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Meeting and Program Schedule
     Meetings at Mountain View Methodist Church, 355
Ponca Place on first Tuesdays, 7:30 PM, except as noted.

Boulder Genealogical Society
NewsletterPO Box 3246

Boulder, CO 80307-3246

Carnegie Library* Hours
Day       Open   Volunteer On Duty

Monday 1- 9 pm 2- 4, 7- 9 pm
Tues, Thurs, Fri, Sat 11 am- 5 pm 2- 4 pm
Wednesday 9 am- 5 pm 10- 12 am, 2- 4 pm

* 1125 Pine St.  Reserved parking available at Trinity
Lutheran Church on Bdwy- spaces 3, 4, 17, 18 & 19.

November 2nd: Family in a Shoebox: Using Postcards to
 Fill in Your Family History-  Dede Horan & Wes Johnson

Do you have old postcards, photos, or other paper memo-
rabilia that connect you to your family?  Have you ever
wondered how to tell the age of a postcard if it was never
mailed?  What other clues can help in identifying these cards?
This presentation will give you a brief introduction to the
world of postcards- how to date them, where to purchase
them, approximate values and more.  Come join us for this fun
presentation and bring some of your old postcards to share.

Dede is an avid post card collector and part-time dealer
in antique/collectible post cards.  She has been collecting
cards since the age of eight, and is the former president of the
Denver Postcard Club, current newsletter editor of the club
and one of the founding partners of the Denver Postcard
Show, Postcard and Paper Odyssey.

Wes is a member of the Colorado Genealogical Society
and the Denver Post Card Club, and has been collecting “town
view” postcards of cities that his ancestors lived in.  He is also
Food Service Director at Craig Hospital in Englewood.
December 7: What You Can Learn From Old Wills

Richard Kautt, Treasurer of the Aurora Genealogical
Society and a partner in the law firm of Schilken & Kautt,
P. C. in Englewood, will give us new insight into old legal
documents.
January 4, 2005: Learning to Use the New BGS Computer

         at Carnegie Library
BGS Library Committee members Linda Kepler and Bill

Wolfe will give us an in-depth tutorial on the new computer
just purchased for Carnegie and the software it will use.  Don’t
miss this one, especially if you’re a Carnegie patron or a
volunteer there.

It’ s Membership Renewal Time!

See the Reminder on Page 2

Library News
The Library article this quarter is going to be

relatively short. As you may already know, the
Library Committee placed a moratorium on pur-
chases until after the new computer system was
purchased and set up. A report in the last Newsletter
described the features of the new system and that it
has been installed. The only tasks remaining are the
installation of the second hard drive and more soft-
ware. The committee apologizes for not having
these tasks completed by this quarter. Due to the
summer schedules of some of the committee mem-
bers, some tasks have been delayed. The Committee
has, as its next computer goal, to make the computer
Internet accessible. At the Society’s January meet-
ing, the Library Committee will make a full presen-
tation on the new system.

Also, in conjunction with the Computer presen-
tation, a presentation will be made on the results of
the Society’s recent Survey. At this date, we have
had a 40% return on the Survey. For those who have
not sent in their response, please take a moment and
do so. The information from the Survey will be very
influential on the decisions the Library Committee
makes in 2005 and the decisions the BGS Board
makes concerning the Society as a whole. Your
voice is not only wanted-- it is important!

The Library Committee’s next Quarterly Meet-
ing will be November 10 at the Main Boulder Public
Library. It will be a planning meeting, and the
Library budget will be discussed and formulated for
presentation to the Board. The time and room is to be
announced. It is an open meeting and members are
invited to attend.

The Library Committee has an opening for an
additional Committee member. If anyone is inter-
ested in joining the Committee, please let me know.

That’s all for now---  SEE YOU IN THE LIBRARY!
     …Bill Wolfe, Library Committee Chair



November 2004   Boulder Genealogical Society Newsletter Boulder Genealogical Society Newsletter Boulder Genealogical Society Newsletter Boulder Genealogical Society Newsletter Boulder Genealogical Society Newsletter      Vol. 20, No. 4
Page 2

Conference & Event Calendar
A listing of some of the upcoming genealogical conferences and other events, both local (in bold) and

national.  Where listed, FGS refers to Federation of Genealogical Societies, NGS to National Genealogical
Society and CCGS to Colorado Council of Genealogical Societies.

On a space-available basis, this calendar will be updated and included in each Newsletter.

Nov. 13 The Genealogy Federation of Long Island First Annual Seminar, “Family Roots: Where to Begin, How to
Continue and Share” will be held in Hempstead, NY.  More information, registration and details can be
found on the Society’s Website at http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/gfli or send an e-mail to
genealogyfedli@optonline.net or call Linda at (516) 433-5867.

Nov. 20 The Family History Society of Arizona will host a seminar in Mesa, Arizona featuring J. Mark Lowe.
Information about the seminar and registration can be found on the Society’s Website at http//www.fhsa.com
or by calling Susi Fathauer at (480) 893-6689.

Dec. 4 The Georgia Genealogical Society Heritage Celebration features Cathy Kaemmerlen telling the story of
“The Manchester Girl”.  For more info, send an e-mail to ggs@gagensociety.org or see the Website at
http://www.gagensociety.org.

2005
Jan. 20-22 National Genealogical Society Warm Up Your Research With Phoenix Sunshine and the “Best in Genea-

logical Research Techniques”.  Workshops on Website Design, Scanning, Writing, Basic Research, DNA,
the Latest in Technology, Tracking Ancestors Who Migrated to the US and more.  Find program &
registration details at NGSgenealogy.org or call (800) 473-0060.

Mar. 31- 8th New England Regional Genealogical Conference “New England Crossroads”.  In Portland, Maine.
Apr. 3 Featured speakers Elizabeth Shown Mills and Tony Burroughs.  For more info, see the Website http://

www.nergc.org, e-mail troubrook48@yahoo.com or write ENG, Box 922, South Harwich, MA 02661.

April 23 Sonoma County (California) Genealogical Society Seminar.  Santa Rosa, California.  Featured speaker will
be Sandra Hargreaves Luebking.  See the Website at http://www.rootsweb.com/~cascgs/luebking.htm.

Apr. 23 Topeka Genealogical Society 2005 Conference.   Topeka, Kansas.  Featured speaker Helen F. M. Leary.
See Website at http://www.tgstopeka.org or contact Nora Patton Taylor at (785) 233-5762.

For many other conferences in the USA & other countries, & more info on some of those above, see the latest issue
of the FGS Forum or NGS Newsmagazine.  BGS section of the Carnegie Library also has flyers on many conferences.

Year 2005 Membership Renewal Reminder
It’s time already for our annual membership renewal!  If you haven’t paid your dues for the upcoming year,

mail in the renewal form in the envelope enclosed in the Quarterly, or pay at the November meeting.
DON’T LET YOUR DUES LAPSE!

In addition to BGS dues, the form contains four (tax deductible) donation opportunities: the Colorado State
Archives Education Fund, the BGS Library Book Fund, the Stern-NARA Fund and the BGS Endowment Fund.

The Colorado State Archives Education Fund was established for Coloradans to help support their State Archives,
which in the past has been threatened with closure by budget cuts.

The BGS Library Book Fund receives all of its support from the Annual Garage sale.  It occurs to us that members
who missed the opportunity to contribute sale goods, work on the sale or purchase sale items might want to boost the
Book Fund with a cash contribution.  For this reason, there is a line-item on the Membership Renewal Form for a
voluntary Book Fund contribution.  Please help your Book Fund if you can!

The Stern-NARA Fund allows all genealogists to help support special research projects of the National Archives,
the important repository available to all Americans.

The BGS Endowment Fund is used to finance special projects, education and programs by using only the interest
from members’ tax-deductible  donations.

Lyons Cemetery Humor
In the Lyons Cemetery Index, the family “French” is next to the family “Fries”

…Cari Taplin & Diane Benedict
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News of Our Members
Julie Miller

The September 2004  issue of the APG (Association of Professional Genealogists) Quarterly contains
an extensive “Professional Profiles” article about BGS member Julie Miller.

It describes how she got started in genealogy, came to Boulder, joined various societies and became a
professional genealogist.  It also mentions the local and national lectures she has presented, offices she has
held in several societies including Presidency of CGS, and tells of her many other accomplishments.

` …Betty Youngblood

Our Successful Garage Sale
 Thanks to everyone who contributed to making our annual garage sale in August such a successful

event.  The profit from our sale was $2,336.02.  Most of that money supports our collection at Carnegie
Library.

It takes a lot of people to put together this fund raiser.  We are especially grateful to Arlene Devore for
hosting the sale at her lovely home overlooking Boulder.  A special thanks to all those who donated so
generously of their treasures and trash.  To all the workers, we appreciate your time and hard work in
advertising, sorting, setting up, pricing, putting up signs, and cleanup.  How lucky we were that the weather
was so ideal for the weekend after predictions for a rainy Saturday!  The cleanup crew celebrated with pizza
afterwards on Arlene’s new deck.

Lastly, it isn’t too early to start saving things for next year’s sale.  It will be our best ever!
…Mary Ann Looney

New “Colorado Marriages 1859-1939” CD Released
The Colorado Genealogical Society has announced the release of their new publication, “Colorado

Marriages 1859-1939 CD”. The CD is an index compiled by the Denver Public Library with
over 912,000 entries representing every Colorado county. Volunteers have generated an index to over
456,000 marriages, cross-listing the names of both bride and groom, the date and place of marriage, and the
license number. The CD uses Adobe Reader. For more information and an order form, visit their web site
at http://www.rootsweb.com/~cocgs …Julie Miller

New Members and Address Changes
We welcome the following new members who

have joined the BGS since the last Newsletter:
Thomas J. Meier              2850 Vassar Drive
303-494-1774    Boulder, CO 80305-5737

Evelyn F. Rush      1765 Sunset Blvd.
303-443-1015                  Boulder, CO 80304-4242

Address Change
Cindy Taylor          812 Rosemount Road
510-451-0242   Oakland, CA 94610-2409

Diane Goode Benedict
On Sunday September 26, 2004, the St. Vrain Valley Pioneer Association celebrated their 100th

anniversary with their annual meeting, a pot luck and a speaker.
The speaker was BGS member Diane Goode Benedict, who discussed her association with BGS, her

Lyons Cemetery work, and the books she writes in the hopes of recording the pioneers and settlements of
northern Boulder County.  Diane concluded the program with a short introduction on the necessity of each
person recording their family history, not only for themselves and their relatives, but for everyone to learn
who were the founders of the land in which we live, showing the membership five or six methods of recording
the past from thoroughly-documented research to writing down remembrances of their lives.

Jean Carpenter Kennedy’s Obituary
Long-time BGS member Jean Ann Carpenter Kennedy  died September 16, 2004 in Erie at the age of

66.  She was active in BGS for many years. See her Obituary in the November 2004 BGS Quarterly.

Alfred M. “Butch” Miller Jr.’s Obituary
BGS member and 4th-generation Boulderite Alfred M. “Butch” Miller Jr. died June 14, 2004 at the age

of 61.  See his Obituary in the November 2004 BGS Quarterly.
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WWWeb Watch  A guide to finding information for topics of genealogical interest on the Internet:
Library and Archives Canada - Genealogy Centre: http://www.collectionscanada.ca/index-e.html

Are you researching your ancestors in Canada?  This is a great site design whose purpose is “To facilitate
the discovery of our roots and family histories as a basic part of our Canadian heritage.  To encourage the
use of genealogy and the resources available in libraries and archives as tools for life-long learning.”  This
site has several online databases you can access relating to Canadian genealogy and to view some very nice
and easy-to-use Canadian maps.

The Polish Genealogical Society of America: http://www.pgsa.org/
Do you have Polish roots?  If so, this site might be a good place to start.  They have almost 800,000

surnames in their databases, many maps, resources, links, tips, books and more.  This site is well put together
and just full of information.

The Colorado Society of Hispanic Genealogy: http://www.hispanicgen.org/
This is a great local society dedicated to the research of Hispanic roots.  Located in Denver, this website

gives details of the Society’s upcoming speakers, events, library hours, online records and much, much more.
If anyone is researching their Hispanic ancestors, this would be a great local place to start.

Wikipedia: http://www.wikipedia.org
This is “a free-content encyclopedia in many languages. . .started in January 2001. . . Wikipedia is a free

content encyclopedia written collaboratively by contributors from around the world. The site is a wiki, which
means that anyone can edit articles, simply by clicking on the Edit This Page link that appears at the top of
each page.”  This is a great place to submit information and help it grow.  For example, if you search for
“genealogy” there is a pretty good basic article with links to related topics.  However, I’m sure that there are
many of us who could help this section be even better.  It is an interesting site to read on just about any topic.

***If anyone has any ideas for websites they’d like to see reviewed, or topics to review, let me know and
I’ll give it a try.  Email me at: cataplin@comcast.net with your suggestions.

…Cari Taplin, Webmaster
More Worldwide Websites
War of 1812 Muster rolls - Online:  http://www.iarchives.com/anc_04/search.jsp

The Pennsylvania Archives series has muster rolls of most of the units that served in that war and in the
Revolutionary War.  This resource also has tax lists and land records and other information that is
tremendously helpful to genealogists.  Beware, though, that spelling was horrible and transcription skills
were just as bad. Even simple names can be spelled a dozen different ways.

Ellis Island Launches Tool To Highlight Genealogical Societies
In celebration of October as National Family History month, the Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island

Foundation will be adding several new features to their popular Website, designed to emphasize the
importance of local genealogical societies.  Dubbed the “Ellis Island Society Links Network”, this free on-
line resource will be available to visitors via Internet (http://www.ellisisland.org) as well as to those visiting
the American Family History Center (AFIHC) museum at Ellis Island.  The new service will connect visitors
seeking additional assistance with societies specializing in local genealogy, history, ethnic or surname
research.

Participation in the Ellis Island Society Links Network is free  and open to any organized group focused
on genealogy, history, ethnic or surname research.  Interested societies can submit a detailed online profile
that will appear based on search criteria specified by the Website user.

Another new feature, a Genealogy Learning Center for the beginning researcher, offers basic information
and free downloadable charts and forms.  In addition to enhanced learning, the site will also feature manifests
for passengers who would later achieve notoriety as part of the American story.

Working closely with members of the Association of Professional Genealogists, the site will also provide
guidance for those visitors considering the help of a professional genealogist to assist them in one or more
aspects of their research.

Other new features are: advanced search capabilities made easier to use than in the past, addition of
annotations to records for the benefit of those conducting future queries, and archival quality commemora-
tive passenger certificates that can be purchased as keepsakes.  See FGS Forum, Fall 2004, for more info.
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Summary of Recent Meetings
August 4, 2004: The meeting was called to order by President Pat Roberts.  Two guests were introduced and welcomed. Corresponding
Secretary Rita Rosson reported that thank-you notes were sent to donors of a memorial fund for past BGS member Al (Butch) Miller.
A sympathy card and an acknowledgment of donations were sent to the family.  Treasurer Pam Michener shared a letter of thanks from
the Colorado State Archives for a BGS contribution.  Treasurer’s Report: General Fund $1516.21, Library Fund $3343.56, Special Fund
$3186.19, Endowment Fund $7280.00; Balance $15,325.96.  New Business: Suzi Plooster is starting up a new session of beginner
classes in October.  Check the Newsletter for details of time, cost, and location.  Reminder that the planned trip to Salt Lake City has
been cancelled.  Mary Ann Looney reported we can start bringing our treasures for the Garage Sale to Arlene Devore’s home beginning
August 21.  A list was passed around to sign up to work before and during the sale.  Committee Reports: FGS- Cari Taplin reported
the September conference is in Austin Texas.  Web Master Cari Taplin now has 500 images from the Lyons Cemetery on the BGS Web
site.  Social Chairman Orville Harms thanked Birdie Holsclaw, John Sand and Bonnie Harms for refreshments.  President Pat showed
us a photo album donated to BGS.  The album, dating from about 1890 with pictures of early Boulder, will be given to the Boulder County
Library history collection at Carnegie.  Program Chair Pam McDonald shared the schedule of upcoming speakers, and then introduced
the speaker, Bonnie Kohl, who shared her journey on finding out she was adopted and the research required to verify.
September 7, 2004:  The meeting was called to order by President Pat Roberts.  Three guests were introduced and welcomed. Treasurer
Pam Michener presented the Treasurer’s Report: General Fund $789.83, Library Fund $5444.93, Special Fund $3186.19, Endowment
Fund $7280.00, Balance $16,700.95. Garage sale proceeds approx. $2,000.00. Unfinished Business: Bill Wolfe reported 135 surveys
were mailed out to members and 35% responded.  The winner of the drawing was Anita Gonzales.  Garage Sale:  Mary Ann Looney
thanked all for donated treasures and time.  Special thanks to Arlene Devore for hosting; she will be receiving a gift certificate for a
massage as a Thank-You.  FGS meeting in 2005 will be in Salt Lake City, Utah.  On October 10, James Jeffrey will lead an all-day session
at the Denver Public Library on research in Ohio.  Library Committee:  Bill Wolfe reported that the new computer and card catalog
software are up and running at the Carnegie Library.  Bill and Linda Kepler will give a report in January on its usage.  Social Chairman
Orville Harms thanked Rose Mary Highman, Joan Dawson and Holly Borncamp for the evening refreshments.  Program Chair  Pam
McDonald introduced the speaker, Paul Kilburn, whose presentation was: “Writing up your genealogy and publishing a book”.
October 5, 2004:The meeting was called to order by President Pat Roberts.  Two guests were introduced and welcomed.  Treasurer Pam
Michener presented the Treasurer’s Report: General Fund $762.79, Library Fund $5755.81, Special Fund $3186.19, Endowment
Fund $7280.00, Balance $16,984.79.  Final Garage Sale proceeds were $2,336.02.  Unfinished Business: Arlene Devore agreed to host
the Garage Sale in 2005.  The Green Mountain Cemetery and the Boulder Daily Camera indexing projects need more volunteers to help
copy records and for data entry.  CCGS Meets on Saturday, October 9.  Birdie Holsclaw will be the BGS representative.  The Lyons
Cemetery photo project is finished.  FGS is sponsoring a Youth Award for children up to age 15 and another category for those 15-18
years old.  There is concern that, due to budget cuts, the Carnegie Library may be closed on Mondays.  The Special Funds Committee
will oversee the Endowment Fund.  There was a reminder that gifts to the Fund are tax deductible.  Suzi Plooster’s classes for beginning
genealogists has 16 people enrolled.  Suzi expressed her thanks for everyone saving newspaper articles of members in the news.  Jan
Polkinghorn reminded us that the Family History Library has Ancestory.com available at no charge.  Committee Reports: Social
Chairman Orville Harms thanked Cari Taplin, Pam McDonald and Suzi Plooster for the evening treats.  Program Chair  Pam McDonald
shared the schedule of speakers for the rest of the year:  December- Richard Kautt, “What you can learn from old wills;” November-
Dede Horan and Wes Johnson, “Family in a shoebox: Using postcards to fill in your family history.”  Pam then introduced the evening
speaker, Sherrill Erfurth, and her program “Exposing relationships with city directories.”  It was a fun, hands-on program.

…Rita Rosson, Recording Secretary
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The Boulder Genealogical Society Newsletter is published in February, May, August and November by the
Boulder Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 3246, Boulder, CO 80307-3246, for mailing with the Society's
QUARTERLY.  Items of interest to members of the BGS are welcomed and must be submitted prior to
the10th day of the month preceding publication.  Submit to: Newsletter Editor Clifton O. Highman, 1056
Columbia Place, Boulder, CO 80303-3213 [(303) 494-7688]

The "First Thanksgiving": Facts and Fancies
The event we now know as the "First Thanksgiving" was, in fact, neither the first occurrence of our

modern American holiday, nor was it even a "Thanksgiving" in the eyes of the Pilgrims who celebrated it.
It was, instead, a traditional English harvest celebration to which the colonists invited Massasoit, the most
important sachem among the Wamapanoag. It was only in the nineteenth century that this event became
identified with the American Thanksgiving holiday.

Who Attended the 1621 “First Thanksgiving”?
John Alden 22 hired as cooper
Isaac Allerton 35
Bartholomew Allerton 8
Remember Allerton (girl) 6
Mary Allerton 4
John Billington 41
Elinor Billington 37
John Billington 13
Francis Billington 11
William Bradford 31
William Brewster 53
Mary Brewster 52
Love Brewster (boy) 10
Wrestling Brewster (boy) 7
Peter Browne 21
Carver's maidservant 24*servant to Carver
Mary Chilton 14
Francis Cooke 38
John Cooke 14
Humility Cooper (girl) 2
John Crackstone 21 (est.)
Edward Dotey 21 servant to Hopkins
Francis Eaton 29
Samuel Eaton 1
_______ Ely 23* hired seaman
Samuel Fuller 41

NOTES : Ages marked by * are conjectural, meaning estimated.

Native Peoples Who Attended the 1621 Event
The only name we have is Massasoit.  However, it is almost certain that Squanto, the Pilgrim’s translator,

was present as well.  Among other probable attendees are Hobbamock, Quadequina (Massasoit’s brother)
and Tokamahamon (mentioned in Mourt’s Relation in June 1621, as a “special friend”).  We do not know
whether Samoset was still in the Plymouth area or had already returned to Maine.

…Taken from http://www.plimoth.org/Library/Thanksgiving/thnksatt.htm

Note- Since this information was copied from the above Website in 2002, the Website has been redesigned
and has a new address. If you use the above address, you will get a notice to that effect and can click and go
to the new one: http://www.plimoth.org.  The new site is interactive and very well done, but the above list
no longer exists there.  It was removed because it was misleading, as there were actually about twice as many
Native People as English at the event!

Samuel Fuller, Jr. 14*
Richard Gardiner 22*
Stephen Hopkins 40
Elizabeth Hopkins 27
Constance Hopkins 16
Giles Hopkins 14
Damaris Hopkins (girl) 3
Oceanus Hopkins (boy) approx.1
John Howland 28 servant to Carver
William Latham 13 servant to Carver
Edward Lester 22* servant to Hopkins
Desire Minter (girl) 15*
Richard Moore 7 “put to” Brewster
Priscilla Mullins 19 (est.)
Joseph Rogers 17
Henry Sampson 17
George Soule 24 servant to Winslow
Myles Standish 37
Elizabeth Tilley 14
William Trevore 23* hired  seaman
Richard Warren 41
Resolved White (boy) 6
Peregrine White (boy) approx.  11 months
Edward Winslow 26
Susanna Winslow 31
Gilbert Winslow 21


