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THE FAMILY SNOOP 

MERCED COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
 

VOLUME 36, NO. 5 NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2018 

 

November 2018 Meeting 

Family Tree DNA 

by Katherine Borges and Linda Magellan 

Founded in 2000, Family Tree DNA is the world's oldest genetic 

genealogy company and offers more tools and tests for genealogy 

than any of their competitors. Linda Magellan and Katherine 

Borges will present on many of these tools including DNA Project 

Administrator utilities, third party tools, and show users how to 

make the most of their DNA in Family Tree DNA. 

 

Speakers Katherine Borges and Linda Magellan are founding 

members of the International Society of Genetic Genealogy 

(ISOGG), which promotes and educates about genetic genealogy 

to over 20,000 members in over 70 countries. 
 

1:00 p.m.     Saturday 

November 17, 2018 

Gracey Room 

Merced County Library
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MERCED COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

 

December 2018 Meeting 

 

 

Please bring a main dish or side dish 

Drinks and dessert will be provided 

Members and their guests only 

 

1:00 p.m.     Saturday 

December 15, 2018 

Gracey Room 

Merced County Library
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Lois Haywood Jimenez 

Celebration of Life 

Sunday, December 16, 2018 

2:00 PM – 4:00 PM 

Merced Senior Community Center 

755 West 15
th

 Street - Merced 

The family of Lois Haywood Jimenez invites 

you to celebrate her life. Lois was an active 

member of several organizations at the time of 

her passing. Come and share your memories. 

 

Our Website is Back! 

and 

It Has a New Address 
 

http://sites.rootsweb.com/~camcgs/ 
 

We are exploring other web hosting possibilities. If 

you have a suggestion, please contact the Board. 

 

Live Web Links 

Just a reminder that web links in our newsletter and 

attachments can be clicked on to go to the website, if 

you receive the email version. 

Meetings for 2018 - 2019 

November 17 Family Tree DNA/ Gene by Gene 

- Katherine Hope Borges & Linda 

Magellan 

December 15 Annual Holiday Potluck 

2019  

January 26 Annual Beginners Training 

February 23 TBD 

March 16 Irish Research Presentation - 

Lewis M. Ruddick 

April 20 Ancestry Speaker - Jon Lambert 

May 18 TBD 

June 15 TBD 

July 20 Birthday Meeting 

August 17 NO MEETING 

September 21 TBD 

October 19 TBD 

November 16 TBD 

December 21 Annual Holiday Potluck 

Meeting Attendance 

September: 19 Members + 6 Guests for a total of 

25. 

October: 17 Members + 2 Guests for a total of 19. 

 

 Total Active Members: 78 

 

 

November Speakers Biographies (continued) 
ISOGG works to increase professional standards in the practice, research, and discussion of relevant 

issues in DNA testing, interpretation, and ethics. They give many presentations and training on genetic 

genealogy to groups across the United States, the United Kingdom and in Ireland. They take pleasure in 

putting the pieces of one’s DNA puzzle together and enjoy teaching others how to unravel the story in 

their DNA.   

 

Katherine Borges is Co-Founder and Director of (ISOGG), past-Regent Turlock Chapter, Daughters of 

the American Revolution and Past-President of Captain James Davis Chapter, Colonial Dames of the 

17th Century.   

 

Linda Magellan has been a DNA Project Administrator since 2003, and is the web-master for the 

Journal of Genetic Genealogy (ISOGG) and has experience with FamilyTree DNA, 23andMe, 

AncestryDNA, MyHeritage, and The Genographic Project. 
 

http://sites.rootsweb.com/~camcgs/
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Merced County Genealogical Society Members: 
Invitation to use the Family History Center Premium Websites 

 
At our June 2018 MCGS meeting we had six visitors from the Family History Center.  They invited all our MCGS 
members to come and use their genealogical research facility and computers with15 web based programs 
including the help from their support staff.  I met with them and now reporting on what I found: 

By Darel Scoggin MCGS member 
 
First:  We have genealogical treasure trove near us that is being underutilized.  The "Family History Center 
Premium Websites" are very rich with genealogical data from many countries. The Family History Center is 
behind the LDS Church at 1080 E. Yosemite Ave, here in Merced and they have open arms for all visitors and 
they will help you with your own genealogical research.  Note:  The folks there want it to be known they do not 
proselytize (ask for your membership in the church).  
 
The Family History Center has 8 computers with 15 genealogical web based programs (listed on the next 3 
pages), including their famous FamilySearch program. All computers operate from their web portal that can 
access these programs, with a 45 Mb connection speed.   They have a few hard wired cable internet plugs for 
your own laptop, and a wireless system which is slower.  We can use all the websites, some will require your own 
family tree to be on the FamilySearch website to work, and other programs don’t require that.  Some of the 
programs are full access; some are the "library edition" like the Ancestry site that does not have the "World 
Explorer".  However the other websites available here will cover North & South America, British Isles, 
Scandinavia, all of Europe, Asia/Pacific and South Africa! 
 
I consider myself somewhat of a power user of Ancestry and AncestryDNA, but my eyes have been opened to the 
power of some of these programs and will certainly employ these new tools in my research as I plug in some of 
my large family into FamilySearch! 
 

Location:  1080 E. Yosemite Ave. Merced, CA 95340, E-mail:     Phone:  209-722-1307 
Family History Center is open: Days - Tue, Wed. & Thurs.  Hours - 10:00am - 4:00pm & 7:00pm - 9:00pm.  
There are 17 support staff members, with two each for the 2-3 hour shifts, and only a few normal Holidays when 
they are closed. 

 
All this is FREE!  Free usage, Free copies, Free support from the staff, and you can download your 
research to your computer, memory stick, or CD/DVD.  
 
At Home - The main FamilySearch website:  www.FamilySearch.com  Free, just sign up and include a 
password. 
 
Training and more:  www.FHC.FamilySearch.org (same pass word as FamilySearch).  We can have access to 
these items:  The Family History Guide, My Family Booklet, FamilySearch Blog, FamilySearch Research Wiki, 
and FamilySearch Help Center. 
 
Photos from the meeting: 

         
      LDS Church 1080 E. Yosemite Ave.          View from parking lot, the Family History Center is in middle.   Entry into Family History 
Center. 

 
A beautiful Church with outstanding landscaping!  The Family History Center normally keeps these doors locked; 
use the door bell on the left of doors.  
 

http://www.familysearch.com/
http://www.fhc.familysearch.org/
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     Four computers just inside the door.                  All visitors sign in at this table.     Two microfilm machines. 
 

  

   
These four computers are in the room adjacent. 
 

                             

 
 
From Family History Center Team Member Anne Kratzer:  As to why we invite everyone to the Family 
History Center.... The Tree in FamilySearch is unique in that it has come from the efforts of people the world 
over. The guideline is that for every person who has lived and died on the earth there should only be one 
individual record in the Tree for them. If you share a common ancestor with someone else, that common 
ancestor should only have one record and by working together in the same system, it allows us to deposit the 
images documenting their life in a central place enabling everyone to benefit from the knowledge gained by the 
research of many. We love helping our patrons learn to search out for themselves from the vast collection of 
documents we have digitized.  The system works best if the people using it have been given some guidance in 
the beginning on how to properly input information. The system will then be able to do some searching for you. 
You may wake up one morning to find that it is giving you record hints that have just been made available though 
the volunteer FamilySearch Indexing program. 
 

These three very fine folks introduced me the 
Family History Center and the 15 Websites.  
L-R:  Anne Kratzer, Marvin Mackin, and 
Assistant Director, Laurie Atkinson.  Anne, 
Laurie & four others were visitors at our 
MCGS June meeting, where they invited us 
all to come use this Genealogical Treasure 
Trove!  Let's Do It!  Our MCGS Programs 

Chair Person, Shari Stetson is a Community 
Volunteer Consultant there also.   
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15 Family History Center Premium Websites: (info from the FamilySearch website) 

 
 

 
 
This American Ancestors website is the site for the New England Historic Genealogical Society (NEHGS), 
the oldest genealogical society in the USA, and the most used genealogical society website in the World! 
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Bottom line is that I owe a lot to this organization:  I am not a member, but in 1974, while living in Ventura, CA, the 
LDS Church offered several training classes for genealogy and I took 3 of these classes.  From this training I 
wrote the 1978, 130 page book:  "James Moore Coleman, His Ancestors and Descendants".  It told of his 3 wives, 
22 children, and all the grandchildren.  At that time we had 501 descendants listed.  I have 52 first cousins on my 
mom's Coleman side alone. This was all done before personal computers. So much easier now! - Darel Scoggin   
7 July 2018 

file:  Family History Center Premium Websites a 
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The Family Snoop is published bi-monthly. It is sent 
in .pdf format and in color to members who choose 
to receive it by email. Those who choose USPS Mail 
delivery will receive black and white copies several 
days later than email recipients. Back copies can be 
requested from Treasurer Sharon Darby and will be 
emailed in .pdf format. Send items, articles, 
stories, etc., for the Jan/Feb 2019 issue by Dec 
25th to [drechols45 at comcast.net]. 

 
Dues are payable in January for 2019 
Dues are $20 per year for an Individual or $30 for a 
family living at the same address. 

 
Merced County Library 
Doris Cochran Research Room 
Wednesday & Saturday: 1:00 pm-4:00 pm 
 

We need volunteers to help keep it open!! 
PLEASE VOLUNTEER! 

 
Merced County Genealogical Society 
PO Box 3061 
Merced, CA. 95344-1061 
 

President Stephanie McLeod 383-1009 

Vice President John Barnhart 384-3744 

Secretary (VACANT)  

Treasurer Sharon Darby 723-5374 

Membership Margie Barnhart 384-3744 

Hospitality Howard & Judy Smith 384-3595 

Past President Wayne Wallace 489-2795 

Programs Shari Stetson, Michle 
Burroughs, Susan 
Brower, Darel 
Scoggin 

 

The Family 
Snoop Editor 

(VACANT)  

 
 

Family History Center 
https://www.familysearch.org/ 
1080 E Yosemite Ave Merced. 722-1307 
 
Tuesday & Wednesday: 10:00 am-4:00 pm 
 7:00 pm-9:00 pm 
Thursday: 10:00 am-4:00 pm 
 
Free access on their computers to Ancestry.com and 
other programs. Take along your flash drive to save 
and download. Volunteers are there to help you and 
microfilms can now be ordered online. 

 
Merced County Library 
http://www.co.merced.ca.us/77/Library 
2100 O Street Merced 209-285-7642 
Fax: 209-726-7912 
 
Monday ~ Thursday: 10:00 am-6:00 pm 
Friday – Saturday: 10:00 am-5:00 pm 
Sunday - CLOSED 

 
Merced County Courthouse Museum 
http://www.mercedmuseum.org/ 
21

st
 and N Streets 

P. O. Box 3557 
Merced, CA 95344 
 
Wednesday ~ Sunday: 1:00 pm-4:00 pm 
Free admission 

 
Genealogical Society of Stanislaus County 
http://www.cagenweb.com/stanislaus/ 
Click on their newsletter to read online or download. 
Information about bus trips and programs offered 
throughout the year that may interest you. 

 
 

Monthly Financial Report 
August / September 2018 

  
Income 54.77 
Expenses (290.45) 

Checking Balance $5,979.14 
  
Savings Account: 3,872.91 
CD-9 months; matures on 6/19/18 5,895.80 
CD-12 months; matures on 5/18/18 5,736.32 

Savings Balance $15,505.03 

  
Total in Checking and Savings: $21,484.17 

 

**NEW ADDRESS**  MCGS Website: http://sites.rootsweb.com/~camcgs/ 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/
http://www.co.merced.ca.us/77/Library
http://www.mercedmuseum.org/
http://www.cagenweb.com/stanislaus/
http://sites.rootsweb.com/~camcgs/
http://sites.rootsweb.com/~camcgs/

