
2013 LECTURE DESCRIPTIONS

A-1 FamilySearch: This will be an on-line presentation to identify the new resources available and the 
potential of using the new “Family Tree” feature that allows anyone to post their family tree so they can 
share on a free site with anyone they invite.  This changes almost daily and new features are making 
FamilySearch even more valuable for the genealogist.

B-1 Favorite Web Sites: The Internet is a vast resource that offers answers to questions like: Where are 
MY people?; Where is MY family tree?; Who can Help ME?; Where are MY records?; Join us in 
exploring the possibilities.

B-2 Beginning Genealogy Research: Get ready to discover who you really are! This entertaining class is 
for anyone wanting a simple, hands-on-approach to Family History research – from absolute beginners, to 
those who are just not progressing.  You will leave this class with the confidence and skills necessary to 
make researching your heritage the adventure of a lifetime!

B-3 How to Organize your Family History Research: Can you find the records you are looking for?  
Are your files organized?  What system works best?  Are your original documents stored safely?

B-4 Sources vs Evidence: Understanding the divisions of; information and knowledge; evidence; also 
admissible and inadmissible evidence; and the proof process.

B-5 To Share or Not to Share: Now days, it is easier than ever to coordinate with other researchers.  We 
will discuss when, how and why to share your genealogy research with others and how to incorporate 
their research into yours.

C-1 Find A Grave: Is a free resource for finding the final resting place of family members, friends, and 
famous people.  Currently with over 85 million names, it is an invaluable tool for genealogical research.  
Learn to search, submit, add biographical information, photos and link family members to memorials in 
over 400,000 cemeteries around the country.

C-3 Locating your Family using Maps: How to read plat maps and use the clues in maps and records to 
find your ancestral properties and migration routes.

C-4 The Law and Genealogy: This class will cover how to find out what the law was at a particular time 
and place and, how knowing the law can help solve genealogical problems.  For example: if you find a 
guardianship record and know at what age a child could choose his own guardian, you can estimate the 
birth date, when the person could vote, laws regarding a woman’s right to property, etc.

C-5 What I Learned at the Genealogy School of Hard Knocks: Having been self taught, there are 
many things I have learned the hard way about how to do genealogy.  I will share some of those things so 
that others do not have to make the same mistakes I did.
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D-1 German Presentation: This course will cover the historical background to the growth of the German 
Nation and how to identify sources for finding information about your German ancestors.

D-2 What’s in a Name: The lecture will focus on techniques and finding aids to be used to find the 
reasons that people have the names that they do.  The lecturer will discuss the naming patterns in the 
United States,, the use of nicknames and other ideas for identifying people.

D-3 Bivouac of the Dead - Military Cemeteries: A picture presentation about U.S. Military Cemeteries 
throughout the world.  Taking a quick look at military cemeteries they may all look alike, but there is 
something unique in each and every one of them.  This presentation is about just a few of these places of 
honor.  In this talk the speaker will look at military headstones, how to locate them and what you may find 
on them.

D-4 Creating a Genealogy To-Go Bag: Items you will need with you for a: (1) trip to the library; (2) 
short trip (a month or less) to visit family and friends; and (3) a long trip when taking your computer on 
the road.  

D-5 Document Preservation: The speaker will discuss the identification of deteriorated materials, how to 
properly care for documents and how to store documents.

E-2 Little Known Facts about the Census: This lecture is an in-depth look at census records and gives 
participants an expanded knowledge of what is available other than the Federal Population Census.  There 
will be a discussion of the DDD (Defective, Dependent, and Delinquent) schedules as well as the 
Agricultural, Manufacturing, Mortality and Slave schedules.

E-3 Grandfather’s Trunk: This is a light-hearted talk about that old trunk you may find in the attic and 
some of the items in that trunk and some research tips they may contain.  Not all trunks will have that 
stack of documents that will give you all the information you need to complete your family tree but you 
may find some items that may provide a clue to help with putting some meat on the bones of your family 
history.  

E-4 Immigrant’s Life: This presentation takes a look at reasons our immigrant ancestors left their 
homeland, where they settled, and the living conditions they faced in America.

E-5 Ontario Land Records: This class explores the genealogical value of land records, specifically those 
of Ontario Canada from early to mid-1800's, using methods and examples from the speaker’s own 
research.
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