroughs” column

This is your chance to share the great family news you just uncovered.  Who knows?  Perhaps what you discovered and HOW you found it will be helpful to someone else.

·  “Brick Walls” column
What are you stuck on?  Tell us about the frustration you are encountering trying to find your great-grandmother’s maiden name.  Maybe another TAGS member can help. 

·  Tell us about yourself

What got you started?  What keeps you going?  What surprises have you uncovered during your family research?  Inquiring minds want to know!  

· Who is your favorite ancestor and why?  How have they influenced who you are? 

GENEALOGY COMMUNITY NEWS:
Social Security Death Index Change: (information gleaned from newsletter exchanges)

Effective Nov. 1, 2011, the Social Security Administration (SSA) changed its policy on what records it will use as source material for adding new entries in the Public Death Master File (DMF) which is used to create the Social Security Death Index (SSDI).

The Agency decided that it can no longer use state death records to add new entries to the DMF.  Furthermore, the SSA will remove approximately 4.2 million records currently on the SSDI because those entries were made based on information from state death records.  

The SSA will continue to compile the DMP from a variety of sources including death reports from family members, funeral homes, hospitals, Federal agencies, postal authorities and financial institutions.  However, state death certificates, which currently generate about 1 million entries in the DMF and SSDI every year will no longer be used.

Also note that Rootsweb will no longer host a free Social Security Death Index and Ancestry.com will remove social security numbers for those deceased for less than ten (10) years.  This move comes as the result of concerns about possible identity theft issues using the social security numbers of recently deceased individuals.  

Read the full article at:  http://www.genealogyblogg.com/?p=15903. 

A Note from the Editor: Following Up on Recent Columns
by Lynn Betlock, Editor of The Weekly Genealogist:

Last week I wrote about the opening of the 1940 census on April 2, 2012, and provided instructions from the National Archives on how to search for ancestors in the census without an index, since no index currently exists. I mentioned speculation that a complete name index to the 1940 census would be available about six months after the census is released

Reader Tom Doherty of Wilmington, Delaware, wrote to let me know that the full index to the 1940 census is expected to be available in the U.S. for free on Ancestry.com by mid-April 2012 — and remain free through the end of 2013. “When complete, more than 3.8 million original document images containing 130 million plus records will be available to search by more than 45 fields, including name, gender, race, street address, county and state. It will be Ancestry.com’s most comprehensively indexed set of historical records to date.” 

The Weekly Genealogist
Vol. 14, No. 49 
Whole #560
December 7, 2011
Edited by Lynn Betlock, Jean Powers, and Valerie Beaudrault
dailygenealogist@nehgs.org
The press release is available at Ancestry.com. 

***There are a lot of stories on the internet and chat rooms about what the census release will really be.  Some say that it won’t be the entire census at once but slow releases – others say it’s the entire census.  I guess we’ll find out soon! Jan***

Long-lost Identities of Slaves Uncovered in Old Virginia Papers
A new website, "Unknown No Longer: A Database of Virginia Slave Names," the first online resource to list slaves' names across all of slaveholding Virginia, has revealed the identities of 3,200 slaves from unpublished private documents.

The Weekly Genealogist
Vol. 15, No. 7 
Whole #570
February 15, 2012
Edited by Lynn Betlock, Jean Powers, and Valerie Beaudrault
dailygenealogist@nehgs.org
CHECK OUT THESE INTERNET WEB SITES:
Werelate.org

http://www.werelate.org/wiki/Main_Page
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia:

WeRelate.org is the largest freely licensed genealogy wiki and has almost 5 million wiki pages. Supported by the Foundation for On-Line Genealogy and the Allen County Public Library in Fort Wayne, Indiana, it provides genealogy tools and data as a free public service, on a non-commercial, nonsectarian site.[1] Of its almost 5 million pages, WeRelate had over 2 million person pages, over 694,000 family pages and 19370 images in April 2011.
WeRelate allows users to upload GEDCOMs. With more than 26,000 registered users, collaborators often find common ancestors.[citation needed][dubious – discuss] The system produces a comparison screen for likely candidates, allowing users determine if subjects are the same person. Duplicate pages for common ancestors can be merged at upload.

Users are encouraged to document their research. WeRelate has over 926,000 Source pages which contain reference and access information along with relevant links. Source pages also provide space for review and research tips. Users may link Person and Family pages to any relevant source pages. Users may also create MySource pages for references relevant to only their research such as family bibles, birth, death and marriage certificates. Scans of documentation may be attached to any relevant page.

Place information is essential to genealogical research. WeRelate has over 900,000 referenced place pages. Where applicable, Place pages are linked to [2] Family History Library Catalog,[3] and Wikipedia. Where geographic coordinates are available, a google map is provided. Many pages also include timelines, population history, contained places, history, research tips and images.
Geni.com
http://www.geni.com/home
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia:

Geni is a genealogy and social networking website. Launched on January 16, 2007, the Web 2.0 company aims to create a family tree of the world.[1]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geni.com" \l "cite_note-1" [2] While family profiles are private, Geni’s mission is to create a shared family tree of common ancestors. By combining research into a single tree that users work on together, users can focus on verifying information and on new avenues of research, rather than spending time duplicating research that others have already done. Over 98.6 million profiles were created on Geni by over 5.8 million users as of December 2010.[3]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geni.com" \l "cite_note-3" [4] Geni is also the parent company of enterprise messaging service Yammer.[5]
At the website users enter names of their parents, siblings, and other relatives, as well as profiles with various fields of biographical information about themselves and their relatives. From there users may graphically manipulate sections of their connections network to create a complete personal family tree.[6]
The service uses the contact information to invite additional members to join, and builds a comprehensive social network database from the information collectively entered by members. For now users may only see information belonging to themselves and to people in their immediate network who have given them permission.[8]
As of November 1, 2011, Geni.com instituted new profile limitations. Basic (free) members can build a tree, or be linked to trees, with up to 100 connected people, rather than the limit of 5 generations previously possible. If a basic user is linked to an existing tree of more than 100 people, the user is now blocked from entering more people. A Plus membership increases the limit to 1,000 connected people. With a Pro subscription, there are no size restrictions to the number of added or connected profiles. Only plus and pro users can access the profile search utility. Only pro members can initiate a merge of trees (linking of duplicates). Another pro member of the tree to be merged has to give her/his consent to the suggested merge. If a user interrupts the pro subscription, entered data can not be exported, and it is impossible to approve any merges involving any person for which the user is the manager. Many complaints are expressed about these changes. [9]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geni.com" \l "cite_note-9" [10]
***As with all websites you need to be very careful with your information!  Both of these websites listed above are wonderful for finding other family working on your same lines.  On the down-side, people can take your information and add to it (proven or not) and all of a sudden your tree is full of erroneous information and then copied by others and submitted as their work and full or errors.  As always, the watch word is BE CAREFUL!!  Jan**
DEAD FRED
http://www.deadfred.com
This website is of photos people have submitted not only of their own family but also unknown people in hopes that someone can identify them.  You can search by surname, state, places, etc.  This is a free genealogy search site.  
BLM GLO 
http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/
The Official Federal Land Records Site

The Bureau of Land Management(BLM), General Land Office (GLO) Records Automation web site provides live access to Federal land conveyance records for the Public Land States, including image access to more than five million Federal land title records issued between 1820 and the present. They also have images related to survey plats and field notes, dating back to 1810. Due to organization of documents in the GLO collection, this site does not currently contain every Federal title record issued for the Public Land States. 

Federal Land Patents offer researchers a source of information on the initial transfer of land titles from the Federal government to individuals. In addition to verifying title transfer, this information will allow the researcher to associate an individual (Patentee, Assignee, Warrantee, Widow, or Heir) with a specific location (Legal Land Description) and time (Issue Date). 

Survey Plats and Field Notes
Survey plats are part of the official record of a cadastral survey. Surveying is the art and science of measuring the land to locate the limits of an owner's interest thereon. A cadastral survey is a survey which creates, marks, defines, retraces or re-establishes the boundaries and subdivisions of Federal Lands of the United States. The survey plat is the graphic drawing of the boundaries involved with a particular survey project, and contains the official acreage to be used in the legal description.  This is a free website.
Draper Manuscripts 

Overview 

The Lyman Copeland Draper Manuscript Collection, when it came to the Wisconsin Historical Society, was like the working files of many scholars, a mass of partially sorted papers. They were organized by Society staff into 491 volumes divided into 50 series of varying lengths, arranged by geographic area, subject and individual.  

The collection as a whole covers primarily the period between the French and Indian War and the War of 1812 (ca. 1755-1815). The geographic concentration is on what Draper and his contemporaries called the "Trans-Allegheny West," which included the western Carolinas and Virginia, some portions of Georgia and Alabama, the entire Ohio River valley, and parts of the Mississippi River valley. 

Military records and information are pervasive throughout the Draper Manuscripts. Particular strengths include the Revolutionary War and the War of 1812, especially those actions which occurred in the West. The Guide to the Draper Manuscripts specifically indexes Revolutionary War pension applicant information. Other strengths are Indian conflicts and westward explorations in which French and Indian War and the War of 1812 (ca. 1755-1815). The geographic concentration is on what Draper and his contemporaries called the "Trans-Allegheny West," which included the western Carolinas and Virginia, some portions of Georgia and Alabama, the entire Ohio River valley, and parts of the Mississippi River valley. 

Military records and information are pervasive throughout the Draper Manuscripts. Particular strengths include the Revolutionary War and the War of 1812, especially those actions which occurred in the West. The Guide to the Draper Manuscripts specifically indexes Revolutionary War pension applicant information. Other strengths are Indian conflicts and westward explorations in which the Military played a role, such as the Lewis and Clark Expedition. 

Only a small part of the collection consists of original documents of the Revolutionary period. The bulk of the files are Draper's research notes and correspondence. The collection as a whole is extremely varied and includes correspondence, interview notes, extracts from newspapers and other published sources, muster rolls, transcripts of official documents, and much more. 

To make this large and often unwieldy collection available to the research public, the Wisconsin Historical Society has produced a microfilm edition of the entire collection, a comprehensive guide, a series of calendars for several of the major series, and several volumes of published documents from the collection. For more information, consult Josephine Harper's detailed Guide to the Draper Manuscripts. 

http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/military/draper/ 
***Our own Jean Ronneberg found a family member listed in the Draper Manuscripts.  This is a wonderful collection of materials not to be overlooked in your research.  Jan***
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By Josephine L. Harper

Paperback: $50.00
ISBN: 978-0-87020-352-7
492 pages, 6 x 9"

In the mid-nineteenth century the Wisconsin Historical Society's first director, Lyman C. Draper, gathered outstanding materials such as the Daniel Boone papers, which include Draper's interviews with Boone's son, and the papers of Revolutionary War hero George Rogers Clark. These two collections alone are of vast significance to frontier history before 1830, but the full collection comprises nearly five hundred volumes of records, including military and government records, interviews, Draper's own research notes, and rare personal letters. For scholars, genealogists, and local historians, the Draper papers offer a wealth of information on the social, economic, and cultural conditions experienced by our frontier forebears. The 180-page index lists thousands of names and is an indispensable guide for all who wish to use the collection, which is available in libraries across the country on microfilm.

EVENTS 2012
Spring Genealogy Seminar in Calaveras County

There will be a Spring Genealogy Seminar sponsored by the Calaveras Genealogy  Society on April 28, 2012 at the Calaveras Senior Center, 955 Mountain Ranch Road, San Andreas, CA.  The seminar will start at 9:30 am and run through 2:30 pm.

Topics are:  Brick Walls      10:00 am to 12:00 pm

                    Irish Research  12:30 pm – 1:30 pm

                    Good Research Gone Bad  1:30 pm – 2:30 pm

Cost for CGS members $25.00 advance and $30.00 at the door.  Non members $27.50 advance and $30.00 at the door.  Lunch is included in the price and a raffle will also be held.  Registrations can be sent to:  CGS, P.O. Box 184, Angels Camp, CA 95222

Southern California Genealogy Society’s Annual Jamboree at the Marriott in Burbank, CA.  June 8 – 10th.  Watch for more information.

Bottom of Form

TAGS 2012 CALENDAR
March 14th :            Board Meeting:  6:30 pm @ TAGS Library
April 11th:               Board Meeting:  6:30 pm @ TAGS Library
April 25th:               Membership Meeting:  7:00 pm @ TAGS Library 

                    (Brick Wall Success Stories)
May 9th:                   Board Meeting:  6:30 pm @ TAGS Library
June 13th:                 Board Meeting:  6:30 pm @ TAGS Library

June 30th:                 Round Table Study:  1:00 – 4:00pm @ TAGS Library

                                (“Getting Started” with Marie Patterson)

July 11th:                 Board Meeting (tentative):  6:30pm @ TAGS Library

TAGS MEMORIAL FUND


Donations given in memory of a loved one to TAGS may include personal genealogical records and materials. Monetary donations will be welcomed as well to acquire books and materials for the Society’s genealogy library. 
Your donation will be a lasting gift honoring a special person in your life.


For more information, please contact:

Tracy Area Genealogical Society

1141 Adam Street

Tracy, CA 95376        

Attention: Jan James 
Email: tagsca@sbcglobal.net            

TAGS Newsletter is published bi-monthly
          (Feb., Apr., Jun., Aug., Oct., Dec.)

           Website: www.rootsweb.com/~catags

Office hours:

Tues. and Fri. 9:00 am – 1:00 pm and the 2nd Sunday of the month from 1:00 pm – 5:00 pm.
Membership Dues (annually):

Individual
      $ 20.00

Family                $ 27.00

Editor:  Jan James
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