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2013 WORKSHOP SPEAKERS

William Atkinson:  A retired Printer/Purchasing Agent for Michigan State University. Bill has 
been doing genealogical research for over twenty years. A member of a number of Societies in the 
US, Canada and England, has coordinated a major genealogy conference and is a speaker at many 
societies and military groups.

Carolyn H. Brown: Carol has been researching her family since 1979. She has published 7 
familyhistories and two genealogy guides. Carol is the founder, chairman and newsletter editor 
of the Bouse Genealogical Society, Bouse, Arizona. She has been presenting genealogy seminars 
and workshops for over 20 years, and for the past 9 years she has been the editor of the SKP 
Genies BOF newsletter, a traveling genealogy group. Carol was the 2012 winner of the AzGAB 
Founders Award.

Clarice Bird:  Grew up in Southeast Texas, on a steady diet of family stories. After high 
school, she attended Brigham Young University, where she took her first formal genealogy class. 
Then, she got married and had six children. After a thirty year break from school, she completed 
a bachelor’s degree in family history at Brigham Young University through independent study. 
Her degree was in family history. Clarice has taught genealogy classes and given presentations in 
Lake Havasu City, Saddlebrooke, and Green Valley.

Denise Crawford: Was born in Ft. Bragg, California but moved with her family before she 
was even a year old. She has lived in CA, MT, WA, IN, NV, UT and has resided in Arizona 
since 1980. She has been researching her family since 1993, whenever there was ever a break in 
raising five children! Denise has been on the staff at the Mesa FamilySearch Library for the last 
11 years. She assists in computer training, computer classes, provides training on immigration, 
naturalization, Internet research, census research and enjoys opportunities to give community 
presentations. Contributing to Find A Grave is her new passion.

Kathleen Goodrich:  Kathleen Stewart Goodrich earned a Masters of Education degree from 
Northern Arizona University and has taught all ages in three different states.  Her strong teaching 
emphasis is evident throughout her entertaining classes and lectures.  Kathleen’s hands-on style 
encourages audience participation by giving everyone opportunities to problem-solve and practice 
new skills.  She is a staff member of the Buckeye Family History Center, Buckeye, Arizona and 
a member of the Utah Genealogical Association.

Wendy Carlson:  Discovered genealogy at the age of 16 when an uncle dropped his research 
into her lap.  She has been addicted to it ever since.  She has taught classes on many different 
topics over the past several years, and recently wrote an article for Family Chronicle Magazine.
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Cathi Weber:  Has been researching her family for over 30 years and has recently started a 
business called NorthStar Genealogy to help others with their research and to teach classes. She 
is President of the Anoka County, Minnesota Genealogical Society. Her genealogy quest has 
lead her to Libraries, Archives and Cemeteries in10 states as she has researched and compiled a 
number of books for family and clients.

Shirley Gage Hodges:    Has been actively doing genealogical research since 1967.  She has 
taught genealogy classes and seminars - both for the novice and advanced genealogist - in the U.S. 
and Canada since 1994.  She has also been a guest lecturer for several college-level programs.  
Although she specializes in tracing female ancestors, she covers a wide variety of topics for both 
the novice and advanced genealogist.  Shirley served as President of the Genealogical Speakers 
Guild from 2006-2010.  She is a member of the Association of Professional Genealogists, the 
National Genealogical Society and numerous state and local societies.  She became a columnist 
for The Global Gazette in June 2006.

Shirley Nance:  Has 35 years of genealogy research experience. She has been on the staff at 
the Mesa Family Search Library for 16 years. Her specialities are United States military records, 
internet genealogy research, and genealogy research analysis/problem solving. She assists patrons 
at the library, teaches classes and lectures for the center, and in the community. The past 5 years 
she has been a member of the website Find A Grave contributing over 9400 burial memorials.

Steve Packer:   Was raised in Utah in the small farming/mining community of Heber City.  His 
career has been in data communications with the final 25 years in International Sales.  Steve was 
exposed to genealogy by his father who collaborated on a book on the Packer family.  Since retiring 
Steve has worked on his family’s German genealogy and has made several trips to Germany to 
find family records that have not been microfilmed or available on indexed data bases.  Since 
December 2007 Steve has been serving three days a week at the Mesa Regional Family History 
Center.

Trisha Kelly: Has been an amateur genealogist for the past 20 years and winters in Casa 
Grande and is a member of the Palm Creek Genealogy Club. She has lived in the United States 
for more than 30 yrs, and born in the small prairie town of Kamsack, Saskatchewan, Canada. 
Like many prairie pioneers, her ancestors first settled in eastern Canada long before western lands 
were opened for settlement. She imagines there are others in Arizona like herself who have some 
aspect of their family history in Canada, because events abroad and in the American colonies and 
later in theStates, greatly influenced the migration of people across our common border.

Jo Macek: Is the former museum director at the Casa Grande Valley Historical Society and 
education curator at the Arizona Capitol Museum.  She earned a Master of Arts in Teaching from 
Wayne State University in Michigan and is completing a master of arts in history.  Currently, Jo 
is Associate Professor at Western International University.


