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August President’s Message 
Hilary Steinmetz 

T 
his month we are having a member participation program – an opportunity 

for members to share their special family treasures, be it photographs, or 

other items. The Society has done this kind of meeting several times before 

and it has always been a huge success. As genealogists we usually operate 

alone hunting down our ancestors with little outside contact. It can be a lonely pur-

suit. Given the chance to tell others about our family treasures, most of us jump at 

the chance. It is one of the reasons genealogical societies flourish.  

 

Among my treasures is a silver eyeglass case that belonged to my great grandfather, 

C. W. Jones. My mother passed it on to me and I have kept it in my curio cabinet 

along with my Jasperware collection where it sits on the bottom shelf. C.W. Jones 

was buried in the mausoleum at East Lawn off of Folsom Boulevard in East Sacra-

mento. His wife, Emma Brower, was buried outside and is surrounded by Jones cous-

ins and her children. The story goes that C.W. was a big philanderer and Emma was 

fed up with him, and didn’t want to be buried next to him. I love that story. 

 

August is also our seminar. And we still need volunteers to help out. We want to show fellow genealogy 

enthusiasts that we can continue to provide a solid genealogical seminar. Volunteers at this event really 

make a difference as the Board alone cannot do it all. We plan all year to make this fabulous event happen 

and we need your support. So volunteer for our 26
th

 seminar! 
� 

 August 17th August 13th NCGS Meeting 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aug 13th, 1:00 p.m. Community Rm, Helling Library 

Grownups can have fun too!  
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Nevada County Genealogical Society 

General Meeting Agenda 

Tuesday, July 9, 2019 
Call to Order and Welcome:  President Hilary Steinmetz called meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 

 

Visitors: There were no visitors this month. 

 

Minutes of June Meeting Approved: Pattie Shaw motioned, Eileen seconded. 

 

Announcements: Barbara Jensen distributed tiny booklets “Do you have my name?”  

There is a class July 18
th

 from 2-3 p.m. in Placerville at the El Dorado Family History Center, 3275 Cedar Ravine Rd., Plac-

erville. Subject: Photo Scanning.  

 

Secretary Needed for the Remainder of the Year:  No volunteers yet. 

 

Upcoming Programs: August is Member “Show and Tell.” Bring something to display or a story to tell. September will 

feature Will Gunter on the SAR (Sons of the American Revolution.) 

 

Treasurer’s Report for June 30, 2019 

Checking Account: 

   Income                    +$193.00 

    Expenses                 -$240.44 

Checking Balance     $1,810.94 

Certificate of Deposit: 

      Interest                   +$14.70 

CD Balance                $7,633.63 

Total Funds Available:  $9,444.57 

Joan Bega, Treasurer 

Approved by  vote: Eva Lamm Ruben motioned & Bill Heisch seconded. 

 

Seminar:  We are in need of a volunteer for the registration desk and volunteers to bring cookies. 

 

Special Interest Groups (SIGs): Diane Brown reported the Penn Valley group will not meet in July or August. Christina 

Sabin reported the DNA group will also not meet in July or August.  

A beginner’s group is planning to meet. Eva Lamm Ruben will help with this.   

 

Board Meeting: The board met prior to this meeting. The agenda was the seminar, August 17
th

.  

 

Genealogical Minutes:  Bev Colgin, Eva Lamm Ruben, Pattie Shaw, Becca Schultz. 

 

Refreshments: Thanks to Joan Bega and Barbara Allen. Also to Barbara Jensen for drinks, etc. 

 

Trivia Questions:  Hilary Steinmetz: Which US census was almost entirely destroyed? What is endogamy? How many 

pairs of chromosomes do humans have? 

 

Break  

 

Program:  Pamela Dallas spoke on “Double Dating: Understanding the Calendar Change.” 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 2:20 p.m. � 
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(continued on next page) 

Sale of DNA Kits Are Falling Off 
Hilary Steinmetz 

Recently it was reported that the sale of DNA kits across all personal DNA testing companies has fallen off. All 

of the major testing companies have noticed this trend, Ancestry.com, MyHeritage, 23andme.com, Family-

TreeDNA plus the free site for uploads: GEDMatch. This change began in April 2018. Projections have all fallen 

below predictions for all companies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Chart from The DNA Geek, dated June 22, 2019 

 

So what happened in April 2018? On April 25, 2018, Sacramento County District Attorney Anne Marie Schu-

bert announced that her office had “found the needle in the haystack” using genetic genealogy by identifying 

the infamous East Area Rapist/Golden State Killer after decades of searching. He turned out to be a man living 

quietly in a suburb of Sacramento, Joseph James de Angelo, a former Auburn and Visalia police officer. During 

the 1970s and 1980s he burglarized, raped and murdered creating terror among several California communi-

ties, the East area of Sacramento, Davis, Visalia, the Bay Area, etc. As a policeman he knew how to break and 

enter into homes. Then after a reign of terror, it stopped. Nothing more occurred after 1986 that could be 

linked to this person. 
 

But the police did not stop looking. It was not until personal DNA arrived that law enforcement had a new 

tool. DNA samples from the crime scenes were uploaded to the free site GEDmatch to find matches to iden-

tify a suspect. Finding second cousin matches, detectives, with the help of a professional genetic genealogist, 
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(Continued from prior page) 

� 

built out family trees for the matches to the great grandparents and then built the trees downward until they 

had a likely suspect. Using databases that only law enforcement agencies and private detectives have access 

to, they searched address and employment records on this suspect. Once the historical records gave detec-

tives clues to whereabouts of the suspect, detectives obtained fresh DNA from de Angelo’s residence from his 

trash receptacle. Voila! The sample collected decades ago from the crime scenes matched the fresh DNA. Jo-

seph de Angelo was arrested and at this time awaits trial for his crimes of 13 murders and over 50 rapes. 

How they found him, using genetic genealogy, has changed how the public now 

views personal DNA companies. People are afraid of using DNA, would other 

public agencies start looking at DNA on genealogy DNA sites, such as Ances-

try.com, 23andme.com or FamilyTreeDNA? Would insurance companies or gov-

ernment agencies have control over your personal DNA? Would they use that 

information against you? Would insurance coverage be denied due to genetics 

found on these sites? 

This is the big question now in the minds of the general public – genetic geneal-

ogy has been tainted. Is it safe? FamilyTreeDNA made the mistake of allowing 

law enforcement agencies access to their web sites without letting their custom-

ers know first. Savvy genealogy bloggers alerted the public and FamilyTreeDNA 

and other companies have changed their terms of service agreements. GEDmatch now requires consumers to 

opt out or in. Ancestry says that they will not grant access to these agencies. But consumers still worry. Pan-

dora’s Box is open now as more and more law enforcement agencies are using genetic genealogy to track 

down criminals. The criminals thought they were safe but science does not lie. More and more states are tak-

ing DNA from felons and entering it into national databases. 

 

Before April 2018, genetic genealogy was looked on as a tool to connecting with genetic cousins and therefore 

building better family trees. 

My opinion is that I am not afraid if my DNA is used to find criminals. Look at all the cold cases that have been 

recently solved. Years of dogged detective work, and file boxes filled with evidence stored away are now see-

ing the light of day. Warehoused DNA samples are now being used to track down criminals. Crimes that would 

otherwise be unsolved have been changed with that one announcement by the Sacramento District Attorney. 

Is it ethical or moral to use DNA to find criminals? Only those 

interested in using DNA for genealogy will have to decide. Is it 

for the greater good or is it a risk to privacy? Will testing com-

panies have to change? Or will the consumers have to recon-

sider? 

 

 

 

Editor’s note:  Here’s an article with the viewpoint of a woman whose DNA caught a killer. 

https://www.heraldnet.com/news/my-cousin-the-killer-her-dna-cracked-a-1987-double-murder/  
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Pinterest: You Don’t Need to Have an Account to Find Obscure Story Details 

� 

Eileen Phelps 

If you’re in need of some eye candy (a.k.a. pictures) for a story you’re telling about your life and you don’t have what you need in 

your photo album, you might go first to Google Images. Depending on what you’re trying to illustrate and your choice of search 

words, you’ll get a small number of images or quite a lot.  

 

But that’s not the end. You probably realize that you’re not seeing every last picture of your desired place or thing that’s actually  

online. Nor are you seeing pictures of items that might be related but that you hadn’t thought of asking for directly. Nor related 

pictures you didn’t even know you wanted.  

 

Pinterest can help you find more. Here’s how you can get started without setting up an account. When you have a screen of results 

from Google Images, click on those you especially like. Each image displays the source. One or more of your images is likely to have 

come from Pinterest, especially when you’ve been looking at your hometown. Click on the picture from the source screen and you’ll 

be taken to Pinterest, to the board where the picture was pinned. If you are writing a story about a medium-sized city or a tourist 

destination you’ll find dozens of Pinterest boards. 

 

From then on, you’re on Pinterest’s mailing list unless you never tell them your email address. You’ll be sent many opportunities to 

browse and if you click on those pictures you’re offered by email you’ll find more and more and more. Be warned. It can get to be 

addictive. 

 

My experience has been that many communities have collections of historical photos. They can be scanned from originals or devel-

oped from glass negatives and thus be better quality than what you’d find from old online newspapers. I have found photos of loca-

tions and buildings whose names I’ve forgotten. I have been working on a story about the kinds of transportation I’ve seen or trav-

eled in and I have gotten more ideas from Pinterest than from Google Images or my own memory.  

 

Here are examples of what I’ve found on Pinterest for that story about transportation I experienced while growing up. (I supple-

mented these with additional pictures from my album, Google Image finds, newspaper archives, and family letters.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Streetcars, subway, cars,  

buses, ferry boats, airplanes, 

trains, sailboats, limos, etc. 

Pinterest has them all. They espe-

cially shine at finding images that  

don’t occur with the keywords 

you might have been using for your searches. 

 

I also discovered that the bus route we took to the north end of the line to get home, would have taken us near to a prisoner of war 

camp at the south end of the line. I suppose my parents knew that fact but didn’t tell my brother and me for fear of giving us night-

mares. Sometimes those odd little discoveries are what will make a story interesting to your great-great grandchildren. 

 

If you get carried away with Pinterest and decide you’d like to set up your own board to pin online pictures to, take a look at these 

links to get you started: 

https://blogs.constantcontact.com/what-the-heck-is-pinterest-and-why-should-you-care/ 

https://blogs.constantcontact.com/getting-started-on-pinterest/ 

1934 Chevrolet Standard 
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http://sites.rootsweb.com/~cancgs/seminars/2019SeminarFlyer.pdf  

The Annual DAY AT YOU BET & OLD RED DOG  
      by Maria Brower  

 

On Saturday, September 28th from 8:30 am - 2:30 pm  Nevada County native Jerry Brady will lead a walking tour of the old town-

sites of You Bet and Red Dog. He will show points of historical interest emphasized with photographs. Other members of the Brady 

family plan to give a detailed description of placer and hydraulic mining in the 1930's. This is aided with poster sketches showing 

the steps in each process. Stops include a former homestead, town-site, historic cemeteries and hydraulic mining tour.  

If you attend you will need to remember: clothes and shoes for walking short distances on dirt/gravel ground; a folding chair or 

seat cushion as there are no tables at the picnic site; a bee sting kit, if you are allergic; lunch and water; your camera.  

For more information : Jerry Brady (310) 831-3201 or Priscilla Vanderpas (530) 272-5154.  

For further information about You Bet and Old Red Dog you might want to get a copy of Jerry's well-researched book You Bet, Cali-

fornia Gold Fever. May be available at some branches of the Nevada County Library to check-out or at the Doris Foley Library for 

Historical Research to read there. 

Special Reminder 
 

Don’t forget to bring your unwanted  

history or genealogy books  

to the August meeting to donate to the  

Paradise Genealogical Society’s Library. 

August 17th 
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NCGS 2019 OFFICERS  
President: Hilary Steinmetz, hilarysteinmetz@gmail.com  

Vice-President: Diane Brown,  diane.m.brown@comcast.net  

Secretary: VACANT  

Treasurer: Joan Bega, bega@dishmail.net  

Past President: Pattie Shaw, puertovallartapattie@hotmail.com  

Founder: Maria Brower, mbrower@nccn.net  

 

CHAIRPERSONS  
Delegate to Gen. & Hist. Council of Sacramento Valley: Carole Siver,  the5sivers@att.net  

Greeters and Membership:  

 Joan Bega, bega@dishmail.net  

 Helen Martini, grmatini@gmail.com  

Historian: VACANT  

Newsletter Editor Temp. Editor: Maria Brower, mbrower@nccn.net  

Publicity: VACANT  

Refreshments: Barbara Jensen, bjensenrnurse@yahoo.com  

Seminar 2019: Maria Brower, mbrower@nccn.net 

Share and Care: Helen Martini, grmatini@gmail.com  

Webmaster: Ralph Remick, r@remick.org  

Special Interest Groups:  

 DNA: Christina Sabin, christina.sabin@gmail.com 

 Beginners: Eva Lamm Ruben, evajruben@yahoo.com 

 Family Tree Maker: Barbara Campbell, barbarac9@hotmail.com 

Study Group: Diane Brown, diane.m.brown@comcast.net and Hilary Steinmetz, hilarysteinmetz@ 
gmail.com 

  

  NEVADA COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY’S WEBSITE: WWW.NCGS.INFO  


