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Due to Scheduling Conflicts our Meeting has been POSTPONED to 

[NEW TIME]    1:30 p.m.     Saturday 

[NEW DATE]    January 30, 2016 

Gracey Room, Merced County Library
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December Meeting 
 
The members were few, but had an enjoyable time 

gathering to celebrate the holiday season. 
 

 
 
November 2015 Meeting Membership: 
 
In November there were 21 members in attendance 
and one guest for a total of 22. The Society has a 
total of 98 active members. New members [since 
last Snoop]: NONE 
 

December 2015 Meeting Membership: 
 
There were 13 members and 2 guests at our 
December meeting. The Society now has a total for 
97 active members. There were two renewals and 
one member passed away. 
 

 
 

MCGS Board Meeting: 
 
The next Merced County Genealogical Society 
board meeting will be held on Saturday, January 
9, 2016 at 1:00p.m in the Doris Cochran 
Research room of the Merced County main 
library building. 
 

 
 
Obituaries for Two Deceased Members 
  

Mary Lou Girardi 
 
Merced Sun Star 
Dec 1, 2015 

 Dec 14, 1931 - Nov 23, 2015 

 

Mary Lou Girardi lost her courageous ten-year 
battle with lymphoma on Monday, November 
23, 2015.  At the time of her death, she was 
surrounded by her husband and five children.  
She was a compassionate woman, loving mother 
and devoted wife.  As a woman of faith, she was 

an active parishioner of St. Patrick's Catholic 
Church and enjoyed participating in bible study 
classes. 
 
Mary Lou was born on December 14, 1931 in 
Nisland, South Dakota and was raised on a farm 
in Arpan, South Dakota.   She graduated from 
Spearfish High School and attended Black Hills 
State College in Spearfish, South Dakota.   She 
met her future husband at a basketball game 
and married Charles Anton Girardi on July 27, 
1953.   They began their married life in Belle 
Fourche, South Dakota and lived in Fresno, 
California before moving to Merced in 1976.  
 
She worked for many years as the division 
secretary in the Merced College PE & Athletic 
Division.  Mary Lou was a member of the 
Merced County Genealogical Society and over 
many years compiled a rich and thorough record 
of family history, which was greatly appreciated 
by immediate and extended family. 
 
Mary Lou is survived by her loving husband 
Charles, children Cindy Ferdinandi, Cathy 
(husband Mark Elchinoff), Janelle (husband Skip 
Niebauer), Guido (wife Lourdes) and Mike (wife 
Cristi).   Mary Lou was a doting grandmother to 
Michael, Stephen, Alexa, Austin, Frank, Xavier 
and Sabrina.  She is survived by siblings Marc 
Comes, Jerry Comes, and Janet Hensley.  Mary 
Lou was preceded in death by her parents, and 
siblings Andy Comes, Elaine Uttermark, and 
Marcy Goggin. 
 
Visitation will be on Friday, December 4 from 
4:00 to 7:00 pm at Stratford Evans Merced 
Funeral Home.   
 
A rosary is scheduled for 8:30 am on Saturday, 
December 5 at St. Patrick's Catholic Church in 
Merced; mass will follow the rosary at 9:00 am.  
Burial will be at Black Hills National Cemetery in 
South Dakota.  In lieu of flowers, donations may 
be made in Mary Lou Girardi's name to the 
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Lymphoma Society at lls.org or to Hinds Hospice 
in Merced. 
 

Jim North 

Merced Sun Star.  
Nov. 19, 2015 
August 15, 1932 - November 14, 2015 

 
Jim North died peacefully at home on Saturday, 
Nov. 14 after a long battle with cancer. James 
Wilbur North was born August 15, 1932 in 
Cincinnati, Ohio; raised in Springfield by parents 
James G. and Catherine North, along with his 
sister, Marian. Jim graduated from Miami 
University (OH), where he studied many 
languages, including German, Russian and Latin, 
and joined Miami's theater program to cultivate 
an interest in stage performance. It was there 
Jim met his future wife, Judy Strunk, at a 
Newman Center mixer. Judy and Jim were 
married at Christ the King church in Cleveland 
on July 7, 1956, officially becoming a "Miami 
Merger." Jim became an officer in the U.S. Air 
Force, and as a KC-135 pilot, fueled B-52's mid-
air. He and Judy moved to different military 
bases around the country, starting a family that 
came to include five daughters, born in four 
states. Jim did several tours of duty around the 
world, including Okinawa, Guam, and Thailand. 
The family eventually settled in Merced in 1970 
when Jim was stationed at Castle Air Force base 
in Atwater. In 1975, Major North retired from 
the military and began a second career in local 
real estate. In 1979 he joined the Kiwanis Club 
of Merced. He served on their board of directors 
for several years and was president twice. He 
would later serve as Lt. Governor for the 
California Nevada Hawaii District of Kiwanis 
International. In 2012 he served as the District 
Ambassador for the Kiwanis International 
Foundation Eliminate Project whose goal was to 
eliminate Neonatal Tetanus in third world 
countries. In later years, Jim returned to his love 
for acting, and became a fixture in Merced 
community theater, most notably as the Stage 

Manager in Our Town, and as the focal 
character of A Christmas Carol, Ebenezer 
Scrooge. So popular was Jim's portrayal of the 
seasonal icon that he often walked in Christmas 
parades and portrayed Scrooge at several 
Christmas functions over the years. Jim also 
loved baseball, and was a lifelong Giants fan. He 
channeled this love into many years of coaching 
Little Miss Softball teams for the city, and was a 
constant presence at Candlestick Park. Once 
retired, Jim still loved to be around people, 
started his own "Hot Diggity Dogs" portable hot 
dog stand, and became a fixture at Farmer's 
Market, local softball games, bike races, and 
other events throughout Merced County. He 
played flute in the Merced College Concert Band 
and for his church. Jim was active in the Catholic 
churches from childhood, serving then as an 
altar boy, and then became a life-long member 
of the Knights of Columbus. During the 1970's, 
Jim and Judy hosted teen catechism discussion 
groups in their home, and for over 30 years, Jim 
served as lector and lay minister, most 
specifically at Our Lady of Mercy and St. 
Patrick's. Jim was preceded in death by his 
beloved wife of 60 years, Judy, this past 
September. He is survived by daughters Becky 
(Alex) Garza, Vicky (Pete) Wainwright, Christy 
North, Bambi (Tony) Molino, and Monica (Jafar) 
Al-Amin; 16 grandchildren and 11 great-
grandchildren; his sister, Marian Schwilk-
Thomas; brother-in-law Stanley Strunk and wife 
Martha Strunk; six nephews and nieces and 
their families, as well as countless other 
extended family. A Catholic Mass will be said for 
Jim on Monday, November 23 at 9:30 a.m. at St. 
Patrick's Church on 671 E. Yosemite Ave. in 
Merced; reception immediately following at St. 
Patrick's. Burial will be at San Joaquin Valley 
National Cemetery in Santa Nella Village at 
12:30 p.m. the same day. In lieu of flowers, the 
family asks that donations be made to Kiwanis 
Club of Merced Foundation, the American 
Cancer Society , or any other charity in his 
name.  
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New Book List DCR  November 2015 

 
929.273  Robertson 

Pocahontas, alias Matoaka, and her descendants 

through her marriage at Jamestown, Virginia, in 

April 1614 with John Rolfe, gentleman: with 

biographical sketches, by Wyndham Robertson. 

 

970.3 Bowen 

Choctaw by blood enrollment cards, 1898-1914, 

transcribed by Jeff Bowen. Vol. I - IV 

 

973  Smith 

Emigrants from the West-German Fuerstenberg 

territories (Baden and the Palatinate) to America 

and Central Europe 1712, 1737, 1787, translated by 

Clifford Neal Smith. 

 

973 Tepper, vols. 1 & 2 

New World immigrants: a consolidation of ship 

passenger lists and associated data from periodical 

literature / edited by Michael Tepper. 

 

974.3 Carleton, vol I, part A & B, vol. 2, part A and 

B 

Genealogical and family history of the state of 

Vermont: a record of the achievements of her people 

in the making of a commonwealth and the founding 

of a nation, by Carleton, Hiram. 

Vol. I, part A & B, vol. 2, part A and B 

 

974.8  Adams 

The first tax list for the Province of Pennsylvania 

and the three lower counties, 1693, by Adams 

Apple Press. 

 

974.816  Dix 

1767 Berks County, Pennsylvania archives, 

compiled by Katharine F. Dix. 

 

974.842  Deuel 

History of the Low Dutch colony of Conowago, 

Pennsylvania, compiled by Ellen M. Cook Deuel. 

 

974.842  Greenholt 

Abstracts of Adams County, Pennsylvania wills, 

1800-1826, by Greenholt, Kevin L. 

 

975.2 Newman 

To Maryland from overseas : a complete digest of 

the Jacobite Loyalists sold into white slavery in 

Maryland, and the British and Continental 

background of approximately 1400 Maryland settlers 

from 1634 to the early federal period with source 

documentation / by Harry Wright Newman. 

 

975.2  Wright 

Western Maryland newspaper abstracts: 
compilation of items taken from the available 

newspapers of Hagerstown and Frederick Maryland. 

Vol.3 

 

975.277  Hull 

Krider's Church history: reformierte kirch, 1761-

1967, by [John H. Hull, Sr. 

 

976.744 Gray 

Cemeteries of Scott County, Arkansas, by Gray, 

Wanda M. Newberry. 

 

976.9  Seventeen 

The 1795 census of Kentucky. 

 

976.959  Thorpe 

Vital statistics Estill County, Kentucky, by Thorpe, 

Norwood. 

 

977.148  Miami 

1827 quadrennial enumeration of adult white 

males of Miami County, Ohio, indexed by Virginia 

G. Boese and Helen DeWeese Oakes. 

 

977.3453  Waggoner 

Copperheads, black Republicans and 

bushwackers, by Waggoner, Walter S.  

 

977.8  Weant 

The 49ers', by Weant, Kenneth. 

   

979.446 Pop 

Population schedule of the United States Census 

for 1850 Mariposa County, California, transcribed 

and indexed from original microfilm for the Merced 

County Genealogical Society by Ila Chastain, 

Frances Parker and Carter Fite. Merced, Calif. : The 

Society, 1992. 1992. 

 

979.959 Estill 

Estill County, Kentucky records.  v. 1. Marriages, 

1808-1850; wills, 1808-1850; index to estates, 1808-

1850; deaths 1852-1961. 
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[The following is reprinted from Ancestral 

Discoveries blog written by Janice Sellers. You 

can find her blog and follow her by email at 

http://ancestraldiscoveries.blogspot.com/ ] 

 

 
 

Harbor of Hope, a project I have written about 

before, is a documentary based on archival film 

footage of Holocaust survivors arriving in 

Malmö, Sweden, primarily on April 28, 1945.  In 

the ongoing search for information from and 

about survivors who arrived in Malmö in Spring 

1945, lists of passengers arriving on April 28 

have been published on the documentary's Web 

site. [http://harbourofhope.com/publishing-april-

28-1945-passenger-lists-and-looking-for-input-

to-identiry-survivors/ ] 

 

-- >< -- >< -- >< -- >< -- 

 

Martin Sugarman, the archivist of the Jewish 

Military Museum in the United Kingdom 

(founded and launched by the Association of 

Jewish Ex-Servicemen and Women), is 

researching Israeli, UK, and Commonwealth 

Jews who served in the Merchant Navy (not the 

Royal Navy) in World War II.  If you have any 

photographs or any stories about the experiences 

of such men or know families who do, Martin 

will be honored to receive them by e-mail.  His 

address is martin.sugarman@yahoo.co.uk. 

[http://www.thejmm.org.uk/home] 

 

-- >< -- >< -- >< -- >< -- 

 
 

The United States Holocaust Memorial 

Museum [http://www.ushmm.org/ ] 

 has launched a project called "History 

Unfolded:  U.S. Newspapers and the 

Holocaust."  Volunteers around the country are 

being sought to research how their hometown 

newspapers reported on Holocaust-related events 

during the 1930's and 1940's.  Data about 

relevant articles will be submitted online to a 

centralized database, which will permit analysis 

of trends in U.S. news reporting during the 

Holocaust.  The project has begun with ten 

events, and more events will be added during 

2016. [http://blogs.aaslh.org/history-unfolded-us-

holocaust-memorial-museum-launches-citizen-

history-project/] 

 

-- >< -- >< -- >< -- >< -- 

 

The Emigrant Savings Bank 

[https://www.emigrant.com/Information/aboutus/

AboutUs.jsp] was founded in 1850 by the Irish 

Emigrant Society in New York City to help Irish 

immigrants trying to establish themselves in their 

new country.  In a project called Emigrant City, 

the New York Public Library has digitized 

mortgage and bond records which were 

previously available only on microfilm and is 

now looking for volunteers to help transcribe the 

information on these records in order to create a 

searchable online database. 

[http://emigrantcity.nypl.org/#/about ] 
 

  

Upcoming Programs  for 2016 

January 30 - 1:30 PM Beginner’s Program 

February 27 - 1:00 PM Case Study: Genealogy of Renee Kaufman   by Steve Morse  

  

  

 Join us and invite others to join with us! 

 

http://ancestraldiscoveries.blogspot.com/
http://harbourofhope.com/
http://ancestraldiscoveries.blogspot.com/2012/08/effort-to-identify-holocaust-survivors.html
http://ancestraldiscoveries.blogspot.com/2012/08/effort-to-identify-holocaust-survivors.html
http://harbourofhope.com/publishing-april-28-1945-passenger-lists-and-looking-for-input-to-identiry-survivors/
http://www.thejmm.org.uk/home
http://www.thejmm.org.uk/home
http://www.ajex.org.uk/
http://www.ajex.org.uk/
mailto:martin.sugarman@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.ushmm.org/
http://www.ushmm.org/
http://blogs.aaslh.org/history-unfolded-us-holocaust-memorial-museum-launches-citizen-history-project/
http://blogs.aaslh.org/history-unfolded-us-holocaust-memorial-museum-launches-citizen-history-project/
http://blogs.aaslh.org/history-unfolded-us-holocaust-memorial-museum-launches-citizen-history-project/
https://www.emigrant.com/Information/aboutus/AboutUs.jsp
http://emigrantcity.nypl.org/#/about
http://www.nypl.org/
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-Sigklg9L1pk/VoHYr4ov73I/AAAAAAAAG74/iRET0z4sUFk/s1600/HarborOfHopeLogo.png
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-Tf9l0AqvFAg/VIvwN1PLPOI/AAAAAAAAEic/YuKSqGiHUz8/s1600/USHMMLogo.gif
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>> 2016 Membership Dues Are Now Payable << 
 

Merced County Genealogical Society 
 

Membership Form 
 

Print page, fill in your information and mail to: 

 
Merced County Genealogical Society 

PO Box 3061 

Merced, CA 95344-1061 

 

Name _______________________________________   Maiden Name   

Address   

City, State, Zip   

Area Code & Phone   

E-mail   

The Family Snoop Newsletter delivered by [check one]: Mail _______   Email _______ 

 
___ Annual Individual Dues: $20.00 

___ Annual Student Dues: $10.00 

___ Annual Joint* Dues: $30.00 

___ Lifetime Individual Dues: $200.00 

___ Lifetime Joint* Dues: $300.00 

Note! Joint* members must reside at the same address. 

 

Make check or money order payable to Merced County Genealogical Society. 

 

Please print the surnames, locations, time periods, etc. you are researching 

so they may be included in an upcoming The Family Snoop Newsletter. 

 

 Surnames Location Times Period 

              

              

              

              

 

MCGS Website: http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~camcgs/ 
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The Family Snoop is published on the first day of 
each month except Aug and Dec. It is sent in .pdf to 
members who receive it by email. Back copies can 
be emailed to members as attachments. Send items, 
articles, stories, etc., to robynechols AT gmail DOT 
net. You can choose to receive the Family Snoop via 
email in a pdf format – get it sooner and in color. 
Contact Sharon Darby, our treasurer. Deadline for 
the February 2016 issue is January 25th. There is 
no meeting in August. 
 
Dues are $20 per year for an Individual or $30 for a 
Family living at the same address. 
 
The Doris Cochran Research Room is open 1:00 to 
4:00 p.m. on Wednesdays and Saturdays,  
BUT WE NEED SUBSTITUTE VOLUNTEERS TO 
HELP KEEP IT OPEN!!  Please Volunteer! 
 
 

Merced County Genealogical Society 
P.O. Box 3061 
Merced, CA. 95344-1061 
 

President Greg Entriken  535-5088 

President-elect Bernadette Castaneda 725-1929 

Vice President Lois Jimenez   723-9019 

Treasurer Sharon Darby   723-5374 

Secretary Stephanie McLeod   383-1009 

Past President Shari Stetson   358-7719 

Membership Margie Barnhart  384-3744 

Hospitality Michle Burroughs   383-4112 

Programs 
Susan Benes, Michle Burroughs, 
Rosalie Heppner, Stephanie McLeod & 
Shari Stetson 

Editor, The Family 
Snoop  

Robyn Echols   358-2461 
robynechols AT gmail DOT com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Family History Center  
www.familysearch.org 
1080 E Yosemite Ave Merced. 722-1307  
Tuesday, Wednesday, 10:00 am to 4:00 pm, 
Thursday, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.   
Tuesday evening, 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm 
 
Free access on their computers to Ancestry and 
other programs. Take along your flash drive to save 
and download. Volunteers are there to help you and 
microfilms can now be ordered online. 
 
 
Merced County Library 
www.co.merced.ca.us/index.aspx?nid=77 
2100 O Street Merced 209-285-7642    
Fax: 209-726-7912 
Monday through Thursday – 10am to 6:00pm 
Friday & Saturday - 10:00am to 5:00pm 
 
 
Merced County Courthouse Museum 
www.mercedmuseum.org 
21st & N Streets Merced 
Wednesday through Sunday - 1:00pm to 4:00pm. 
Free admission. 
 
 
Genealogical Society of Stanislaus County 
www.cagenweb.com/lr/stanilaus/gssc.html 
Click on their newsletter to read online or download. 
Information about bus trips and programs offered 
throughout the year that may interest you. 
 

 
Monthly Financial Report: Oct/Nov 2015 

  

Income 423.56 
Expenses (209.85) 

Checking Balance 
  $5,580.97 

 
  

Savings Account: 3,867.34 
CD-9 months; matures on 03/31/16 5,849.95 
CD-12 months; matures on 5/18/16 5,673.48 

  

Total in Checking and Savings: $20,971.74 

 

 

 
MCGS Website: http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~camcgs

 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~camcgs

